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facility) support services; and Liaison Office
Support for the Government of Kuwait’s F/
A-18 C/D/E/F program, to include: F/A-18 avi-
onics software upgrades; engine component
improvements; ground support equipment;
engine and aircraft spares and repair parts;
publications and technical documentation;
Engineering Change Proposals (ECP); U.S.
Government and contractor programmatic,
financial, and logistics support; maintenance
and engineering support; F404/F414 engine
and engine test cell support; and other re-
lated elements of logistical and program sup-
port. The estimated cost is $1.8 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a Major Non-NATO ally that has
been an important force for political sta-
bility and economic progress in the Middle
East.

The proposed sale will improve Kuwait’s
ability to meet current and future regional
threats. Kuwait will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing this support and services into its
armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be
Sigmatech, Inc., Huntsville, AL; Kay and As-
sociates, Inc., Buffalo Grove, IL; Kellogg,
Brown, and Root, Houston, TX; L3 Tech-
nologies, Melbourne, FL; The Boeing Com-
pany, St. Louis, MO; General Electric, Lynn,
MA; Industrial Financial Services, Ottawa,
ON; and Lockheed Martin, Orlando, FL. Ad-
ditional principal contractors will be deter-
mined by a competitive contractual award
process. There are no known offset agree-
ments proposed in connection with this po-
tential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of seven hundred
thirty-five (735) U.S. Government and con-
tractor representatives to Kuwait for a pe-
riod of three years to establish and maintain
operational capability.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

————

RECOGNIZING THE NORTH-
WESTERN WOMEN’S LACROSSE
TEAM

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would
like to congratulate the Northwestern
Wildcats for winning this year’s Na-
tional Collegiate Athletics Associa-
tion—NCAA—Division I Women’s La-
crosse Championship. This historic vic-
tory marks the team’s first national
title since 2012, nearly a decade in the
making.

Clinching a championship comes
down to a series of moments: split-sec-
ond decisions during showdowns on the
field, putting in extra sprints after
practice, and taking time to strategize
after a close loss. For the North-
western women’s lacrosse team, this
year’s victory can be traced back to
one moment in 2002. That was the year
Northwestern started its varsity wom-
en’s lacrosse program with Coach Kelly
Amonte Hiller at the helm, a role she
still holds to this day. A lacrosse leg-
end in her own right, Coach Amonte
Hiller has cultivated a culture of excel-
lence at Northwestern.

During her first year, Coach Amonte
Hiller built an impressive team, re-
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cruiting players from across the coun-
try and adding students from around
campus. Two players on the inaugural
team had never even played lacrosse.
Nonetheless, Coach Amonte Hiller saw
something in the young team—and her
instincts were right: The players, who
began as freshmen, went on to finish
the 2005 season 21-0. It was the first
time the Wildcats were crowned na-
tional champions, but not the last. And
with their victory in 2005, North-
western became the first non-Eastern
Time Zone school—male or female—to
win an NCAA national championship in
lacrosse. In every season that followed,
Coach Amonte Hiller led the Wildcats
to the NCAA finals—and secured the
championship eight times.

Throughout her  tenure, Coach
Amonte Hiller has been applauded for
her recruitment efforts—searching for
players across the country and shaking
up the model for what collegiate la-
crosse teams traditionally have looked
like. While lacrosse was invented by
Native Americans, collegiate teams
have been predominantly White, with
the majority of recruits coming from
the East Coast. Instead of limiting her
recruiting efforts to this area of the
country, Coach Amonte Hiller has
sought to discover talent from all over.
In fact, one member of the Wildcats
was inspired to play at Northwestern
as a young athlete, after watching a
fellow Black player and Texas native,
who Coach Amonte Hiller had re-
cruited, compete in the NCAA finals.
And in 2011, “ESPN The Magazine”’
named Coach Amonte Hiller one of the
20 best recruiters across all college
sports, joining the ranks of other
NCAA championship winning coaches.

Resilience can be defined as believing
in the possibility of success and re-
maining determined to overcome any
challenge. And the Wildcats rise to this
yvear’s NCAA national championship
was a masterclass in resilience. Last
season, after a bitter loss that knocked
Northwestern out of the semifinals,
alongside season-long injuries that
kept key players on the sidelines, the
Wildcats dusted themselves off and
committed themselves to bringing
home a national title. Several players
even made the decision to stay on cam-
pus and play in their fifth year of eligi-
bility as graduate students, which
meant putting their postgraduation
plans on hold. And it was a sacrifice
worth making.

The Wildcats never shied away from
a challenge, and the team filled their
schedule with tough, matchups. They
opened the 2023 season with a game
against a top-ranked team, which they
lost by a single point. It was the Wild-
cats’ first and final loss of the season,
and they began a 2l1-game winning
streak.

In the championship game, the Wild-
cats faced Boston College. With vital
contributions from both freshman
players and graduate students alike,
the depth of the Wildcats’ bench was on
full display. They finished the game
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with a 12-point lead. And as a result,
for the first time in 11 years, the
Northwestern Wildcats claimed the na-
tional title.

