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put it to Bowden, ‘‘they’d just fought 
one of the most one-sided battles in 
American history.’’ 

But the shocking videos of the bodies 
of American soldiers being desecrated 
and an American pilot in captivity 
overshadowed everything else. Most 
Americans had no idea we even had 
troops in Somalia, much less that they 
were engaging in such ferocious battle. 

President Clinton had failed to ar-
ticulate what vital national interest 
justified his decision to massively ex-
pand the limited mission he inherited 
from President Bush. He neither de-
ployed enough troops nor gave them 
enough firepower and engagement au-
thorities to complete that expanded 
mission. 

Now, faced with political con-
troversy, he cut and ran. His decision 
left many of our troops in Mogadishu 
confused and enraged. Many asked: If 
the mission was worth 18 American 
lives, why would they abandon it now? 
And if it wasn’t, what were they doing 
there in the first place? And what 
about vengeance for the dead and 
wounded? 

President Clinton didn’t trouble him-
self to answer these questions. He shut 
down Task Force Ranger. He an-
nounced that the American forces 
within the broader U.N. peacekeeping 
mission would come home by March. 
He released the prisoners that Task 
Force Ranger had captured, including 
the two targets from the raid on Octo-
ber 3. 

President Clinton later wrote that ‘‘I 
knew how President Kennedy felt after 
the Bay of Pigs.’’ I suppose so. He knew 
what it felt like to bring humiliation 
and shame to a great and powerful na-
tion—and grave danger, because, 
among the unanswered questions was 
another one: What kind of lesson would 
it teach our enemies if America packed 
up and left at the first moment of 
bloodshed? For it wasn’t just Ameri-
cans and Somalis watching. The rest of 
the world was also watching. 

Among those watching was the ob-
scure leader of a nascent terrorist net-
work called al-Qaida. Osama bin Laden 
concluded that America, in his words, 
was ‘‘a paper tiger and after a few 
blows ran in defeat.’’ 

In fact, bin Laden regularly cited 
President Clinton’s frantic withdrawal 
from Somalia in his many fatwas, 
statements, and interviews about 
America over the next 8 years. 

That dangerous lesson is also an im-
portant reminder for us today. We can 
control where we commit our forces, 
which we shouldn’t do absent a compel-
ling national interest. We certainly 
shouldn’t commit them to quixotic, 
Wilsonian nation-building projects. 
But once American power and prestige 
is committed, the whole world is 
watching, especially our enemies, and, 
from Somalia to Kabul to Ukraine, 
they will learn dangerous lessons when 
our leaders are timid, irresolute, and 
weak. 

But one lesson our enemies will al-
ways take away from the battle of 

Mogadishu is never challenge the 
American soldier on the field of battle. 
Against all odds and despite political 
constraints, our troops in Mogadishu 
fought with unparalleled bravery and 
skill. They brought back their dead 
and wounded. They accomplished their 
mission. They made their country 
proud. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, I want 
to thank the men who served and sac-
rificed so much 30 years ago. God bless 
them. God bless their families. May 
God continue to bless America with 
warriors just like them. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

Senator from Texas. 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as the 
world now knows, over the weekend, 
Congress passed a short-term funding 
bill to prevent a government shutdown. 

I want to commend Speaker MCCAR-
THY and the Members of the House on 
both sides of the aisle for finding a 
path forward to keep the government 
open for the next 45 days while the two 
Chambers advance full-year appropria-
tions bills. The failure to advance 
those bills was, in fact, the reason why 
we came up against the end of the fis-
cal year deadline and had to resort to 
a short-term continuing resolution. 

Now, I have made my feelings about 
government shutdowns crystal clear. 
They don’t save any money. They don’t 
solve any problems, and the same prob-
lems that caused you to shut down the 
government are still there staring you 
in the face when you reopen. They are 
not in anyone’s best interest, unless 
you are concerned primarily with poli-
tics and the blame game. 

When the government shuts down, 
millions of federal workers are left 
without being paid. Now, that doesn’t 
mean they don’t have to continue 
doing their jobs. It just means they 
won’t get paid. That includes members 
of the military, our frontline border se-
curity personnel, and so many others. I 
am glad their families don’t have to 
confront the reality of a shutdown 
today. 

Beyond the impact on individual 
workers, shutdowns impact critical 
functions of the Federal Government. 
Immigration court hearings are can-
celed, resulting in an even greater 
backlog of pending cases. The E-Verify 
system, which is designed to allow em-
ployers to determine whether some-
body can lawfully work in the United 
States, is taken offline, meaning em-
ployers have no way to verify job appli-
cants’ employment eligibility. In many 
cases, Federal investigators aren’t able 
to pursue leads of potential criminal 
activity, develop evidence, or even 
bring enforcement actions against bad 
actors. Programs that support our vet-
erans, low-income families, and other 
vulnerable Americans are temporarily 
paralyzed. 

