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there won’t be a need for another farm
bill. Our Nation’s food security is going
to depend on it, and the lives of all
American citizens are going to depend
on it.

I yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF VERNON D. OLIVER

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Judge
Vernon Oliver to the U.S. District
Court for the District of Connecticut.
Judge Oliver’s long career on the bench
and in public service make him an out-
standing nominee to the Federal bench.

Born and raised in Connecticut,
Judge Oliver received his B.A. and J.D.
from the University of Connecticut.
After spending approximately 3 years
in private practice, Judge Oliver de-
voted the rest of his legal career to
public service, serving as an Assistant
State’s Attorney in the division of
criminal justice and as an Assistant
Attorney General in the child protec-
tion unit of the Connecticut Office of
the Attorney General.

In 2009, Judge Oliver was appointed
to be a judge on the Connecticut Supe-
rior Court, presiding over criminal,
civil, habeas corpus, and housing mat-
ters. On the bench, he has presided over
more than 320 trials that have gone to
verdict or judgment. He has also sat by
designation on the Connecticut Appel-
late Court in three matters.

Judge Oliver has strong support from
his home State Senators, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL and Mr. MURPHY. In addi-
tion, he was unanimously rated ‘“well
qualified” by the American Bar Asso-
ciation. Judge Oliver’s deep ties to
Connecticut and significant courtroom
experience, as a longtime litigator and
on the bench, make him well-posi-
tioned to serve the District of Con-
necticut with distinction.

I urge my colleagues to support
Judge Oliver’s nomination.

NOMINATION OF RITA F. LIN

Mr. President, today, the Senate will
vote to confirm Judge Rita Lin to the
U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of California. Judge Lin at-
tended Harvard College and Harvard
Law School before clerking for Judge
Sandra Lynch on the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the First Circuit. During her
10 years in private practice, she focused
on complex civil litigation and worked
on a variety of matters, including
copyright, trade secret misappropria-
tion, unfair competition, breach of con-
tract, and real estate.

She then joined the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia and served as a Federal pros-
ecutor for 4 years. In this role, Judge
Lin investigated and prosecuted Fed-
eral criminal cases involving public
corruption, organized crime, illegal
firearms, child pornography, and vio-
lent crime. She also led teams of
agents in dismantling drug trafficking
networks and developed the Northern
District of California’s program for in-
vestigating doctors who had illegally
prescribed opioids. In 2018, she was ap-
pointed to serve as a judge on the Su-
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perior Court of California, County of
San Francisco. In her time on the
bench, Judge Lin has presided over
hundreds of felony criminal cases and
several jury trials.

Judge Lin has strong support from
Senators FEINSTEIN and PADILLA and
was unanimously rated ‘“‘well quali-
fied”” by the American Bar Association.
Her evenhanded approach to judicial
decisionmaking and significant experi-
ence litigating both civil and criminal
matters in Federal court will serve the
Northern District of California well.

I look forward to supporting Judge
Lin’s nomination and urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

Mr. TUBERVILLE. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON OLIVER NOMINATION

Under the previous order, the ques-
tion is, Will the Senate advise and con-
sent to the Oliver nomination?

Mr. REED. I ask for the yeas and
nays, please.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT).

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 230 Ex.]

The

YEAS—53
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Cantwell Klobuchar Sinema
Cardin Lujan Smith
Carper Manchin
Casey Markey r?‘tai)enow
Collins Menendez ?S ler
Tillis
Coons Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Graham Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
NAYS—44

Barrasso Daines Marshall
Blackburn Ernst McConnell
Boozman Fischer Moran
Braun Grassley Mullin
Britt Hagerty Paul
Budd Hawley Ricketts
Capito Hoeven Risch
Cassidy Hyde-Smith
Cornyn Johnson gomney

ounds
Cotton Kennedy .
Cramer Lankford Rublo'
Crapo Lee Schmitt
Cruz Lummis Scott (FL)
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Sullivan Tuberville Wicker
Thune Vance Young
NOT VOTING—3
Feinstein Kelly Scott (SC)
The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous

order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
and the President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 37, Rita F.
Lin, of California, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Christopher A.
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tina
Smith, Christopher Murphy, Mazie K.
Hirono, Tammy Baldwin, Margaret
Wood Hassan, John W. Hickenlooper,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Brian Schatz, Gary C. Peters,
Alex Padilla, Michael F. Bennet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Rita F. Lin, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of California, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 231 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Cantwell Klobuchar Sinema
gardln hu]anhl Smith
arper anchin
Casey Markey gtaltoenow
Collins Menendez ester
Van Hollen
Coons Merkley
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Fetterman Ossoff Welch
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Graham Peters Wyden
Hassan Reed
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NAYS—45
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Grassley Ricketts
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Braun Hawley Romney
Britt Hoeven Rounds
Budd Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Lummis Tillis
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young
NOT VOTING—3
Feinstein Kelly Scott (SC)
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). The yeas are 52, the nays are
45.
The motion is agreed to.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:16 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJAN).

