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quickly fulfill—any urgent Israeli re-
quests for assistance and do all we can
to fully support Israel.

Now, colleagues, the Constitution of
the United States lays out our respon-
sibilities. Congress—Congress—has an
important constitutional role in deter-
mining how the United States will re-
spond to any additional acts of aggres-
sion.

As we support and stand with our al-
lies, we also must be crystal clear
about what has happened. The attacks
on the people of Israel orchestrated by
Hamas were barbaric, depraved—they
were evil. Long supported by the Ira-
nian regime, Hamas’s stated mission is
to destroy the Jewish people.

That is right—at the core of Hamas
burns an age-old sickness: anti-Semi-
tism. It was the twisted inspiration for
their massacre. This broken thinking,
this horrific ideology liberates not a
single life; instead, tragically, it will
cost only more, including those of in-
nocent Palestinian civilians.

For the past 15 years, many peace-
keeping Palestinians in Gaza have had
their lives upended and exploited by
the Hamas terrorist group. We ac-
knowledge their suffering. We hope for
change.

Those in our media, on our college
campuses, or even those serving in gov-
ernment who ascribe the actions of
Hamas to anything else other than ha-
tred; those who are so quick to decry
injustices elsewhere but place murder
and rape in some sort of perspective;
those who provide context for sav-
agery; those who sigh that both sides
are equally guilty—to all of you, I say
you are providing cover for monsters.

The world view of Hamas must be
added to the rollcall of evil ideologies
that failed to destroy the Jewish peo-
ple. And that is why we must stand
with Israel. That is why. But that
alone is not enough. You see, the mur-
der of thousands of Jews brought re-
minders of the Holocaust and echoes of
Russian pogroms and so many cen-
turies of trials and tragedies. So we
must also stand vigilant against and
always oppose anti-Semitism wherever
it appears, whatever movement it is at-
tached to, whatever banner it marches
underneath.

In these difficult days, we echo the
old prayer sung across synagogues to
the Jewish people:

May God have mercy on them and remove
them from distress to relief, from darkness
to light, from subjugation to redemption,
now, speedily, and soon.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, we
have an issue in Louisiana—I wouldn’t
call it a problem—that I would like to
talk about. Perhaps some of our sister
States can learn from our struggles in
my State. And the issue is education. I
can’t think of a more important sub-
ject. That is the future of my State. I
think it is true in many other States.

I believe that Louisiana’s future can
be better than its present or its past,
but the key to determining whether
that is going to be the case or not is
education—and I am talking specifi-
cally about elementary and secondary
education—because that is what
counts. In my State, it is not the price
of oil; it is not what the unemployment
rate is; it is not who the United States
Senator is; it is not who the Governor
is; it is education, pre-K through 12.

It is frustrating, I know. You know,
Americans can do extraordinary
things. We can unravel the human ge-
nome. We can take a diseased human
heart and replace it with a brandnew
one and make that thing beat. We can
send a person to the Moon. But we in
America struggle and we in Louisiana
struggle to teach our children how to
read and write and do basic math when
we have 18 years to do it. I am not
blaming anyone. We all share the frus-
tration. And it is not just Louisiana; it
is all across America. I understand
that.

But decades ago in Louisiana, we
made a decision. In fact, it was during
my first job in government. I was
working as legal counsel to a
brandnew, reform Governor in Lou-
isiana. He decided, and the people of
Louisiana agreed with him—we all
agreed on two things: No. 1, every child
can learn. Now, it takes some a little
bit longer. Kids mature at different
times. But every child can learn. The
second thing we agreed on was this:
That which is measured gets done.
That which is measured gets done.

We decided to implement, 30 years
ago, standards for our elementary and
secondary schools. One of those stand-
ards was and I think still is—that is
the subject of my remarks today; I
hope it still is—a graduation exam. We
call it our Graduation Exit Examina-
tion 21, G-E-E. So if I say ‘“G-E-E” or
“GEE,” I am talking about our gradua-
tion exam.

We said we are going to get serious
about kids. We can’t have our children
graduate if they can’t read their di-
ploma, and so we are going to test
them. The test is not terribly rigorous.
It is four subjects. It is English, it is
math, it is science, and it is social
studies. We grade those exams—and
you don’t have to pass all four. You
have to pass English and math and
then either social studies or science.
So, really, three out of four.

