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public or executive hearing before the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee unless such reim-
bursement is agreed to by the Chairman and
Ranking Member of the Committee.

[g] Limits of questions.—Questioning of a
witness by members shall be limited to 5
minutes duration. Members may be per-
mitted further questions of the witness after
all members have been given an opportunity
to question the witness.

Additional opportunity to question a wit-
ness shall be limited to a duration of 5 min-
utes until all members have been given the
opportunity to question the witness for a
second time. This 5-minute period per mem-
ber will be continued until all members have
exhausted their questions of the witness.

After a witness has completed his or her
testimony before the Committee or Sub-
committee, members may submit questions
in writing to the Clerk for the record, which
shall be due to the Clerk by a date deter-
mined by the Chairman, in consultation with
the Ranking Member, but such due date
shall be no later than 7 calendar days after
the witness’s appearance before the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee.u Any such witness
shall respond in writing to any such written
question for the record no later than 45 cal-
endar days after the witness’s date of appear-
ance before the Committee or Sub-
committee. For nominees before the Com-
mittee, the Chairman shall, in consultation
with the Ranking Member, determine the
time periods for the submission of member
questions and the receipt of responses from
nominees.

RULE 5.—VOTING

[a] Vote to report a measure or matter.—
No measure or matter shall be reported from
the Committee unless a majority of the
Committee is actually present. The vote of
the Committee to report a measure or mat-
ter shall require the concurrence of a major-
ity of the members of the Committee who
are present.

Any absent member may affirmatively re-
quest that his or her vote to report a matter
be cast by proxy. The proxy shall be suffi-
ciently clear to identify the subject matter,
and to inform the Committee as to how the
member wishes his vote to be recorded there-
on. By written notice to the Chairman any
time before the record vote on the measure
or matter concerned is taken, any member
may withdraw a proxy previously given. All
proxies shall be kept in the files of the Com-
mittee, along with the record of the rollcall
vote of the members present and voting, as
an official record of the vote on the measure
or matter.

[b] Vote on matters other than to report a
measure or matter. On Committee matters
other than a vote to report a measure or
matter, no record vote shall be taken unless
a majority of the Committee are actually
present. On any such other matter, a mem-
ber of the Committee may request that his
or her vote may be cast by proxy. The proxy
shall be in writing and shall be sufficiently
clear to identify the subject matter, and to
inform the Committee as to how the member
wishes his or her vote to be recorded there-
on. By written notice to the Chairman any
time before the vote on such other matter is
taken, the member may withdraw a proxy
previously given. All proxies relating to such
other matters shall be kept in the files of the
Committee.

RULE 6.—QUORUM

No executive session of the Committee or a
Subcommittee shall be called to order unless
a majority of the Committee or Sub-
committee, as the case may be, are actually
present. Unless the Committee otherwise
provides or is required by the Rules of the
Senate, one member shall constitute a
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quorum for the receipt of evidence, the
swearing in of witnesses, and the taking of
testimony.

RULE 7.—STAFF PRESENT ON DAIS

Only members and the Clerk of the Com-
mittee shall be permitted on the dais during
public or executive hearings, except that a
member may have one staff person accom-
pany him or her during such public or execu-
tive hearing on the dais. If a member desires
a second staff person to accompany him or
her on the dais he or she must make a re-
quest to the Chairman for that purpose.

RULE 8.—COINAGE LEGISLATION

At least 67 Senators must cosponsor any
gold medal or commemorative coin bill or
resolution before consideration by the Com-
mittee.

EXTRACTS FROM THE STANDING RULES OF THE
SENATE

RULE XXV, STANDING COMMITTEES

1. The following standing committees shall
be appointed at the commencement of each
Congress, and shall continue and have the
power to act until their successors are ap-
pointed, with leave to report by bill or other-
wise on matters within their respective ju-
risdictions:

[d][1] Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, to which committee shall be
referred all proposed legislation, messages,
petitions, memorials, and other matters re-
lating to the following subjects:

1. Banks, banking, and financial institu-
tions.

2. Control of prices of commodities, rents,
and services.

3. Deposit insurance.

4. Economic stabilization and defense pro-
duction.

5. Export and foreign trade promotion.

6. Export controls.

7. Federal monetary policy, including Fed-
eral Reserve System.

8. Financial aid to commerce and industry.

9. Issuance and redemption of notes.

10. Money and credit, including currency
and coinage.

11. Nursing home construction.

12. Public and private housing [including
veterans’ housing].

13. Renegotiation of Government con-
tracts.

14. Urban development and urban mass
transit.

[2] Such committee shall also study and re-
view, on a comprehensive basis, matters re-
lating to international economic policy as it
affects United States monetary affairs, cred-
it, and financial institutions; economic
growth, urban affairs, and credit, and report
thereon from time to time.

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES FOR PRESIDENTIAL
NOMINEES

Procedures formally adopted by the U.S.
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, February 11, 2021,, establish a
uniform questionnaire for all Presidential
nominees whose confirmation hearings come
before this Committee.

