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Can the President possibly think
that people have already forgotten that
he spent months refusing to negotiate
on a debt ceiling agreement and only
came to the table at the last minute?
Credit to the President for eventually
recognizing that divided government
requires compromise, but to suggest
that he set out from the outset to forge
a compromise between Democrats and
Republicans is to skate the line be-
tween revisionist history and outright
falsehood.

After 2 years of painful price hikes at
the gas pump and the grocery store, I
think few Americans would recognize
the positive picture the President
paints in his op-ed. Unfortunately, it is
clear from the President’s column that
he plans to continue to pursue policies
that will further undermine the eco-
nomic well-being of the American peo-
ple. So much for giving American fami-
lies more breathing room.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PADILLA). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that we start the
vote now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON ALLEN NOMINATION

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Allen nomina-
tion?

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 66,
nays 33, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 154 Ex.]

YEAS—66
Baldwin Fetterman Menendez
Bennet Gillibrand Merkley
Blumenthal Graham Moran
Booker Grassley Murkowski
Brown Hassan Murphy
Cantwell Heinrich Murray
Capito Hickenlooper Ossoff
Cardin Hirono Padilla
Carper Kaine Peters
Casey Kelly Reed
Collins Kennedy Ricketts
Coons King Risch
Cortez Masto Klobuchar Romney
Crapo Lujan Rosen
Duckworth Manchin Rounds
Durbin Markey Sanders
Feinstein McConnell Schatz
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Schumer Sullivan Warren
Shaheen Tester Welch
Sinema Van Hollen Whitehouse
Smith Warner Wyden
Stabenow Warnock Young
NAYS—33
Barrasso Daines Marshall
Blackburn Ernst Mullin
Boozman Fischer Paul
Braun Hagerty Rubio
Britt Hawley Schmitt
Budd Hoeven Scott (FL)
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cornyn Johnson Thune
Cotton Lankford Tuberville
Cramer Lee Vance
Cruz Lummis Wicker

NOT VOTING—1
Tillis

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
and the President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 25, Hernan
D. Vera, of California, to be United States
District Judge for the Central District of
California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Christopher A.
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tina
Smith, Christopher Murphy, Mazie K.
Hirono, Tammy Baldwin, Margaret
Wood Hassan, John W. Hickenlooper,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Brian Schatz, Gary C. Peters,
Alex Padilla, Michael F. Bennet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Hernan D. Vera, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Central District of California, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 155 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Coons Hickenlooper
Bennet Cortez Masto Hirono
Blumenthal Duckworth Kaine
Booker Durbin Kelly
Brown Feinstein King
Cantwell Fetterman Klobuchar
Cardin Gillibrand Lujan
Carper Hassan Manchin
Casey Heinrich Markey
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Menendez Rosen Tester
Merkley Sanders Van Hollen
Murphy Schatz Warner
Murray Schumer Warnock
Ossoff Shaheen Warren
Padilla Sinema Welch
Peters Smith Whitehouse
Reed Stabenow Wyden
NAYS—48
Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cassidy Johnson Schmitt
Collins Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young
NOT VOTING—1
Tuberville
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). The yeas are 51, the nays are
48.
The motion is agreed to.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Hernan D. Vera, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Central District of California.

———
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:13 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJAN).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 171, Jared
Bernstein, of Virginia, to be Chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers.

Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod Brown,
Raphael G. Warnock, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Margaret Wood Hassan, Tina
Smith, Jeff Merkley, Jack Reed, Ben
Ray Lujan, Tammy Baldwin, Gary C.
Peters, Jeanne Shaheen, Alex Padilla,
Christopher A. Coons, Brian Schatz,
Michael F. Bennet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
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of Jared Bernstein, of Virginia, to be
Chairman of the Council of Economic
Advisers, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 156 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Cardin Klobuchar Smith
Carper Lujan
Casey Markey gtabenow

ester
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Feinstein Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden

NAYS—49
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blackburn Grassley Ricketts
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Braun Hawley Romney
Britt Hoeven Rounds
Bud}i Hyde-Smith Rubio
gapng % ohns%n Schmitt
assidy ennedy

Collins Lankford :CO? (FL)
Cornyn Lee o .t (56)
Cotton Lummis ?ﬁl&;";n
Cramer Manchin o
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young
Fischer Murkowski

NOT VOTING—1
Tuberville
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas

are 50, the nays are 49.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jared Bern-
stein, of Virginia, to be Chairman of
the Council of Economic Advisers.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WELCH). The Senator from Missouri.

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, it is my
great privilege to say a very few words
in introduction of my friend and fellow
Senator, ERIC SCHMITT, as he prepares
to give his maiden speech on this floor.

We haven’t worked together very
long in the Senate, but we have known
each other for some time, and I just
want to say that if you look at Senator
SCHMITT’S record, the people of Mis-
souri are tremendously fortunate to
have him, and he is already doing tre-
mendous work for them.

