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of the United States by bringing attention to
the economic, cultural, social, and other no-
table contributions made by Filipino Ameri-
cans to the development of the TUnited
States;

Whereas the Filipino American community
is the third largest Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander group in the United States,
with a population of approximately 4,500,000;

Whereas, from 2000 to 2019, the Filipino
American community grew 78 percent, and
Filipinos are the largest Asian community in
Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota,
and West Virginia;

Whereas, from the Civil War to the Iraq
and Afghanistan conflicts, Filipinos and Fili-
pino Americans have a longstanding history
of serving in the Armed Forces of the United
States;

Whereas more than 250,000 Filipinos fought
under the United States flag during World
War II to protect and defend the United
States in the Pacific theater;

Whereas a guarantee to pay back the serv-
ice of Filipinos through veterans benefits
was reversed by the First Supplemental Sur-
plus Appropriation Rescission Act, 1946 (Pub-
lic Law 79-301; 60 Stat. 6) and the Second
Supplemental Surplus Appropriation Rescis-
sion Act, 1946 (Public Law 79-391; 60 Stat.
221), which provided that the wartime service
of members of the Commonwealth Army of
the Philippines and the new Philippine
Scouts shall not be deemed to have been ac-
tive service, and, therefore, those members
did not qualify for certain benefits;

Whereas 26,000 Filipino World War II vet-
erans were granted United States citizenship
as a result of the Immigration Act of 1990
(Public Law 101-649; 104 Stat. 4978), which
was signed into law by President George
H.W. Bush on November 29, 1990;

Whereas, in 1991, the Filipino American
National Historical Society made efforts to
recognize October as Filipino American His-
tory Month for the first time;

Whereas, in 2009, Congress first recognized
October as Filipino American History Month
(S. Res. 298; H. Res. 780);

Whereas, on February 17, 2009, President
Barack Obama signed into law the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub-
lic Law 111-5; 123 Stat. 115), which estab-
lished the Filipino Veterans Equity Com-
pensation Fund to compensate Filipino
World War II veterans for their service to the
United States;

Whereas, since June 8, 2016, the Filipino
World War II Veterans Parole Program has
allowed Filipino World War II veterans and
certain family members to be reunited more
expeditiously than the immigrant visa proc-
ess allowed at that time;

Whereas, on December 14, 2016, President
Barack Obama signed into law the Filipino
Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold
Medal Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-265; 130
Stat. 1376) to award Filipino veterans who
fought alongside troops of the United States
in World War II the highest civilian honor
bestowed by Congress;

Whereas, on October 25, 2017, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal was presented to Filipino
World War II veterans in Emancipation Hall
in the Capitol Building, a recognition for
which the veterans had waited for more than
70 years;

Whereas Filipino Americans have received
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the high-
est award for valor in action against an
enemy force that may be bestowed on an in-
dividual serving in the Armed Forces, and
continue to demonstrate a commendable
sense of patriotism and honor in the Armed
Forces;

Whereas the late Peter Aquino Aduja of
Hawaii and the late Thelma Garcia
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Buchholdt of Alaska became the first Fili-
pino American elected to public office and
the first Filipina American elected to a leg-
islature in the United States, respectively,
inspiring their fellow Filipino Americans to
pursue public service in politics and govern-
ment;

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers
and labor leaders, such as Philip Vera Cruz
and Larry Itliong, played an integral role in
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-
ment, alongside Cesar Chavez, Dolores
Huerta, and other Latino workers;

Whereas, on April 25, 2012, President
Barack Obama nominated Lorna G.
Schofield to be a United States District
Judge for the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York, and
she was confirmed by the Senate on Decem-
ber 13, 2012, to be the first Filipina American
in United States history to serve as an Arti-
cle III Federal judge;

Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role in the healthcare system of the
United States as nurses, doctors, first re-
sponders, and other medical professionals,
and approximately 1 in 4 working Filipino
adults in the United States is a frontline
healthcare worker;

Whereas Filipino Americans contribute

greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, hospitality, journalism,
sports, fashion, politics, government,

science, technology, the fine arts, and other
fields that enrich the United States;

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino
Americans and other people of color have
largely been overlooked in the writing,
teaching, and learning of the history of the
United States;

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino
American youth to have positive role models
to instill—

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and

Whereas it is essential to promote the un-
derstanding, education, and appreciation of
the history and culture of Filipino Ameri-
cans in the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Filipino
American History Month in October 2023 as—

(A) a testament to the advancement of Fil-
ipino Americans;

(B) a time to reflect on and remember the
many notable contributions that Filipino
Americans have made to the United States;
and

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
ture so as to provide an opportunity for all
people of the United States to learn more
about Filipino Americans and to appreciate
the historic contributions of Filipino Ameri-
cans to the United States; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
observe Filipino American History Month
with appropriate programs and activities.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION  383—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF RED RIBBON WEEK
DURING THE PERIOD OF OCTO-
BER 23 THROUGH OCTOBER 31,
2023

Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
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olution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. RES. 383