In addition, the procedures establish that:

[1] A confirmation hearing shall normally
be held at least 5 days after receipt of the
completed questionnaire by the Committee
unless waived by a majority vote of the Com-
mittee.

[2] The Committee shall vote on the con-
firmation not less than 24 hours after the
Committee has received transcripts of the
hearing unless waived by unanimous con-
sent.

[3] All nominees routinely shall testify
under oath at their confirmation hearings.

This questionnaire shall be made a part of
the public record except for financial and
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other personal information, which shall be
kept confidential as indicated on the ques-
tionnaire.

Nominees are requested to answer all ques-
tions, and to add additional pages where nec-
essary.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE
BUDGET RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate requires each
committee to adopt rules to govern the
procedure of the committee and to pub-
lish those rules in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD not later than March 1 of the
first year of each Congress. Today, the
Committee on the Budget adopted
committee rules of procedure.

Consistent with Standing Rule XXVI,
I ask unanimous consent to have a
copy of the rules of procedure of the
Committee on the Budget printed in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET, U.S. SEN-
ATE—RULES FOR THE 118TH CONGRESS

RULES OF PROCEDURE
I. MEETINGS

(1) Meeting Schedule. The committee shall
hold its regular meeting on the first Thurs-
day of each month. Additional meetings may
be called by the chair as the chair deems
necessary to expedite committee business.

(2) Open to the Public. Each meeting of the
committee, including meetings to conduct
hearings, shall be open to the public, except
that a portion or portions of any such meet-
ing may be closed to the public if the com-
mittee determines by record vote in open
session of a majority of the members of the
committee present that the matters to be
discussed or the testimony to be taken at
such portion or portions—

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(i) an act of Congress requires the informa-
tion to be kept confidential by Government
officers and employees; or

(ii) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under other provisions of law or
Government regulations.
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(3) Notice. Notice of, and the agenda for,
any business meeting or markup shall be
provided to each member and made available
to the public at least 72 hours prior to such
meeting or markup.

II. CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTIONS

(1) Amendment Consideration Generally. If
the chair of the committee makes proposed
legislative text of a budget resolution avail-
able to all committee members by 12:00 p.m.,
five days prior to the start of a meeting or
markup to consider the resolution, during
that meeting or markup:

(a) it shall not be in order to consider a
first degree amendment unless the amend-
ment has been submitted to the chief clerk
by 5:00 p.m. two days prior to the start of the
meeting or markup, except that an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute offered by
the chair of the committee shall not be re-
quired to be filed in advance;

(b) it shall not be in order to consider a
second degree amendment unless the amend-
ment has been submitted to the chief clerk
by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the start of
the meeting or markup; and

(c) it shall not be in order to consider a
side-by-side amendment unless the amend-
ment has been submitted to the chief clerk
by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the start of
the meeting or markup, and the amendment
is filed in relation to a particular first de-
gree amendment that is considered by the
committee.

(2) Amendments with No Force or Effect.
During consideration of a budget resolution,
it shall not be in order to consider an amend-
ment that would have no force or effect if
adopted.

III. ORDER OF RECOGNITION

Those members who are present at the
start of any meeting of the committee in-
cluding meetings to conduct hearings, shall
be recognized in order of seniority based on
time served as a member of the committee.
Any members arriving after the start of the
meeting shall be recognized, in order of ap-
pearance, after the most junior member.

IV. QUORUMS AND VOTING

(1) Definition of Quorum. Except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this sec-
tion, a quorum for the transaction of com-
mittee business shall consist of not less than
one-third of the membership of the entire
committee: Provided, that proxies shall not
be counted in making a quorum.

(2) Reporting. A majority of the committee
shall constitute a quorum for reporting
budget resolutions, legislative measures, or
recommendations: Provided, that proxies
shall not be counted in making a quorum.

(3) Testimony. For the purpose of taking
sworn or unsworn testimony, a quorum of
the committee shall consist of one Senator.

(4) Polling Authority. (a) The committee
may poll—

(i) internal committee matters including

those concerning the committee’s staff,
records, and budget;
(ii) steps in an investigation, including

issuance of subpoenas, applications for im-
munity orders, and requests for documents
from agencies; and

(iii) other committee business that the
committee has designated for polling at a
meeting, except that the committee may not
vote by poll on reporting to the Senate any
measure, matter, or recommendation, and
may not vote by poll on closing a meeting or
hearing to the public.

(b) To conduct a poll, the chair shall cir-
culate polling sheets to each member speci-
fying the matter being polled and the time
limit for completion of the poll. If any mem-
ber requests, the matter shall be held for a
meeting rather than being polled. The chief
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clerk shall keep a record of polls; if the com-
mittee determines by record vote in open
session of a majority of the members of the
committee present that the polled matter is
one of those enumerated in Committee on
the Budget Rules of Procedure I(2)(a)-(f),
then the record of the poll shall be confiden-
tial. Any member may move at the com-
mittee meeting following a poll for a vote on
the polled decision.
V. PROXIES

When a record vote is taken in the com-
mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment,
or any other question, a quorum being
present, a member who is unable to attend
the meeting may vote by proxy if the absent
member has been informed of the matter on
which the vote is being recorded and has af-
firmatively requested to be so recorded; ex-
cept that no member may vote by proxy dur-
ing the deliberations on budget resolutions
unless a member is experiencing a health
issue and the chair and ranking member
agree to allow that member to vote by proxy
on amendments to a budget resolution.

