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founder H.A. ‘“Dave’” True, Jr. Henry
Alphonso True, Jr., or Dave as he was
known to friends and family, was born
in 1915 in Cheyenne. He married his
high school sweetheart Jean in 1938.
After earning his engineering degree
from Montana State University, he fol-
lowed in the footsteps of his father.
Dave worked for Texaco, formerly
known as the Texas Company, in Cody,
where he lived with Jean and their four
children: Tamma, H.A. “Hank’ III,
Diemer, and David L. In 1948, the fam-
ily relocated to Casper. Here, Dave be-
came part owner and manager of the
Reserve Drilling Company, a one-rig
drilling outfit that would change the
course of his career. Just 3 years later,
he was the president of Reserve Drill-
ing and then opened his own drilling
enterprise, True and Brown Drilling
Contractors.

Dave had an uncanny ability to an-
ticipate the needs of a then-booming
oil industry. In 1954, he founded True
0Oil and True Drilling. He discovered
several oil reservoirs in the ensuing
years. In the next two decades, he
founded eight additional businesses,
each uniquely situated to meet the
needs of—and capitalize on—the boom-
ing o0il sector and Casper’s growing
population. It was also during this pe-
riod that Dave began to diversify his
interests. In 1957, he entered the ranch-
ing sector. True Ranches, a 36-head
cattle operation included Nugget, his

lone bull. Other endeavors were the
Belle Fourche Pipeline Company,
Black Hills Trucking, and Eighty-

Eight Oil LLC. In all his business deal-
ings, Dave was a consummate profes-
sional. He valued integrity and respect
over making a quick buck. He was
known to say, ‘““A good deal is not a
good deal unless it’s good for both par-
ties.”

Quiet and hard working, Dave took
seriously his role of sharing his time
and talent with his community. In 1961,
he established a scholarship program
for the children of True Companies em-
ployees. For over six decades, the pro-
gram has rewarded deserving, high-
achieving students with money to pur-
sue their education. Dave also taught
his children the importance of public
service and giving back. Today, the
True family is well-known for its gen-
erous philanthropic efforts. In May of
this year, the University of Wyoming,
our State’s only 4-year university, es-
tablished the H.A. ‘“‘Dave’ True Jr.
Family College of Business Deanship.
This distinct honor recognizes the True
family’s legacy of dedicated service
and entrepreneurial spirit.

The history of True Companies began
with the humble vision and determina-
tion of Dave and Jean. After Dave died
in 1994, Jean continued as the family’s
matriarch until she passed in 2006. She
was 90 years old. Today, the company’s
heritage lives on through their chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and even great-great-grand-
children.

Hank III and Karen True have three
children: Thea True-Wells and Scott
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Wells with children Eric, Christopher,
Jean Marie, and Katelin Wells; H.A.
“Tad” IV and Jennifer True with chil-
dren H.A. “Henry’’ V, Sam and Charlie;
and Barbara True.

Diemer and Susie True have four
children: Kip and Chris True with chil-
dren Hailey True, Hannah and Steven
Gutenberger, Hollie and Seth Snitker,
Hayden and Lydia True, Harrison and
Meghan True, Haines, Helaina,
Hadleigh and Hyldie True; Kyle and
Caridee True with children Connor and
Suzanna True, Kennedee and Shawn
Dalke, Cross and Megan True,
Johnathon and Jacqueline True, Jor-
dan, Sophia, and Patton True; Tara and
Kirk Aamot with children Abbie and
James Cooksey, Mark, David, and
Grace Aamot; and Tracy True-Propp
with children Mikayla and Preston
Propp.

Dave and Melanie True have four
children: Shane and JoAnn True with
children Ellie True, Elijah and Kath-
erine True, Rand, Delaney, Finn, and
Reagan True; Christy and Quintin
LeClercq with children Brayden,
Kellan, Lincoln, and Zanden LeClercq;
Bryce and Kelsey True with children
Taggart, Roark, and Akston True; and
Ashley and Gene VanDeest.

Dave and Jean’s eldest daughter
Tamma True-Hatten died in 2017. Her
husband Donald Hatten predeceased
her in 2002. Their memories live on
through their two children Jaci and
Dale Kerns with children Kodi Kerns,
Jake (JD) and Dawn Kerns, Josh and
Randi Kerns, and Joel Kerns; and Dave
Hatten with children Kaci Hatten and
Kara and Christian Sabo.

True Companies includes the fol-
lowing businesses: True Oil, True Drill-
ing, True Ranches, Toolpushers Supply
Company, Black Hills Trucking, Meas-
urement Services LLC, Bridger Pipe-
line LLC, Eighty-Eight Oil LLC, Equi-
table Oil Purchasing Company, Hilltop
Bank, Flowstate, and Brick and Bond,
in addition to numerous other ranches
and properties.

This year, members and employees of
the True Companies family will cele-
brate its 75th anniversary by giving
back to the community. On August 19,
2023, True Companies will join
Bluepeak in sponsoring the annual
5150’ Festival, a free community event
hosted by Visit Casper. It is a wonder-
ful opportunity to celebrate all that
Casper has to offer with food, vendors,
and live music.

