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shot in the bottom of the sixth, which 
he provided with a standout scoreless 
inning. Then, in the bottom of the 
sixth, as countless Little League base-
ball fans will now remember for eter-
nity, No. 19 Louis Lappe stepped up to 
the plate—and the rest is history. A 
shot to deep left field sent the crowd to 
their feet, Lappe around the bases, and 
a city all the way across the country 
into pandemonium. Lappe’s walk-off 
homerun meant California, once again, 
was on top of the baseball world. 

For one summer in 2023, kids in 
Southern California weren’t just imi-
tating Mookie Betts’ batting stance or 
dreaming of throwing across the dia-
mond to Freddie Freeman at first base. 
They were dreaming of playing like 
Brooks and Lappe, Salazar and Green, 
Boehle and Keldorf, Lee and Baker, 
McRoberts and Parks, O’Connor and 
Kalish. 

My sincere congratulations to all the 
players, manager Danny Boehle, coach-
es Tim Abrams and Eddie Lee, and all 
the parents and family members who 
made this dream possible. 

Congratulations—you have made 
California proud.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN R. KLAI 

∑ Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, it is with 
great sadness that I share the passing 
of a great Nevadan, a dedicated advo-
cate, and my dear friend John Rey-
nolds Klai II of Las Vegas. John passed 
away on Saturday, September 2 with 
his husband Jon, loving family, and be-
loved dogs Bruno and Dexter at his 
side. John leaves behind an incredible 
legacy as an impactful community 
leader and champion for equality and 
justice. 

John was born and raised in the 
small town of Osnabrock, ND. His 
smalltown values guided his generous 
spirit and deep love of community. 
After taking an engineering class at 
the University of North Dakota’s Col-
lege of Business, John realized a knack 
for architecture. Upon graduating with 
a bachelor of architecture from North 
Dakota State University, NDSU, John 
moved out west to Las Vegas to join 
Marnell Corrao Associates. In 1995, 
John and his business partner Dan 
Juba founded Klai Juba Architects, 
now Klai Juba Wald Architecture + In-
teriors. Over the last 40 years, John has 
made significant contributions to 
building Las Vegas, leading projects at 
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino, the 
Forum Shops at Caesars, and many 
local landmarks. 

Outside of his distinguished career, 
John devoted his time and resources to 
supporting architecture programs at 
NDSU and the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, UNLV. He thoroughly en-
joyed his time serving as a volunteer 
adjunct faculty member in UNLV’s 
hospitality design graduate program. 
He also made regular trips back to 
Fargo, ND, to teach students at NDSU. 
To honor John’s service to the pro-
gram, NDSU awarded him with an hon-

orary doctorate of humane letters in 
2018. 

John’s service to his community ex-
tended beyond educating the next gen-
eration of architects. He volunteered 
much of his time to many great insti-
tutions, both in Nevada and across the 
country. John was heavily involved 
with the LGBTQIA+ Community Cen-
ter of Southern Nevada, helping the 
community organization to celebrate 
diversity, empowering everyone to live 
as their authentic selves, and sup-
porting others through difficult times. 

John and his husband Jon Sparer, 
also an architect, met in Las Vegas in 
1981. They made Las Vegas their home 
and were married in 2014. They shared 
a deep love of travel, trekking across 
the world and most recently across 
North America in their motor coach 
with their puppies. John is survived by 
his loving husband, his daughter and 
son-in-law, two grandchildren, and 
many more family members and 
friends. 

I met John over 25 years ago through 
our synagogue, and I will forever cher-
ish his unwavering friendship and sup-
port. He stood up for what was right, 
fought against what was wrong, and al-
ways put others ahead of himself. John 
was a beloved member of the Las Vegas 
community and will be deeply missed. 
May his memory be a blessing.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA VETERANS 
TREATMENT COURT AND MEN-
TORS PROGRAM 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize the 10-year anniversary of the 
Tampa Veterans Treatment Court and 
Veteran Mentors Program. 

