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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Julie 
Rikelman, of Massachusetts, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
First Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

TRIBUTE TO TRICIA ENGLE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Just parenthetically, 
true to Trish’s dedication to the job, 
she just sat down and whispered to me: 
We are not in a quorum call. That will 
probably be one of the very last of 
about 10,000—maybe 100,000—proper, 
right instructions she has given me 
over the years that she has been here— 
or given all of us. So I thought that 
was a moment to remember. 

Anyway, today, I want to take a mo-
ment to honor one of the—the—the 
most beloved members of the Senate 
team, and that is Trish Engle, who will 
be leaving the Democratic cloakroom 
after 26 years of service. 

That means you started about a year 
before me, 1998—1997. I came here in 
early 1999. 

Trish is the proud mom of two boys, 
William and Garrison. 

Wave to us, William. Who is older— 
William or Garrison? William. Very 
nice. Both are in their nice blue shirts. 

They are here with us today, and I 
am sure they are looking—are you 
looking forward to spending more time 
with your mom? You are saying you 
are. I am not quite sure, at your age, 
that is exactly the case. But I am sure 
it is good quality time, knowing Trish. 

Trish’s mom, Melva Ongstad, is here 
in the Gallery. 

Hello, Melva. 
I am glad her family could be here, 

and I know how proud everyone is of 
Trish. We all are. 

We all know that Trish is one of the 
most familiar faces in the Senate, but 
even then, it is easy to miss just how 
important, just how critical she has 
been to making the Senate agenda 
come to life. There are so many—and 
Trish is at the top of the list—of these 
unsung heroes who make the place 
work. No one notices them, no one 
praises them, but without them, this 
place would collapse. 

Without Trish, the Democratic cau-
cus wouldn’t have accomplished a frac-
tion—that is true—a fraction of all the 
amazing things we have gotten done 
over the years: drug reform, infrastruc-
ture, CARES Act, ACA—the list goes 
on and on. The list of bills she has had 
a hand in literally spans decades. 

Every Senator on our side of the 
aisle, every single one, and many of 
those who have retired, can think of 
some accomplishment we have been 
proud of at one point or another. You 
can bet that Trish was the one who 
helped make that accomplishment hap-
pen on the floor because it is Trish who 
comes up with these brilliant par-
liamentary maneuvers to achieve our 

mission. She is always writing the 
scripts that speed up the voting proc-
ess. She is something truly unique, a 
legislative artist who knows the inner 
workings of this body like few others 
in the country. There are probably 
maybe fewer than 10 people who know 
as much about the Senate as Trish of 
the whole—how many?—8 billion peo-
ple on Earth, approximately 8 billion 
people on Earth. That is pretty good. 

Over the years, she worked wonders 
serving—I met her when Daschle was 
leader. He loved her and depended on 
her. She worked her magic under Harry 
Reid. He loved her and depended on 
her. 

Today, I want to express how grate-
ful I am for all the good work you have 
done during my time as leader. 

Like so many parents around here, 
Trish had to juggle a very demanding 
job where she is almost on call all the 
time while making sure her wonderful 
family got all they needed. If that 
wasn’t challenging enough, during all 
this time, she is like Superwoman. She 
earned an M.B.A. and M.A. from Johns 
Hopkins while working on the Senate 
floor. And to do that from any college 
is amazing; to do it from Johns Hop-
kins—wow. No slouch are you, Trish. 
Doing it all. Doing it all. 

But these are only some of the won-
derful reasons we will miss her. We will 
miss her because of her wonderful sense 
of humor. We will miss her because few 
people put up with Senators so regu-
larly and never—I don’t think I ever 
saw you get mad. Anybody? Oh, you 
got mad at Amy once. OK, I under-
stand. 

We will miss her because she is a 
wonderful person to work with no mat-
ter the day, no matter the issue, no 
matter the outcome. She is the best. 

On behalf of the Senate, Trish, of all 
of us, the whole big Senate family, we 
thank you for everything you have 
done for this institution and deriva-
tively for our country. We love you. We 
will miss you. And you will always 
have a home here in this Chamber. We 
wish you and your wonderful family 
the very best. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

President pro tempore. 
Mrs. MURRAY. If I could, I just 

wanted to also take this opportunity to 
thank Trish and echo the majority 
leader’s words. All of us are grateful 
for her tremendous service to each and 
every one of us. 

