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RSAC continues to operate to this day
as one of the few standing negotiated
rule-making committees in the Federal
Government, offering an elevated voice
for rail labor and other advocates in
our unceasing pursuit of safety.

Jolene’s promotion of Transportation
safety excellence, rail passenger, and
freight investment, of equity and inclu-
sion—her vivid passion to do the right
things for the people of Ohio and for
our Nation—drive this APTA honor. I
am proud to count Jolene as my part-
ner and my friend, and I salute APTA
for presenting this Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award to a most distinguished
leader: Jolene Molitoris.e

TRIBUTE TO MIKE ROCK

e Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
would like to take this occasion to con-
gratulate Mike Rock on his retirement
last month from the American Hospital
Association—AHA. For 39 years, Mike
was a valued member of the AHA’s
Federal Relations team and proved to
be one of the most knowledgeable, ef-
fective, and indefatigable healthcare
lobbyists on Capitol Hill.

Mike came to Washington in 1975
from Nebraska. He started working in
the mail room of Senator Roman
Hruska and then joined the staff of
Representative Charles Thone of Ne-
braska. From there, he went to work
for Representative Virginia Dodd
Smith as a legislative assistant, han-
dling tax, education, and defense
issues.

After 9 years on the Hill, Mike joined
the AHA in December 1984. Shortly
after Mike started at the AHA, his
mother Marilyn paid a visit, where his
colleagues informed her that their
nickname for him was ‘“Cool Breeze.”
For nearly four decades, Cool Breeze
Mike played an integral role in the
AHA’s advocacy activities and so many
of its successes, including expanding
access to healthcare for millions of
Americans. I have been on the receiv-
ing end of Mike’s advocacy work for
my entire time in Congress. During my
tenure on the House Ways and Means
Committee and now as a member of the
Senate Finance Committee, I relied on
Mike’s subject matter mastery of
healthcare and tax policy, his political
astuteness, and his intuitive grasp of
what Congress might be able to achieve
to improve the Nation’s healthcare sys-
tem. It was always a joy to welcome
him into my office.

At the AHA, Mike met his future
wife Renee Blankenau, and they have
two grown children: Clare and Paul. I
am glad Mike will have more time to
spend with his family and his avoca-
tions: cycling and swimming. I am
truly grateful for our friendship and
wish him many more happy miles and
adventures in his retirement.e
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RECOGNIZING THE GREATER
PRINCE GEORGE’S BUSINESS
ROUNDTABLE ON ITS 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION

e Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
would like to take this occasion to con-
gratulate the Greater Prince George’s
Business Roundtable, which is cele-
brating its 20th anniversary tomorrow
at MGM National Harbor. Since 2003,
the roundtable—a nonprofit, non-
partisan business alliance of chief ex-
ecutives whose companies employ
nearly 60,000 people—has worked to im-
prove the county’s political and eco-
nomic landscape and enhance the coun-
ty residents’ quality of life.

Nearly 200 years ago, in ‘‘Democracy
in America,” Alexis de Tocqueville
wrote, ‘“‘In America I encountered sorts
of associations of which, I confess, I
had no idea, and I often admired the in-
finite art with which the inhabitants of
the United States managed to fix a
common goal to the efforts of many
men and to get them to advance to it
freely.” Voluntary associations, de
Tocqueville observed, were one of the
building blocks upon which our demo-
cratic self-governance rests.

The roundtable is a perfect example
of such an association. Its members
participate voluntarily, hosting com-
munity forums on crime and education,
creating a VisionFramework to help
residents imagine a bright future for
the county, and producing a Quality of
Life Index to gauge the county’s
progress toward that future. The
roundtable established and runs the
Andrews Business and Community Alli-
ance, which promotes Joint Base An-
drews, the home of Air Force One, the
459th Air Refueling Wing, and one of
the county’s two largest employers. All
these activities and efforts are done
collaboratively, with input from resi-
dents and in a spirit of cooperation and
mutual respect. As the roundtable’s
home page states so eloquently, ‘“We
believe that business is more than just
adjusting overhead or the bottom line.
We believe that by giving of our time,
our expertise and our inherent sense of
altruism, we will help to bring about a
better home for all Prince Georgians.”

I want to thank Jim Estepp, the
roundtable’s president and chief execu-
tive officer; Doyle Mitchell, Jr., the
roundtable’s board secretary and treas-
urer; Michael Chiaramonte, the board
chair; the other board members; and all
roundtable members for their indefati-
gable efforts to make Prince George’s
County a better place to live and work
in. I have been privileged and please to
work with the roundtable on so many
initiatives these last 20 years. I con-
gratulate the roundtable, confident in
my expectation that the next 20 years
will bring even more success.®

——
350TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TOWN OF SOUTHBURY, CON-

NECTICUT

e Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
rise today to congratulate the town of
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Southbury on its 350th anniversary. In
1673, 15 families seeking free religious
expression traveled up the Housatonic
River and settled on land that is
known today as Southbury. Those
humble beginnings have grown into a
vibrant community of almost 20,000
people. As the only town in the Nation
to bear its name, Southbury is truly
one of a kind. I was grateful to be in-
vited this past November to participate
in the town’s 85th anniversary of
Southbury’s residents coming together
to stop the Neo-Nazi organization, the
German-American Bund, from estab-
lishing a presence in the town. Their
determination reminds us of the impor-
tance of standing with our neighbors
and calling out hate and bigotry in all
its forms.