True Companies was built on a foun-
dation of humble service and hard
work. Its founder, H.A. ‘“Dave’” True,
Jr., established a culture that encour-
aged employees to ‘‘talk less and say
more.”” Bobbi and I are honored to cele-
brate its 75th anniversary, and we look
forward to the next 75 years of success.

———
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
MILWAUKEE MEXICAN FIESTA
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today

I rise to recognize the 50th anniversary
of the Mexican Fiesta in Milwaukee. I
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am proud to honor this tradition that
showcases the rich cultural history of
the Hispanic community in Wisconsin.

What began as a small street festival
in Milwaukee has grown to be one of
the largest celebrations of Mexican
culture in the country. In 1973, proud
members of the Mexican-American
community closed down one street in
downtown Milwaukee to celebrate
Mexican Independence Day. Today, the
Mexican Fiesta attracts thousands of
visitors from across the State to enjoy
Hispanic cuisine, dance to Mexican art-
ists, and learn more about the rich his-
tory of this community. With more
than 450 exhibitors and vendors, it has
also become an opportunity for Wis-
consin small businesses, nonprofits,
and local artisans to showcase their
products and reach new customers.

This 50-year tradition is not only a
celebration of Hispanic heritage; it is
also a chance to support students
across the State as they pursue an edu-
cation. Money raised through the Mexi-
can Fiesta goes towards the Wisconsin
Hispanic Scholarship Foundation,
which expands access to higher edu-
cation for the Hispanic community.
Since its founding, the foundation has
awarded $1.8 million in scholarships.
Thanks to their efforts, young Hispanic
men and women across the State have
been empowered to explore their inter-
ests and jumpstart their futures.

The original organizers of the Mexi-
can Fiesta were searching for a way to
share their traditions and culture with
the rest of their community. It has
been inspiring to watch that vision be-
come a reality over the last 50 years.
Armed with the knowledge that edu-
cation opens doors, the Wisconsin His-
panic Scholarship Foundation has used
the reach and popularity of this cele-
bration to empower young Wisconsin-
ites to pursue their dreams. I am proud
to recognize this important tradition
on their 50th anniversary, and I look
forward to celebrating the countless
contributions that Mexican Americans
have made to our State for years to
come.

———
TRIBUTE TO SEAN FARRELL

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President,
today I bid a fond farewell to my chief
of staff Sean Farrell. Sean has been an
indispensable member of my team for 6
years. During that time, he has worn
several hats, each coming with its own
challenges. Sean joined Team Black-
burn when I was serving on the House
Energy and Commerce Committee,
where he mastered some of the most
complex issues that the U.S. Congress
examines. After I was elected to the
Senate, Sean agreed to move from the
House to the Senate and assumed the
formidable task of managing my legis-
lative agenda, as well as a gaggle of
young lawyers and policy experts.

When I asked Sean to serve as my
chief of staff, I knew I was asking him
to face challenges far beyond those
normally associated with the position.
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Pandemic-era rules had scattered our
staff across the country, and the Sen-
ate was still limping its way through a
once in a lifetime crisis. Thankfully,
Sean stepped up. He approached the job
with grace and persistence and, even
during the toughest fights kept his eye
on the ball and the team’s focus on
serving the people of Tennessee.

We will miss him tremendously, but I
have no doubt that his beautiful wife
Kasey will be happy to see him spend-
ing more time at home and less time in
the halls of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building. I would like to leave Sean
with my thanks for his years of service
to the Volunteer State and my best
wishes as he moves forward in this next
exciting season of his career.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S.
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
VICKSBURG DISTRICT

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize the 150th anniversary of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Vicksburg District. The history of this
vital entity can be traced back to 1873
when Captain William Henry Harrison
Benyuard opened the Monroe-based
branch to address surveys and conduct
wreck removals on the Yazoo and
Ouachita Rivers. Today, the Vicksburg
District encompasses areas across Ar-
kansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana con-
taining nine major river basins and in-
corporating approximately 460 miles of
mainline Mississippi River levees.

As U.S. Senator for Arkansas, I have
worked closely with the Vicksburg Dis-
trict Corps leaders on many projects to
benefit The Natural State. I have al-
ways appreciated our collaboration to
strengthen navigation, conservation,
recreation and water supply on the
Ouachita River. To better serve the
communities adjacent to tributaries
and reservoirs in its jurisdiction, I
have worked alongside the Corps to
fund studies in the Ouachita River
Basin and support its flood risk man-
agement mission on the Red and
Ouachita Rivers. The District has also
been instrumental in securing addi-
tional water supply for the city of Hot
Springs and Central Arkansas Water
via Lake Ouachita and Lake DeGray.

The Corps plays an important role in
managing safety and environmental
issues for our waterways and related
structures. As a member of the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee,
I proudly support these efforts and am
committed to always working to en-
sure it has the funding and resources
necessary to carry out its mission.