As one of the few Senators who were 
here when she first started who are 
still here, I just want to tell you the 
Senate will not be the Senate without 
Trish. Her smile, her ability to work 
with us, her knowledge of the rules, 
being at our back, helping us under-
stand the process, have really helped 
laws pass, changed lives, and made a 
difference for all of us. 

Trish, we are going to miss you, and 
I just personally want to share my 
thanks with your family for sacrificing 
you for so many years to be with us, 
and I wish you all the best. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I want 
to share the perspective of individual 
Senators who, at various moments, are 
extremely stressed over getting their 
amendment considered or how to deal 
with a particular issue that is coming 
up. There have been moments, for ex-
ample, not too far back into last year, 
when I really wanted an amendment up 
and was asking Trish, how do I do this? 
How do I position this to get this done? 
And I know that many of us, when we 
are trying to do something we consider 
important or are concerned about 
something happening that is detri-
mental, our emotions are high. Every 
time that I have been in that position, 
you have been a calm and steady pres-
ence facilitating our efforts—maybe 
raising an eyebrow now and then about 
whether this was the right moment or 
the right process but giving sound 
guidance and taking our levels of anx-
iety and stress down a few notches and 
helping us get the job done. 

So all of us who, in moments—crit-
ical moments—have come to you and 
asked for your help and your insight on 
how to proceed, thank you for being a 
wise and sober and calming counsel to 
us. And I wish you all the best in your 
next chapter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as if in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PRIDE MONTH 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I am 

thrilled to join people across Wash-
ington State and across the country in 
recognizing Pride Month. 

Pride is an opportunity every year 
for people across our country and 
across the world to mark the progress 
we have made and the work left to do 
and celebrate the LGBTQ community. 
It is a joyful, beautiful thing, and it 
stands in stark contrast to the bigotry 
some voices on the far right have been 
fanning. 

It is impossible to watch a Pride pa-
rade today without seeing just how far 
we have come as a nation; and, unfor-
tunately, it is also impossible to follow 
the news without seeing a reminder of 
how far we still have to go and how 
hard a bigoted minority of people is 
fighting to pull us back. 

Some far-right provocateurs have 
been twisting the most basic mundane 
gestures of inclusion into so-called 
controversies through blatant distor-
tions and demonization. I mean, imag-
ine calling for an investigation into a 
private company because they just sent 
their product to a trans person with a 
massive online audience. 

Imagine being outraged because a 
company cares about having a diverse, 
equitable, inclusive workplace. 

Imagine getting worked up because 
of rainbow logos or a Pride sale or an 
adorable little rainbow baby onesie. 
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I have a news flash for everyone who 

is trying to act like companies selling 
their products to every community 
they can is something new or some new 
nefarious conspiracy. Get this: Gay and 
trans people drink beverages; they eat 
food; they buy things. And for suddenly 
everyone to be outraged over some cute 
baby clothes? You know what? LGBTQ 
have families, too. They are parents 
and aunts and uncles and grandparents. 
Where have you been? 

They are queer; they are here; and 
they have been for years. Get used to 
it. They are not going anywhere. 

And let’s be clear: These attacks on 
the LGBTQ community are not just ri-
diculous, they are dangerous, because 
we are not just talking about a handful 
of far-right voices complaining about 
companies. There is a truly insidious 
and ugly effort to demonize and ostra-
cize and erase the LGBTQ community 
and our trans friends, neighbors, and 
loved ones in particular. 

Far-right lawmakers across our Na-
tion and across different levels of gov-
ernment are spewing some of the most 
hateful rhetoric, peddling some of the 
most bigoted conspiracies, and passing 
some of the most hateful LGBTQ laws 
I have seen in a long while. 

Over the past few years, these far- 
right politicians have taken books with 
LGBTQ characters off the shelves. 
They have demonized drag performers 
with dangerous rhetoric. They have in-
vestigated parents for helping their 
kids get the care they need and blocked 
kids from that care. It is extreme, cyn-
ical, and hateful to a degree that is 
even hard to believe. 

Far-right legislators are happy to ig-
nore the First Amendment to ban 
books and keep kids away from their 
entirely made-up danger of drag shows; 
but they are nowhere to be found when 
it comes to a serious discussion of the 
Second Amendment and protecting 
kids from gun violence—an actual pub-
lic health threat and the leading cause 
of death for children in the United 
States. 

