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and passed bills and did what she wants 
was not because she was just—they 
were just going to accept her as she 
was at that moment in time. It was the 
hard work. It was the relationships. It 
was the leaderships. 

When I heard about the seersucker 
suit, I had the same experience. I am 
brandnew in the Senate. I don’t have 
much resources. And DIANNE calls to 
get my measurements. That actually 
happened. And she got me one of those 
suits as well. 

When I talk to young women about 
them getting involved in politics these 
days, a lot of them shy away from it. 
We still aren’t where we are supposed 
to be with the numbers. One of the rea-
sons they give is the attacks; they 
can’t handle the negativity. When I 
think of DIANNE, she just kept her head 
high. I literally think of her posture. 
She kept her head high. She walked 
through every storm. Things would fall 
on the side, but she had a mission and 
her mission would be whatever was her 
responsibility of that day. Whether it 
was the Patent Reform Act, whether it 
was getting her groundbreaking report 
done on torture, whether it was the 
work she did in leading the historic 
legislation on the assault weapons ban, 
she kept her head up high and she led. 
That was her instinct. No matter what 
happened in this place, no matter what 
clothes changed, no matter who 
changed, she always led. And we will 
miss her today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
served beside Senator FEINSTEIN on the 
Judiciary Committee my entire time 
here, and I worked closely with her on 
the Intelligence Committee during the 
time we overlapped there. 

I am honored to join my colleagues 
in participating in this remembrance 
to her. It has been said, I think, over 
and over again, of her elegance, as Sen-
ator COLLINS said; of how put together 
she was, as Senator MURKOWSKI said; of 
how gracious she was, as pretty much 
everyone has said. Her preparedness 
was another standout virtue in this 
body. 

I have heard her say ‘‘I am going 
home to read tonight.’’ Serving with 
her on those committees, I saw over 
and over again the amount of work 
that she put herself and her staff 
through to make sure that she was 
well-prepared. I never saw a Member of 
this body better prepared than Senator 
FEINSTEIN. 

But the characteristic that I most as-
sociate with her is bravery—whether it 
was the bravery of throwing herself 
into California politics as a young 
woman at a time when not many 
women were doing that or the way she 
bravely handled the murders at city 
hall and her response to that or wheth-
er she was willing to come here, when 
women were few, and break glass ceil-

ing after glass ceiling after glass ceil-
ing. 

But the place where I saw her brav-
ery most was when we worked together 
on the Senate Intelligence Committee 
torture report. I was kind of Robin to 
her Batman in that effort. And I still 
remember her, right about where Sen-
ator MURRAY now is, delivering her leg-
endary speech that blew the cover off 
the CRA torture report. To get there, 
she had to get through massive coun-
terattacks from the CIA on her and on 
our Intelligence Committee staff. She 
had to oppose the Bush administration 
that was pushing back against her 
from the very highest levels. 

And when the administration 
changed, she had to show the same 
bravery and the same resistance 
against pretty much equal pressure 
from the Obama administration to shut 
up and go away. Well, shut up and go 
away were not things that Senator 
FEINSTEIN was willing to hear, and the 
moment that she spent on the Senate 
floor delivering that report was one of 
the moments that I am proudest of in 
the time that I have been here at the 
Senate. 

Let me close by talking about her 
last weeks here because I think you 
have to see those last weeks here in the 
context of her preparation, her deter-
mined effort to be as perfect as she 
could be, and her bravery because it 
was not easy for her to come and do 
the work that she did in those last 
weeks. 

But she knew that we needed her. 
She knew that despite how difficult it 
was, despite the difficulty she would 
have in meeting her own standards of 
perfection, it would have been easy just 
to go, but she knew that we needed her. 
We would have lost our majority in the 
Judiciary Committee without her, and 
I view her last months and weeks in 
this body as the last episode of her long 
career of bravery. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, over the 
next days and weeks and months, we 
are going to hear a lot about our dear 
friend DIANNE FEINSTEIN, and I am so 
glad that some of her friends from Cali-
fornia and the Speaker—former Speak-
er—NANCY PELOSI and her family are 
here to just be with us in these first 
moments of our learning of her pass-
ing. 

And we all have stories to tell about 
DIANNE, but when I joined, for example, 
the Intel Committee, and she was 
chairing it, she said: MAZIE, this is not 
a committee that you can just para-
chute in and not spend the time really 
learning about our intelligence com-
munity and all that—and I really took 
that to heart. I spent many, many 
hours on that committee, even though 
we could never talk about it. And then 
at one of the earlier hearings of the Ju-

diciary Committee—and I really mar-
veled at this. It was a hearing that had 
to do with guns, and I always associate, 
of course, DIANNE with her courageous 
fight to ban assault weapons. And one 
of the newer members of the Judiciary 
Committee, as I was, chose that hear-
ing to lecture DIANNE FEINSTEIN about 
her efficacy on guns, and I thought this 
was so untoward against someone who 
had spent so much of her time fighting 
for gun safety. But she just said: I have 
not spent all these years on this com-
mittee to be lectured by you, which I 
thought was really quite tactful. 