So there are no winners during a gov-
ernment shutdown. The overwhelming 
majority of us—and, I believe, of the 

country—understand that. So I am 
glad we were able to avert a crisis at 
the last minute. But the fact that we 
even landed in that situation rep-
resents a failure of Congress to govern, 
and it starts right here in the U.S. Sen-
ate. 

At the start of the summer, it looked 
like the Senate would embrace the reg-
ular appropriations process, something 
it hadn’t done in a long time. The day 
this Chamber passed the legislation 
raising the debt limit, Leader SCHUMER 
and Leader MCCONNELL issued a joint 
statement about the process going for-
ward. This is back when the debt ceil-
ing legislation was signed. They said 
they asked the chair and vice chair of 
the Appropriations Committee to get 
regular order process started to move 
all 12 appropriations bills through the 
Appropriations Committee. The leader-
ship also pledged to work in a biparti-
sanship fashion to advance funding 
bills and noted that ‘‘expeditious floor 
consideration’’ would be key to pre-
venting automatic funding cuts. 

Well, there is no question that our 
colleagues on the Appropriations Com-
mittee did their job. As a matter of 
fact, they exceeded their expectations. 
Under the leadership of Chairman MUR-
RAY and Ranking Member COLLINS, the 
Appropriations Committee passed all 12 
appropriations bills before the end of 
July. Each bill received, as I said, 
broad bipartisan support. More than 
half of them passed unanimously. 

So our colleagues on the Appropria-
tions Committee, on a bipartisan basis, 
handed the majority leader 12 bipar-
tisan funding bills on a silver platter. 
They put the Senate in the strongest 
possible position to return to a trans-
parent, orderly, and full-participation 
process, where every Member of the 
Senate would get a chance to partici-
pate in shaping those bills—hopefully, 
maybe even improving them. 

But, as we know now, that is not 
what happened. The majority leader, 
which, as we know—maybe not every-
body knows—is the only person in the 
Senate—of all 100 Senators, the major-
ity leader is the only one who can 
schedule legislation for votes on the 
floor. And he allowed the months of 
June, July, August, and half of Sep-
tember to pass before he even at-
tempted to put a bill on the floor. 

The minibus, or the package of three 
appropriations bills that the Senate 
majority leader, the Senator from New 
York, put on the floor for vote, wasn’t 
until 18 days before the funding dead-
line. Now, that is a far cry from the 
‘‘expeditious floor consideration’’ that 
he promised earlier this year. He had 
ample time and countless opportunities 
to move those bills across the Senate 
floor and to pave the way for a 
thoughtful and on-time appropriations 
process. 

Instead, as we all know, we were here 
on Saturday, September 30, scrambling 
to pass a short-term funding bill to 
avoid a shutdown. And I remember, 
speech after speech after speech, the 
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majority leader said: Oh, it is those Re-
publicans in the House who are causing 
this problem. And he accepted no re-
sponsibility for his failure to move a 
single appropriations bill through the 
Senate before the end of the fiscal 
year. 

Well, we were staring down the barrel 
of a government shutdown, and it was 
in large part because of his lack of 
leadership of the Senate. I am sure 
that Senator SCHUMER will not hesitate 
to claim credit for keeping the govern-
ment open and blame the House for the 
problems, but I think it is important to 
remind everyone of the facts. 

Mr. President, here we are, October 3, 
the Democrat-led Senate has still not 
passed a single one of the 12 regular ap-
propriations bills. We haven’t passed 
funding for the Defense Department, 
for Homeland Security, for Veterans 
Affairs—nothing. And what is even 
more astonishing is the majority lead-
er, apparently, has no plans to move 
any appropriations bills across the 
floor this week or in coming weeks. 
The Senate is not even expected to ad-
dress any appropriations bills before 
gaveling out tomorrow evening and re-
turning about 2 weeks later. 

Now, as we know, Congress passed, 
thanks to the House, a bipartisan stop-
gap appropriations bill. We had 45 days 
from Saturday to fund the government 
on an ongoing basis, and the majority 
leader has chosen to send the Members 
of the Senate home for the next 2 
weeks and to burn 2 weeks out of the 45 
days, doing nothing. I fear that, 45 days 
from Saturday, we will have passed— 
since we passed the current continuing 
resolution, we will find ourselves ex-
actly in the same place we found our-
selves just a couple of days ago. 

It is outrageous. It is irresponsible. 
The American people deserve better. 

The House, by contrast, which the 
majority leader likes to point to as the 
problem, even though they saved our 
bacon by passing a short-term CR 
there—when the Senate had done noth-
ing, all we could do was take up their 
short-term continuing resolution and 
pass it, which we did on Saturday 
night. 

Meanwhile, the House has passed 5 of 
its 12 funding bills, with plans to ad-
vance even more during the coming 
days. Speaker MCCARTHY canceled the 
scheduled recess so the House can con-
tinue to process those bills. 

The Senate majority leader should 
take a few lessons from Speaker 
MCCARTHY. He should start putting 
funding bills on the floor and take our 
responsibilities seriously. There is no 
excuse for burning 2 weeks out of the 45 
days we just got last Saturday when 
there is so much work to be done. 

