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home? When will they find a stable job 
again? Where will their kids go to 
school this fall? But if there is any rea-
son for hope in all of this devastation, 
it is that people aren’t carrying this 
burden alone. 

Anyone who knows Hawaii knows 
that in a crisis, we all pitch in and we 
help each other. When the fires en-
gulfed the town that terrible day, peo-
ple from the island of Lainai saw the 
clouds of smoke and drove their boats 
16 miles across the channel to rescue 
people. In the days and weeks since, 
even those who have lost their homes 
or jobs or loved ones have given every-
thing they have got to each other to 
make it all a little less painful. 

Everyday people are taking it upon 
themselves and springing into action 
to help. At the Hawaiian homestead of 
Leialii, the community came together 
and converted homes into supply dis-
tribution centers for necessities like 
water and gas. Another center in Napili 
set up a power and satellite internet 
station in the back of a truck so that 
people without power or cell service 
could get in touch with loved ones. At 
the University of Hawaii’s Maui Col-
lege, dozens of volunteers gathered to 
prepare meals for people in shelters. A 
crew from Oahu brought supplies on 
the sailing canoe Hikianalia, and a 
group of tour boat operators delivered 
supplies from Maalaea Harbor, while 
surfers on jet skis helped to bring them 
to shore. These people were not led by 
a nonprofit organization; they just saw 
the community in crisis and mobilized, 
and that is what Hawaii is all about. 

While the individual stories of gen-
erosity and community give us some 
heart, the reality is that everyone in 
Lahaina needs and deserves help. Peo-
ple of every age and every background 
have been devastated by these fires, 
and their needs are so enormous, they 
simply cannot do it alone. So it is our 
responsibility here in Congress to pro-
vide relief in any way that we can for 
as long as people need it. 

In the past few weeks, following the 
President’s quick disaster declaration, 
we have seen the most robust mobiliza-
tion of Federal resources in Hawaii’s 
history. Over 1,000 FEMA personnel 
have been on the ground assisting sur-
vivors, and nearly every Federal Agen-
cy, from the Small Business Adminis-
tration, to the Department of Trans-
portation to HUD, has taken steps to 
deliver aid and bring relief to the peo-
ple of Maui. 

My staff and I are in daily commu-
nication with our Hawaii congressional 
delegation, State and local officials, 
senior administration officials, and 
dozens of Federal Agencies who are all- 
in to help Maui recover. Last month, 
the President and First Lady came to 
Maui to show their support and hear 
directly from survivors. Speaker 
McCarthy and several bipartisan Mem-
bers of Congress have also come to see 
the devastation firsthand. Many of my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
have reached out asking how they can 

help. It has meant a lot, and I want to 
thank everybody for that. 

But given all that was lost, it will 
take years for Maui to fully get back 
on its feet, and more help will be need-
ed from Congress in the months ahead. 
Nearly 1,900 homes were destroyed, in-
cluding an affordable housing complex. 
Over 5,000 people have been displaced 
and are living in temporary housing 
like hotels and Airbnbs. They will need 
help finding permanent homes. 

Three healthcare clinics, including a 
federally qualified health center’s sat-
ellite office, were destroyed. They pro-
vided critical healthcare access to all 
of West Maui. Adult medicine, pedi-
atric care, OB/GYN services, dental and 
behavioral health—all totally lost. 
Providers are doing the best they can 
using hotel ballrooms or tents in park-
ing lots to get people care. But people 
need more than just urgent care; they 
need comprehensive care like checkups 
and counseling, and they need to get it 
in a real clinic. 

King Kamehameha III Elementary 
School, which educates over 600 K–5 
students, was damaged beyond repair. 
The cost of a new campus is estimated 
at $175 million. Three other schools in 
the area are still closed and under in-
spection for air, soil, and water safety. 
Under normal circumstances, we would 
already be a few weeks into the school 
year by now, but as of last week, 1,200 
students have not enrolled in another 
public school. We need resources to get 
them back into schools in-person and 
quickly. 

Some people still don’t have access 
to clean drinking water, and the waste-
water treatment plants were knocked 
offline, creating environmental and 
health risks for the community. We 
don’t yet know what the cost of repair 
for these critical services will be. 

