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Court of the United States be composed of
not more than 9 justices; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr.
BRAUN, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. BuDD, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CORNYN, and
Mr. HOEVEN):

S.J. Res. 17. A joint resolution to acknowl-
edge the courage and sacrifice of veterans of
the Vietnam war and formally apologize for
the treatment they received upon returning
home; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions

and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr.
SCHMITT):

S. Res. 7T1. A resolution congratulating the
Kansas City Chiefs on their victory in Super
Bowl LVII; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
RUBIO, and Mr. YOUNG):

S. Res. 72. A resolution recognizing Rus-
sian actions in Ukraine as a genocide; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. OSSOFF:

S. Res. 73. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 16, 2023, as ‘‘International Black Avia-
tion Professionals Day’’; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,

Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
KeELLY, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms.

ROSEN, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
CARDIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. WARNOCK,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. CooNS, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
BRAUN, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN):

S. Res. 74. A resolution condemning the
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-
cution of the Baha’i minority and its contin-
ued violation of the International Covenants
on Human Rights; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
HAGERTY, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. Res. 75. A resolution reaffirming the
state of Arunachal Pradesh as Indian terri-
tory and condemning the People’s Republic
of China’s provocations in South Asia; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
SULLIVAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
CRAMER, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 76. A resolution expressing deepest
condolences to and solidarity with the people
of Turkiye and Syria following the dev-
astating earthquake on February 6, 2023; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.

MURKOWSKI):
S. Res. T7. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 16, 2023, as ‘‘National Elizabeth

Peratrovich Day”’; considered and agreed to.
By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mrs. FISCHER):

S. Res. 78. A resolution authorizing the
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
Senate to conduct quarterly blood donation
drives; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. TILLIS,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr.
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ROUNDS, Ms. LuMMIS, Mr. CRAMER,
and Mr. ScoTT of Florida):

S. Con. Res. 4. A concurrent resolution es-
tablishing deadlines for the Joint Committee
of Congress on the Library to approve or
deny the statue of the Reverend William
Franklin “Billy”’ Graham, Jr., for placement
in the National Statuary Hall; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 27
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. COTTON), the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. SULLIVAN), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS),
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN), the Senator from Utah (Mr.
ROMNEY) and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. VANCE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 27, a bill to prohibit the Depart-
ment of Defense from requiring con-
tractors to provide information relat-
ing to greenhouse gas emissions.
S. 129
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 129, a bill to ensure due process
protections of individuals in the United
States against unlawful detention
based solely on a protected char-
acteristic.
S. 204
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
ROMNEY) and the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 204, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to prohibit a
health care practitioner from failing to
exercise the proper degree of care in
the case of a child who survives an
abortion or attempted abortion.
S. 234
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. WARNER), the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) and the
Senator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH) were added as cosponsors of S.
234, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently ex-
tend the new markets tax credit, and
for other purposes.
S. 273
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 273, a bill to post-
humously award a Congressional Gold
Medal, collectively, to the African
Americans who served with Union
forces during the Civil War, in recogni-
tion of their bravery and outstanding
service.
S. 308
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 308, a bill to end the treatment of
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the People’s Republic of China as a de-
veloping nation.
S. 401
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 401,
a bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to remove silencers from
the definition of firearms, and for other
purposes.
S. 422
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mrs. BRITT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 422, a bill to remove
legal impediments preventing con-
struction of a border barrier along the
international border between the
United States and Mexico, improve the
construction requirements for such
barrier, make previously appropriated
funds available for constructing such
barrier until expanded, and for other
purposes.
S. 425
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TIiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 425, a bill to amend the
William Wilberforce Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of
2008 to protect alien minors and to
amend the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act to end abuse of the asylum
system and establish refugee applica-
tion and processing centers outside the
United States, and for other purposes.
S. 431
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 431, a bill to withhold United
States contributions to the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugees in the Near Rast
(UNRWA), and for other purposes.
S. 453
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the names of the Senator
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) and
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER) were added as cosponsors of S.
453, a bill to prohibit the implementa-
tion of new requirements to report
bank account deposits and with-
drawals.
S.J. RES. 10
At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE,
the names of the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) and the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN)
were added as cosponsors of S.J. Res.
10, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the
rule submitted by the Department of
Veterans Affairs relating to ‘‘Repro-
ductive Health Services’’.
S. CON. RES. 2
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Con. Res. 2, a concurrent
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resolution commending the bravery,
courage, and resolve of the women and
men of Iran demonstrating in more
than 133 cities and risking their safety
to speak out against the Iranian re-
gime’s human rights abuses.
S. RES. 36
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 36, a resolution reinforcing the
United States-Nigeria relationship and
urging the Government of Nigeria to
conduct free, fair, transparent, and in-
clusive elections in 2023.
S. RES. 49
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 49, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the Chinese
Communist Party’s espionage mission
to send a surveillance balloon across
the United States, in violation of inter-

national law, is wunacceptable and
should be condemned.
S. RES. 66

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 66, a resolution con-
demning the use by the People’s Re-
public of China of a high-altitude sur-
veillance balloon over the territory of
the United States as a brazen violation
of United States sovereignty.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 479. A bill to modify the fire man-
agement assistance cost share, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 485. A Dbill to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to authorize the
President to provide hazard mitigation
assistance for mitigating and pre-
venting post-wildfire flooding and de-
bris flow, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA, Madam President, I
rise to introduce the Fire Suppression
and Response Funding Act and the Haz-
ard and Flooding Mitigation Funding
Equity Act, two bills that would help
both California and our Nation meet
the increasing challenges posed by nat-
ural disasters.

