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the resolution would squander $36 bil-
lion in benefits to society—and an op-
portunity to lead on the defining crisis 
of our time. 

Therefore, I am vetoing this resolu-
tion. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 14, 2023. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—S.J. RES. 11 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the veto message 
with respect to S.J. Res. 11 be consid-
ered at a time to be determined by the 
majority leader in concurrence with 
the Republican leader prior to June 23; 
that there be up to 2 hours for debate, 
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees; and that the 
Senate then vote on passage of the 
joint resolution, the objections of the 
President to the contrary notwith-
standing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the vote 
begin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

NOMINATION OF PATRICK CASEY PITTS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 

today, the Senate will vote to confirm 
Patrick Casey Pitts to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of 
California. After receiving his B.A. and 
J.D. from Yale University, Mr. Pitts 
clerked on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. Following his 
clerkship, Mr. Pitts joined Altshuler 
Berzon LLP, where he has spent his en-
tire legal career. His practice focuses 
on advocating on behalf of employees— 
often from low-income, minority, and 
underserved communities—and unions 
in labor disputes. Mr. Pitts has exten-
sive litigation experience, trying one 
case to judgment and litigating more 
than 100 matters that were resolved 
through a decision on the merits. And 
if confirmed, Mr. Pitts will bring vital 
demographic diversity to the Northern 
District of California as the only open-
ly LGBTQ article III judge actively 
serving in that district. He will also 
bring professional diversity to the Fed-
eral bench as a lawyer who has de-
fended the rights of employees and 
labor organizations. 

The American Bar Association rated 
Mr. Pitts ‘‘qualified,’’ and he has the 
strong support of his home State Sen-
ators: Mrs. FEINSTEIN and Mr. PADILLA. 
Mr. Pitts is a seasoned litigator whose 

credentials and experience make him 
an outstanding addition to the North-
ern District of California. 

I urge my colleagues to support Mr. 
Pitts’s nomination. 

VOTE ON PITTS NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Pitts nomination? 

Mr. ROUNDS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 161 Ex.] 
YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Scott (SC) 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
actions. 

NOMINATION OF DALE E. HO 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 

today, the Senate will vote to confirm 
Dale Ho to the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of New York. A 
graduate of Princeton University and 
Yale Law School, Mr. Ho began his 
legal career as a clerk for Judge Bar-
bara S. Jones on the Southern District 
of New York and Judge Robert S. 

Smith on the New York Court of Ap-
peals. After working in private practice 
for 2 years, Mr. Ho pursued a career as 
a civil rights lawyer, focusing pri-
marily on protecting Americans’ right 
to vote. 

Mr. Ho has more than a decade of ex-
perience litigating long-running, com-
plex civil matters, giving him great in-
sight into the real-world impact of ju-
dicial decision-making and an under-
standing of the importance of fairly ap-
plying the law to the facts. Mr. Ho will 
be a valuable addition to the bench, 
given his underrepresented perspective 
as a civil rights lawyer. 

The American Bar Association rated 
Mr. Ho ‘‘well qualified,’’ and he has the 
strong support of his home State Sen-
ators: Mr. SCHUMER and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND. As a highly skilled litigator 
who has experience in complex civil 
litigation and has a significant appel-
late practice, including arguing before 
the U.S. Supreme Court, Mr. Ho is 
well-positioned to serve on the South-
ern District of New York with distinc-
tion. 

I urge my colleagues to support Mr. 
Ho’s nomination. 

VOTE ON HO NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Ho nomination? 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 49, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 162 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—49 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 

McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
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Thune 
Tillis 

Tuberville 
Vance 

Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Scott (SC) 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-

PHY). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made 
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The Senator from California. 
CALIFORNIA JUDICIAL CONFIRMATIONS 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
today on behalf of the great State of 
California to celebrate several newly 
confirmed U.S. district court judges. 

I am proud to say that just 3 months 
after I celebrated a confirmation of 
four highly qualified Federal judges for 
the State of California, three more 
have now been confirmed. Today, I 
hope to share a bit more about each of 
their stories, the breadth of experience, 
and their history of dedicated public 
service. 

Early last month, I was proud to see 
Judge Wesley Hsu confirmed to serve 
on the U.S. District Court for the Cen-
tral District of California. Judge Hsu’s 
path to the Federal bench is a story of 
hard work, remarkable intelligence, 
and truly a case study in the American 
dream. 

His father fled communist China, 
traveling 70 miles to the coast with his 
mother and developmentally disabled 
brother as a child. Both of Judge Hsu’s 
parents eventually immigrated to the 
United States to attend graduate 
school at Kansas State University be-
fore moving to California where Judge 
Hsu grew up. 

After earning his undergraduate de-
gree and his JD from Yale, he worked 
as a law clerk in the U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of Cali-
fornia, the same court on which he now 
serves as a judge. He later served for 
over a decade and a half as an assistant 
U.S. attorney for the Central District 
in the Criminal Division. And from 2017 
until just recently, Judge Hsu served 
as a judge on the Los Angeles County 
Superior Court, presiding over the 
Family Law and Criminal Divisions. 

I have no doubt that Judge Hsu’s 
strong qualifications and deep experi-
ence in the Central District will make 
him an exemplary district court judge. 