Roads and bridges were torn apart 
and will also need to be repaired so 
that people can move around. Over 
1,000 electrical poles and 500 trans-
formers are being replaced, and high- 
speed internet access has still not been 
fully restored to West Maui. Before any 
of that can happen, FEMA will need to 
complete one of the most complex de-
bris-removal operations in its history. 
We are talking about tons and tons of 
waste that we will need to safely clean 
up off the streets and transport out of 
Hawaii. It may take up to a year and 
cost up to $1 billion. 

This is just some of the work ahead, 
and none of this will be easy. While the 
full extent of the damages is still being 
assessed, we know that the Federal 
share of costs for recovery will be in 
the billions of dollars. 

Americans all share the responsi-
bility of providing relief to these sur-
vivors because, while Maui is today’s 
victim of extreme weather, it may very 
well be another State tomorrow. We 
have already seen so much damage this 
summer in Florida, California, 
Vermont, Louisiana, and more. These 
catastrophic events are unfortunately 
becoming more common and more se-
vere. 

In the weeks after the fires, I visited 
Maui every 3 days, and I talked to first 
responders and survivors about what it 
was like on that harrowing afternoon 
and in the days since. Their resilience 
and determination in spite of their 
pain and their grief was striking. 

When I asked people ‘‘How are you 
doing?’’ I was struck because I often 
get the same response: ‘‘I lost every-
thing, but I am alive.’’ 

‘‘I lost everything, but I am alive.’’ 
They know that they are the lucky 

ones, and they are trying to find a way 
to get through this disaster. 

I know that the people of Maui can 
recover and chart a new future, but 
they cannot do it alone. They need help 
from everyone—in Hawaii, here in Con-
gress, and across the country. With 
time, scars will heal; Lahaina will be 
restored; and we will be there to sup-
port them every step of the way. 
Mahalo. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KELLY). The majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to legisla-
tive session and be in a period of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted 
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
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we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–59, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Australia for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $975 million. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–59 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Australia. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $902 million. 
Other $73 million. 
Total $975 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Up to twenty-two (22) M142 High Mobility 

Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) 
Sixty (60) M30A1 Guided Multiple Launch 

Rocket System (GMLRS) Alternative War-
head (AW) Pods with Insensitive Munitions 
Propulsion System (IMPS) 

Forty (40) M31A1 GMLRS Unitary 
(GMLRS–U) High Explosive (HE) Pods with 
IMPS 

Sixty-six (66) M30A2 Extended Range (ER)– 
GMLRS AW Pods 

Twenty-four (24) M31A2 ER GMLRS Uni-
tary (HE) Pods 

Non-MDE: Also included are Reduced 
Range Practice Rocket (RRPR) Pods; inter-
com systems to support the HIMARS 
Launcher; M1084A2 HIMARS Re-Supply Ve-
hicles (RSV); trailers; 9300–SL60TN Forklift, 
Side Loader; radio/communication mounts; 
machine gun mounts; wheel guards; 
ruggedized laptops; training; training equip-
ment; publications for HIMARS and its mu-
nitions and spares; services; other support 
equipment; and other related elements of 
program and logistic support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (AT–B– 
UNP). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: AT–B–UMJ, 
AT–B–UMK, AT–B–UKI. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
August 18, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Australia—M142 High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket Systems (HIMARS) 

The Government of Australia has re-
quested to buy up to twenty-two (22) M142 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 
(HIMARS); sixty (60) M30A1 Guided Multiple 
Launch Rocket System (GMLRS) Alter-
native Warhead (AW) Pods with Insensitive 
Munitions Propulsion System (IMPS); forty 
(40) M31A1 GMLRS Unitary (GMLRS–U) High 
Explosive (HE) Pods with IMPS; sixty-six 
(66) M30A2 Extended Range (ER)–GMLRS AW 
Pods; and twenty-four (24) M31A2 ER GMLRS 
Unitary (HE) Pods. Also included are Re-
duced Range Practice Rocket (RRPR) Pods; 
intercom systems to support the HIMARS 
Launcher; M1084A2 HIMARS Re-Supply Ve-
hicles (RSV); trailers; 9300–SL60TN Forklift, 
Side Loader; radio/communication mounts; 
machine gun mounts; wheel guards; 

ruggedized laptops; training; training equip-
ment; publications for HIMARS and its mu-
nitions, and spares; services; other support 
equipment; and other related elements of 
program and logistic support. The estimated 
total program cost is $975 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States. Australia is one of our 
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political 
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the region. It is vital to the U.S. na-
tional interest to assist our ally in devel-
oping and maintaining a strong and ready 
self-defense capability. 