The continued success of this pro-
gram has inspired young athletes
throughout the region. The expansion
of lacrosse to other colleges and west-
ward, along with the rise in demand for
youth lacrosse in Illinois, is a testa-
ment to the excitement Northwestern
has helped generate. Since that fateful
moment in 2002, when Amonte Hiller
took the reins as coach, Northwestern
has emerged as a powerhouse in wom-
en’s lacrosse.

I would like to congratulate every
member of the Northwestern Wildcats
women’s lacrosse team, and especially
Coach Kelly Amonte Hiller for her
years of leadership. This year’s na-
tional championship will be Amonte
Hiller’s eighth national title, matching
Navy coach, Cindy Timchal, for the
most won championships in women’s
college lacrosse history.

Coach Kelly Amonte Hiller and her
team represent the best of Illinois. I
hope their resilience, dedication, and
commitment will continue to serve as
an inspiration for young athletes
across the country for years to come.

————

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF
EVANSVILLE, WYOMING

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the Centennial of
Evansville, WY. Located in Natrona
County, just east of the city of Casper,
Evansville is home to 2,746 residents.
Settled along the North Platte River,
the area boasts many opportunities for
outdoor recreation and activities. Visi-
tors to the Edness Kimball Wilkins
State Park can enjoy fishing, hiking,
canoeing, and biking. Named after
Edness Wilkins, a longtime Natrona
County legislator, the park is also a
great place for wildlife viewing.

Evansville’s history is built upon a
legacy of opportunity. With its prox-
imity to the North Platte River, the
area was a gateway to the West. The
area, originally popular with mountain
men and fur traders, attracted thou-
sands of American Pioneers along the
Oregon, California, and Mormon trails
during the 1850s and 1860s.

In the fall of 1852, French trader John
Baptiste Richard built the first suc-
cessful bridge over the North Platte
River. He designed the thousand-foot
bridge with reinforced wood piers
meant to withstand high water and
strong currents. Given his accent,
many thought Richard pronounced his
name ‘‘Reshaw.’”’” Thus, the crossing be-
came widely known as Reshaw’s
Bridge. It was completed in 1853 and
was immensely popular. That year,
nearly 50,000 people paid fees to cross
the river safely.

As traffic at the bridge increased, a
settlement developed in the area. This
included a trading post, where trav-
elers could barter for buckskin cloth-
ing, moccasins, and other supplies.
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Eventually, competition from other
bridges and alternate routes drew visi-
tors away, and the post was abandoned.

In 1855, the US Army established
Fort Clay, an outpost of Fort Laramie,
where soldiers protected citizens living
in the area. By 1856, the fort housed the
10th Infantry, led by Captain Henry
Heth. It was renamed Camp Davis in
honor of Jefferson Davis. The Army
briefly used Camp Davis from 1855 to
1856 and later as a supply post during
the Mormon war.

During an especially hard winter in
1865-66, soldiers from nearby Fort
Caspar dismantled Reshaw’s Bridge and
used it for firewood. Today, a replica of
the bridge stands in Reshaw Park in
Evansville. The town of Evansville also
maintains a free exhibit in the commu-
nity center detailing the site’s history.

In 1911, William T. Evans, an English
immigrant, homesteaded a plot of land
in the area and began a successful
ranch. As the area grew, Evans began
parceling off property for homes and
businesses. He built many of the area’s
most prominent buildings, including
the Bishop House in Casper, which was
listed on the U.S. National Register of
Historic Places in 2001. Evansville was
officially incorporated on May 15, 1923.

Evansville and the surrounding area
experienced rapid growth during the oil
boom of the 1920s, with the discovery of
oil and natural gas at Salt Creek Oil
Field. During this time, Evansville was
home to two of the State’s 16 refin-
eries. The Texas Company, established
in 1922, and White Eagle Oil and Refin-
ing, established in 1923, boosted the
small town’s economy. While oil and
natural gas development is still a pri-
mary economic driver, Evansville has
many thriving small businesses whose
owners are committed to giving back
to the community.

The only Wyoming State Veterans
Cemetery—Oregon Trail State Vet-
erans Cemetery—is also located in
Evansville. Built in 1983, the cemetery
holds regular events to honor our cur-
rent, former, and fallen U.S. service-
members.

On November 11, 2022—Veterans
Day—I was honored to join members of
the Evansville community in honoring
the life and service of Leo Sanchez.
Leo, a Casper native, served as a U.S.
Marine in the Korean war. Officials re-
named a bridge leading from the ceme-
tery to Evansville the Leo R. Sanchez
Freedom Bridge. It is a testament to
his decades of service as a teacher,
mentor, and American hero.

