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between 4 and 6 years faster; that it
would be cheaper to repurpose assets in
Colorado for the Space Command than
to move it across the country or to
move it somewhere else; and that there
would be massive attrition if the Space
Command were moved. Of course,
roughly 60 percent of the personnel
who are part of the Space Command
are civilians. They are not people who
are in the Department of Defense, al-
though 40 percent are people who are in
the Department of Defense. That wor-
ries me a lot. All those things worry
me a lot.

But nothing was of more concern to
me—especially in the wake now of
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, nothing is
more important than making sure that
we get to full operational capability
and that we do it in a way that makes
sense. That is where the generals were
on this issue. That is where the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Air Force was.

In fact, the people who went in to see
President Trump said: If you are going
to make a decision other than—other
than—leaving Space Command in Colo-
rado, you should delay the decision be-
cause nowhere else in America is ready
to do the work that needs to be done.
Instead, President Trump overturned
their recommendation.

As Senator HICKENLOOPER would tell
you, that has never happened before in
the history of our country, that we can
find the President of the United States
overrule the recommendation of the
generals who knew the subject best. He
went on the radio, and he said to these
radio hosts in Alabama—which is
where Donald Trump preferred to send
Space Command for reasons that I sup-
pose only he could know—but he went
on a radio show and bragged that he
single-handedly had overruled every-
body else who had looked at this and
said it ought to stay in Colorado, to
put it in Alabama instead. The GAO
and DOD’s own inspector general have
confirmed the facts that I just related
to you.

Instead of removing the stain of poli-
tics, I am sad to say that the Biden ad-
ministration may be close to ratifying
a decision that can’t be ratified, a deci-
sion that was made in the face of the
recommendations of the generals, a de-
cision that was belied by all the rel-
evant facts, and a decision that the
GAO, the DOD’s own inspector general,
and Donald Trump on a radio program
all confirmed, which is that politics
played into the decision about moving
Space Command to Alabama, not the
national security interests of the
United States.

I know it is easy to think—and I will
just confess in front of the pages and
everybody else—that it might seem
like this is just a parochial interest on
the part of the Senators from Colorado
because Space Command happens to be
in Colorado. I will admit that fact. We
have been a great home to Space Com-
mand. But I will also say that the
months and months and months that
we have dedicated, the years that we
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have dedicated to analyzing this deci-
sion, I think it is fair to say that we
are here not representing the parochial
interests of our State but representing
the national security interests of the
United States and the incredible im-
portance of this Biden administration
not ratifying a political decision that
was made in the last few days of the
Trump administration, because deci-
sions of this importance shouldn’t be
made this way. It should be made in
the interests of our national security.

The Biden administration has the op-
portunity to restore the integrity of
this process, and I think if they do re-
store the integrity of this process, they
will find that this Space Command be-
longs in Colorado, and it shouldn’t be
moved anywhere else.

I am on the floor today to remind
people here of the importance of this
issue, the urgency of this issue, not
just for Colorado—not even for Colo-
rado—but for the country as a whole
and for our national security as a
whole. This is a decision that should be
made in the interest of the national se-
curity of the United States of America,
and that decision will lead the Biden
administration, I think, to reverse
Donald Trump’s political decision—a
decision that he went on a radio show
to advertise for the people of Alabama,
demonstrating the political spoil that
he was holding up in one hand instead
of saying he had done the right thing
for the people who work at Space Com-
mand and had done the right thing for
the mission that we all care about so
deeply.

That, in the end, is what the Amer-
ican people, of course, deserve here, be-
cause our opponents and our competi-
tors in space are not waiting for us to
get out of our own way. It is critically
important for us to give the people who
are serving in this capacity a sense of
security and a sense of stability about
what the choice is going to be.

I yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF ADRIENNE C. NELSON

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote on the nomination
of Justice Adrienne Nelson, who has
been nominated to the U.S. District
Court for the District of Oregon.

If confirmed, she will be the first
Black woman to serve on the District
of Oregon. This will be just one in a
history of firsts Justice Nelson has ac-
complished.

Born in Kansas City, MO, Justice
Nelson was the first Black valedic-
torian at her Arkansas high school
post-integration in 1985. She went on to
earn her B.A. summa cum laude from
the University of Arkansas at Fayette-
ville in 1989 and her J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in 1993.

Justice Nelson began her legal career
at Multnomah Defenders, Inc., a public
interest law firm in Portland, OR, rep-
resenting indigent defendants charged
with State crimes for 3 years. She then
joined a Portland-area law firm as an
associate, where she represented a
wide-range of clients, from individuals
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to private businesses and labor unions,
for 5 years. In 2004, she became the co-
ordinator and senior attorney for the
student legal and mediation services at
Portland State University. During her
time in practice, she tried more than 40
cases, including 25 jury trials.

In 2006, Justice Nelson was appointed
to serve as a circuit court judge for the
Multnomah County Circuit Court. She
presided over approximately 315 cases
over 12 years of service on that court.

In 2018, Justice Nelson became the
first Black justice to serve on Oregon’s
highest court. Since then, she has au-
thored 33 majority opinions.

Senators WYDEN and MERKLEY
strongly support Justice Nelson’s nom-
ination, and the American Bar Associa-
tion has unanimously rated her ‘“‘well
qualified” to serve on the District of
Oregon.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me
in supporting this highly-qualified
nominee.

