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June 13, 2023

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 305) to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary of the United
States Marine Corps, and to support pro-
grams at the Marine Corps Heritage Center.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the Blumenthal sub-
stitute amendment be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 135), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“250th Anni-
versary of the United States Marine Corps
Commemorative Coin Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) November 10, 2025, marks the 250th an-
niversary of the United States Marine Corps.

(2) The United States Marine Corps has,
over the course of its illustrious 250-year his-
tory, fought gallantly in defense of the
United States.

(3) The United States Marine Corps has es-
tablished itself as a leading military force,
always prepared for tomorrow’s challenges
and to contend with the future character of
war.

(4) The United States Marine Corps con-
tinues to exemplify the warrior ethos that
has made it a fighting force of international
repute.

(5) All Americans should commemorate the
legacy of the United States Marine Corps
and recognize the significant contributions
the values embodied in the Corps have made
in protecting the United States against its
enemies.

(6) In 2000, Congress authorized the con-
struction of the Marine Corps Heritage Cen-
ter as a multipurpose facility for historical
displays for the public viewing, curation and
storage of artifacts, research facilities, class-
rooms, offices and associated activities con-
sistent with the mission of the Marine Corps.

(7) On November 10, 2006, the Marine Corps
Heritage Center opened to the public, with
exhibits that share the history of the Marine
Corps from 1775 until 1975, and with planned
future exhibits on modern day Marine Corps
history from the end of the Vietnam War
through the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

(8) The United States should pay tribute to
the 250th anniversary of the United States
Marine Corps by minting and issuing a com-
memorative coin.

(9) The surcharge proceeds from the sale of
a commemorative coin, which would have no
net costs to the taxpayers, would raise valu-
able funding for the continuation of edu-
cational programs of the Marine Corps Herit-
age Center.

SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—In commemoration of
the 250th anniversary of the United States
Marine Corps, the Secretary of the Treasury
(hereafter in this Act referred to as the “Sec-
retary’’) shall mint and issue the following
coins:
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(1) $5 GOLD COINS.—Not more than 50,000 $5
coins, which shall—

(A) weigh 8.359 grams;

(B) have a diameter of 0.850 inches; and

(C) contain not less than 90 percent gold.

(2) $1 SILVER COINS.—Not more than 400,000
$1 coins, which shall—

(A) weigh 26.73 grams;

(B) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and

(C) contain not less than 90 percent silver.

(3) HALF-DOLLAR CLAD COINS.—Not more
than 750,000 half-dollar coins which shall—

(A) weigh 11.34 grams;

(B) have a diameter of 1.205 inches; and

(C) be minted to the specifications for half-
dollar coins contained in section 5112(b) of
title 31, United States Code.

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted
under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States
Code.

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all coins minted under this Act
shall be considered to be numismatic items.
SEC. 4. DESIGNS OF COINS.

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—The designs of
the coins minted under this Act shall be em-
blematic of the 250th anniversary of the
United States Marine Corps.

(b) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On
each coin minted under this Act there shall
be—

(1) a designation of the value of the coin;

(2) an inscription of the year ‘2025’; and

(3) inscriptions of the words ‘“‘Liberty’’, “In
God We Trust”, “United States of America’,
and “E Pluribus Unum”.

(c) SELECTION.—The designs for the coin
minted under this Act shall be—

(1) selected by the Secretary after con-
sultation with the Commission of Fine Arts,
the Commandant of the Marine Corps, and
the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation; and

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advi-
sory Committee.

SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS.

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and
proof qualities.

(b) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary
may issue coins minted under this Act only
during the 1-year period beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 2025.

SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS.

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under
this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a
price equal to the sum of—

(1) the face value of the coins;

(2) the surcharge provided in section 7(a)
with respect to such coins; and

(3) the cost of designing and issuing the
coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of

machinery, overhead expenses, marketing,
and shipping).
(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall

make bulk sales of the coins issued under
this Act at a reasonable discount.

(¢) PREPAID ORDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-
cept prepaid orders for the coins minted
under this Act before the issuance of such
coins.

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be
at a reasonable discount.

SEC. 7. SURCHARGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AII sales of coins issued
under this Act shall include—

(1) a surcharge of $35 per coin for the $5
coin;

(2) a surcharge of $10 per coin for the $1
coin; and

(3) a surcharge of $5 per coin for the half
dollar coin.

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section
5134(f)(1) of title 31, United States Code, all
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surcharges received by the Secretary from
the sale of coins issued under this Act shall
be promptly paid by the Secretary to the
Marine Corps Heritage Foundation and shall
only be used for the purposes of supporting
the mission of the Marine Corps Heritage
Center.

(c) AuDpITsS.—The Marine Corps Heritage
Foundation, shall be subject to the audit re-
quirements of section 5134(f)(2) of title 31,
United States Code, with regard to the
amounts received under subsection (b).

(d) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), no surcharge may be included
with respect to the issuance under this Act
of any coin during a calendar year if, as of
the time of such issuance, the issuance of
such coin would result in the number of com-
memorative coin programs issued during
such year to exceed the annual 2 commemo-
rative coin program issuance limitation
under section 5112(m)(1) of title 31, United
States Code (as in effect on the date of the
enactment of this Act). The Secretary may
issue guidance to carry out this subsection.
SEC. 8. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES.

The Secretary shall take such actions as
may be necessary to ensure that—

(1) minting and issuing coins under this
Act will not result in any net cost to the
United States Government; and

(2) no funds, including applicable sur-
charges, are disbursed to the Marine Corps
Heritage Foundation until the total cost of
designing and issuing all of the coins author-
ized by this Act (including labor, materials,
dies, use of machinery, overhead expenses,
marketing, and shipping) is recovered by the
United States Treasury, consistent with sec-
tions 5112(m) and 5134(f) of title 31, United
States Code.

