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statements that the Israelis bombed a
hospital.

Meetings were canceled with Presi-
dent Biden while he was in the region
because the Israelis had bombed a hos-
pital—until the facts and information
actually came out. Now, less than 24
hours later, we have overhead that can
identify the movement of different
rockets that we are able to see. We
have information that is now out in
the public, and the President has con-
firmed that was not an Israeli strike on
that hospital; that was a rocket that
was launched from inside Gaza that
went errant and then landed in Gaza
directly on the hospital, killing almost
500 people.

It was literally a terrorist attack on
Israel that, instead of hitting innocent
civilians in Israel, it hit innocent civil-
ians in Gaza.

It is still just as tragic for all of
those families, but I would call on all
the nations that immediately con-
demned Israel for attacking a hospital
to immediately turn that to condemn
Hamas for attacking civilians and for
launching rockets to Kkill civilians in
Israel that actually killed Palestinian
civilians in Gaza, that for every nation
that falsely accused Israel of this hor-
rible attack, that they would see the
evidence and they would instead turn
and try to speak to Hamas to stop their
terrorist attacks.

That is something every nation can
do, to stand up for the life and the
value of people and of civilians. I would
call on them to be able to do that even
today.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

——
ISRAEL

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
join with my overwhelming bipartisan
majority of Senators and House col-
leagues in delivering a message of un-
wavering support for our friends in
Israel. And I want to congratulate my
friend, the senior Senator from OXKkla-
homa, for his very fine speech just now
and to associate myself with every sin-
gle remark that he made, and I con-
gratulate him on making it so elo-
quently.

We have all seen the devastation
from Hamas’s brutal attacks. We need
to send this clear signal from both
sides of the aisle and both ends of this
building: Israel has the right to self-de-
fense, just as we in America deserve a
right to self-defense, and Israel is enti-
tled to our full support. The weeks
ahead will require decisive action from
Congress and decisive action from the
White House. We must ensure our allies
are armed to the teeth as they enter
what amounts to a Hamas fortress
across the border in Gaza.

They must also receive the tools they
need to keep Hezbollah in the north
and the Palestinian-Islamic jihad at
bay. And we must stand united against
Hamas’s patron, the Islamic Republic
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of Iran. Israel needs more Tamir inter-
ceptor missiles for the Iron Dome sys-
tem. They need them immediately. We
have several hundred in inventory, and
the administration should use its draw-
down authority immediately to send
these missiles without delay. We need
to pass a supplemental appropriations
bill to accelerate Tamir production in
Israel, even as the United States builds
our own Tamir manufacturing capa-
bility here in the United States by 2025.

Congress should also support the de-
livery and production of more preci-
sion-guided munitions and ammunition
for Israeli ground forces, as well as ex-
pansive intelligence sharing. And there
are many questions about intelligence
failures and shortcomings leading up to
this terrorist attack.

This episode, again, highlights that
our national defense is far behind
where it should be. Some of us have
been raising this point for a long time.
I have been making this point long be-
fore 1 was able to become ranking
member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee.

The administration needs to send
Congress a funding request that fully
resources the U.S. military for a rap-
idly worsening threat environment in
Israel and the Middle East and Ukraine
and Europe and in the Western Pacific.

For over seven-and-a-half decades,
Israel has made every effort simply to
be a peaceful democracy in a dangerous
area of the world. Hamas wants to end
the nation of Israel. That is part of
their charter. It is in writing. That is
their goal.

And, you know, our fellow American
citizens are also victims of the Hamas
violence. We have lost more than 20 fel-
low Americans to these terrorists, and,
of course, we know that some are being
held captive. Millions of Americans are
praying today that they come home.

The people of Israel know that there
can be no return to the pre-war status
quo. The pre-war status quo, the pre-
October 7 status quo is over. Israel
must now destroy Hamas, no matter
how long it takes.

As it pursues this goal, no nation
should give Hamas terrorists safe
haven. Iran should not give Hamas ter-
rorists safe haven. Tehran’s support for
this war makes one thing clear: We
successfully deter bad actors only
through unmistakable signals of Amer-
ican strength. We need to return to the
maximum pressure policies of the pre-
vious Trump administration, and we
can match that financial pressure with
a heightened defense posture in the re-
gion.

We must also examine why Iran and
its proxies believe they can get away
with this heinous massacre. We know,
for example, that the Biden adminis-
tration’s Iran policy—and this pains
me to say, Madam President—the Iran
policy was led by individuals who were
actually part of an Iranian Govern-
ment information operation. One of
those individuals has been relieved. An-
other of those individuals, Dr. Ariane
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Tabatabai, inexplicably remains in the
Office of the Secretary of Defense.
Thirty Senators have joined me in a
letter asking for answers on this. We
need answers now on why this is still
allowed to happen and what steps the
administration will take to remediate
it.