The proposed sale will improve Australia’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats, and will enhance interoperability 
with U.S. forces and other allied forces. Aus-
tralia will use the capability to strengthen 
its homeland defense and provide greater se-
curity for its critical infrastructure. Aus-
tralia will have no difficulty absorbing this 
equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be Lockheed 
Martin, Grand Prairie, TX; L3Harris Cor-
poration, Melbourne, FL; Leonardo DRS, Ar-
lington, VA; and Oshkosh Corporation, Staf-
ford, VA. There are no known offset agree-
ments in connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of U.S. Govern-
ment or contractor representatives to Aus-
tralia. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–59 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The Ml42 High Mobility Artillery Rocket 

System (HIMARS) is a wheeled launcher 
mounted on a 5-ton Family of Medium Tac-
tical Vehicles truck chassis and is transport-
able by C–130. HIMARS is the modern Army- 
fielded version of the Multiple Launch Rock-
et System (MLRS) M270 launcher and can 
fire all of the MLRS Family of Munitions 
(FOM), including Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket System (GMLRS) variants and the 
Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS). 
Utilizing the MLRS FOM, the HIMARS can 
engage targets between 15 and 300 kilometers 
with GPS-aided precision accuracy. 

2. The Guided Multiple Launch Rocket 
System (GMLRS) M31A2 Unitary is the 
Army’s primary munition for units fielding 
the M142 HIMARS and M270A1 Multiple 
Launcher Rocket System (MLRS) Launch-
ers. The M31 Unitary is a solid propellant ar-
tillery rocket that uses Global Positioning 
System/Precise Positioning Service (GPS/ 
PPS)-aided inertial guidance to deliver a sin-
gle high-explosive blast fragmentation war-
head accurately and quickly to targets at 
ranges from 15–70 kilometers. The rockets 
are fired from a launch pod container that 
also serves as the storage and transportation 
container for the rockets. Each rocket pod 
holds six (6) total rockets. 

3. The M30A2 GMLRS Alternative Warhead 
shares a greater than 90% commonality with 
the M31A1 Unitary. The primary difference 
between the GMLRS–U and GMLRS–AW is 
the replacement of the Unitary’s high explo-
sive warhead with a 200-pound fragmentation 
warhead of pre-formed tungsten penetrators 
which is optimized for effectiveness against 
large area and imprecisely located targets. 

The munitions otherwise share a common 
motor, GPS/PPS-aided inertial guidance and 
control system, fusing mechanism, multi-op-
tion height of burst capability, and effective 
range of 15–70km. 

4. The Extended Range (ER) GMLRS pro-
vides a persistent, responsive, all-weather, 
rapidly deployed, long-range, surface-to-sur-
face, area- and point-precision strike capa-
bility. The XM403 Alternative Warhead (AW) 
carries a 200-pound fragmentation assembly 
filled with high explosives which, upon deto-
nation, accelerates two layers of preformed 
penetrators optimized for effectiveness 
against large area and imprecisely located 
targets. The XM404 Unitary variant is a 200- 
pound class unitary with a steel blast-frag-
mentation case, designed for low collateral 
damage against point targets. The ER 
GMLRS maintains the accuracy and effec-
tiveness demonstrated by the baseline 
GMLRS out to a maximum range of 150 km 
while also including a new Height of Burst 
(HOB) capability. 

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

6. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

7. A determination has been made that 
Australia can provide the same degree of 
protection for the sensitive technology being 
released as the U.S. Government. This sale is 
necessary in furtherance of the U.S. foreign 
policy and national security objectives out-
lined in the Policy Justification. 

8. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal are authorized for release 
and export to Australia. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-

tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as 
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No. 
OJ–23. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described 
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