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is growing support in Congress to block this
administration’s lawless abortion policies
for our military, including Iowa Senator
Joni Ernst’s bill to do just that. Sadly, Sen-
ate Democrats have insisted on promoting
abortion on demand until birth, paid for by
the taxpayers, and stonewalled Senator
Ernst’s legislation, rather than allow any de-
bate.

What is more important: that Majority
Leader Schumer and Senate Democrats
spend less le on the Senate floor approving
military promotions and nominations, or
that the most vulnerable and defenseless of
American lives are protected from President
Biden’s lawlessness?

The time is now to hold the Biden adminis-
tration accountable for its illegal policies
that have conscripted our military into fa-
cilitating the violence of abortion. We are
proud to stand with Senator Tuberville, Sen-
ator Ernst, and others in fighting back. To-
gether we will not back down.

———

MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE TO
MICHIGAN’S VETERANS

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the Michigan vet-
erans throughout history who have
given their lives for our Nation.

During some of the toughest times
for our country, Michiganders have
been there. We have been willing to put
our lives on the line for the cause of
freedom. That certainly was the case
during the Civil War. More than 3 mil-
lion Americans fought in the Civil War.
Around 90,000 of them were
Michiganders, and more than 85,000 of
them were volunteers. It is said that
President Lincoln exclaimed, ‘‘Thank
God for Michigan!”’ when 75,000 volun-
teers from our State arrived in Wash-
ington, DC, in May of 1861.

The 24th Michigan Infantry fought at
Gettysburg, where a monument stands
to this day commemorating their serv-
ice in the ‘‘Iron Brigade.”” And the 24th
was selected to provide military escort
during President Lincoln’s funeral pro-
cession. Few trials have so tested a na-
tion—or a President—as did the Civil
War. As historian Jon Meacham ex-
plores in his new book ‘“And There was
Light: Abraham Lincoln and the Amer-
ican Struggle,” President Lincoln and
the Nation he led faced multiple exis-
tential threats: the fracturing of our
country, threats against our democ-
racy, and an institution that treated 4
million Americans not as people, but as
property.

The echoes of these challenges re-
main in our Nation to this day. And in
Lincoln, we see a path forward. We see
that by keeping our moral center as
our North Star, a nation can, in the
words of Lincoln, ‘“‘long endure.” We
have long endured as a nation in part
thanks to those ©brave, selfless
Michiganders who were willing to put
their lives on the line in order to pre-
serve our Union. More than 13,400 of
them never made it home. They have
been followed by so many others.

This Memorial Day, we honor all
Michigan veterans throughout history
who gave their lives in service to our
country. And we honor their families.
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It is only because of their sacrifice that
our democracy lives on.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
YOUNG AT HEART CENTER

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
rise today to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the Young at Heart Senior
Citizens and Community Center in
Rock Springs, WY. On May 19, 2023, a
gala will be held at the Young at Heart
Center to celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary.

The Young at Heart Center has
served the Sweetwater County commu-
nity since its founding in May, 1973.
Founding board members were J. Gar-
rett Smith, Louis M Groh, Ruth Lucas,
T.H. Smith, Dwight J Jones, Lyda
Hium, Elmer Halseth, Willie Heikes,
and Ernest J Mecca. The center was
originally designed to serve the senior
population. With the construction of
their new facility in 2009, their services
expanded to address the needs of the
entire community.

The Young at Heart Center exempli-
fies their mission of ‘“‘a community
place for the young and the young at
heart.”” The center offers 14 different
programs with amenities, activities,
and services for residents of all ages.
Young at Heart is a safe place for
Sweetwater County residents to gath-
er, receive educational and nutritional
services, pursue interests, and partici-
pate in social and recreational activi-
ties. The center is also a public-use
space for meetings and events. The cen-
ter serves as a cornerstone for the sen-
ior population by providing meals and
care. Seniors participate in numerous
daily activities that include games,
hobbies, exercise, and opportunities for
friendship.