Among the largest veteran treatment 
courts in the nation, the Tampa Vet-
erans Treatment Court and Mentors 
Program was established in 2013 thanks 
to the efforts of retired U.S. Army COL 
DJ Reyes. The purpose of the program 
is to help identify and provide the nec-
essary U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs treatments and counselling to 
veterans whose involvement in the 
criminal justice system is often con-
nected to a condition or disorder in-
curred during their military service. 

At the height of the program, the 
Tampa Veterans Treatment Court and 
Mentors Program grew to more than 
225 veteran defendants and more than 
100 volunteer veteran mentors. The 
program currently enjoys a 90-percent 
graduation rate and is nationally rec-
ognized as the model for newly formed 
veteran treatment courts. 

In June 2019, Colonel Reyes was in-
vited to both the White House and Cap-
itol Hill to brief policymakers on the 
success of the Tampa Veterans Treat-
ment Court and Mentors Program and 
in support of Federal legislation to 
support State veteran treatment 
courts. This bill, the Veteran Treat-
ment Court Coordination Act of 2019, 
which I cosponsored, was signed into 
law by President Trump in August 2020. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Colonel Reyes and every-

one associated with the Tampa Veteran 
Treatment Court and Mentors Program 
for their work assisting our veterans 
and wish them many years of contin-
ued success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT L. WARD 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
today I rise today to recognize Robert 
L. Ward for his many years of service 
to the State of Florida and its business 
community. After 26 years serving as a 
trusted adviser to the Governor’s office 
and legislature, Mr. Ward was chosen 
in 2016 to be the seventh president and 
chief executive officer of the Florida 
Council of 100, Inc. Since 1961, the 
Council of 100 has worked closely with 
the governors of the great State of 
Florida, and on the occasion of Mr. 
Ward’s retirement, I commend his dedi-
cation to ensuring the economic pros-
perity of all Floridians. 

During my time as governor, Mr. 
Ward supported my efforts to drive job 
creation in the State. He facilitated 
the creation of a long-term strategic 
plan for PreK–12 education in Florida 
emphasizing high standards, rigorous 
assessments, strong accountability, 
and the instructional benefits of career 
and technical education and work- 
based learning, two key components of 
our State’s educational success. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Ward led a project recom-
mending ways to increase research and 
development by Florida’s universities 
and an initiative outlining a com-
prehensive economic competitiveness 
strategy for our State. 

Subsequently, Mr. Ward continued to 
shape workforce policy by serving as 
the chairman of Florida’s Talent De-
velopment Council, which ensures that 
our State’s educational programs are 
meeting the needs of business and in-
dustry, and authoring editorials cele-
brating Florida’s thriving business cli-
mate and talent pipeline, while Mr. 
Ward was also a staunch advocate for 
government fiscal responsibility. 

I applaud Mr. Ward for his tenure 
with the Florida Council of 100 and his 
long-time dedication to helping Florid-
ians in all the capacities in which he 
has served. I am pleased to recognize 
Robert L. Ward in the U.S. Congress.∑ 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
FRANKLIN PIERCE SCHOOL OF 
LAW 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the University of New 
Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of 
Law on its 50th anniversary. 

Taking its name from the only Gran-
ite Stater to become President of the 
United States, the Franklin Pierce 
Law Center was established in 1973 as 
New Hampshire’s first law school. Its 
founder, renowned inventor Robert 
Rines, welcomed the first class of stu-
dents in an old bull barn on the city of 
Concord’s east side. The school’s mod-
est beginnings belie the outsized and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:14 Sep 22, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G21SE6.021 S21SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4653 September 21, 2023 
international impact it would soon 
have on the legal community, particu-
larly in the field of intellectual prop-
erty—IP—law. 

The Franklin Pierce Law Center 
quickly developed a reputation as a 
powerhouse in IP law. It strove not 
only to instill an understanding in in-
tellectual property law, but also to 
train students to be comfortable in the 
practice of an emerging legal field. 
Many of its graduates have climbed to 
positions of global influence in IP, and 
many attribute their success and 
achievements to the preparation and 
instruction they acquired as law stu-
dents. The law center’s administra-
tion—and Mr. Rines in particular—also 
invited groups from other countries to 
attend classes at no cost. These groups 
observed the American system of pat-
ent law and ventured home to shape 
systems that suited the needs of their 
own countries. 

