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still in China. China would not let her
leave. She had never gone to collect
the over $1 million that she was due for
her husband winning the Nobel Peace
Prize.

So I told Secretary Tillerson: You
tell the Chinese Government, if they
release Liu Xia—if they allow her to
leave and escape to freedom—I will
stop pushing this particular bill, but if
they don’t, I will keep pushing it, and
we will pass it into law. You can let
him know it is not a bluff, because I
have already passed it unanimously
through the Senate once and will do it
again, and this time the House will
pass it as well.

Within a matter of weeks, the com-
munist government in China released
Liu Xia and let her escape. That is how
powerful shining a light of truth on a
despotic regime can be.

Renaming the street outside of the
Cuban Embassy sends a powerful mes-
sage to the Cuban people that their
struggle for freedom will not go unno-
ticed or be forgotten; that the world is
watching, and their heroic efforts are
not in vain. Their fight for freedom res-
onates deeply with people across the
globe.

By passing this legislation, the U.S.
Senate has made a powerful statement
of solidarity with the people of Cuba
and is a resolute condemnation of the
oppressive regime that silenced a brave
voice for freedom. The Senate has spo-
ken with one voice, and that voice has
demanded ‘‘Cuba libre’—a free Cuba—
an end to the totalitarian and despotic
state.

I urge our colleagues in the House to
take up this bill and pass this bipar-
tisan legislation swiftly.

Let us come together as one, as the
U.S. Congress, and force the com-
munist regime to do what utterly terri-
fies them—to say Oswaldo Paya’s
name—to say his name.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be able to
complete my remarks before the vote
starts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING JOHN MCCOY

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to honor dis-
tinguished Washington State senator,
Tribal leader, and my friend John
Richard McCoy.

State Senator McCoy dedicated his
life and career to public service. John
served in the Air Force for two dec-
ades. He was a steadfast and fearless
leader for the Tulalip Tribes in the
State of Washington. And he was one of
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the longest serving Native legislators
in Washington State history.

His story is an inspiration and testa-
ment. He overcame unbelievable odds.
And most importantly, he showed what
one person can achieve in the service of
others. John led a life and career that
will be remembered for generations.

He was born in 1943 in Washington.
He was born in the middle of World
War II and started his career as a com-
mercial fisherman in Puget Sound be-
fore he joined the Air Force. He served
in the Air Force for 20 years, retiring
as a technical sergeant at Andrews Air
Force Base in Maryland, near here.

He was then recruited as a computer
programmer before computer program-
ming was really hip and was assigned
to staff the Reagan White House situa-
tion room. His skills as a computer
programmer and technical expertise
led the late Stan Jones—one of our
other Tribal legends who was then
Chair of the Tulalip Tribes—to recruit
him back to Washington to help trans-
form the Tribe’s communications sys-
tem. At the time, the Tribe was strug-
gling to build the infrastructure that
was needed to take advantage of eco-
nomic development and continue to
move forward with their plans.

But John took this project and tele-
communications infrastructure and
helped the Tribe build one of its great-
est economic successes. The Quil Ceda
Village is about a 500-acre unique busi-
ness park that was approved in 2001. It
was so successful that in 2005, the
Puget Sound Business Journal named
him Executive of the Year for his con-
tributions to the successful project. He
not only brought computers and high-
speed internet access to the village, he
made the whole thing a reality for the
Tribe.

John McCoy never lost his ideas
about public service. In 2003, he was
elected to the Washington State House
of Representatives, and he served our
State legislature for 17 years. Senator
McCoy served the 38th Legislative Dis-
trict in Northwest Washington cov-
ering Tulalip, Everett, and Marysville.
During that time, he became a stand-
out legislator for the State of Wash-
ington. He was a tireless advocate for
K-12 education, healthcare, the envi-
ronmental policies, and, most impor-
tantly, he was outspoken on Tribal
issues.

One important piece of legislation
John championed and created was the
“Since Time Immemorial: Tribal Sov-
ereignty in Washington State’ cur-
riculum which is now taught in all
Washington State public schools.
“Since Time Immemorial,” endorsed
by all of Washington State’s 29 feder-
ally recognized Tribes, is a curriculum
that focuses on their history in the
State of Washington. The lessons help
students understand the importance of
treaties, the history of Tribes in the
Pacific Northwest, and the challenges
of reservation life. It also teaches stu-
dents the influence of geography and
where Tribes are located in the State
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of Washington—and, importantly, the
distinct cultures of the 29 federally rec-
ognized Tribes in Washington State.
The knowledge our students are gain-
ing about Tribes is invaluable. And this
is just one example of Senator McCoy’s
leadership in the State of Washington.

He also helped expand dental care. He
passed legislation requiring tele-
communications companies to provide
call location information to emergency
responders. He helped emergency re-
sponders locate victims and patients
more quickly. And he passed a bill that
allowed our State to provide jurisdic-
tion to Tribes over criminal and civil
matter on Tribal lands to Federal and
Tribal governments. These were all im-
portant roles, and we can never give
enough thanks to him and his family
for his contributions.

He also served in leadership roles.
Senator McCoy was elected by his col-
leagues to serve as caucus chair for the
then Washington State Senate Demo-
crats. He served as chair of the Na-
tional Caucus of Native American
State Legislators, playing a Tribal
leadership role nationally. And some-
thing he always took pride in was not
only serving the Tribe he grew up in,
but he took great pride in serving the
rest of Everett and Marysville. He
never lost sight of what it meant to
represent the people of the 38th Dis-
trict. That is the kind of person he
was, dedicated to his Tribe, but also
dedicated to all his neighbors.