Whereas the National Family Partnership
started the Red Ribbon Campaign in 1988—

(1) to educate the people of the United
States about the link between drug use and
violence;

(2) to preserve the memory of Enrique
“Kiki” Camarena (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘Special Agent Camarena’), a spe-
cial agent of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration who—

(A) served the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration for 11 years; and
(B) was murdered in the line of duty in

1985, while engaged in the battle against il-

licit drugs;

(3) to commemorate the service of Special
Agent Camarena to the Drug Enforcement
Administration and the people of the United
States; and

(4) to further the cause for which Special
Agent Camarena gave his life;

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign is the
most longstanding drug use prevention pro-
gram in the United States, bringing drug
awareness to millions of people in the United
States each year;

Whereas Red Ribbon Week is celebrated
every year during the period of October 23
through October 31 by—

(1) State Governors and attorneys general;

(2) the National Family Partnership;

(3) parent-teacher associations;

(4) Boys and Girls Clubs of America;

(5) the Young Marines;

(6) the Drug Enforcement Administration;
and

(7)  hundreds of other
throughout the United States;

Whereas the objective of Red Ribbon Week
is to promote the creation of drug-free com-
munities through drug use prevention ef-
forts, education programs, parental involve-
ment, and community-wide support through
specific actions such as lighting up buildings
and landmarks, and activities that engage
the public;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, drug overdoses
are the leading cause of death in people in
the United States between the ages of 18 to
45, outnumbering deaths by firearms, motor
vehicle crashes, suicide, or homicide;

Whereas approximately 107,735 people died
from drug overdoses in the United States in
2022;

Whereas reducing the demand for illicit
controlled substances would—

(1) curtail lethal addictions and overdoses;
and

(2) reduce the violence associated with
drug trafficking;

Whereas, although public awareness of il-
licit drug use is increasing, emerging drug
threats and growing epidemics continue to
demand attention;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration hosts a National Take Back Day
twice a year, on the last Saturdays of Octo-
ber and April, for the public to safely dispose
of unused or expired prescription drugs that
can lead to accidental poisoning, overdose,
or misuse;

Whereas the National Family Partnership
hosts Lock Your Meds, a multi-media cam-
paign and program to encourage individuals,
businesses, and communities to dispose of
drugs appropriately and to reduce the de-
mand for drugs;

Whereas Lock Your Meds is statewide in
Idaho, North Carolina, and throughout the
southeastern United States;

Whereas synthetic opioids such as fentanyl
and the analogues of fentanyl devastated

organizations
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communities and families at an unprece-
dented rate, claiming more than 70,000 lives
in 2022;

Whereas the presence of fentanyl and the
analogues of fentanyl pose hazards to police
officers and law enforcement agents;

Whereas 6 out of 10 pills tested at Drug En-
forcement Administration laboratories con-
tain a potentially deadly dose of fentanyl;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration has created a special exhibit entitled
“The Faces of Fentanyl’”’ to commemorate
the lives lost from fentanyl poisoning, and
has received over 5,000 photos as of the date
of enactment of this resolution;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration seized more than 58,400,000 fentanyl-
laced, fake prescription pills and more than
13,000 pounds of fentanyl powder in 2022;

Whereas, from 2019 to 2020, more than 13,000
people in the United States died from a drug
overdose involving heroin, a rate of more
than 4 deaths for every 100,000 people in the
United States;

Whereas, from 2018 to 2019, drug overdose
deaths involving cocaine increased by nearly
9 percent, with almost 16,000 people in the
United States dying in 2019 from such an
overdose, the highest recorded total in the
21st century;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 2,500,000 people
in the United States aged 12 or older re-
ported having used methamphetamine in
2020;

Whereas psychostimulants with abuse po-
tential, such as methamphetamine, were in-
volved in 1.3 times as many drug overdose
deaths as cocaine;

Whereas parents, young people, schools,
businesses, law enforcement agencies, reli-
gious institutions and faith-based organiza-
tions, service organizations, senior citizens,
medical and military personnel, sports
teams, and individuals throughout the
United States will demonstrate their com-
mitment to healthy, productive, and drug-
free lifestyles by wearing and displaying red
ribbons during the week-long celebration of
Red Ribbon Week; and

Whereas the National Family Partnership
is forming a partnership with the grassroots
group Fentanyl Fathers to stream the movie
“Dead on Arrival’ nationally in order to
educate and inspire the public to participate
in solving the fentanyl epidemic; Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Red
Ribbon Week during the period of October 23
through October 31, 2023;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to wear and display red ribbons dur-
ing Red Ribbon Week to symbolize their
commitment to healthy, drug-free lifestyles;

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to light up buildings and landmarks
to send a drug-free message;

(4) encourages children, teens, and other
individuals to choose to live drug-free lives;
and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States—

(A) to promote the creation of drug-free
communities; and

(B) to participate in drug use prevention
activities to show support for healthy, pro-
ductive, and drug-free lifestyles.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 384—RECOG-
NIZING THE SERIOUSNESS OF
POLYCYSTIC OVARY SYNDROME

(PCOS) AND EXPRESSING SUP-

PORT FOR THE DESIGNATION OF

SEPTEMBER 2023 AS “PCOS

AWARENESS MONTH”

Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.