We should support the continued
Arab-Israeli peace efforts, which Presi-
dent Trump initiated through the
Abraham Accords. While I disagree
with many of the Biden administra-
tion’s Middle East policies, I strongly
support the recent Saudi-Israeli peace
initiative. Hamas clearly hopes their
terrorist attacks will grind this process
to a halt.

I am grateful that many of our Arab
partners, in the face of extreme pres-
sure and hardship, still see the true na-
ture of Hamas today. They understand
that Hamas is an Iranian-backed ter-
rorist organization who wants to wipe
Israel off the face of the map. Many of
our Arab partners have fought and de-
feated similar organizations like
Hamas within their own borders.

So I urge the Biden administration
today to emphasize the shared Arab-
Israeli interest in Hamas’s defeat so
that Arab-Israeli peace efforts can con-
tinue to progress.

Finally, let me say this. I can state
with confidence that the people of my
State are with Israel. My office has re-
ceived a remarkable outpouring of sup-
port for Israel from the people across
Mississippi. We express that support in
word and deed.

The three flagship Navy corvettes of
the Israeli battle fleet were built by
the skilled craftsmen of our Mississippi
shipyards. Think about that. Mis-
sissippi-made hulls, carrying the flag
of the Star of David, are being used to
protect the Israeli people from further
attack. It is just one example of our
common cause.

With the people of Mississippi and
with the overwhelming majority of
Senators on both sides of the aisle, I
call upon all of us to stand united in
support of an Israeli victory.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

————
ISRAEL

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam President,
let my message to Israel be clear:
America stands with you and your
right to defend yourself from this un-
speakable evil perpetrated by Hamas.

From my earliest memories, my
mom, my Sunday school teachers told
me that we support Israel. And as you
go through your faith journey, as you
go through your education, you learn
why your mom and your Sunday school
teachers said: We support Israel. I
looked no further than my own bed-
room wall to see Moses’s Ten Com-
mandments there that my mom had
put for my brother and myself to look
at every day when we awoke in the
morning.

We learned later that Moses was in-
deed the greatest lawgiver; that this
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Nation was founded on Judeo-Christian
values. It is what defines the United
States of America in so many ways.
And to our faith partners in Israel, we
are grateful for that heritage and cul-
ture that they passed on to us.

But what I have learned as a Member
of Congress, I need to pass on to every
person in America—how important
Israel is as an ally. In so many ways,
they are the eyes and ears for America
in a very, very troubled land. No doubt,
their efforts have prevented the deaths
of tens of thousands of Americans by
thwarting terrorist attacks from our
enemies. We are so blessed to share
military technology that is saving
American lives as well. Indeed, Israel
has been one of our greatest, most
staunch allies.

Today, we need to face the truth. We
need to tell the truth. Hamas is a ter-
rorist organization, and it only knows
one language: death and destruction.
Hamas’s sole purpose is to radicalize
its people, serve as a breeding ground
for terrorism, and entirely eradicate
Israel and other freedom-loving people
like Americans.

The actions of Hamas over this last
week serve as an illustration of their
principles. Look, Hamas has no inter-
est in dialogue, only in destruction.
Hamas does not want peace, they want
punishment. Hamas wants war, not co-
existence. Hamas is a terrorist army
with a track record of unspeakable bru-
tality and a commitment to wiping out
not just Israel but America as well.
This terrorist organization knows only
one language: death and destruction.

But the head of the snake is Iran.
That is part of the truth that needs to
be told. Iran is the head of the snake
and Hamas is just a puppet fulfilling
the prophecy of its leader. Hamas
fighters and other terrorist groups are
inspired, encouraged, and empowered
by Iran to continue committing more
brutal, more savage, and more dev-
astating terrorist attacks around the
globe.

Look, I think there is no doubt in my
mind that Iran planned, they funded,
they armed, and they authorized the
brutal murders of babies, burning
women alive in the streets, and killing
30 Americans. This blood—the blood of
American citizens—is on the hands of
Iran and Hamas. As we go forward over
these next weeks, these next months,
we need to realize that all the blood
being shed belongs on the hands of
Iran.

I would ask the White House to
strongly condemn Iran’s actions and
disavow their terrorist regime. We need
to stop empowering Iran. We need to
stop encouraging them to develop nu-
clear weapons and making it possible
to do that. We need to turn off their
spigots. Right now, Iran is selling $1
billion of oil every week to pay for
wars like this.