But I guarantee one thing, I will bet 
you Senator SCHUMER will try to cast 
blame on House Republicans. But the 
facts speak for themselves. The only 
reason we are not in a shutdown today 
is because of Speaker MCCARTHY, be-
cause of his leadership. He managed to 
get a clean short-term funding bill 

through the House with bipartisan sup-
port. All Senator SCHUMER had to do 
was schedule a vote in the Senate. 
MCCARTHY’s clean continuing resolu-
tion passed with the vote of 88 Sen-
ators. 

Well, I hope the majority leader will 
use the next couple of weeks—or the 
remaining weeks in that 45-day re-
prieve—far more wisely than he has 
used it during the last 3 months. He 
promised regular order, and now is his 
chance, once again, to deliver it. 

In the next several weeks, I hope the 
Senate will have the chance to visit all 
12 of those appropriations bills—maybe 
bundled as so-called minibuses, but to 
address them, nonetheless. But I expect 
the Senate will also, at the same time, 
have a thorough debate about our Na-
tion’s border security or lack thereof. 

The Biden administration claims it is 
taking action to control illegal immi-
gration, but the evidence plainly shows 
that their policies are making things 
worse, not better. According to news 
reports, September broke the record 
for the most border crossings in a sin-
gle month. An estimated 260,000 mi-
grants crossed the southern border last 
month. 

CBS News has reported that the De-
partment of Homeland Security has re-
leased most migrants into the inte-
rior—just released them—some even 
without a notice to appear in immigra-
tion court. The Department of Home-
land Security has instructed them to 
undergo immigration court pro-
ceedings, which, potentially, are as 
much as 10 years away. 

Law enforcement, nonprofits, and 
border communities have been under 
tremendous strain throughout the 
Biden administration, and it is time for 
Congress to take action to address the 
crisis, even if President Biden will not. 

I was in New York yesterday and 
learned about the strain being placed 
on that great city, just trying to house 
all of the migrants who end up there. 

I read that the Governor of Illinois is 
asking for more money to help pay for 
the housing and the feeding of these 
families. 

So, clearly, we have got a problem, 
but, so far, the Biden administration 
hasn’t cared to lift a finger to do any-
thing about it. 

One thing I can promise you is I, for 
one, am not going to vote for a penny 
of more money to fund the current bro-
ken system. So we are going to have a 
debate and a discussion, and we are 
going to have some votes on what the 
Federal Government needs to do to 
step up and fill the gap being filled 
right now by States like Texas and Ari-
zona. 

We need more agents. We need more 
detention space, more physical bar-
riers, more immigration judges, and 
more flexibility to remove individuals 
who have zero legitimate claim to re-
main in the United States. 

President Biden has proven his un-
willingness to address this crisis. So it 
is time for Congress to do so. 

As funding discussions continue, this 
is a top priority for Senate Repub-
licans, and I know, from talking to my 
Democratic colleagues, they under-
stand this is a problem. They under-
stand that the problem that many 
thought was one that border States had 
to bear is now affecting the entire 
country. And we haven’t even talked 
about the drugs that come across the 
border, smuggled by the same criminal 
organizations that smuggle people. 

So I am glad Congress averted a gov-
ernment shutdown, but the real work 
has just begun. We have less than 7 
weeks to advance a full-year appropria-
tions bill and address urgent priorities 
like securing the border. I would urge 
the majority leader just to quit wast-
ing time. You know, for many weeks 
now, Congress has not been in session— 
or the Senate has not been in session— 
on Mondays. So we come into session 
on Tuesday at about 3 in the afternoon, 
have a vote at 5:30, and then we leave 
after lunch on Thursday. The American 
people are not getting what they pay 
for when it comes to the Senate doing 
its job. But, again, the person who con-
trols that schedule is the majority 
leader, and it is time to get serious and 
to get to work and to do our job. 

I hope the majority leader will quit 
wasting time and allow the Senators to 
do the work we were sent here to do. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

TIKTOK 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 

last week, I came to the floor and 
brought forward the proof that the 
Biden administration allowed an Ira-
nian influence operation to infiltrate 
our government, and they com-
promised one of the most sensitive 
weapons negotiations in our Nation’s 
history. It was only after the media 
and Senate Republicans exposed this 
ongoing threat to our national security 
that the Biden administration agreed 
to investigate it. 

So, as I said, last week, I sent a let-
ter to the Pentagon, demanding to 
know why Biden administration offi-
cials granted these operatives top-se-
cret security clearances and sent them 
to negotiate with the very adversaries 
that they once worked for. 

But, today, I want to remind my col-
leagues of another influence operation 
that we have known of for a long time 
which requires no security clearance 
and no special access to government 
documents. 

For years, TikTok has been under 
scrutiny for its ties to the Chinese 
Communist Party. We know that this 
company openly violates basic privacy 
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