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needs of the region through continual 
innovation and investment in their 
students’ success. By creating pro-
grams such as the Mobile Learning 
Lab, Workforce Promise, and the oper-
ation of Applewood Cafe, the college 
has seized every opportunity to support 
the economic development in Flint by 
providing workforce training and expe-
rience to students and workers. 

The college is also a leader in ex-
panding diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion in higher education. From the hir-
ing of Dr. Beverly Walker-Griffea in 
2014, its first African-American female 
president, to the building of the Lenore 
Croudy Family Life Center, which is 
focused on providing support to stu-
dents and families experiencing hous-
ing and food insecurity, the college 
continually works to reduce barriers 
and challenges by investing in their 
students. MCC has also been chosen for 
the Aspen Institute Award six times as 
one of the top 150 community colleges 
in the Nation dedicated to excellence 
and equitable student success. 

Mott Community College has greatly 
impacted the lives of generations of 
students and has positively shaped the 
city of Flint as we know it today. I ask 
you to join me in recognizing the col-
lege as they commemorate their cen-
tennial celebration.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GABRIELLE INDIA 
ASIIAG 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Gabrielle India Asiiag, a spring 
and summer 2023 intern with my Or-
lando office, for the hard work she has 
done for my office and the people of 
Florida. 

Gabrielle is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where 
she is completing a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology. She is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who was devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Gabrielle for her work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of her 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS MATTHEW 
BATURA 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Thomas Matthew Batura, a sum-
mer 2023 intern with my Orlando office, 
for the hard work he has done for my 
office and the people of Florida. 

Thomas is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where he 
is completing a master’s degree in pub-
lic administration. He is a dedicated 
and diligent worker who was devoted 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Thomas for his work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of his 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO BENNETT AARON 
BERT 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Bennett Aaron Bert, a summer 
2023 intern with my Orlando office, for 
the hard work he has done for my of-
fice and the people of Florida. 

Bennett is currently studying at the 
Catholic University of America, where 
he is completing a bachelor’s degree in 
politics with a minor in business. He is 
a dedicated and diligent worker who 
was devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Bennett for his work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of his 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GABRIELA SOFIA 
BRAVO 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Gabriela Sofia Bravo, a summer 
2023 intern with my Orlando office, for 
the hard work she has done for my of-
fice and the people of Florida. 

Gabriela is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where 
she is completing a bachelor’s degree 
in political science with an emphasis in 
intelligence and national security, as 
well as a minor in international and 
global studies. She is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who was devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Gabriela for her work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of her 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VICMARIE 
PALOMARES-COLON 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Vicmarie Palomares-Colon, a sum-
mer 2023 intern with my Orlando office, 
for the hard work she has done for my 
office and the people of Florida. 

Vicmarie is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where 
she is completing a bachelor’s degree 
in legal studies. She is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who was devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Vicmarie for her work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of her 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FIONA FERRERO 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Fiona Ferrero, a spring and sum-
mer 2023 intern with my Orlando office, 
for the hard work she has done for my 
office and the people of Florida. 

Fiona is currently studying at Ocoee 
High School. She is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who was devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Fiona for her work with my office, and 
I look forward to hearing of her suc-
cesses in the years to come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO ETHAN FOLKMAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Ethan Craig Folkman, a summer 
2023 intern with my Gulf Coast regional 
office, for the hard work he has done 
for my office and the people of Florida. 

Ethan is currently a student at Bos-
ton College, where he is majoring in 
political science. He is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who was devoted to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Ethan for his work with my office dur-
ing these challenging times, and I look 
forward to hearing of his continued 
good work in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PABLO ELIAS 
FORTICH 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Pablo Elias Fortich, a summer 
2023 intern with my Orlando office, for 
the hard work he has done for my of-
fice and the people of Florida. 

Pablo is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where he 
is completing a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science with a concentration in 
national security and intelligence. He 
is a dedicated and diligent worker who 
was devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Pablo for his work with my office, and 
I look forward to hearing of his suc-
cesses in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RHYAN FURDA 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Rhyan Furda, a summer 2023 in-
tern with my Orlando office, for the 
hard work she has done for my office 
and the people of Florida. 

Rhyan is currently studying at Colo-
rado State University, where she is 
completing a bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science with a minor in business 
administration. She is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who was devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Rhyan for her work with my office, and 
I look forward to hearing of her suc-
cesses in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO XIMENA RAFAELA 
HAKIME 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Ximena Rafaela Hakime, a sum-
mer 2023 intern with my Orlando office, 
for the hard work she has done for my 
office and the people of Florida. 

