June 22, 2023

Our thoughts are with the Spriggs’
family and with all those who Kknew
and loved Bill.

———

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL
PETER STAMATOPOULOS

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate an exceptional
officer of the U.S. Navy, Rear Admiral
Peter Stamatopoulos, Commander,
Naval Supply Systems Command and
49th Chief of Supply Corps, on his re-
tirement after 35 years of honorable
service to our country.

Rear Admiral Peter Stamatopoulos
provided outstanding leadership and
sound professional judgment in service
to the U.S. Navy, Congress, and this
Nation. A native of California and a
University of San Diego graduate, Rear
Admiral Stamatopoulos was first com-
missioned to serve as a supply corps of-
ficer in the U.S. Navy in 1988. Fol-
lowing his precept, ‘“Do Good, Do
Right, Do What Is Honorable,”” he pro-
vided vital Navy supply support
throughout his career, serving in the
Cold War, Operation Desert Storm, Op-
eration Southern Watch, Operation De-
termined Response, and Operation En-
during Freedom. Under his leadership,
his team won the 2006 Adm. Stan Ar-
thur Logistics Team of the Year award
for the noncombatant evacuation of
about 15,000 U.S. citizens from Leb-
anon.

As commander, Naval Supply Sys-
tems Command and 49th Chief of Sup-
ply Corps for the past 36 months, Rear
Admiral Stamatopoulos led the execu-
tion of a dynamic, worldwide Supply
Systems Command consisting of 11
field commands, a 22,500-personnel
global workforce, $8 billion annual
budget, and $42 billion Navy Working
Capital Fund-Supply Management in-
ventory. Through the Naval
Sustainment System-Supply and Per-
formance to Plan-Logistics initiatives,
he improved the Navy’s end-to-end sup-
ply chains and enhanced the global
supply support network to swiftly re-
spond to the dynamic threat environ-
ment.

On behalf of all Californians, we
thank Rear Admiral Stamatopoulos,
his wife Alainie, and their entire fam-
ily for their continued commitment,
sacrifice, and contributions to our Na-
tion.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JOE FOX

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Joe Fox for his
years of service and dedication to the
State of Arkansas. For the past 11
years, Mr. Fox has served as the Ar-
kansas State Forester, directing the
good work of the forestry division
within the Arkansas Department of
Agriculture to promote and steward
the State’s forestry community.

His leadership, dedication, and pas-
sion for forestry is worthy of celebra-
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tion as his service as State forester
comes to a well-deserved retirement.
Joe boasts a long and rich history ad-
vocating for our mnatural resources.
Prior to this role, he worked as the di-
rector of conservation forestry for the
Arkansas branch of the Nature Conser-
vancy. He is also the former president
of the Arkansas Forestry Association
and served on the Arkansas Forestry
Commission from 1987 to 1997, serving
as chairman in 1995 and 1996.

A native Arkansan, Joe is a third-
generation lumber industry profes-
sional and the first in his family to re-
ceive a forestry degree from a univer-
sity. His vast experience in conserva-
tion forestry has been instrumental in
promoting forest health, stewardship,
and conservation. Joe has been the
guiding voice for the division of for-
estry and I, as well as the State of Ar-
kansas, have been blessed to benefit
from his advice and knowledge
throughout his tenure. His testimony
and expertise have been essential in in-
forming forestry-related policy
through our work on the Senate Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry Com-
mittee. I am pleased to consider Joe a
friend and am grateful for his service
to our State.

I commend Joe for a job well done
and wish him the best in this next
chapter of his life.®

———

TRIBUTE TO BRAD AND JOY RYAN

e Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
and celebrating the accomplishments
of two Ohioans from Duncan Falls,
Brad Ryan and his grandmother, Joy
Ryan. Together, they visited every Na-
tional Park—all 63 of them—and they
set a world record along the way. Joy
is the oldest woman to visit every Na-
tional Park. It took them 8 years and
brought them new adventures all over
the country.

In 2015, Brad invited Joy to camp and
hike with him in the Smokey Moun-
tains. Joy was 85 at the time and ac-
cepted the challenge. She had never
been to a mountain before, and when
they reached the top, she remembers a
group of college Kkids cheering for
them. This was just the beginning.
Over the past 8 years, they have
ziplined at the New River Gorge in
West Virginia, where Joyce broke the
record for the oldest person to com-
plete the course. They whitewater
rafted at Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park in Alaska. At the Great Sand
Dunes National Park in Colorado, Joy
even rolled down a sand dune. Their
final trip, to National Park of Amer-
ican Samoa, took them 6,700 miles
from their home in Duncan Falls, OH.