Currently, FEMA’s Fire Management
Assistance Grant, FMAG, program is
available to State, local, and Tribal
governments for the mitigation, man-
agement, and control of fires that
threaten such destruction that they
would constitute a major disaster.

However, current law does not ac-
count for extreme circumstances like
consecutive events or have any flexi-
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bility like other Federal assistance
programs and only allows for reim-
bursement of expenses incurred after
an FMAG is granted.

The Fire Suppression and Response
Funding Act would explicitly allow for
FMAGs to cover the predeployment of
assets and resources during times of
extreme risk before a catastrophic fire
breaks out. These predeployed assets
are critical tools to help State, local,
and Tribal governments suppress and
contain a fire in its early stages before
it constitutes a major disaster declara-
tion.

Additionally, this bill states that the
Federal cost share of FMAGs shall be
not less than 75 percent of the eligible
cost of such assistance, making FMAGs
consistent with other FEMA disaster
assistance and allowing for necessary
flexibility to address consecutive
wildfires in the same area. This bill
does not mandate any cost share in-
crease but simply allows for flexibility
as FEMA considers FMAGs on an inci-
dent-by-incident basis.

As we have seen in the West,
wildfires strip away vegetation in the
form of burn scars, leaving the soil vul-
nerable to erosion and mudslides. When
these burn scars are met with heavy
rainfall, they often produce debris
flows of loose mud, soil, and rock that
pose serious threats to life, property,
and public infrastructure. Post-fire
events of this type are well docu-
mented throughout Southern Cali-
fornia and across the Western United
States. After the most recent atmos-
pheric river event in California, thou-
sands of people were evacuated due to
large scale flooding and fears of debris
flows in areas recently affected by
wildfires.

The Hazard and Flooding Mitigation
Funding Equity Act would make
FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Pro-
gram, HMGP, which covers flood pro-
tection, consistent with other FEMA
disaster assistance by stating that the
Federal cost share of HMGP shall be
not less than 75 percent of the eligible
cost of such assistance. This bill does
not mandate any increase but simply
allows for flexibility and increased
Federal assistance where necessary to
address concurrent extreme weather
and wildfire events.

This bill will better support State
and local governments to rebuild and
mitigate future risk from flooding like
we saw recently in California and
postfire risks we have seen across the
West.

These bills represent commonsense
ways to proactively mitigate, effec-
tively respond, and equitably recover
from disasters. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to enact them
as soon as possible.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr.
CASEY):
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S. 496. A bill to amend the Federal
Reserve Act to reaffirm the importance
of workers; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Madam President, I am
joined by Senators BROWN, WARREN,
VAN HOLLEN, BOOKER, WHITEHOUSE,
BALDWIN, PADILLA, and MERKLEY in re-
introducing the Respect for Workers
Act, a bill that would ensure that at
least one Federal Reserve Governor has
demonstrated primary experience in
supporting or protecting the rights of
workers.

Today, the Federal Reserve is at-
tempting to curb inflation without
plunging the economy into a recession.
Over the past year, it has increased the
Federal funds rate by 4% percentage
points to cool the economy and ease
prices—its fastest pace of rate hikes
since the early 1980s. But this is a dif-
ficult balancing act. If the Federal Re-
serve does not get its policies right, it
may fail to defeat inflation or drive us
into a recession. Workers would bear
the brunt of the economic fallout at-
tached to either outcome through high-
er prices or higher unemployment.

Arguably no group is more affected
by the Federal Reserves efforts to meet
its dual mandate to promote stable
prices and maximum employment than
workers. But, while the law requires
the Federal Reserve Board of Gov-
ernors to represent diverse geographic
regions and a wide array of commercial
interests, no Federal Reserve Governor
is required to have a background in
protecting the interests of workers. In-
deed, while the interests of Wall
Street, nonbank financial institutions,
and big business have long been well-
represented on the Board, everyday
working men and women have not been
given the same voice in monetary pol-
icymaking.

Our bill fills this hole by requiring at
least one Federal Reserve Governor has
experience addressing the challenges
facing workers. This is not a new con-
cept. In fact, our bill is modeled on the
2015 law that requires at least one of
the seven Federal Reserve Governors to
be an individual ‘“‘with demonstrated
primary experience working in or su-
pervising community banks.”

In short, the Respect for Workers Act
would ensure workers’ economic needs
are represented at the Federal Reserve.
It would build a stronger, more rep-
resentative Board of Governors and
promote a healthier economy.

I thank the AFL-CIO, Groundwork
Collaborative, National Employment
Law Project, MIT Professor and
Former International Monetary Fund
Chief Economist Simon Johnson, and
Georgetown Law Professor Adam
Levitin for their support and urge our
colleagues to join in pushing to enact
this legislation.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs.
BRITT, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. ERNST,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. MARSHALL,
Mr. ScorT of Florida, and Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina):
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