Ximena is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where 
she is completing a bachelor’s degree 
in political science. She is a dedicated 
and diligent worker who was devoted 
to getting the most out of her intern-
ship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Ximena for her work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of her 
successes in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW WILLIAM 

HOCHFELDER 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Matthew William Hochfelder, a 
summer 2023 intern with my Orlando 
office, for the hard work he has done 
for my office and the people of Florida. 

Matthew is currently studying at the 
University of Central Florida, where he 
is completing a bachelor’s degree in 
comparative politics with a concentra-
tion in international relations. He is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who was 
devoted to getting the most out of his 
internship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Matthew for his work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of his 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAMRYN RIOS 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Camryn Elizabeth Rios, a summer 
2023 intern with my Gulf Coast regional 
office. 

Camryn is currently a student at The 
University of Mississippi, where she is 
majoring in public policy leadership 
with a minor in journalism. 

I extend my gratitude to Camryn for 
her work with my office during this se-
mester.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GIANNA SOFIA 
ROMAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Gianna Sofia Roman, a summer 
2023 intern with my Orlando office, for 
the hard work she has done for my of-
fice and the people of Florida. 

Gianna is currently studying at the 
University of Florida, where she is 
completing a bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science and women’s studies. She 
is a dedicated and diligent worker who 
was devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Gianna for her work with my office, 
and I look forward to hearing of her 
successes in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MADISON SHEPPARD 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Madison Joelle Sheppard, a sum-
mer 2023 intern with my Gulf Coast re-
gional office, for the hard work she has 
done for my office and the people of 
Florida. 

Madison is currently a student at 
Florida State University, where she is 
majoring in international affairs and 
political science. She is a dedicated 
and diligent worker who was devoted 
to getting the most out of her intern-
ship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Madison for her work with my office 
during these challenging times, and I 
look forward to hearing of her contin-
ued good work in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAEGAN SMARKUSKY 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Maegan Smarkusky, a summer 

2023 intern with my Gulf Coast regional 
office, for the hard work she has done 
for my office and the people of Florida. 

Maegan is a recent graduate of J.W. 
Mitchell High School and will attend 
Florida State University, where she 
will major in political science. She is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who was 
devoted to getting the most out of her 
internship experience. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 
Maegan for her work with my office 
during these challenging times, and I 
look forward to hearing of her contin-
ued good work in the years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:22 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. McLaughlin, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bill, without 
amendment: 

S. 475. An act to designate the clinic of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in Gallup, 
New Mexico, as the Hiroshi ‘‘Hershey’’ 
Miyamura VA Clinic. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 663. An act to amend the Indian Child 
Protection and Family Violence Prevention 
Act. 

H.R. 3981. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the methods by 
which the Secretary of Veterans Affairs con-
ducts oversight of certain educational insti-
tutions, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3981. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the methods by 
which the Secretary of Veterans Affairs con-
ducts oversight of certain educational insti-
tutions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2140. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the Pelly 
Amendment to the Fisherman’s Protective 
Act of 1967; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 

EC–2141. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to section 1705(e)(6) of the Cuban Democ-
racy Act of 1992, as amended by Section 
102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic 
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, a semi-
annual report relative to telecommuni-
cations-related payments made to Cuba dur-
ing the period from January 1, 2023 through 
June 30, 2023; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–2142. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment to the International Traffic in Arms 
Regulations: Prohibited Exports, Imports, 
and Sales to or from Certain Countries - Cy-
prus’’ (RIN1400–AF69) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on September 
13, 2023; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2143. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide as-
sistance to Ukraine, including for self-de-
fense and border security operations; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2144. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative 
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of 
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–2145. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Direction Under Sec-
tion 506(a)(3) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (FAA) to Provide Military Assistance 
to Taiwan’’; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–2146. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide as-
sistance to Taiwan to strengthen its self-de-
fense capabilities; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–2147. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a notification of intent to provide as-
sistance to Ukraine, including for self-de-
fense and border security operations; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2148. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2023–0062 - 2023–0065); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2149. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2023–0066 - 2023–0073); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2150. A communication from the Sec-
tion Chief of the Diversion Control Division, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Dispensing 
of Narcotic Drugs To Relieve Acute With-
drawal Symptoms of Opioid Use Disaster’’ 
((RIN1117–AB73) (Docket No. DEA–702)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
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