Brad didn’t set out to take his grand-
mother to every National Park; he
knew she hadn’t seen mountains or
deserts or oceans, and he wanted to
make sure she had the chance to expe-
rience all the natural wonder our coun-
try has to offer. Along the way, they
accomplished something remarkable.
Congratulations.e
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RECOGNIZING THE CENTER OF
SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY

o Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
and congratulating the Center for
Science and Industry—COSI—on their
National Medal for Museum and Li-
brary Science. It is an outstanding
achievement and a testament to the
work COSI educators, curators, and
support staff do. It wouldn’t have been
possible without their dedication and
service. COSI staff engages Ohio’s next
generation of thinkers, leaders, and
problem solvers. They spark students’
interest in the sciences and in tech-
nology with hands-on learning and in-
teresting exhibits and inspire them to
become the leaders who will continue
our State’s proud tradition of leader-
ship in innovation for decades to come.

I am grateful for all COSI does for
the Columbus community, and I ask
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating these Ohioans on this achieve-
ment.e

————

RECOGNIZING THE TOLEDO LUCAS
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

e Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
and congratulating the Toledo Lucas
County Public Library on their Na-
tional Medal for Museum and Library
Science.

It is an outstanding achievement and
a testament to the work the librarians
and support staff do. It wouldn’t have
been possible without their dedication
and service.

The Toledo Lucas County Public Li-
brary educates and engages Ohioans of
all ages by creating spaces where ev-
eryone can broaden their horizons with
books, technology, and innovative
classes. Their commitment to helping
kids learn to read is building Ohio’s
next generation of thinkers, leaders,
and problem solvers. One day these stu-
dents will be the leaders writing our
State’s next chapter.

I am grateful for all they do for the
Toledo community, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating
these Ohioans on this achievement.®

———

RECOGNIZING THE WESTPORT
LIBRARY

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today I rise to recognize the Westport
Library as it celebrates the release of
its first vinyl record.

Public libraries serve vital roles in
our communities, providing no-fee ac-
cess to collections of books, films, and
other media, as well as to computers
and the internet. They are hubs of
community interaction, and now, in
Westport, CT, a creative outlet for
local musicians.

Founded in 1886, the Westport Li-
brary has been enriching the commu-
nity for almost a century and a half. In
addition to its full collection of books
for readers of all ages, the library is
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home to a MakerSpace, a Library of
Things, a seed library, a cafe and store,
and a collection of professional art-
work. These resources make the West-
port Library one of the best libraries in
all of America—a ‘‘noisy library,”’ as
its supporters say, and a true jewel of
the community.

Over the past year, Westport Library
has added a new innovation to their
impressive collection: Verso Studios, a
state-of-the-art recording studio based
in the library itself. On June 3, 2023, 1
was proud to join the library in cele-
brating the release of its first record:
“Verso Records: Volume One’’ on vinyl.
This record is the product of collabora-
tion among local artists and is the first
of its kind issued by a public library.

This endeavor is an example of West-
port at its best, the vision and vi-
brancy of the community and its com-
mitment to artistic achievement,
powering culture throughout the State
of Connecticut.

I applaud the innovative and impor-
tant work done by the Westport Li-
brary and hope my colleagues will join
me in congratulating all of the staff
and supporters of the library on this
impressive achievement.e®

——

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND ANNA
FRANK

e Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I rise
to join the other Members of Alaska’s
Federal delegation—Senator LISA MUR-
KOWSKI and Representative MARY
PELTOLA—in honoring our dear friend
Dr. Reverend Anna Frank. For decades,
Reverend Frank has been a force for
good in Interior Alaska and across our
State. As the first female Alaska Na-
tive Episcopalian priest, she has given
thousands of sermons and has offi-
ciated over countless weddings, funer-
als, and baptisms. She has served as a
counselor for those in need, has been at
the bedside for those souls passing on
to heaven, and has provided much
needed solace to those here on earth.

