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years of service and leadership have
undoubtedly contributed to the overall
success of this highly respected 88-
year-old organization, Delta Council.e

———

REMEMBERING WILLIAM DESHAY
ENGLISH

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise to honor the life and legacy of Wil-
liam ‘‘Bill”’ Deshay English, an Alas-
kan who passed away on January 11,
2023. The stories of Mr. English’s re-
markable life began on a dog sled in a
remote part of our State during the
cold, snowy depths of winter. After see-
ing a ‘‘giant mosquito’ buzzing in the
sky as a child, he saw his passion and
would go on to become a pilot.

Alaska prides itself as the ‘“‘flyingest
state” in the Nation and it is individ-
uals like Bill English who pioneered
that reputation. Even today, nearly 80
percent of our communities are not
connected to the road system, so we
rely on exceptional pilots to keep Alas-
kans safe as we travel across some of
the most rugged terrain on the planet.
Bill English was one of the best. Across
more than 36,000 hours of commercial
flight, he maintained a perfect safety
record. That led to his selection as an
Alaska Living Aviator Legend in 2012
and his induction into the Alaska Avia-
tion Hall of Fame 2 years later.

A celebration of life was held for Mr.
English in Anchorage last week, where
guests shared stories and pictures of
his life, including his service to our Na-
tion during World War II, his flying ad-
ventures, and his acts of Kkindness. I
join Mr. English’s family and friends in
mourning his loss, while remembering
his quintessentially Alaskan life and
the nearly 100 years he contributed to
our beautiful State.

Mr. President, I request that Bill
English’s obituary be printed in the
RECORD.

The material follows:

OBITUARY FOR WILLIAM DESHAY ENGLISH

William (Bill) Deshay English’s life began
on January 31, 1923, with an often-told and
much-loved story. After going into labor,
Bill’s mother, Agorak, mushed her dog team
into the dead of night and subzero tempera-
tures. She was embarked on a harrowing ten-
mile journey from her home in Wiseman,
Alaska to Coldfoot where the region’s only
midwife resided. Charged with running the
general store, Bill’s father, William Sr.,
stayed behind in Wiseman while he awaited
the arrival of his newborn son. When Agorak
drove her team back to Wiseman with infant
Bill wrapped in furs, his father’s worry burst
into a celebration throughout the remote,
scenic Arctic village on the banks of the
Koyukuk River. It was here that Bill spent
his childhood as a happy, active village kid.

During the late 1920s, aviator Noel Wien
made an historic excursion above the Arctic
Circle in his open cockpit biplane, landing on
a gravel bar near Wiseman. Young Bill was
entranced by the ‘‘giant mosquito’ buzzing
in the sky, a fascination that would eventu-
ally turn into a deep passion for the art of
flying and a dream of becoming a pilot.

When Bill reached adolescence, his parents
sent him to live with his father’s family in
California. Despite the culture shock, Bill
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excelled academically and developed a pas-
sion for track and field. He found that sports
offered a way for him to connect with his
peers despite coming from a very different
background. He graduated from high school
in California, after which he returned to
Fairbanks and enlisted in the U.S. Army,
serving from 1943-1945. Following World War
II, Bill was able to pursue his childhood
dream of becoming a pilot. He quickly
earned his license and applied to work for
the very same man, Noel Wien, who had in-
spired his dream two decades earlier.

In 1948, Bill married Shirley Nelson, a Se-
attle-native who moved to Fairbanks in 1946
to study English at UAF. Their romance
began when Shirley, watching the planes
land at Weeks Field in Fairbanks, spotted
Bill, clad in caribou mukluks made by his
mother, stepping out of his Cessna 140. Love
blossomed, and the two would develop an en-
during bond that would last 72 years and lead
to three children, Sharon (1949), Bill Jr.
(1950), and Tamara (1968).

After joining Wien Airlines in 1946, Bill be-
came one of the first Native Alaskan com-
mercial pilots and began a 37-year career as
Captain that would take him to the far
reaches of Alaska and eventually to a seat
on Wien’s board of directors. Along the way,
he became the first Native Alaskan pilot to
earn an Airline Transport Rating and the
first to serve as an FAA examiner. He retired
with more than 36,000 hours of commercial
flight and a perfect safety record.

During his early tenure at Wien in Fair-
banks, Bill helped promote the World Es-
kimo-Indian Olympics and became its first
Master of Ceremonies—a position he proudly
served in through the early 1970s. After Bill
retired from Wien in 1983, an Anchorage busi-
nessman seeking a sure, experienced pilot
with solid credentials hired Bill to fly his
private jet, a Lockheed Jet Star, around the
globe.