I look forward to continuing our
partnership and delivering the re-
sources to improve Corps infrastruc-
ture and facilities, and I congratulate
the Vicksburg District on 150 years of
managing water resources and respond-
ing to emergencies for the benefit of
the entire region it serves and sup-
ports.e
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN SQUIRE
DRENDEL

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
today 1 rise to recognize the 100th
birthday of my dear friend John Squire
Drendel. John dedicated his life to ad-
vocating on behalf of his clients and
serving the people of Nevada. For 70
years, John shaped Nevada’s legal com-
munity, and I am proud to join his
family and friends in celebrating this
significant milestone.

On August 4, 1923, John was born in
Carson Valley, NV, a beautiful rural
community just south of Carson City.
In the midst of the Great Depression,
John left home to work on a nearby
ranch and complete his studies at
Douglas County High School.

During his first semester at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame in the fall of
1941, the bombing of Pearl Harbor al-
tered the trajectory of his life. John
served in the U.S. Navy as a lieutenant
and as a commander of a landing craft
tank in the Pacific Islands of Saipan,
Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.

Following the end of World War II,
John took advantage of the education
benefits provided in the G.I. Bill to
complete his undergraduate education
and attend law school at the Univer-
sity of Colorado. After obtaining his
law degree, John returned home to Ne-
vada with his wife Marilyn to raise
their four children and work as a Ne-
vada highway patrolman.

In 1950, John passed the Nevada Bar
Exam and later partnered with William
0. Bradley to form Bradley & Drendel,
a premier personal injury firm in
northern Nevada. In 1957, in order to
make their services more accessible to
their clients, the two selected a con-
verted garage in Reno, NV, to serve as
their firm’s office. By 1970, John had
solidified his reputation by rep-
resenting a diesel mechanic from Ely,
NV, who suffered from a debilitating
injury while at work. John won the
highest verdict awarded to a single
plaintiff in the U.S. at that point in
time, providing financial security for
the mechanic and his family. This firm
continues to serve the community with
a third generation of attorneys. Cur-
rently, John’s son Thomas is of counsel
to the firm.

John is deeply respected by his peers
and remains active in Nevada’s legal
community as a founding member and
former president of the Nevada Trial
Lawyers Association and the Washoe
County Bar Association. John has been
honored with countless accolades
throughout the duration of his career,
including the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Nevada Trial Lawyers
Association in 2001.

The list of John’s contributions to
the legal community and Nevada are
never-ending. John strived for excel-
lence throughout his career and has
proven himself a great Nevadan. His
professional accomplishments are sur-
passed only by the wonderful family
and community he has built in the Sil-
ver State. I know John is happy to be
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spending his retirement with his chil-
dren Mary, John, Ann, and Thomas;
their grandchildren Sarah, Andrew,
Anne, Clara, Nathaniel, Mary, and
Matthew; and their four great-grand-
children. I am incredibly pleased to
honor this momentous event in his life
and wish him joy in the years to
come.®

———————

400TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, today
it is my privilege to recognize the 400th
anniversary of the city of Portsmouth,
NH. For four centuries, Portsmouth
has endured as one our country’s oldest
and most vital cities, continuing to
serve as a pillar for New Hampshire’s
economy and culture—and for our
country’s national security.

From its founding in 1623, Ports-
mouth has served as one of New Eng-
land’s most important trade ports,
helping develop and sustain the re-
gion’s economy and, at one time, even
served as New Hampshire’s capital.
Portsmouth first started as Strawbery
Banke, an early settlement that
evolved into a maritime hub and led
Portsmouth to become the iconic city
that it is today. In the 400 years since
1623, Portsmouth continues to be a
wonderful place to live—and it is a pre-
mier destination for trade and tourism,
boasting some of the finest breweries
and seafood in the country. Ports-
mouth is in part why New Hampshire
attracts millions of tourists each year.

Portsmouth has also been instru-
mental in building and maintaining the
U.S. Navy, through the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard, as well as providing a
key installation for the U.S. Air Force
with the Pease Air Force Base, which
is now home to the finest Air National
Guard in the country. In New Hamp-
shire, our motto is ‘“Live Free or Die,”
and Granite Staters in Portsmouth
have embodied that spirit since our
country’s beginning. The Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard built and launched
John Paul Jones and the USS Ranger
in the American Revolutionary War—
one of the founding vessels of the U.S.
Navy—and was a one-time home to the
famed USS Constitution. The ship-
builders and dockworkers in Ports-
mouth have built and maintained ves-
sels that served in conflicts from the
Revolutionary War through today, in-
cluding playing a decisive role in build-
ing our submarine fleet in World War
II. Across distant seas and faraway
tides, ships built in Portsmouth—pow-
ered by everything from winds to
atoms—have helped ensure that Gran-
ite Staters and all Americans can con-
tinue to live free.

The people of Portsmouth also know
that inclusiveness is a virtue and a key
to our State and our country’s
strength. As we mark the 400th anni-
versary of the city of Portsmouth, we
also recognize that the Wabanaki peo-
ple have long called this region their
home, thousands of years before the es-
tablishment of Portsmouth. Over the
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