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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable PETER
WELCH, a Senator from the State of
Vermont.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, most holy, You are more
ready to hear us than we are to pray,
for You know our needs before we ask
for help. Give us listening ears, respon-
sive hearts, and willing spirits.

Bless our Senators. Fill their lives
with meaning, and shower them with
Your wisdom. Reveal the issues that
matter most so their work will glorify
You. Let Your love sustain them
through the welter and variety of the
legislative process.

And, Lord, empower Your new addi-
tion to the U.S. Senate: Ms. BUTLER.

We pray in Your marvelous Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 3, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable PETER WELCH, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of Vermont, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WELCH thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair
lays before the Senate a certificate of
appointment to fill the unexpired—and
unexpected—term created by the death
of the late Senator Dianne Feinstein of
the State of California. The certificate,
the Chair is advised, is in the form sug-
gested by the Senate.

If there be no objection, the reading
of the certificate will be waived and it
will be printed in full in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the certifi-
cate was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT
To the President of the Senate of the United
States:

This is to certify that, pursuant to the
power vested in me by the Constitution of
the United States and the laws of the State
of California, I, Gavin Newsom, the Governor
of California, do hereby appoint Laphonza
Butler a Senator from California to rep-
resent California in the Senate of the United
States until the vacancy therein caused by
the death of Senator Dianne Feinstein, is
filled by election as provided by law.

Witness: His excellency our Governor
Gavin Newsom in the City of Sacramento,
and our seal hereto affixed in the City of San
Diego, this 1st day of October, in the year of
our Lord 2023.

GAVIN NEWSOM,
Governor.
SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D.,
Secretary of State.
[State Seal Affixed]

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF
OFFICE

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Sen-
ator-designate will now present herself
at the desk, the Chair will administer
the oath of office.

The Senator-designate, LAPHONZA
BUTLER, escorted by Mr. PADILLA, ad-
vanced to the desk of the Vice Presi-
dent; the oath prescribed by law was
administered to her by the Vice Presi-
dent; and she subscribed to the oath in
the Official Oath Book.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Congratula-
tions, Senator.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

WELCOMING LAPHONZA BUTLER
TO THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it
says, ‘“‘Let me be the first to welcome
our newest colleague,” but I see she
has had a lot of good welcomes already.
So let me be the first majority leader
to welcome our newest colleague to the
U.S. Senate, Senator LAPHONZA BUT-
LER, sworn in moments ago as the next
Senator from California.

Mr. President, I can’t help but think
how proud Senator Feinstein would be
seeing someone as brilliant, as accom-
plished, as history-making as
LAPHONZA BUTLER take her place. I
know that our old colleague is looking
down at this moment with pride now
that her seat is in good hands.

Congratulations to Senator BUTLER
on this immense honor. This is a his-
toric moment for the Senate, for Cali-
fornia, and for the entire country. Sen-
ator BUTLER is only the third Black
woman in American history to serve in
the U.S. Senate. She is the first openly
lesbian Senator from California, and
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she is the first openly LGBTQ Senator
of color to serve in this body. Today,
the Senate takes another step toward
fully reflecting our vibrant democracy.

Now, LAPHONZA’s life story can be
summarized in two words: serving oth-
ers. By her own telling, service was
practically a dinner table conversation
growing up in Magnolia, MS. After los-
ing her father to illness, LAPHONZA
watched her mom sacrifice everything
to put her Kkids first: working night
shifts as a nurse, as a security guard, a
classroom aide, anything to help her
kids have a better life.

No surprise, that example left a mark
on LAPHONZA for the rest of her days.
Following in her mom’s footsteps,
LAPHONZA has dedicated her entire ca-
reer to fighting for others: fighting for
women, fighting for working families,
and fighting for the cause of justice. I
know she will do the same here in the
Senate.

So, again, this is a proud moment for
all of us. And I know this must be a
proud moment for LAPHONZA’s family.

I know you are not supposed to ad-
dress members of the Senate Gallery,
Mr. President, but let me say this to
everyone who had attended here and
who are still here: We are all very
happy LAPHONZA’s family could join us
to share in this special day. We share
in their joy too.

Finally, to our colleague LAPHONZA, I
know these last few days have felt like
a whirlwind. I know it seems like there
is a million things to do and so little
time to do them. But rest assured, we
are here to help you.