But later she said to me—she took 
me aside, and she said: Do you think I 
was too mean? Do you think I should 
apologize? And all I could think of was, 
Are you kidding? That was DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN. She was old school. She was 
very kind. And I am wearing a scarf 
that she gave to me. And you have 
heard some of my other colleagues talk 
about, if we admired something of hers, 
she would give it to us. Well, this scarf 
she was wearing at that moment, and I 
said: Oh, that is such a lovely scarf, 
and she just took it off and gave it to 
me. 

I wear this scarf often. In fact, we 
had to be careful about admiring any-
thing DIANNE had because she would 
likely take it off and give it to us. But 
this is one of the things that I will al-
ways remember about DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN, her courage, her integrity, her 
commitment to public service, lit-
erally, until the very, very end. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN 

HOLLEN). The Senator from New Hamp-
shire is recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I want 
to offer my condolences to DIANNE’s 
family, to her colleagues in California, 
to the Speaker Emerita, to my col-
league Senator PADILLA, and to so 
many of our friends and colleagues who 
are watching today. I wanted to rise 
just because I am one of the newer 
women in the U.S. Senate, and I want-
ed to acknowledge the difference that 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN’s example and work 
has made for me, for my constituents, 
for our daughters, and our grand-
daughters. 

When I came to the Senate, the bi-
partisan women’s dinners were long-es-
tablished. I didn’t have to think about 
how I would get to know my women 
colleagues and share experiences and 
learn the ropes from them because 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN and her other col-
leagues who were early pioneers in the 
Senate had already done some of that 
work for us. I didn’t have to think 
about whether there was going to be a 
women’s bathroom right off the floor 
that I could use just the way the men 
use their bathroom in quick moments 
because DIANNE FEINSTEIN and others 
had paved the way. 

I didn’t have to think about whether 
I would be accepted in the same way 
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that DIANNE FEINSTEIN had to because 
she had already done that really dif-
ficult work of being that much better 
than everybody else to make sure that 
she never let women down and that she 
never let her constituents down. 

This morning, after Senator MURRAY 
called us and said that we are all going 
to be on the floor, I was rushing to get 
ready, and to Senator MURKOWSKI’s 
point, I put on different shoes than I 
was planning to. They were shoes that 
DIANNE had admired. She had the same 
pair, and she told me they were good 
ones to wear. 

I wore a scarf—it is not one DIANNE 
gave me but because I thought DIANNE 
would think it would add a little some-
thing to my presence today. In the last 
few months of her service, DIANNE 
graced us with her dignity and with her 
friendship. She had a way of sitting 
down next to me in caucus lunch and 
checking in. She knew I had had some 
particular caregiving challenges at 
home, and she would always say to me: 
Who is with Ben right now? Ben is our 
son. How are things with the family? I 
am not sure people really understand 
that women still have family respon-
sibilities that aren’t easily transfer-
able. 

She wanted me always to know that 
we had made a lot of progress but that 
there was still progress to make. And 
in her way of nudging us and being an 
example for us, she was reminding us 
that we still have work to do and she 
was counting on us to do it. 

The last meeting that my senior Sen-
ator and I had with DIANNE about an 
issue that was really important to our 
State and we needed a vote on, she had 
been home in California recuperating, 
and she had just made it back to the 
Senate. And we went to meet with her 
in her hideaway, and I, frankly, didn’t 
know what to expect. I didn’t know 
how her health would be. She had a 
memo—it wasn’t a short one—that laid 
out the entire issue that we were there 
to talk to her about. She went through 
that memo, several places, and said: 
Well, I read here that this is the case, 
and I read there that that is the case, 
and you both are telling me that you 
think I should vote in a particular way. 

We went back and forth about a cou-
ple of issues. We reinforced our argu-
ments, our belief in why she should 
vote to support our position. She asked 
us questions. She knew her stuff. She 
had read the memo. And she said for a 
number of reasons—and she laid them 
out—that she would vote with us. 

She had muscle memory that pulled 
her up to her full height. She had the 
intellectual discipline and memory to 
understand how to cut to the chase and 
make sure she understood the essence 
of the issue we were dealing with. And 
she was reminding us of what you are 
supposed to do to serve your constitu-
ents, your State, and your country as a 
U.S. Senator. 

May her memory be a blessing. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New York. 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 

want to thank Senator PATTY MURRAY 
for bringing us all together today. It is 
a privilege to be on the floor of the 
U.S. Senate; it is a privilege to serve in 
the Senate; and it was a privilege to 
serve with someone as extraordinary as 
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. People 
know me as a Senator who cares deeply 
about women’s rights, about LGBT 
equality, about children, family, safe-
ty. And anything that I have ever cared 
about, DIANNE was fighting for, long 
before I was ever in public service. 