Bill was a huge proponent of lifelong edu-
cation. In his middle-aged years, he earned a
Bachelor’s in Business Administration de-
gree with a major in Transportation from
the University of Washington. He understood
the economic and political influence that
ANCSA corporations possessed to advance
the education and well-being of Native Alas-
kan youth. In his retirement, he served on
the CIRI Board of Directors and the Cook
Inlet Housing Authority Board.

For his long and dedicated career in which
he contributed to the evolution, growth, and
safety of aviation in Alaska, he was honored
in 2012 as an Alaska Living Aviator Legend,
and in 2014, was formally inducted into the
Alaska Aviation Hall of Fame. In response,
he spoke with humility and gratitude for the
support he received from fellow Alaskans
throughout his life. He was grateful for the
opportunity to give back to the State, com-
munities, and people who had made possible
the flying career he loved.

Bill passed peacefully on January 11, 2023—
nearly 100 years after that first ride in a dog
sled. He was at home in Anchorage, sur-
rounded by his loved ones. He will be remem-
bered for his good-natured humor, quiet en-
ergy, curiosity, and the enduring peace with
which he moved through the world. He will
be dearly missed.

He is predeceased by his parents William
and Agorak, sister Dishoo, his wife Shirley,
and daughter Tamara. He is survived by his
daughter Sharon and son Bill Jr., grand-
children Gretta and Wiley; numerous rel-
atives in the Kotzebue area and in the Oak-
land, California area.

Bill’s family is eternally grateful to the
many individuals and organizations who
helped care for Bill and Shirley in their final
months including the Providence Hospice
team, Alzheimer’s Resource of Alaska, and
Veterans Affairs of Alaska.e
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RECOGNIZING LA RAZA

e Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise to
commend La Raza radio station for its
service to the Latino community in
Georgia.

Based in Suwanee, GA, La Raza is the
largest Latino radio station in Georgia,
informing more than 1 million Latinos
throughout the State. The station
hosts numerous popular radio shows,
including Los Hijos de La Manana, that
provide all-day news and entertain-
ment for Latinos across Georgia. Every
year, La Raza also hosts a family-
friendly festival, bringing nearly 50,000
community members together from
across the State to enjoy performances
and authentic Mexican food.

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize and commend La Raza’s 19 years
of service to Latino communities in
Atlanta and throughout the entire
State of Georgia. ®

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
JAMES BONNER

e Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the service of MG
James Bonner of the U.S. Army. To-
morrow, he will relinquish command
after nearly three years of leadership
at the Maneuver Support Center of Ex-
cellence and Fort Leonard Wood, MO.

During Major General Bonner’s ten-
ure, he demonstrated dedicated leader-
ship and played a crucial role in train-
ing approximately 240,000 soldiers, ma-
rines, sailors, airmen, coast guards-
men, and civilians at Fort Leonard
Wood. Major General Bonner worked
diligently to emphasize the critical
mission of the Army and Fort Leonard
Wood in regional middle schools, high
schools, and universities. He also tire-
lessly advocated for the fort and its
surrounding community, expanding
partnerships with local, State, and
Federal leaders. Throughout his time,
he hosted numerous elected officials,
including the Missouri Governor, the
Secretary of the Army, the Chief of
Staff of the Army, the Sergeant Major
of the Army, and the Marine Corps
Commandant. During each visit, Major
General Bonner ensured these strategic
leaders witnessed the unique and irre-
placeable capabilities and com-
petencies on display at Fort Leonard
Wood.

In fact, I had the opportunity to per-
sonally witness Major General
Bonner’s leadership last week when I
visited Fort Leonard Wood. My main
focus was to meet with military fami-
lies residing on the installation and
discuss ways to improve their quality
of life. Major General Bonner joined me
during these visits, and I could clearly
see his genuine care and concern for
the families under his command.

Recognizing Major General Bonner’s
exceptional talent, the Army has se-
lected him to become the commanding
general of U.S. Army North, where he
will lead the Army’s efforts to defend
the homeland. After 3 years of com-
manding the finest CBRNE, engineer,
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and military police soldiers in the
Army, I believe there is no one more
qualified for this role. I express my
gratitude to Major General Bonner for
his dedicated service to the soldiers
and families of the Fort Leonard Wood
community and extend my best wishes
for his future endeavors. I would also
like to extend a warm welcome to MG
Christopher Beck, who will assume
command tomorrow. I am committed
to continuing my support for the Fort
Leonard Wood community and those
who train there.®

———

TRIBUTE TO MARC ROECKER

e Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize an outstanding con-
stituent from Missouri, Mr. Marc
Roecker. Marc is CEO and general
manager of Laclede Electric Coopera-
tive, headquartered in Lebanon, MO,
and will be retiring from this position
at the end of May. For nearly 42 years,
Marc has been a leader in Rural Elec-
tric Cooperatives both in Iowa and Mis-
souri.