Under this administration, Iran’s re-
serves have gone from $6 billion to $60
billion. We have to stop turning our
heads to the sanctions. We need to dou-
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ble down on our sanctions. We need to
stop the funding from Iran, this head of
the snake.

Lastly, we need to make sure that all
the other puppets of Iran know that if
they engage further in war with Israel,
as my dad would say, there will be hell
to pay. This seems complicated to
many people, but I think that is why it
is so important that the United States
outline exactly what our priorities are
as we undertake these next several
weeks.

No. 1, first and foremost, should be a
focus on getting American citizens
back home safely and to free American
hostages. Every day that we wait,
every day that goes by, American hos-
tages are being terrorized. They are
being tortured by Hamas. It goes with-
out saying that we need to cut the head
off the snake, which is Iran.

As I really ponder what is ahead of us
here in the near future, I think about
what one of my boyhood heroes said,
Dwight David Eisenhower, 34th Presi-
dent of the United States. This is what
President Eisenhower said:

I hate war as only a soldier who has lived
it can, only as one who has seen its bru-
tality, its futility, and its stupidity.

I, too, hate war. This is not going to
be pretty for the next several weeks
and, I am afraid, months even.

We need to be clear about what Israel
is up against. Their opponents, they
are worse than animals. They are using
women and babies as human shields
and harboring hundreds of hostages.

I support Israel, and I understand and
encourage their need to fight fire with
fire when it comes to decimating this
threat. The existence of Hamas is a
clear and present danger to the United
States, to Israel, and the entire free
world. There is no safe Israel; there is
no safe world; there is no safe America
as long as Hamas lives in the Gaza
Strip.

Again, I just pledge my support to
the people of Israel.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

ISRAEL

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I
join my colleague from Kansas and
many others who are going to be on the
floor today in full and total support of
one of our most steadfast allies, the
State of Israel. I also stand here today
to strongly condemn—condemn in the
strongest terms—the terrorist attacks
perpetrated on Israel by Hamas.

Since the initial attack on October 7,
we have lost 31 American citizens.
Other Americans remain unaccounted
for and are being held hostage. More
than 1,400 Israelis have been killed, and
countless families have been left with-
out a home and without their loved
ones.

This is an unacceptable tragedy and
recalls far too familiar memories of
terrorist attacks in our own Nation’s
history. We remember vividly the dev-
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astating and hostile attacks that ISIS
deployed and can clearly see the par-
allels between their terroristic actions
and the wrath that Hamas is now per-
petrating. Now is the time to unabash-
edly and unapologetically support
Israel, and I do.

It is also time to support Israel’s
right to defend themselves and their
people. The United States and Israel
has a long, long history of dem-
onstrating mutual respect and alle-
giance to one another.

It dates back to 1948, when President
Truman became the first world leader
to recognize the Jewish State. Since
then, Israel has displayed unmatched
loyalty and provided critical support to
our country in the Middle East. Israel
has stood beside us in some of our
darkest hours, and now, as friends do,
we will do the same for them.

It is imperative that Congress take
action now and provide the support
that Israel needs in the face of these
terrorist attacks, both to properly de-
fend themselves but also to provide the
humanitarian resources needed for
those whose lives have been decimated
by a group that shows no mercy toward
civilians, many of whom are women
and children.

Our country must do all that it can
within our power to rescue American
hostages and return them to safety.
This has to be met with increased ur-
gency because time is of the essence. I
am afraid the longer we wait, the sad-
der the stories, especially for those
hostages who are in severe need of
medical attention.

We must also make certain that the
$6 billion in frozen assets that the
Biden administration planned to send
to Iran in September remains frozen.

It is incomprehensible to me that the
Biden administration made the an-
nouncement that they were going to
unfreeze $6 billion to Iran and that
they would do that on September 11 of
this year. Additionally, it is imperative
that the Biden administration finally
strengthens and enforces U.S. sanc-
tions on the Iranian regime, which is
raking in billions of dollars—the Ira-
nian regime is raking in billions of dol-
lars—in illicit oil sales.

It is past time to get tough on Ira-
nian oil and to stop the regime from
skirting our U.S. sanctions. Iran is
selling 1.4 billion barrels of oil per day
this year and using these proceeds to
fund what we just saw over the last
several weeks—these murderous ac-
tions of terrorist groups throughout
the region—and they fund their own
military at the same time.

It should surprise no one that Iran,
the world leader in state-sponsored ter-
rorism, was heavily involved in this at-
tack and that they continue to support
the unjustifiable actions of Hamas.

The leaders of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee have put forth a
resolution, of which I am an original
cosponsor and support strongly, as do
many of us. This resolution declares
that Congress will stand with Israel. It
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