When we talk about public servants 
who leave legacies and when we talk 
about the giants on whose shoulders we 
stand, for me, that is DIANNE. She was 
unlike any Senator I met when I first 
got here in 2009. She had a really in-
credible combination of elegance, bril-
liance, stature, certainty, toughness, 
and kindness. 

When I first got to the U.S. Senate, I 
didn’t know anything. I was appointed. 
I hadn’t just run a long election where 
I was telling the constituents of New 
York why I wanted to serve and what 
my vision for the State was. I was real-
ly, really new. I had been a House 
Member for 2 years. DIANNE asked me 
to lunch. She said: How can I help you, 
KIRSTEN? What would be most useful, 
for you, for me to do for you? 

And I said: Well, could you just tell 
me a little bit about what is it like to 
be a Senator for a State of 60 million 
people. I have a State of 20 million peo-
ple, so it is a lot, but I would love to 
hear how you have navigated this enor-
mous job that you have. 

And she just went through it. She 
took me step-by-step, everything that 
she did to manage her office. She would 
get a memo every week from her staff 
about where her legislation sat, what 
was happening, who were her bipar-
tisan cosponsors. 

She had a memo about how many 
calls her office had received, what the 
calls were about, what people wanted 
to talk to her about, what their con-
cerns were. And that was extremely 
meaningful to me because she said: I 
have a copy of this memo, and I will 
give it to you. It is very confidential. It 
is just for me from my staff, but per-
haps you can use it to model what you 
need from your staff every week to 
know if your office is working well, to 
make sure all the things you need your 
staff to be doing are happening. 

It was just a small thing, but it was 
such a big thing to me at that time in 
my Senate career. And every step of 
the way, DIANNE always reached out. 
She always said—just as you said, 
MAGGIE—how are you doing? How are 
those boys of yours? Tell me how your 
struggle is. I never had to raise chil-
dren while being a Senator. Tell me 
how that is. 

She always cared. She always both-
ered. She always stopped. I have had 
many dinners with DIANNE. We had din-
ners together with our spouses. She 
would take me to her favorite res-

taurant in Georgetown. She would in-
troduce me to her other favorite 
women who are public servants. And 
she always had something meaningful 
to talk about, a challenge, an issue, a 
crisis. At the first dinner, she wanted 
to talk about how the military was 
using nuclear weapons in a much more 
strategic way and changing the entire 
framework of what nuclear defense 
meant. She had that conversation with 
me and the then-chairwoman of Armed 
Services, of one of the key subcommit-
tees in the House. 

She always asked: What do you 
think? How are you going to challenge 
that problem? 

Our most recent meeting was a glass 
of wine in her hideaway a week ago. We 
talked about what issues could we 
work on together. We agreed two of the 
biggest issues facing her State and my 
State were homelessness and affordable 
housing, and we decided we would start 
working on legislation together. 

She didn’t stop working when she 
was here just because she had health 
issues. She never stopped being insight-
ful in the Intelligence Committee, ask-
ing the right question at the right 
time. 

DIANNE’s legacy is extraordinary. She 
is an icon for women’s politics—the 
first female Mayor of San Francisco; 
first of the two women ever elected to 
the Senate in California. 

There will be a lot of speeches about 
her, and so I am not going to talk 
about just her bio. But one of the areas 
where she really was a role model for 
me was in LGBTQ rights. She became a 
champion in the ‘60s. Sadly, she found 
Harvey Milk’s body after he was assas-
sinated. But she channeled that trag-
edy into her public service and made 
sure that while she was mayor of San 
Francisco that she made a difference 
for that community in her city and in 
her State. 

During the AIDS epidemic, she 
helped create the global standard for 
AIDS health in San Francisco. When 
she ran for California Governor and be-
came the first woman in her State to 
win a major party’s Gubernatorial 
nomination, despite losing that race, 
she went on to run for Senate to win. 
And we have seen her champion all 
those issues for same-sex marriage; re-
productive rights; she helped pass the 
first assault weapons ban to keep our 
communities safe. These are all issues 
that I have always cared about and 
built on her record. If she didn’t fight 
for those things, we wouldn’t have been 
able to repeal don’t ask, don’t tell. We 
wouldn’t have been able to make sure 
transgender servicemembers could still 
serve in the U.S. military. Without her 
hard work, we would not have been 
able to guarantee marriage equality at 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

This body is less because DIANNE’s 
not here—that grace, that courage, 
that keen intelligence. She will be 
missed by me and by all our colleagues. 

I brought the last gift DIANNE gave to 
me, a beautiful pencil drawing; again, 
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