I spent a great half hour, 45 minutes
talking to LAPHONZA, and she is going
to be one great Senator. We are ready
to work with her. All of us who have
stood where LAPHONZA stands now have
felt the awesome weight of holding this
office and are ready to help her. I urge
you, if you permit me, to never let the
sense of duty disappear, for in our
hands rests the trust, the wishes, the
hopes, and the burdens of the American
people.

So to Senator BUTLER, congratula-
tions on this honor and welcome to the
Senate today. Today is a day of cele-
bration.

As we celebrate, we also remember to
give thanks to our late colleague and
friend Senator Feinstein.

For the information of Senators, the
floor of the Senate will close so Mem-
bers can attend the memorial service
of Senator Feinstein in San Francisco
this Thursday. And on that day, it will
be my honor to speak at Senator Fein-
stein’s memorial to give thanks for all
she did for this country and to honor
the legacy she leaves behind.

I hope all my colleagues who worked
with her all these years are able to at-
tend so we can say a final goodbye to
one of the greatest public servants to
serve in this Chamber.
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MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 5692

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk that
is due for a second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

The clerk will read the bill by title
for the second time.

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing:

A bill (H.R. 5692) making supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bill will be placed on the calendar.

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

WELCOMING LAPHONZA BUTLER
TO THE SENATE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would like to begin today by wel-
coming our newest colleague, Senator
LAPHONZA BUTLER of California.

As the Senate continues to mourn
our late friend and colleague Dianne
Feinstein, I know the people of Cali-
fornia are grateful for Senator BUT-
LER’s willingness to serve. And I know
our colleagues join me in welcoming
her.

———

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, now
on another matter, last week, the Sen-
ate voted to prevent a domestic budget
dispute from shutting down the Fed-
eral Government. Now, with straight-
forward, short-term funding in place, it
is time for Congress to redouble our ef-
forts on a number of unfinished prior-
ities.

In the coming weeks, the Senate
needs to continue making progress on
full-year appropriations. And we will
begin by funding important resources
for military construction, veterans
services, agriculture, housing, and
transportation infrastructure.

But our work does not stop there.
The Senate also needs to address ur-
gent supplemental funding needs and
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continue our work to bring the Biden
administration’s reckless spending and
radical regulations to heel.

Many of our colleagues are particu-
larly keen to deliver additional relief
to communities rebuilding after dev-
astating national disasters—from hur-
ricanes on the gulf coast to wildfires in
Hawaii, to flooding in Kentucky.

Bipartisan majorities in both Cham-
bers continue to recognize that pro-
viding additional lethal assistance to
Ukraine’s defense against Russian ag-
gression is in the United States’ direct
interest.

Across the country, as historic infla-
tion continues to wreck household
budgets, millions of working families
are ready to turn the page on
Bidenomics.

After three record-setting years of
functionally open borders, folks in
every State are eager for Congress to
force the Biden administration to start
cleaning up the southern border crisis.
The fiscal year that just ended saw ap-
prehensions at the southern border ex-
ceed 2 million for only the second time
in history. The first time was just last
year. Some reports expect that the last
month’s total could clock in as the
highest on record. On President Biden’s
watch, illegal border crossings and asy-
lum claims have stretched Border Pa-
trol and ICE personnel to their break-
ing point.

Authorities are seizing hundreds of
millions of lethal doses of fentanyl, al-
though they also estimate that they
are apprehending just a fraction—
roughly a quarter—of all the fentanyl
that is smuggled at the border.

Frankly, this is less about providing
border personnel with new resources
than it is about giving them the au-
thority and direction to actually en-
force the law. It is certainly not about
bailing out blue State sanctuary cities
while the tsunami of illegal immigra-
tion continues unabated. It is about
the administration finally taking com-
monsense steps to end their wrong-
headed policies that have encouraged
illegal immigrants to cross our borders
in the first place.

Every State is now a border State.
Major cities like New York and Chi-
cago are being overwhelmed by arrivals
from the southern border. Finally, even
blue State mayors and Governors are
joining the chorus calling out the ad-
ministration for its utter failure on
border security.

Of course, across the country, liberal
local governments and innocent resi-
dents are also facing the consequences
of years of soft-on-crime policies, and
once again our Nation’s Capital leads
the headlines.

Just last night, for example, Con-
gressman HENRY CUELLAR was the vic-
tim of a violent carjacking a few
blocks from the Capitol Building.
Armed assailants threatened him at
gunpoint and stole his car. Thankfully,
our House colleague was not injured,
and his car has been recovered.
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