Reverend Frank was born in 1939 in
0Old Minto, 1 of 14 children. Growing up
in a village of less than 200 people, all
living a subsistence lifestyle, everyone
in the village had to play their part to
survive and thrive. Her mother taught
her how to trap muskrats and set fish
traps. She also had many other women
in her life—her aunties, who mentored
her, as she has since mentored hun-
dreds of other young women.

After moving to Fairbanks, she mar-
ried Richard Frank, a World War II
veteran and respected Athabaskan
leader who was also from Minto—and
with whom she enjoyed a 57-year-long
marriage. Together, Anna and Richard
Frank raised four children. During this
time, Reverend Frank earned her high
school diploma. Her ability to per-
severe through adverse conditions in-
stilled in her the idea that, ‘““You have
to do things for yourself: don’t live off
people.”

Reverend Frank became a health aide
and midwife in Minto—her grand-
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mother and aunt were midwives who
had passed their knowledge on to her—
and again, she demonstrated her
strength, compassion, and skill. She
was hired by Tanana Chiefs Conference
to create their first health education
department in 1975.

Reverend Frank’s job was to travel
to the villages in the Interior and to
talk to Alaska Natives about modern
health and medicine. It was in this en-
vironment where Reverend Frank’s ex-
periences—the lessons she had learned
from her elders and knowledge that she
had gained from her western edu-
cation—all came together. She found a
way to reach out and get the help they
needed, in a way that worked for them.
Soon after, she was recruited to be a
counselor, a position at which she ex-
celled.

In preparation for Easter one year,
Reverend Frank decided that instead of
giving something up for Lent, she
would volunteer at the village church.
After that, she became a deacon. Near-
ly 10 years later, she was ordained as
an Episcopalian priest, the first Alaska
Native woman to be ordained. She
worked for the diocese for over 12 years
and traveled internationally on behalf
of the church. For her work, Dr. Rev-
erend Anna Frank was awarded an hon-
orary doctorate of law by the Univer-
sity of Alaska-Fairbanks in 2019.

Reverend Franks spent the majority
of her life doing what needed to be
done. The countless problems she en-
countered, she tackled head on. Rev-
erend Frank traveled around Alaska,
to numerous Native villages, and held
church services for anybody of any
faith, who wanted to be ministered to.

“I understood two roads: our Native
ways and the other world,” she once
said. She was, and still is, a bridge be-
tween the old and the new. She has
served on numerous boards, including
the Denakkanaaga Elders group, the
Alaska Commission on Aging, as well
as the Fairbanks Native Association.
She continues her journey in ensuring
that Alaska Natives are seen and
heard. She prays with them and for
them. Reverend Frank has given her
all to enrich and enliven the lives of
those around her.

She spoke to a reporter a few years
ago about her lifelong journey. ‘“As
long as you’re breathing it’s never too
late,” she said. ‘“‘So that’s what I did in
my life, I changed me, and I grew, and
I tried to help others. From where 1
came from, I have moved mountains.”

We thank her for the mountains she
has moved, her faith, her tireless serv-
ice to our State and to her community
and for all the many blessings she has
bestowed on so many. ‘‘Ana Baasee’,”
Reverend Anna.e

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.

June 22, 2023

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate a message
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3797. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide an alter-
native manner of furnishing certain health
insurance coverage statements to individ-
uals.

H.R. 3801. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to streamline and im-
prove the employer reporting process relat-
ing to health insurance coverage and to pro-
tect dependent privacy.

H.R. 4004. An act to approve and imple-
ment the Agreement between the American
Institute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in the
United States regarding Trade between the
United States of America and Taiwan, and
for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House of Representatives having
proceeded to reconsider the resolution
(H.J. Res. 4b5) providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Edu-
cation relating to “Waivers and Modi-
fications of Federal Student Loans”,
returned by the President of the United
States with his objections, to the
House of Representatives, in which it
originated, it was resolved, that the
said resolution do not pass, two-thirds
of the House of Representatives not
agreeing to pass the same .

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mrs.
MURRAY) announced that on today,
June 22, 2023, she had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

S. 30. An act to authorize major medical
facility projects for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2023, and for
other purposes.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3797. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide an alter-
native manner of furnishing certain health
insurance coverage statements to individ-
uals; to the Committee on Finance.

H.R. 3801. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to streamline and im-
prove the employer reporting process relat-
ing to health insurance coverage and to pro-
tect dependent privacy; to the Committee on
Finance.
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