VI. HEARINGS AND HEARING PROCEDURES

(1) Notice. The committee shall make pub-
lic announcement of the date, place, time,
and subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted on any measure or matter at least 1
week in advance of such hearing, unless the
chair and ranking member determine that
there is good cause to begin such hearing at
an earlier date.

(2) Witness Testimony Deadline. At least 24
hours prior to the scheduled start time of
the hearing, a witness appearing before the
committee shall file a written statement of
proposed testimony, including visual exhib-
its intended for display during testimony,
with the chief clerk who is responsible for
circulating the proposed testimony to all
members at the same time. The requirement
that a witness submit testimony 24 hours
prior to a hearing may be waived by the
chair and the ranking member, following
their determination that there is good cause
for the failure of compliance.

(3) Witness Testimony Time Limit. Oral
statements of witnesses shall be based upon
their filed statements but shall be limited to
5 minutes duration. This period may be lim-
ited or extended at the discretion of the
chair presiding at the hearings.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(1) Report Generally. When the committee
has ordered a measure or recommendation
reported, following final action, the report
thereon shall be filed in the Senate at the
earliest practicable time.

(2) Supplemental Report. A member of the
committee, who gives notice of an intention
to file supplemental, minority, or additional
views at the time of final committee ap-
proval of a measure or matter, shall be enti-
tled to not less than 3 calendar days in which
to file such views, in writing, with the chief
clerk of the committee. Such views shall
then be included in the committee report
and printed in the same volume, as a part
thereof, and their inclusions shall be noted
on the cover of the report. In the absence of
timely notice, the committee report may be
filed and printed immediately without such
views.

VIII. USE OF DISPLAY MATERIALS IN COMMITTEE

Committee members may use the elec-
tronic display system provided in the com-
mittee hearing room or physical graphic dis-
plays during any meetings or hearings of the
committee. Physical graphic displays are
limited to the following: Charts, photo-
graphs, or renderings:

Size: no larger than 36 inches by 48 inches.

Where: on an easel stand next to the mem-
ber’s seat or at the rear of the committee
room.
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When: only at the time the member is
speaking.

Number: no more than two may be dis-
played at a time.

IX. CONFIRMATION STANDARDS AND
PROCEDURES

(1) Standards. In considering a nomination,
the committee shall inquire into the nomi-
nee’s experience, qualifications, suitability,
and integrity to serve in the position to
which he or she has been nominated. The
committee shall recommend confirmation if
it finds that the nominee has the necessary
integrity and is affirmatively qualified by
reason of training, education, or experience
to carry out the functions of the office to
which he or she was nominated.

(2) Information Concerning the Nominee.
Each nominee shall submit the following in-
formation to the chief clerk, who will dis-
tribute to the chair and ranking member at
the same time:

(a) A detailed biographical resume which
contains information concerning education,
employment, and background which gen-
erally relates to the position to which the in-
dividual is nominated, and which is to be
made public;

(b) Information concerning financial and
other background of the nominee which is to
be made public; provided, that financial in-
formation that does not relate to the nomi-
nee’s qualifications to hold the position to
which the individual is nominated, tax re-
turns or reports prepared by federal agencies
that may be submitted by the nominee shall,
after review by the chair, ranking member,
or any other member of the committee upon
request, be maintained in a manner to en-
sure confidentiality; and

(c) Copies of other relevant documents and
responses to questions as the committee may
so request, such as responses to questions
concerning the policies and programs the
nominee intends to pursue upon taking of-
fice.

(3) Report on the Nominee. After a review
of all information pertinent to the nomina-
tion, a confidential report on the nominee
may be prepared by the committee staff for
the chair, the ranking member, and, upon re-
quest, for any other member of the com-
mittee. The report shall summarize the steps
taken and the results of the committee in-
quiry, including any unresolved matters that
have been raised during the course of the in-
quiry.

(4) Hearings. The committee shall conduct
a hearing during which the nominee shall be
called to testify under oath on all matters
relating to the nominee’s suitability for of-
fice, including the policies and programs
which the nominee would pursue while in
that position. No hearing or meeting to con-
sider the confirmation shall be held until at
least 72 hours after the following events have
occurred: the nominee has responded to the
requirements set forth in subsection (2), and,
if a report described in subsection (3) has
been prepared, it has been presented to the
chair and ranking member, and is available
to other members of the committee, upon re-
quest.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE ON VET-
ERANS’ AFFAIRS RULES OF PRO-
CEDURE

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs has
adopted rules governing its procedures
for the 118th Congress. Pursuant to
rules XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, on behalf of
myself and Ranking Member MORAN, I
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