He retired from the Washington
State Senate in April of 2020, and he
said, ‘“Through the changes in commit-
tees, leadership roles and even cham-
bers over the course of my legislative
career, it was always an immense privi-
lege to represent my neighbors . . . I
am deeply grateful for that privilege.”

Senator John McCoy will go down in
our State’s history as one of our most
effective local leaders, someone who
came up against roadblocks and found
ways to bypass those roadblocks to get
progress for our State.

He will be missed by all of us, espe-
cially his wife of 58 years, Jeannie
McCoy—my heart goes out to her and
her family—his siblings; his children:
Angela McCoy, Sheila Hillaire, and
Cara Tohanniep; and his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

We all thank you for sharing your fa-
ther with us. He will be missed not
only as a leader in our State, but also
a leader that helped us across the
United States to better understand In-
dian Country and certainly the leader-
ship of the Tulalip Tribe.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the scheduled vote occur
immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.
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The bill clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 29, Nusrat
Jahan Choudhury, of New York, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Tim Kaine, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Ben Ray Lujan, Raphael
G. Warnock, Tammy Duckworth, Jack
Reed, John W. Hickenlooper, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Tammy Baldwin, Brian

Schatz, Christopher Murphy, Tina
Smith, Debbie Stabenow, Sheldon
Whitehouse.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Nusrat Jahan Choudhury, of New
York, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of New
York, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arkansas Mr. (COTTON), the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. SCHMITT), and
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
SCOTT).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 163 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Cardin Klobuchar Smith
Carper Lujan
Casey Markey igzlg;now
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley War
Duckworth Murphy arner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Feinstein Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla WE’l'Ch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
NAYS—47

Barrasso Graham Murkowski
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Braun Hawley Risch
Britt Hoeven Romney
Budq Hyde-Smith Rounds
gap;p; %ohns%n Rubio

assldy ennecy Scott (FL)
Colme LR Sl
Cramer Lummis ghﬁm ©
Crapo Manchin s
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Vance
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—3
Cotton Schmitt Scott (SC)
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

OSsSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 50,
the nays are 47.
The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Nusrat Jahan Choudhury, of New York,
to be United States District Judge for
the Eastern District of New York.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

The

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination, Calendar No. 75;
that the Senate vote on the nomina-
tion without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Stephen K. Eberle, of Pennsylvania, to
be United States Marshal for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania for the
term of four years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Eberle nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT RULE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on an-
other topic, last week, President Biden
did something he has done only five
times: He vetoed a resolution passed by
Congress.

And let me say: Thank goodness. The
proposal he vetoed would have blocked
the administration’s student loan for-
giveness program. This program will be
a financial lifeline for millions of stu-
dent borrowers across the country so
that working Americans can start a
business, buy a first home, or, simply,
keep a roof over their heads. And there
is one group of student borrowers in
particular who are in desperate need of
this financial relief: That is the hun-
dreds of thousands of students who
have been ripped off by for-profit col-
leges. Just listen to this: Even though
for-profit colleges enroll only 8 percent
of college students, they account for 30
percent of all Federal loan defaults.

Thankfully, just a few weeks ago, the
Biden administration took another
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crucial step to support these student
borrowers. The Department of Edu-
cation announced that it will reinstate
what is known as the gainful employ-
ment rule—or the GE rule. This rule
would create accountability standards
for for-profit colleges to qualify for
Federal student aid. If they want to re-
ceive taxpayer dollars—in the form of
Federal student aid—then they need to
meet their statutory obligation to pre-
pare students for gainful employment.

I don’t think that is too much to ask.
This GE rule is years in the making,
first introduced by the Obama adminis-
tration, after years of deliberation, but
it was rescinded under former Sec-
retary Betsy DeVos. As a result, execu-
tives of for-profit colleges have lined
their pockets with taxpayer dollars,
while students were left to fend for
themselves.

Let me tell you about one of these
predatory for-profit schools: the Amer-
ican Intercontinental University. Five
of its programs failed the GE rule—
five—at one school, including a bach-
elor’s degree in fashion and apparel de-
sign. The company claims it is one of
their ‘‘career-focused degree programs
. . . designed to provide students with
the foundational skills required to
apply their creative vision in the real
world.”

Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it?
Wrong. Because here is the reality: The
total cost over 4 years is nearly $55,000.
Seventy-four percent of students who
attend this school borrow Federal stu-
dent loans. And the median total debt
is $31,000.

Here is the biggest problem: The
graduation rate is only 19 percent. And
the students who do graduate are hard-
ly any better off. According to the 2015
GE earnings data, the median annual
earnings of a fashion and apparel de-
sign graduate were $18,896. So even if
you earn your degree from this fraudu-
lent program, you do not even have a
chance to earn enough to pay off your
loans. That is why it is so important
that the Biden administration has pro-
posed to reinstate the GE rule. And
this new version will provide the
strongest accountability and trans-
parency framework to date.

Under the proposed rule, for-profit
colleges would have to prove that grad-
uates make enough to pay back their
loans. So what would happen to a
school like American Intercontinental
University if it does not improve its
failing programs? Well, under the new
GE rule, the company would lose ac-
cess to Federal student aid for its fail-
ing programs. I am glad the Depart-
ment of Education is holding the for-
profit industry accountable for its lies
and protecting students and taxpayers.

——
JUNETEENTH

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this

coming Monday is Juneteenth, our

newest national holiday, a day set

aside to celebrate the triumph of free-
dom over slavery in America.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T10:53:57-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