—————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Rita F. Lin, of
California, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia.

VOTE ON LIN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Lin nomination?

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT).

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 232 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Gillibrand Murphy
Bennet Graham Murray
Blumenthal Hassan Ossoff
Booker Heinrich Padilla
Brown Hickenlooper Peters
Cantwell Hirono Reed
Cardin Kaine Rosen
Carper King Sanders
Casey Klobuchar Schatz
Collins Lujan Schumer
Coons Manchin Shaheen
Cortez Masto Markey Sinema
Duckworth Menendez Smith
Durbin Merkley Stabenow
Fetterman Murkowski Tester
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Van Hollen Warren Wyden
Warner Welch
Warnock Whitehouse
NAYS—45

Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Grassley Ricketts
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Braun Hawley Romney
Britt Hoeven Rounds
Budd Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Lummis Tillis
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—3
Feinstein Kelly Scott (SC)

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WELCH). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2024—Resumed
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the Senate will re-

sume legislative session and the con-
sideration of H.R. 4366, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4366) making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and
for other purposes.

Pending:

Schumer (for Murray-Collins) amendment
No. 1092, in the nature of a substitute.

Murray amendment No. 1205 (to amend-
ment No. 1092), to change the effective date.

Murray motion to suspend rule XVI for the
consideration of Schumer (for Murray-Col-
lins) amendment No. 1092 (listed above) to
the bill.

Schumer motion to commit the bill to the
Committee on Appropriations, with instruc-
tions, Schumer amendment No. 1230, to
change the effective date.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 336

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, the Senate
still mandates a COVID booster vac-
cine for pages. The Senate COVID vac-
cine mandate for pages continues de-
spite the fact that the Senate voted 83
to 11 to repeal the military COVID vac-
cine mandate. So why in the world
would we continue a mandate on pages
that we have repealed for our soldiers?
Is there any science to support con-
tinuing this mandate? The answer is an
emphatic no.

The science has been clear since the
early spring of 2020. Healthy children
are not seriously affected by COVID. In
fact, several large studies show that
healthy children are rarely hospital-
ized and that deaths from COVID in
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healthy children are virtually non-
existent.

Dr. Martin Makary of Johns Hopkins
describes a large, nationwide study in
Israel that found that the risk of
COVID death in people under 30 with
two vaccines was essentially zero. A
nationwide study from Germany
showed zero COVID deaths among chil-
dren over 5 who had no comorbidities.
Even the head of the WHO, Soumya
Swaminathan, concluded that there is
no evidence right now that suggests
healthy children and adolescents need
boosters. Yet here we are, with Demo-
crats desperately clinging to COVID
vaccine mandates for young people who
have essentially zero risk of dying from
COVID.

Common sense should prevail, and
the Senate should repeal this mandate,
just as we did for our young soldiers.
We shouldn’t allow politics to infect
and cloud commonsense judgment.

The vaccine committees that make
recommendations for vaccines actually
don’t recommend COVID boosters for
young, healthy individuals. The FDA’s
Vaccines and Related Biological Prod-
ucts Advisory Committee voted to
limit COVID vaccines to adults over 65.
They wanted, because of the risk pro-
file of the COVID vaccine, to limit it to
people who were at risk for dying from
COVID. A CDC vaccine panel also voted
against recommending boosters for
young, healthy individuals. But these
committees that have lifelong sci-
entists on them who voted not to ad-
vise the booster vaccine for adolescents

were overruled by a political ap-
pointee, Biden appointee Rochelle
Walensky.

Dr. Paul Offit, who is the director of
the Vaccine Education Center and pro-
fessor of pediatrics and infectious dis-
ease at Children’s Hospital in Philadel-
phia, wrote that ‘‘a healthy young per-
son with [two COVID vaccines] is ex-
tremely unlikely to be hospitalized
with covid, so the case for risking any
side effects—such as myocarditis—di-
minishes substantially.” Dr. Offit, a
lifelong proponent of vaccines, even ad-
vised his own son not to get the COVID
booster.

The argument against mandating
COVID boosters on young, healthy peo-
ple is not just that they are unneces-
sary but that the COVID boosters may
actually harm young individuals. Re-
ports of heart inflammation or myocar-
ditis after COVID vaccines have been
consistent and worldwide.

A study in the Journal of the Amer-
ican Medical Association Cardiology
examined 23 million people across Den-
mark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden
and found that the risk of myocarditis
increased with COVID vaccination, par-
ticularly after the second dose. This is
exactly why several European coun-
tries, including Germany, France, Swe-
den, Denmark, and Norway, restrict
the use of COVID vaccines among
young, healthy people. Some countries,
such as South Africa and England, rec-
ommend only one COVID vaccine to
avoid the risk of myocarditis.
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