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on top of the landscape, drying it out
like an oven. More heat, less water—
that is fuel for fire.

And we have seen it coming. Climate
change has made this pattern more fre-
quent and more intense. And if you
don’t believe me, if you don’t think
that this is a new phenomenon prompt-
ed by climate change, then ask your-
self, when was the last time that New
York or Philadelphia experienced
something of this magnitude?

It would be disturbing enough to call
this the new normal, but it is not the
new normal because every year, it is
going to get worse until we tackle this
problem head-on.

This isn’t just a forest fire. This is a
climate fire because our entire climate
is on fire. These wildfires are not just
an occurrence. They are a condition,
and the condition is only getting
worse. Over the past 20 years, the area
of land consumed annually by wildfires
has doubled. In some parts of the West,
that area is expected to grow sixfold—
six times the fires, six times the
smoke—which means harmful and dan-
gerous air quality days for our young-
est and our oldest, for those with asth-
ma and respiratory disease and other
health conditions.

When trees die in a wildfire, they re-
lease the carbon that is stored within
them into the atmosphere. In that
sense, you could look at each burning
tree as being a kind of a massive ex-
haust pipe, spewing carbon up into the
atmosphere and contributing to global
warming. These fires aren’t just the
product of climate change; these fires
are producing climate change. Addi-
tionally, once a tree fully burns, that
particular tree is gone for good and can
no longer reclaim atmospheric carbon
and sequester it safely.

Those of us who have been fighting
the climate crisis for decades take no
joy in being right. None of us can take
a deep breath outside on the east coast
right now and not be at risk. But if we
ignore this moment, if we don’t take
advantage of the searing example right
in front of us, then we ignore a duty to
act. Our public health is at risk. Our
very lungs are at risk. There might be
a veil of smoke outside, but let’s not
veil our sight to the need for climate
solutions.

There is no mystery here. When you
superheat the planet and create searing
heat over densely wooded forests, fires
are not a surprise. They are the logical
outcome of your actions. The future is
here right now. Today, we talk about
fires. In September, we will talk about
hurricanes. In the winter, we will talk
about a polar vortex. And in the spring,
we will talk about flood and drought
before next summer, when we will talk
about fires all over again, until we fi-
nally talk about the thing we should be
talking about, which is how we reduce
the emissions, end of this cycle of self-
destruction, and secure a safe and sta-
ble planet once and for all for every-
one.

I yield the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 157.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Elizabeth Allen, of New York,
to be Under Secretary of State for Pub-
lic Diplomacy.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 157, Eliza-
beth Allen, of New York, to be Under Sec-
retary of State for Public Diplomacy.

Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. Hirono,
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Thomas R. Carper, Tammy
Baldwin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Peter
Welch, Richard J. Durbin, Tina Smith,
Alex Padilla, Debbie Stabenow, Tammy
Duckworth, Chris Van Hollen, Ben Ray
Lujan.

The

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 25.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Hernan D. Vera, of California,
to be United States District Judge for
the Central District of California.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 25, Hernan
D. Vera, of California, to be United States
District Judge for the Central District of
California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Christopher A.
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tina
Smith, Christopher Murphy, Mazie K.
Hirono, Tammy Baldwin, Margaret
Wood Hassan, John W. Hickenlooper,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Brian Schatz, Gary C. Peters,
Alex Padilla, Michael F. Bennet.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 171.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jared Bernstein, of Virginia,
to be Chairman of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on nomina-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 171, Jared
Bernstein, of Virginia, to be Chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers.

Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod Brown,
Raphael G. Warnock, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Margaret Wood Hassan, Tina
Smith, Jeff Merkley, Jack Reed, Ben
Ray Lujan, Tammy Baldwin, Gary C.
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Peters, Jeanne Shaheen, Alex Padilla,
Christopher A. Coons, Brian Schatz,
Michael F. Bennet.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 41.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of P. Casey Pitts, of California,
to be United States District Judge for
the Northern District of California.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 41, P.
Casey Pitts, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Tim Kaine, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Ben Ray Lujan, Raphael
G. Warnock, Tammy Duckworth, Jack
Reed, Sheldon Whitehouse, John W.
Hickenlooper, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Tammy Baldwin, Brian Schatz, Chris-
topher Murphy, Tina Smith, Debbie
Stabenow.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, June 8, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTING RIGHTS ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today
our democracy held firm against voter
discrimination. The Supreme Court has
ruled that Alabama’s Republican-
drawn congressional districts discrimi-
nate against Black voters, violating
the Voting Rights Act and must be
redrawn.

This case is a message to every
American who has struggled to cast a
ballot or felt like their vote does not
matter. Our democracy is worth fight-
ing for. We can make change happen,
and that is what the Voting Rights Act
represents.

But today’s case also reminds us that
Jim Crow and racial disenfranchise-
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ment live on to this day in ways both
subtle and explicit. Discrimination at
the ballot box is very real in today’s
day and age.

Alabama State lawmakers inten-
tionally tried to dilute the voices of
Black voters through discriminatory
districts. It is a good thing for democ-
racy that the efforts of the Alabama
lawmakers to disenfranchise Black
voters have failed in this case.

So, once again, the democracy held
firm, but the struggle for equal rep-
resentation, of course, continues.

We must fight to make redistricting
much fairer throughout the country.
We must do more at the State level,
and we must do more in Congress to
pass legislation that will strengthen
the Voting Rights Act and fight back
against racial discrimination at the
ballot box.

I yield the floor.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Dilawar Syed, of California,
to be Deputy Administrator of the
Small Business Administration.

VOTE ON DILAWAR SYED NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, The question is,
Will the Senate advise and consent to
the Syed nomination?

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS).

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 150 Ex.]

YEAS—bH4
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Ricketts
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Cantwell Kelly Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Lujan Stabenow
Cassidy Manchin Sullivan
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
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NAYS—42

Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Risch
Braun Hagerty Romney
Britt Hawley Rounds
Budd Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cornyn Johnson Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cramer Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Vance
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—4
Barrasso Murray
Lummis Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 166, Molly
R. Silfen, of the District of Columbia, to be
a Judge of the United States Court of Fed-
eral Claims for a term of fifteen years.

Charles E. Schumer, Debbie Stabenow,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Brian Schatz, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Alex Padilla, Raphael G. Warnock,
Tammy Duckworth, Tina Smith, Mar-
tin Heinrich, Peter Welch, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Christopher A. Coons, Eliza-
beth Warren, Benjamin L. Cardin, Gary
C. Peters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Molly R. Silfen, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims for a
term of fifteen years, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
and the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 41, as follows:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T11:05:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