That was early last month. 
Just yesterday, we confirmed Judge 

Hernan Vera, another devoted jurist 
slated to serve on the District Court 
for the Central District of California. 
The son of Argentine immigrants, 
Judge Vera earned his undergraduate 
degree from Stanford University and 
his JD from the UCLA School of Law. 
And since then, he has had a diverse 
legal career from corporate law to 
serving 12 years at Public Counsel, our 
Nation’s largest pro bono law firm. 

As director and then CEO of the Con-
sumer Law Project, Judge Vera worked 
tirelessly on behalf of consumers, on 
behalf of veterans, the elderly, and the 

working poor. In 2020, Judge Vera was 
appointed to the California Superior 
Court for Los Angeles County where he 
adjudicated child dependency cases. In 
every respect, Judge Vera stands out in 
California’s legal community. His di-
verse legal and professional experience 
makes him a welcome addition to the 
Central District’s bench. 

And, finally, earlier this afternoon, 
just a couple of hours ago, we con-
firmed Casey Pitts to serve on the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of California. 

Born in Minnesota and raised in 
Fargo, ND, Pitts attended Yale Univer-
sity and, later, Yale School of Law. 
After law school, he came out west, 
and he served as a law clerk on the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals for 
Judge Stephen Reinhardt before join-
ing the public interest firm Altshuler 
Berzon, where he has been ever since. 

He has represented workers, con-
sumers, and public interest groups, 
fighting to protect lives and liveli-
hoods of Americans and helping to 
shape how and for whom our economy 
and our courts work. 

Casey will be the only LGBTQ article 
III judge currently serving on the Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of 
California. His life experience, his cre-
dentials, and his record of fighting for 
the American people will no doubt 
make him a phenomenal jurist. And I 
am proud to see him confirmed, as 
well. 

Mr. President, for the past 21⁄2 years, 
Senate Democrats have worked closely 
with President Biden to nominate and 
confirm a record number of Federal 
judges. I have made it a personal pri-
ority to try to fulfill the expectations 
of Americans all over the country who 
deserve a trusted, highly qualified, and, 
yes, diverse Federal judiciary. With 
these three confirmations, we are prov-
ing that our judiciary benefits when 
people from diverse backgrounds are on 
the Federal bench. Whether the child of 
immigrants who sought a better life in 
the United Sates or an LGBTQ kid 
from Fargo, ND, whether an assistant 
U.S. attorney or a lawyer defending 
consumers and veterans, all these 
backgrounds should be represented in 
our judiciary. 

We can’t say this often enough: Our 
Nation is beautifully diverse, and we 
are a stronger Nation because of it. 
And so it should be for our Federal ju-
diciary. So I thank you, colleagues, for 
confirming these three nominations, 
and I am so grateful to each and every 
one of them for their public service on 
behalf of our Nation. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana. 

CELEBRATING THE 246TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CREATION OF 
THE FLAG OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT FOR THE PLEDGE OF AL-
LEGIANCE 
Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to share a resolution of support 
for the Pledge of Allegiance as an ex-
pression of patriotism and to honor the 
246th anniversary of the creation of our 
U.S. flag. 

Today, we celebrate Flag Day. As we 
pause to recognize all that our flag rep-
resents, let us also honor those who 
have sacrificed everything to defend it. 

In 2002, Senator Tom Daschle raised a 
similar resolution with unanimous sup-
port from the Senate. It passed on the 
floor uneventfully. Today, I ask this 
body to reaffirm our support of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

I rise today also to honor a Hoosier 
who understood the innate value of the 
Pledge of Allegiance to our civic edu-
cation. In 1969, Red Skelton, the Amer-
ican entertainer who was well known 
for his program ‘‘The Red Skelton 
Hour,’’ wrote a speech on the impor-
tance of the pledge. Reflecting on his 
time in Vincennes, IN—not many miles 
from where I was born and raised in 
Jasper—he spoke about the values in-
stilled in the students by one of his 
high school teachers. After the per-
formance of the speech, CBS received 
200,000 requests for copies. The speech 
would go on to be sold as a single by 
Columbia Records and performed at the 
White House for President Nixon. To 
honor Mr. Skelton’s memory and the 
importance of the pledge, I will recite 
his speech today on the Senate floor. 

In the words of Mr. Red Skelton, as 
applicable today as it was many years 
ago: 

When I was a small boy in Vincennes, Indi-
ana, I heard, I think, one of the most out-
standing speeches I ever heard in my life. I 
think it compares with the Sermon on the 
Mount, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, and 
Socrates’ speech to the students. 

We had just finished reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and he [Mr. Lasswell, the Prin-
cipal of Vincennes High School] called us all 
together and he says: ‘[Uh] boys and girls, I 
have been listening to you recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance all semester, and it seems it 
has become monotonous to you. Or, could it 
be, you do not understand the meaning of 
each word? 

If I may, I would like to recite the pledge 
and give you a definition for each word. 

I—Me; an individual; a committee of one. 
Pledge—Dedicate all of my worldly good to 

give without self-pity. 
Allegiance—My love and my devotion. 
To the Flag—Our standard. ‘‘Old Glory’’; a 

symbol of courage. And wherever she waves, 
there is respect, because your loyalty has 
given her a dignity that shouts, ‘‘Freedom is 
everybody’s job.’’ 

‘‘Of the United’’—That means we have all 
come together. 

States—Individual communities that have 
united into 48 great States; 48 individual 
communities with pride and dignity and pur-
pose; all divided by imaginary boundaries, 
yet united to a common cause, and that’s 
love of country— 

And, of course, 48 States dates when 
that was done— 
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