VOTE ON REYES NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Reyes nomination?

Mr. KAINE. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily
absent.

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 20 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Collins Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy Warnock
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Ossoff Welch
Graham Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden

NAYS—47
Barrasso Grassley Ricketts
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Britt Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schmitt
Capito Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cassidy Lankford Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lee . Sullivan
Cotton Lummis
Cramer Marshall Thu'n °
Crapo McConnell Tillis .
Cruz Moran Tuberville
Daines Mullin Vance
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NOT VOTING—2

Casey Fetterman
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The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1, Lester
Martinez-Lopez, of Florida, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin,
Ben Ray Lujan, Tammy Duckworth,
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar,
Jeanne Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Edward J. Markey,
Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Catherine Cortez Masto.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Lester Martinez-Lopez, of Florida, to
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 64,
nays 33, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 21 Ex.]

YEAS—64
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rounds
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Booker Kelly Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Canpwell Klql}uchar Sinema
gapéyo IMuJanh, Smith
ardin anchin

Carper Markey it;zlta;now
Collins McConnell

Thune
Coons Menendez U
Cornyn Merkley Tillis
Cortez Masto Moran Van Hollen
Duckworth Murkowski Warner
Durbin Murphy Warnock
Ernst Murray Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Welch
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Graham Peters Wicker
Grassley Reed Wyden
Hassan Romney Young
Heinrich Rosen
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NAYS—33
Barrasso Fischer Mullin
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Braun Hoeven Risch
Britt Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford Scott (SC)
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Daines Marshall Vance
NOT VOTING—3
Casey Cramer Fetterman
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

OSSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 64,
the nays are 33.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Lester Martinez-Lopez, of
Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Defense.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

The

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS OF
THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR THE 118TH
CONGRESS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the member-
ships on the twelve subcommittees of
the Committee on Appropriations for
the 118th Congress be printed in the
RECORD. I thank my vice chair on the
committee, Senator COLLINS, for her
leadership and cooperation with me in
making these important assignments.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Senator Murray, as Chair of the Com-
mittee, and Senator Collins, as Vice Chair of
the Committee, are ex officio members of all
subcommittees of which they are not regular
members.

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES

Senators Heinrich (chair), Feinstein,
Tester, Merkley, Baldwin, Manchin, Peters,
Hoeven (ranking member), McConnell, Col-
lins, Moran, Hyde-Smith, and Fischer. (7-6)
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COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED
AGENCIES

Senators Shaheen (chair), Feinstein, Reed,
Coons, Schatz, Manchin, Van Hollen,
Merkley, Peters, Moran (ranking member),
Murkowski, Collins, Capito, Kennedy,
Hagerty, Britt, and Fischer. (9-8)

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Senators Tester (chair), Durbin, Feinstein,
Murray, Reed, Schatz, Baldwin, Shaheen,
Murphy, Collins (ranking member), McCon-
nell, Murkowski, Graham, Moran, Hoeven,
Boozman, and Capito. (9-8)

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT

Senators Feinstein (chair), Murray, Tester,
Durbin, Shaheen, Merkley, Coons, Baldwin,
Heinrich, Kennedy (ranking member),
McConnell, Murkowski, Graham, Hoeven,
Hyde-Smith, Hagerty, and Britt. (9-8)

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL
GOVERNMENT

Senators Van Hollen (chair), Durbin,
Coons, Manchin, Heinrich, Hagerty (ranking
member), Boozman, Kennedy, and Rubio. (56—
4)

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

Senators Murphy (chair), Murray, Tester,
Shaheen, Baldwin, Peters, Britt (ranking
member), Murkowski, Capito, Kennedy, and
Hyde-Smith. (6-5)

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT,
AND RELATED AGENCIES

Senators Merkley (chair), Feinstein, Reed,
Tester, Van Hollen, Heinrich, Peters, Mur-
kowski (ranking member), McConnell, Cap-
ito, Hoeven, Fischer, and Britt. (7-6)

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES

Senators Baldwin (chair), Murray, Durbin,
Reed, Shaheen, Merkley, Schatz, Murphy,
Manchin, Capito (ranking member), Graham,
Moran, Kennedy, Hyde-Smith, Boozman,
Britt, and Rubio. (9-8)

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Senators Reed (chair), Murphy, Van Hol-
len, Fischer (ranking member), and Rubio.
(3-2)

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VETERANS AFFAIRS,
AND RELATED AGENCIES

Senators Murray (chair), Reed, Tester,
Schatz, Baldwin, Heinrich, Coons, Manchin,
Peters, Boozman (ranking member), McCon-
nell, Murkowski, Hoeven, Collins, Rubio,
Hagerty,and Fischer. (9-8)

STATE, FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND RELATED

PROGRAMS

Senators Coons (chair), Durbin, Shaheen,
Merkley, Murphy, Van Hollen, Schatz, Gra-
ham (ranking member), McConnell, Booz-
man, Moran, Rubio, and Hagerty. (7-6)

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES

Senators Schatz (chair), Murray, Durbin,
Feinstein, Reed, Coons, Murphy, Manchin,
Van Hollen, Hyde-Smith (ranking member),
Collins, Boozman, Capito, Graham, Hoeven,
Kennedy, and Moran. (9-8)

TRIBUTE TO WHIDBEY ISLAND
PILOTS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the Lieutenants
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