One Republican Presidential can-
didate is shamelessly and falsely sug-
gesting that trans kids participating in 
youth sports might be to blame for the 
teen mental health crisis and insid-
iously ignoring the reality that the 
same kids they are using as a political 
punching bag face some of the highest 
rates of depression and suicide of any-
one. 

Another Republican Presidential can-
didate championed a bill that is silenc-
ing and erasing LGBTQ kids and par-
ents and teachers from schools by ban-
ning discussion about gender identity 
and sexual orientation and banning 
books with the slightest acknowledg-
ment that LGBTQ people even exist. 
One school district in Florida even 
banned a kids’ book about a penguin— 
a penguin—with two dads. Seriously? 

Then there is the wave of laws we are 
seeing that are meant to cut kids off 
from age-appropriate, gender-affirming 
healthcare that they rely on, like the 

law that passed in Idaho, right across 
the border from my State, that crim-
inalizes doctors for providing kids with 
gender-affirming care that they need— 
care that is overwhelmingly rec-
ommended by medical experts as safe 
and even lifesaving—or the vile effort 
to falsely accuse loving parents whose 
kids are getting this care they need as 
child abuse. 

I said it before. It truly feels like far- 
right Republican lawmakers are in a 
race to the bottom in pursuit of the 
most extreme, hateful agenda they can 
think of. And their attacks have been 
especially cruel to the trans commu-
nity and to trans kids. 

There are real consequences to this 
hateful rhetoric. We know the trans 
community is more likely to face sui-
cide and homelessness and violence, 
and yet far-right lawmakers are using 
their megaphone and their positions of 
power to bully kids. 

That is what it comes down to. They 
are attacking people—attacking kids— 
for being different, for being them-
selves. 

I said it last year on the Senate floor. 
I am here again because I still have to 
say it: We—we—all have a responsi-
bility to stand up and make clear that 
this is not right. Trans people are our 
friends. They are our neighbors. They 
are our families. They deserve to be 
kids—just kids—to play sports and go 
to school and see a doctor and get 
healthcare. They should be able to get 
the same opportunities as any other 
kid to learn and grow and play and 
thrive, free from fear and discrimina-
tion. And parents deserve to be able to 
make their own parenting decisions 
with their medical providers to do 
what is best for their kids’ health. 
They should not have to worry about 
what a right-wing politician thinks is 
best for their child, and they definitely 
should not live in fear that a State leg-
islature is going to intervene in their 
parenting decisions and hurt their 
child. 

We have got to push back against 
these attacks on trans kids every way 
we can—in the courts, with legislation, 
through Executive action, and by 
speaking out and speaking up—which 
is why I am here today, to tell every-
one facing these hateful attacks: You 
are not alone. You have so many people 
in your community and in your corner. 

I am proud to stand with these kids, 
their families, and the whole LGBTQ 
community. This Pride Month, we 
commit ourselves to making sure that 
these kids are not just safe in our 
country, not just welcome in our coun-
try, but allowed to be themselves here; 
allowed to be joyful and confident 
about who they are in every part of our 
country. 

And in that spirit, I want to share 
some wisdom from Stella. She is a 
young trans activist in Washington 
State who spoke with me last year 
about the dangerous laws targeting 
trans communities. 

I will quote her: 

Opinions cannot stop us from existing. 
They cannot stop me from living my dream 
to the fullest and following all of my dreams 
. . . And opinions do not change who we are 
as transgender and nonbinary people. 

I certainly am proud to be a voice for 
young people like Stella here in the 
United States Senate. Stella, I hope 
you are having a great Pride Month. 

My message today to everyone who 
has been encouraging or complicit in 
the attacks on the LGBTQ community 
is simple: First, leave kids and families 
alone. You are not their doctor. You 
are not their parents. You have no idea 
what they are going through, what 
they have gone through, or what is best 
for them. It is not your say, and it is 
not your business. 

Second: Be kind. Be kind. You do not 
have to bully people because they are 
different. You do not have to champion 
hatred and fear or anger. You can 
make a different choice. It is really not 
that hard to listen, to learn, to respect, 
and accept people for who they are, to 
have compassion. And I promise it will 
make your world brighter, and your 
heart will be lighter. 

Finally, if you do continue down this 
dangerous path—bullying kids, erasing 
LGBTQ people, and demonizing them 
with dangerous rhetoric, I will rise 
against you every step of the way, and 
I will do so with pride. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOKER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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