In 2010, the Franklin Pierce Law Cen-
ter entered into a partnership with the 
University of New Hampshire to be-
come the University of New Hampshire 
School of Law. It was renamed the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire Franklin 
Pierce School of Law in 2019 after care-
ful consideration of the Franklin 
Pierce name in the intellectual prop-
erty community and its longstanding 
reputation for innovative legal edu-
cation. 

While known for its intellectual 
property law curriculum, the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce 
School of Law also offers instruction in 
traditional legal fields, as well as pub-
lic interest and social justice law, 
health policy and law and sports and 
entertainment law. It is also home to 
the Daniel Webster Scholars Honors 
Program, a groundbreaking initiative 
that provides an alternative to the tra-
ditional bar licensing process. These 
students enroll in a rigorous edu-
cational program under the supervision 
of judges, lawyers, professors, and bar 
examiners, and they are sworn into the 
New Hampshire bar the day before law 
school graduation. It is the only pro-
gram of its kind in the country. 

Thousands of attorneys in 48 States 
and more than 80 countries can point 
to their experience at the University of 
New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School 
of Law as the foundation of their thriv-
ing legal practices and careers. Count-
less more have been represented, edu-
cated, and protected by attorneys who 
honed their skills in an active, prac-
tice-based learning environment in 
Concord, NH. The reach of this small 
school with humble beginnings is truly 
widespread. 

I congratulate the University of New 
Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of 
Law on this important milestone and 
wish the law school community all the 
best as it celebrates its past and looks 
forward to its bright future.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 

the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
In executive session the Presiding Of-

ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States suimitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 11:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 475. An act to designate the clinic of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in Gallup, 
New Mexico, as the Hiroshi ‘‘Hershey’’ 
Miyamura VA Clinic. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mrs. MURRAY). 

At 12:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Holmes, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1530. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the requirement to 
publish disability benefit questionnaire 
forms of Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2872. An act to amend the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow 
the Secretary of the Interior to issue elec-
tronic stamps under such Act, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3371. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to complete all actions nec-
essary for certain land to be held in re-
stricted fee status by the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3371. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to complete all actions nec-
essary for certain land to be held in re-
stricted fee status by the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 3935. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and improve the 
Federal Aviation Administration and other 
civil aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 
The Secretary of the Senate reported 

that on today, September 21, 2023, she- 

had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 475. An act to designate the clinic of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in Gallup, 
New Mexico, as the Hiroshi ‘‘Hershey’’ 
Miyamura VA Clinic. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 2875. A bill to require the prompt recon-

struction of and restoration of suspended op-
eration of rural post offices, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WELCH): 

S. 2876. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to cancel existing school meal 
debt; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself and Mr. 
ROMNEY): 

S. 2877. A bill to establish a matched sav-
ings program for low-income students; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 
and Mr. MARSHALL): 

S. 2878. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to exclude certain ac-
tivities from hours worked, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
CRAMER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. CASEY, and 
Mr. KELLY): 

S. 2879. A bill to provide targeted funding 
for States and other eligible entities through 
the Social Services Block Grant program to 
address the increased burden that maintain-
ing the health and hygiene of infants and 
toddlers, medically complex children, and 
low-income adults or adults with disabilities 
who rely on adult incontinence materials 
and supplies place on families in need, the 
resultant adverse health effects on children 
and families, and the limited child care op-
tions available for infants and toddlers who 
lack sufficient diapers and diapering sup-
plies, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. ROSEN, 
and Mr. MORAN): 

S. 2880. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to expand the scope of 
practitioners eligible for payment for tele-
health services under the Medicare program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 2881. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institutions of 
higher education to provide notice to stu-
dents participating in a State or federally fi-
nanced work-study program about potential 
eligibility for participation in the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. CORNYN, and Ms. LUM-
MIS): 

S. 2882. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a tax on the 
sale of electric vehicles and batteries; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:13 Sep 22, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G21SE6.020 S21SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T08:05:52-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