The bill (S. 305), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———
OSWALDO PAYA WAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of S. 376, and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 376) to designate the area be-
tween the intersections of 16th Street,
Northwest and Fuller Street, Northwest and
16th Street, Northwest and Euclid Street,
Northwest in Washington, District of Colum-
bia, as “Oswaldo Paya Way’’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 376) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 376

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the revolution led by Fidel Castro in
Cuba in 1959 started 64 years of an ongoing
dictatorship, systemic human rights abuses,
and a lack of basic freedom of press, religion,
assembly, and association that continue to
this day under the Communist rule of Raul
Castro and his successor, Miguel Diaz-Canel;

(2) Oswaldo Paya Sardifias was a Cuban po-
litical dissident and activist dedicated to
promoting democratic freedoms and human
rights in Cuba;

(3) the Communist Party of Cuba has al-
ways viewed individuals with a commitment
to democracy and freedom as a threat to the
existence of the Communist Party of Cuba;

(4) on July 22, 2012, a violent car crash,
widely believed to have been carried out by
the Castro regime, took the lives of Oswaldo
Paya and Harold Cepero, another democratic
activist;

(5) the official investigation conducted by
the Cuban regime into the crash has been
demonstrated to be compromised, and the
Cuban regime has blocked all efforts to con-
duct a credible and independent investiga-
tion into the crash, leaving the cir-
cumstances of the death of Oswaldo Paya un-
known;

(6) opposition by Oswaldo Paya to the
Communist Party of Cuba began at a young
age, when he refused to become a member of
the Young Communist League as a primary
school student, and continued through high
school, when he publicly criticized the inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia by the Soviet Union;

(7) the Communist Party of Cuba re-
sponded to the opposition by Oswaldo Paya
to the invasion of Czechoslovakia by the So-
viet Union by sending Oswaldo Paya to a
labor camp for 3 years;

(8) Oswaldo Paya forewent a chance to es-
cape Cuba in the 1980 Mariel boatlift, decid-
ing instead to continue the fight for democ-
racy in Cuba, saying, ‘‘This is what I am sup-
posed to be, this is what I have to do.”’;

(9) by creating the Varela Project in 1998,
Oswaldo Paya demonstrated his staunch
commitment to peacefully advocating for
freedom of speech and freedom of assembly
for his fellow Cubans;

(10) in recognition of his determination for
political reforms through peaceful protests,
Oswaldo Paya was awarded the Sakharov
Prize for Freedom of Thought by the Euro-
pean Parliament in 2002 and the W. Averell
Harriman Democracy Award from the Na-
tional Democratic Institute for Inter-
national Affairs in 2003 and was nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize by former Czech
President Vaclav Havel in 2005;
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(11) on April 11, 2018, the Senate unani-
mously passed S. Res. 224, recognizing the
sixth anniversary of the death of Oswaldo
Paya Sardinas, commemorating his legacy
and commitment to democratic values and
principles, and calling on the Cuban Govern-
ment to allow an impartial, third-party in-
vestigation into the circumstances sur-
rounding his death; and

(12) renaming the street in front of the Em-
bassy of Cuba in the District of Columbia
after Oswaldo Paya serves as an expression
of solidarity between the people of the
United States and the people of Cuba, who
are engaged in a long, nonviolent struggle
for fundamental human rights.

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF OSWALDO PAYA WAY.

(a) DESIGNATION OF WAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The area between the
intersections of 16th Street, Northwest and
Fuller Street, Northwest and 16th Street,
Northwest and Euclid Street, Northwest in
Washington, District of Columbia, shall be
known and designated as ‘“Oswaldo Paya
Way”’.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the area re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to Oswaldo Paya Way.

(b) DESIGNATION OF ADDRESS.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The address of 2630 16th
Street, Northwest, Washington, District of
Columbia, shall be redesignated as 2630
Oswaldo Paya Way.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the address re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to
be a reference to 2630 Oswaldo Paya Way.

(c) SIGNS.—The District of Columbia shall
construct 2 street signs that shall—

(1) contain the phrase ‘Oswaldo Paya
Way’’;

(2) be placed immediately above existing
signs at the intersections of 16th Street,
Northwest and Fuller Street, Northwest and
16th Street, Northwest and Euclid Street,
Northwest in Washington, District of Colum-
bia; and

(3) be similar in design to the signs used by
the District of Columbia to designate the lo-
cation of Metro stations.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 14, 2023

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate completes
its business today, it stand adjourned
until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, June 14;
that following the prayer and pledge,
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the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day
and morning business be closed; that
following the conclusion of morning
business, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and, notwithstanding rule
XXII, resume consideration of the Pitts
nomination until 11:30 a.m.; further,
that at 11:30 a.m., the Senate vote on
the motion to invoke cloture on the
Pitts nomination followed by an imme-
diate cloture vote on the Ho nomina-
tion; further, that if cloture is invoked
on either nomination, all postcloture
time be considered expired at 2:30 p.m.
and the Senate vote on confirmation of
the nominations in the order in which
cloture was invoked; further, that the
Senate vote on the motion to invoke
cloture on the Choudhury nomination
at 5:15 p.m., and if any nominations are
confirmed during Wednesday’s session,
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table and
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:09 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, June 14, 2023, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS
Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate June 13, 2023:
THE JUDICIARY

HERNAN D. VERA, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ELIZABETH ALLEN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF STATE FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

JARED BERNSTEIN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE CHAIRMAN OF
THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS.
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