PADILLA, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. CARDIN, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions:

S. REs. 384

Whereas polycystic ovary syndrome (re-
ferred to in this preamble as “PCOS”) is a
common health problem among women and
girls involving a hormonal imbalance;

Whereas there is no universal definition of
PCOS, but the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention estimates that between 6 and
12 percent of women in the United States are
affected by the condition;

Whereas, according to a 2021 study, the an-
nual burden of PCOS in the United States is
estimated to be in excess of $15,000,000,000,
and this estimate does not include—

(1) the cost of all comorbidities in post-
menopause or adolescence; or

(2) indirect and intangible costs related to
the disorder;

Whereas PCOS can affect girls at the onset
of puberty and throughout the remainder of
their lives;

Whereas the symptoms of PCOS include in-
fertility, irregular or absent menstrual peri-
ods, acne, weight gain, thinning of scalp
hair, excessive facial and body hair growth,
numerous small ovarian cysts, pelvic pain,
and mental health problems;

Whereas women with PCOS have higher
rates of mental health disorders, including
depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, and
eating disorders, and are at greater risk for
suicide;

Whereas adolescents with PCOS often are
not diagnosed, and many have metabolic
dysfunction and insulin resistance, which
can lead to type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, obstructive sleep apnea, non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease, heart disease,
and endometrial cancer at a young adult age;

Whereas an estimated 50 percent of women
with PCOS are undiagnosed and many re-
main undiagnosed until they experience fer-
tility difficulties or develop type 2 diabetes
or other cardiometabolic disorders;

Whereas PCOS is one of the most common
causes of female infertility;

Whereas PCOS in pregnancy is associated
with increased risk of gestational diabetes,
preeclampsia, pregnancy-induced hyper-
tension, preterm delivery, cesarean delivery,
miscarriage, and fetal and infant death;

Whereas women with PCOS are at in-
creased risk of developing high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, stroke, and heart dis-
ease (the leading cause of death among
women);

Whereas women with PCOS have a more
than 50 percent chance of developing type 2
diabetes or prediabetes before the age of 40;

Whereas PCOS may be associated with in-
creased risk for breast cancer and ovarian
cancer, and the risk of developing
endometrial cancer is 4 times higher than for
women who do not have PCOS;

Whereas research has found an association
between depression and PCOS;

Whereas research has indicated PCOS
shares a genetic architecture with metabolic
traits, as evidenced by genetic correlations
between PCOS and obesity, fasting insulin,
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type 2 diabetes, lipid levels, and coronary ar-
tery disease;

Whereas PCOS negatively alters metabolic
function independent of, but exacerbated by,
an increased body mass index (commonly re-
ferred to as “BMI”);

Whereas the cause of PCOS is unknown,
but researchers have found strong links to a
genetic predisposition and significant insulin
resistance, which affects up to 70 percent of
women with PCOS; and

Whereas there is no known cure for PCOS:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes polycystic ovary syndrome
(referred to in this resolution as “PCOS”) as
a serious disorder that impacts many aspects
of health, including cardiometabolic, repro-
ductive, and mental health, and quality of
life;

(2) expresses support for the designation of
September 2023 as ‘“‘PCOS Awareness
Month’’;

(3) supports the goals and ideals of PCOS
Awareness Month, which are—

(A) to increase awareness of, and education
about, PCOS and its connection to
comorbidities, such as type 2 diabetes,
endometrial cancer, cardiovascular disease,
nonalcoholic fatty liver disease, and mental
health disorders, among the general public,
women, girls, and health care professionals;

(B) to improve diagnosis and treatment of
PCOS;

(C) to disseminate information on diag-
nosis, treatment, and management of PCOS,
including prevention of comorbidities such
as type 2 diabetes, endometrial cancer, car-
diovascular disease, nonalcoholic fatty liver
disease, and eating disorders; and

(D) to improve quality of life and outcomes
for women and girls with PCOS;

(4) recognizes the need for further research,
improved treatment and care options, and a
cure for PCOS;

(5) acknowledges the struggles affecting all
women and girls who have PCOS in the
United States;

(6) urges medical researchers and health
care professionals to advance their under-
standing of PCOS to improve research, diag-
nosis, and treatment of PCOS for women and
girls; and

(7) encourages States, territories, and lo-
calities to support the goals and ideals of
PCOS Awareness Month.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 385—CALL-
ING FOR THE IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE OF EVAN GERSHKOVICH,
A UNITED STATES CITIZEN AND
JOURNALIST, WHO WAS WRONG-
FULLY DETAINED BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION IN MARCH 2023

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. KAINE,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. WICKER, Mr. RICKETTS,
Mr. ScoTrT of South Carolina, Mr.
YouNG, Mr. RuBIo, Mr. CrRUZ, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Mr. LANKFORD) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 385

Whereas United States citizen Evan
Gershkovich is a journalist for the Wall
Street Journal;
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