Over the past 10 years as CEO and
general manager, Marc has overseen a
significant amount of growth, imple-
mented many technological improve-
ments, and helped navigate the twists
and turns of the economy, and he has
done it all with a steady hand. He has
been a great leader and a great friend
of the Ozarks region.

In his community, Marc was selected
to serve on the Fort Leonard Wood In-
stitute and Sustainable Ozarks Part-
nership at Fort Leonard Wood. These
groups are focused on fostering the re-
gion’s continued commitment to na-
tional defense and advocating for local
and regional development initiatives,
as well as the sustainment and growth
of Fort Leonard Wood. Marc is a strong
advocate for supporting the men and
women who serve our country in the
Armed Forces, both past and present.

Leading up to his retirement, Marc
has been asked what he will miss the
most. In response, he says he will miss
the people he has met over the years:
members, employees, board directors,
and colleagues alike. He said there is
something very special about being a
part of an electric cooperative and
working with people who are so com-
mitted to serving their members.

Laclede Electric Cooperative and the
Ozarks region are incredibly grateful
for Marc’s dedication to the electric in-
dustry and Rural Electric Coopera-
tives. His selfless service to his com-
munity is an incredible example of citi-
zenship, and they are all fortunate to
call him a neighbor and friend. I ask
my Senate colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Mr. Marc Roecker, and I wish
him the best in his much-deserved re-
tirement.e

TRIBUTE TO ABIGAIL JOHNSON

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Abigail Johnson, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
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the hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several months.

Abigail is a graduate of Roosevelt
High School in Sioux Falls, SD. Cur-
rently, she is attending the University
of South Dakota in Vermillion, SD,
where she is pursuing degrees in polit-
ical science and psychology. She is a
hard worker who has been dedicated to
getting the most out of her internship
experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Abigail for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED

At 12:05 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 42. Joint resolution disapproving
the action of the District of Columbia Coun-
cil in approving the Comprehensive Policing
and Justice Reform Amendment Act of 2022.

The enrolled joint resolution was
subsequently signed by the President
pro tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

At 12:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2494. An act to make the assault of a
law enforcement officer a deportable offense,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 3091. An act to allow Federal law en-
forcement officers to purchase retired serv-
ice weapons, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 114(b) of the John
C. Stennis Center for Public Service
Training and Development Act (2.
U.S.C. 1103), and the order of the House
of January 9, 2023, the Speaker ap-
points the following individual on the
part of the House of Representatives to
the Board of Trustees for the John C.
Stennis Center for Public Service
Training and Development for a term
of 6 years: Mr. Trent Kelly of Saltillo,
Mississippi.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2494. An act to make the assault of a
law enforcement officer a deportable offense,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

H.R. 3091. An act to allow Federal law en-
forcement officers to purchase retired serv-
ice weapons, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
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accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1224. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ledprona (CAS#
2433753-68-3) for Use in or on Potato; Tem-
porary Exemption from the Requirement of a
Tolerance” (FRL No. 10947-01-OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 10, 2023; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1225. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Aspergillus Flavus Strain
AF36; Amendment to an Exemption from the
Requirement of a Tolerance” (FRL No. 10871-
01-OCSPP) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 10, 2023; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1226. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Cyflufenamid; Pesticide Tol-
erance” (FRL No. 10880-01-OCSPP) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on May 10, 2023; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1227. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Fomesafen; Peticide Toler-
ances’” (FRL No. 10908-01-OCSPP) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 10, 2023; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1228. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Implementing Interagency
Working Group (IWG) Recommendations on
Improving the Consultation Process Re-
quired Under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act for Pesticide Registration and
Registration Review”’; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1229. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting a legislative
proposal to amend Sections 3232 and 3212 of
the National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion Act to transfer cybersecurity respon-
sibilities from the Department of Energy’s
National Nuclear Security Administration
(NNSA) Office of Defense Nuclear Security
to the NNSA Administrator; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-1230. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting a legislative
proposal that would make it a federal crime
to knowingly interfere with the transport of
atomic weapons and special nuclear mate-
rial, nuclear weapons components, or re-
stricted data in the custody of Nuclear Mate-
rials Couriers; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-1231. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13413 with respect to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1232. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13067 with respect to Sudan;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1233. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
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