There are five different grades: ad-
vanced, mastery, basic, approaching
basic, and unsatisfactory. Let me tell
you what that really means: A, B, C, D,
and F.
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You only have to make a D on your
graduation examination. You only
have to make a D to pass—not an A,
not a B, not a C, a D. So you take four
exams. You have to make a D on
English, a D on math, and at least a D
on either social studies or science. If
you don’t pass, we will give you an-
other chance, but you have to pass to
get a diploma.

Now our Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education—we call it
BESE—which governs elementary and
secondary education in Louisiana, has
decided to take us back to the Dark
Ages. By a one-vote margin, supported,
quite frankly, by my Governor, who is
lameduck—he will be leaving soon—he
makes three appointments to the
Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education. Everybody in America is
entitled to their opinion, but I think
my Governor and his team are wrong
on this. They are going to send us back
to the Dark Ages.

Here is the new rule: You have to
pass the Graduate Exit Examination in
the way I just described—unless you
fail. Then you have to go to your
teacher, and he or she can give you an
extra-points project. Come on. Come
on. Who are we kidding here?

Now, why do some want to do this? It
is not the kids who want to do this; it
is the adults, because not only do we
grade our Kkids, we grade our schools,
and if schools have kids who don’t pass
the GEE, the Graduate Exit Examina-
tion, it counts against the grade of the
school. So this is all coming from the
adults. They are putting themselves
first, and they are not putting the kids
first.

This is a massive step backward. This
is an announcement to the rest of
America that Louisiana has given up,
that our kids are not smart enough,
they are not good enough, even when
we give them second or third chances,
to be able to get a D on the Graduate
Exit Examination, and as a result, we
have to give them a special extra-
points project so they can get a di-
ploma that is not really a diploma.

The people behind this ought to hide
their head in a bag. Our kids are better
than that. Every one of my kids in
Louisiana can learn. Sometimes they
need a little bit longer. But it is not
going to do them any good to give
them a diploma that they can’t read. It
is not going to do them any good to
give them a diploma that the rest of
America and, frankly, the world is
going to look at and go: That is not
really a high school diploma because
we know you failed the exam. You just
got an extra-points project so the
adults wouldn’t look bad.

I am embarrassed by this.

This isn’t the only problem we have
in elementary and secondary edu-
cation. I will give you one other sta-
tistic. Seventy percent of our high
schools are graded A or B. Forty per-
cent of the schools below that are grad-
ed A or B. Seventy percent of my high
schools in Louisiana are not A or B
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schools, OK? I wish they were—not
when 40 percent of the lower grades are
only A or B. Once again, the adults who
don’t want to be embarrassed are in-
flating those grades, too, and now they
have started on the Graduate Exit Ex-
amination. But this is a bridge too far.

All is not lost. BESE, which, as I
said, passed this rule change by one
vote—and by the way, our super-
intendent of education was against it.

This rule change is going in front of
the Louisiana Legislature for an over-
sight hearing and the Senate Edu-
cation Committee and the House Edu-
cation Committee. I hope that either
the Senate or House and hopefully both
will say no—no—because this change
represents what George Bush, Presi-
dent Bush, called ‘‘the soft bigotry of
low expectations’”—‘‘the soft bigotry of
low expectations.” It has no place in
this country, and it has no place in my
State.

I am embarrassed that the people
who are part of the education estab-
lishment in Louisiana are telling the
rest of the world: Our kids are not good
enough. They can’t learn. So we are
going to give them a diploma that is
not really a diploma.

Thank you for the time today,
Madam President. I wanted my col-
leagues to know what is going on in
Louisiana. We are going to turn this
rule back, and we are going to put our
kids first in Louisiana, not the adults.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

————
ISRAEL

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, I rise
today as a Senator, as a former presi-
dent of a synagogue, as the only Jewish
mother in the U.S. Senate, as a stead-
fast supporter of Israel, and as a person
who stands firmly against hate and ter-
rorism around the world.

Since October 7, when Hamas
launched a horrific and unprovoked
terrorist attack on the Israeli people,
our hearts—well, our hearts have been
shattered. And over the past week and
a half, we have learned that 1,300 inno-
cent Israeli civilians and soldiers have
been murdered. Thousands more have
been injured. And countless families
are grieving for loved ones who have
been kidnapped, who at this very mo-
ment are being held hostage by
Hamas—young children, women, sen-
iors, some of whom even were Holo-
caust survivors.

This past weekend, I met with these
families in Israel as part of a bipar-
tisan Senate delegation, meeting with
parents whose children—their children,
their babies—that is how they called
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them: My babies. They have my babies,
a mother said.