During my 6 years as Southbury’s
Congressman and the past 10 years as
its U.S. Senator, I have come to know
many of the town’s past and current
citizens. Dr. Mark Taylor, a friend and
mentor, became nationally known for
his knowledge and passion about crit-
ical water sources from the Pomperaug
River. Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin
Hinman was a Revolutionary War hero
who also took part in the Constitu-
tional Convention. Gladys Taber was a
prolific writer, best known for her se-
ries about life at Stillmeadow, her
farm in Southbury.

Congratulations to the Town of
Southbury on this impressive mile-
stone of 350 years and counting. It is a
privilege to represent a community
with such a storied past and bright fu-
ture, and I look forward to continuing
to work together to strengthen
Southbury for many years to come.®

———

RECOGNIZING NORTH CAROLINA
BAPTIST HOSPITAL

e Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, North
Carolina Baptist Hospital opened on
May 28, 1923, as an 88-bed hospital in
Winston-Salem, with a simple commit-
ment: to be a place of healing and
teaching.

Since 1923, North Carolina Baptist
Hospital has served the community and
the region through educational pro-
grams. The School of Nursing educated
nurses from 1923 to 1974, and the Bow-
man Gray School of Medicine grad-
uated its first class in 1943.

Today, the hospital plays a pivotal
role in research and education for
Wake Forest University School of Med-
icine, a nationally known leader in
groundbreaking research and experien-
tial medical education, and the aca-
demic core of Advocate Health. North
Carolina Baptist Hospital has grown
over the years. Now known as Atrium
Health Wake Forest Baptist Medical
Center, the hospital continues to grow
to meet the needs of those it serves.

Today, Atrium Health Wake Forest
Baptist Medical Center, has grown to
become an 885-bed tertiary care hos-
pital that includes Brenner Children’s
Hospital, and the health system in-
cludes five community hospitals, more
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than 300 primary and specialty care lo-
cations, and more than 2,700 physi-
cians. It has over 20,000 employees and
is Winston-Salem and Forsyth Coun-
ty’s largest employer. In 2022, con-
struction began for a new critical care
tower at the medical center. The in-
vestment in this world-class facility
will transform emergency and critical
care throughout the region.

The hospital and the health system
continues to expand services, make re-
search discoveries to bring medical in-
novations to patients more quickly,
and educate the next generation of
healthcare professionals—to meet the
growing needs of the communities it
serves and to improve health, elevate
hope, and advance healing—for all.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13873 OF MAY 15, 2019, WITH RE-
SPECT TO SECURING THE INFOR-
MATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY AND SERVICES
SUPPLY TO CHINA—PM 10

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13873 of May 15, 2019, with respect
to securing the information and com-
munications technology and services
supply chain, is to continue in effect
beyond May 15, 2023.

The unrestricted acquisition or use
in the United States of information
and communications technology or
services designed, developed, manufac-
tured, or supplied by persons owned by,
controlled by, or subject to the juris-
diction or direction of foreign adver-
saries augments the ability of these
foreign adversaries to create and ex-
ploit vulnerabilities in information and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

communications technology or serv-
ices, with potentially catastrophic ef-
fects. This threat continues to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States.
Therefore, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13873 with respect to securing the infor-
mation and communications tech-
nology and services supply chain.
JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 10, 2023.

———

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13667 OF MAY 12, 2014, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE CENTRAL AFRI-
CAN REPUBLIC—PM 11

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
Central African Republic declared in
Executive Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, is
to continue in effect beyond May 12,
2023.

The situation in and in relation to
the Central African Republic has been
marked by a breakdown of law and
order; intersectarian tension; the per-
vasive, often forced recruitment and
use of child soldiers; and widespread vi-
olence and atrocities, including those
committed by Kremlin-linked and
Yevgeniy Prigozhin-affiliated entities
such as the Wagner Group. These dy-
namics threaten the peace, security, or
stability of the Central African Repub-
lic and neighboring states, and con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
Therefore, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the mnational
emergency declared in Executive Order
13667 with respect to the Central Afri-
can Republic.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 10, 2023.

——
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 676. An act to amend the Federal
Ocean Acidification Research And Moni-
toring Act of 2009 to require the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, to collaborate with
State and local governments and Indian
Tribes on vulnerability assessments related
to ocean acidification, research planning,
and similar activities, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1715. An act to direct the Department
of Energy and the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration to conduct col-
laborative research in order to advance nu-
merical weather and climate prediction in
the United States, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 676. An act to amend the Federal
Ocean Acidification Research And Moni-
toring Act of 2009 to require the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, to collaborate with
State and local governments and Indian
Tribes on vulnerability assessments related
to ocean acidification, research planning,
and similar activities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 1715. An act to direct the Department
of Energy and the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration to conduct col-
laborative research in order to advance nu-
merical weather and climate prediction in
the United States, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

———

MEASURES DISCHARGED
PETITIONS

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works be
discharged from further consideration of S.J.
Res. 23, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Marine Fisheries
Service relating to ‘“‘Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Regulations for
Listing Endangered and Threatened Species
and Designating Critical Habitat’’, and, fur-
ther, that the joint resolution be imme-
diately placed upon the Legislative Calendar
under General Orders.

Cynthia M. Lummis, Ron Johnson, John
Cornyn, Marsha Blackburn, Mike Lee,
Tommy Tuberville, Rick Scott, J.D.
Vance, Eric Schmitt, Mike Rounds,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Dan Sullivan, Ted
Budd, Shelley Moore Capito, Bill
Hagerty, Joni Ernst, Lindsey Graham,
Roger Marshall, James E. Risch, James
Lankford, Mike Crapo, John Barrasso,
Chuck Grassley, Katie Boyd Britt,
Marco Rubio, Mitt Romney, John
Thune, Kevin Cramer, Thom Tillis, Ted
Cruz.

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works be
discharged from further consideration of S.J.
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