There are several events planned to
celebrate Evansville’s centennial. On
May 15, the town’s actual centennial,
Evansville’s first responders hosted a
parade. Students at Evansville Elemen-
tary School spent time learning about
the area’s history and contributed to a
time capsule. On June 24, town officials
and residents will celebrate its 100th
birthday with a family-friendly festival
in Reshaw Park. There will be vendors,
food trucks, and live music and a fire-
works show. I appreciate the efforts of
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Evansville council member Candace
Machado and the members of the cen-
tennial planning committee: Alona
Vigneault, Town Clerk Janelle Under-
wood, PW Director Robert Lewallen,
Carol Knop, Ardell Breed, Fire Chief
Leo Malsom, and Police Chief MIKE
THOMPSON.

The Town of Evansville is led by
these dedicated individuals:

Chad Edwards, Mayor

Candace Machado, Council Member

Dacia Edward, Council Member

Greg Flesvig, Council Member

Janelle Underwood, Clerk

Lexi Erickson, Treasurer

Shane Porter, Planning/Zoning Director

Robert Lewallen, Public Works Director

Mike Thompson, Police Chief

Leo Malsom, Fire Chief

Evansville is a remarkable place. I
applaud the citizens who continue to
improve their community, making it a
safe and welcoming place for all to
visit. In honor of Evansville’s centen-
nial celebration, my wife Bobbi joins
me in recognizing this special mile-
stone.

———

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOBI-TV/
NBC5

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
want to recognize and honor KOBI-TV/
NBC5 in Medford on its 70th anniver-
sary. KOBI went on the air on August
1, 1953, and is an integral part of its
parent company California Oregon
Broadcasting, Inc., founded in 1933 by
William B. Smullin.

In classic KOBI and ‘‘Oregon Way”’
fashion, this TV station is celebrating
seven decades of public service serving
southern Oregon by teaming up with
the United Way of Jackson County for
a ‘“United in Kindness’’ campaign.

This community campaign is gath-
ering stories of kindness, civility, gen-
erosity, and charity that will be fea-
tured throughout this year on the air
and online.

What a wonderful example of how
KOBI informs and lifts up its commu-
nity. That has been the case since 1953
when Bill Smullin founded the sta-
tion—the first VHF TV station in Or-
egon. Seventy years later, it remains
one of the very few locally owned and
operated TV stations in the United
States.

Bill Smullin’s daughter Patricia C.
“Patsy’” Smullin has guided KOBI
since 1985 as owner and president of
California Oregon Broadcasting, Inc.,
Ms. Smullin has earned numerous hon-
ors in that time. Among those honors
are the Chuck Sherman Television
Leadership Award from the National
Association of Broadcasters in recogni-
tion of an individual demonstrating
leadership, service and commitment to
local television in medium and smaller
markets; and the Oregon Association of
Broadcasters Tom McCall Award for
outstanding service to the State and to
the nation.

When I am in southern Oregon, for
townhalls, community meetings and
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more, I make it a regular practice to
come into the KOBI studio. There, I
can count on a thorough and fair dis-
cussion from well-prepared inter-
viewers about issues affecting southern
Oregon.

For 70 years, viewers in southern Or-
egon have been equally able to count
on KOBI's steadfast commitment to
local journalism. I know I speak for all
those viewers when I say thank you for
that commitment the past seven dec-
ades and here is to many more decades
of success.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DEVINDER
MALHOTRA

e Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the career of Chan-
cellor Devinder Malhotra. Devinder is
retiring this summer from his role as
chancellor of the Minnesota State Col-
leges and Universities.

Devinder has served as chancellor or
interim chancellor since 2017. During
that time, the system of 26 colleges, 7
universities, and 54 campuses has ad-
vanced its strategic priorities towards
building a systemwide identity and
leveraging the advantages that come
from its scale and scope as one of the
largest higher education systems in the
country.

Under his leadership, Minnesota
State launched Equity 2030, a key stra-
tegic initiative that set a critical goal
of eliminating educational equity gaps,
including by race and ethnicity, socio-
economic background, and first-gen-
eration status at every Minnesota
State college and university by the
year 2030. This work is currently under-
way and has received broad support
throughout the system, including from
presidents, bargaining units, faculty,
staff, and students.

Chancellor Malhotra led the system
through the uncertainty of the pan-
demic. His commitment and dedication
has helped thousands create a better
future for themselves, their families,
and their communities, all while work-
ing to address Minnesota’s workforce
needs.

I have had the pleasure of knowing
and working with Devinder for years. I
thank him for his service to our State.
On behalf of the State of Minnesota, I
wish him all the best as he enjoys all
that retirement has to offer.e

——————

RECOGNIZING KLYCE TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE STORE

e Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, today,
June 13, 2023, Klyce True Value Hard-
ware in Sardis, MS, will celebrate its
100th year of business. It is my pleas-
ure to congratulate William ¢Bill”’
Klyce, the current owner, on this mile-
stone.

This family-owned local store is a
picture of the American dream. In 1923,
Fred Walthall Klyce, Sr., opened for
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