As attorney general, Eric led the way
in taking on the Biden administration
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and holding them accountable for their
abuses of power. He led the way in tak-
ing on Big Tech and holding them ac-
countable for what they tried to do to
our children, what they tried to do to
our elections, and what they tried to
do to our speech. And already now in
the U.S. Senate, he is holding the deep
state—the administrative state—ac-
countable, standing up for ordinary,
normal, everyday working Missourians
who deserve to have a voice in this
Chamber, who deserve to have a voice
in their government. And he has been
standing here fighting for them. I can’t
wait to continue to have the privilege
to serve with him, and I can’t wait to
hear his remarks today.

So with that, Mr. President, I yield
the floor to the Senator from Missouri,
ERIC SCHMITT.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

MAIDEN SPEECH

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, it is an
honor to be here with all of you to give
this maiden speech, and I want to
thank the senior Senator from Mis-
souri. We may be the youngest combo.
He is younger than I, but he is the sen-
ior Senator. He reminds me of that
quite often as we speak to groups. But
I want to thank him for his leadership.
Senator Blunt is also here, whom I fol-
lowed in the Senate.

When Benjamin Franklin exited the
Constitutional Convention, he was
asked what type of government the del-
egates had come up with. He famously
replied:

A republic, if you can keep it.

Those words are as significant today
as they were a couple hundred years
ago, especially as two major threats
loom over our Republic: a supercharged
administrative State and the unprece-
dented stifling of free speech.

If you want to understand some of
the frustration that is out there, a lot
of it comes from the fact that people
believe there is a narrowing of the
bandwidth of acceptable speech—what
they can say, what they can hear. As it
relates to the administrative state, a
lot of people are frustrated that no
matter whom they send here, they feel
like sometimes things never really
change, and we must fix that.

But first, let’s back up.

Years before Franklin’s famous re-
mark, ordinary folks—farmers, black-
smiths, laborers, leatherworkers—who
made up the Continental militias
achieved something extraordinary. Fed
up with an increasingly tyrannical rule
of an unaccountable despot thousands
of miles away, these ordinary men
fought and won our independence at a
time that seems very far away but set
the stage for the freedoms that we
enjoy to this very minute.

That is our origin story. The elec-
trical cord of freedom that has been
strung across the centuries is our na-
tional identity. We boldly declared to
the world that freedom isn’t granted to
us by a King or a Queen or any govern-
ment.
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We believe in individual rights, a
very new concept at the time, and
those rights were granted to us by God.
Chief among those were life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. If those
words are a mission statement—and
they are—the Constitution provides
the structure to protect and safeguard
those freedoms that we enjoy that have
made us the envy of the world. That
structure has allowed ordinary men
and women to achieve incredible
things, to pursue their dreams, to pur-
sue happiness, which is a very uniquely
American concept.

I grew up in Bridgeton, MO. Bridge-
ton sits in North St. Louis County in
the shadow of the airport. Bridgeton is
a working-class, blue-collar neighbor-
hood, and I grew up in a working-class,
blue-collar family.

My grandfather was an infantryman
in World War II and returned from the
war with little more than an eighth
grade education and some money he
won playing craps on the Queen Eliza-
beth on the way home. He started a
butcher shop and raised a family. My
dad and his brothers and sister all
worked there growing up. When I was
growing up, I saw my dad working 7
days a week on the midnight shift to
provide for his family to give me and
my sisters every opportunity to suc-
ceed.

Speaking of family, my wife Jaime
and my two beautiful daughters are
here today, and I am very grateful that
they are here to share this moment of
this inaugural speech, this maiden
speech today.

From an early age, I understood the
value of hard work. I saw the value of
a society where hard work was re-
warded, and I appreciated at a young
age how the law provided guardrails for
individuals to pursue their dreams. So
I decided that I wanted to be a lawyer.
I didn’t know any lawyers growing up,
and certainly nobody in my family had
any power or prestige, but we believed
in this country, and I wanted to fight
for people who needed a voice, like the
people I grew up around, hard-working
people who just wanted to be treated
fairly, who did the right things, and
worked really hard for everything that
they had.

Some of those folks are looked down
upon in this town because maybe they
didn’t go to the right schools or they
don’t wear the fanciest suits. A lot of
journalists will interview these people
after elections and wonder what hap-
pened. These are my people.

I thought that I could do some good
and advocate for them and for pro-
tecting those God-given rights that are
guaranteed and protected in our Con-
stitution. So I went to law school. I
went to college and later earned my
law degree.

When my son Stephen was born a few
years later, in the mid-2000s, I was
working at a law firm, made partner.
Life was great. Then one day every-
thing changed in my life forever. My
wife Jaime and I noticed that Stephen
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