They were ripped away from them by
terrorists. Hearing those stories, seeing
the fear and the pain in their eyes, feel-
ing their heartbreak is something that
will stay with me for the rest of my
life.

And there is one story in particular
that I am never going to forget. A
woman, whose family member was
taken from her by Hamas, spoke to us,
and in speaking about her pain, she
said:

We no longer live in the same world as you.

We no longer live in the same world
as you. For her and her family, she
said, every moment is an eternity. Just
think about that, think about what
they feel every single day that they are
separated from their loved ones, not
knowing how they are doing, not know-
ing if they are being tortured, if they
are in pain, if they are even still alive.

And with each passing day—each
passing day—these families, they anx-
iously await for their loved ones, hope-
fully, to be returned to them. And
these stories, these stories dem-
onstrate why I am going to do every-
thing in my power to make sure that
these families are made whole again.

We know that Hamas is currently
holding nearly 200 innocent people, in-
cluding Americans, many of them in
dire need of medical attention. So we
cannot stay silent. We must speak out
until every hostage is released—every
single one of them.

And that is why last night, I intro-
duced a Dbipartisan resolution con-
demning Hamas for its brutal, brutal,
premeditated attacks on Israel and de-
manding that Hamas immediately re-
lease the hostages so they can be re-
united with their loved ones.

After what I saw, after what I experi-
enced on the ground, I know we need to
take decisive, bipartisan, and imme-
diate action to help Israel. Let us take
action to free the hostages, pass sup-
plemental funding, aid to our ally in
its greatest time of need, and provide
Israel with all the support it needs to
defend itself from acts of terrorism.

And at the same time, we need to
make sure that Palestinian civilians
receive humanitarian aid and that it
does not ever, ever, end up in the hands
of Hamas terrorists. Israelis and Pal-
estinians alike have been victims of
Hamas’s terror. We have seen how
Hamas uses Palestinian civilians as
human shields to—which has led to the
death of countless—countless—inno-
cent residents in Gaza.

And so we will continue to support
Israel’s efforts to eliminate Hamas
once and for all and limit civilian cas-
ualties. And as we do this, let’s use the
full force of the Senate, both sides of
the aisle, to send a clear and decisive
message to Hamas.

Let us all tell those cowards who kid-
napped children, who Kkidnapped sen-
iors, that the United States will not
stand by and let these crimes occur. We
will not rest until the hostages are
free, until justice is delivered.
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So I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port my resolution and send a clear—
and united message to the world.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1390

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam President, last Saturday, Octo-
ber 7, we saw evil personified. We saw
the deadliest attack on the Jewish
state since the Yom Kippur War, over
1,400 dead Israelis. And, for context,
think of that. If that were America, it
would be over 40,000 dead Americans.
On top of that, we have seen 30 Ameri-
cans lose their lives because of the evil
brought upon Israel. We saw Hamas—
an evil, terrorist organization—launch
an unprecedented, unprovoked, undeni-
ably devastating attack on the Jewish
state.

I can’t think of anything more evil
than the images that we saw coming
out of Israel where grandmothers were
taken captive, where babies were
burned alive, and where babies were be-
headed. For what reason? For what
reason did we see the atrocities and the
evil brought upon a people? Simply be-
cause they were Jews.

Hamas, their goal is to eliminate the
Jewish state, but that is not where
they stop. They want to annihilate
every single Jewish person on the plan-
et, with more than 6 million living here
at home in America. But they go one
step further. They despise Western de-
mocracy. They want the elimination,
the annihilation, of our entire way of
life.

Fighting that war with the single-
minded focus is exactly what we should
expect from the Jewish people, from
the State of Israel, from the Prime
Minister, Prime Minister Netanyahu.
He needs to have a single-minded focus.

But that is not the case because we
have seen, in the last 24 hours or so,
the emergence of a different kind of
war that they now must fight. It is the
war of misinformation. The
disinformation, the misinformation
war could be just as deadly, if not more
deadly, than the actual attack we saw
last Saturday, October 7.

One might ask the question: Why
would I say that? Well, I would say
that because immediately what we
have seen since the devastation in
Israel was Prime Minister Netanyahu
sending the signal that they were com-
ing into Gagza, giving people, the Pal-
estinians, a chance to find themselves
out of harm’s way.

But the misinformation campaign
takes a different turn, a different spin,
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