Young at Heart added several home
health and caregiver services for pa-
tients 18 and older. These include
skilled nursing services, personal care
services, assistance to at-home care-
givers with support and education,
home-delivered meals, and the Senior
Companion Program. Each of these fos-
ter wonderful relationships within the
community. Many young people in
Sweetwater County have been im-
pacted by the Young at Heart’s Early
Learning Center. The Early Learning
Center focuses on building children’s
self-esteem and self-worth through
strong partnerships with parents. The
center provides positive guidance, in-
door and outdoor gross motor space,
and technology to enhance learning.
The importance of nutrition is high-
lighted by the dedicated kitchen staff
who prepare breakfasts, lunches, and
afternoon snacks.

The Young at Heart Center receives
funding through various government
grants and private programs. They also
rely on the generosity of Sweetwater
County organizations and individuals.
The Young at Heart Center would not
be able to provide a safe and engaging
space without the dedication of staff
and volunteers. Volunteers use their
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skills and interests to help lead sup-
port groups, serve meals, assist special
events, offer companionship, and main-
tain the grounds.

Jamie Loredo began her career with
the center as the activities coordinator
and facilities secretary. In the fall of
2022, she took over as executive direc-
tor. Her resolute dedication to the cen-
ter is notable. She has focused on gain-
ing community involvement, helping
to advance the center’s success. Jamie
has made a significant difference in the
lives of Sweetwater County residents.

The wonderful staff and board mem-
bers who keep the center running are:

Jamie Loredo, Executive Director

Louise Webb, Receptionist

Brianna Romero, Early Learning Center
Director

Billie Seneshale, Director of Nursing

Brandy Sellers-Mertin, In-Home Services
Supervisor

Gina Randolph, Access Care Coordinator

Misty Wilson, Center Bookkeeper

Cindy Stensgard, Home Services Book-
keeper

Daphne Palmer, Kitchen Manager/Home
Delivered Meals Coordinator

Kandi Lewis, Facility Secretary/Activities
Coordinator/Outreach Coordinator

Meagan Rogers, Aging
Coordinator/ Outreach Coordinator

Board of Directors

Diana Jessop

Suzette Williams

Kent Porenta

Richard Vandersloot

Michelle Quiroz

Kathy Gilbert

Wanda Bobo-Ferber

Kevin Maloney

Sue Riggs

Mary Thoman, County Liaison

It is an honor for me to recognize
this significant milestone for the
Young at Heart Center. The center
serves as a gathering place where the
Sweetwater County community can
enjoy friendship and fellowship. Bobbi
joins me in extending our congratula-
tions to the Young at Heart Center on
their 50th anniversary.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. ALAN 8.
RUDOLPH

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize the extraor-
dinary public service career of Dr. Alan
S. Rudolph as he concludes his tenure
as vice president for research at Colo-
rado State University—CSU—one of
the Nation’s top research universities.

Dr. Rudolph received his under-
graduate degree from the University of
Michigan, an MBA at George Wash-
ington University, and a doctorate in
zoology from the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. As a National Research
Council postdoctoral fellow, his work
at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory
NRL showed how we can learn from or-
ganisms that survive extreme environ-
ments to protect biosensors and blood
products for use in the field.

Following his time at the NRL, he
was recruited to join the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency—
DARPA—as chief of biological
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sciences and technology, where he led
new strategic efforts for investments in
biosciences and biotechnology. He led
seminal programs in biorobotics, in-
cluding starting the design and proto-
type of Spot, the Boston Dynamics
robotic dog, and brain machine inter-
faces, where he led new programs in
brain-controlled prosthetics.

In 2003, he left civil service for the
private sector to start new corporate
biotechnology efforts with Adlyfe, an
Alzheimer’s diagnostics company, and
Cellphire, Inc., which freeze dries blood
products. In 2010, Dr. Rudolph was re-
cruited by the Obama administration
and inducted into the Senior Executive
Service to lead the Department of De-
fense Biodefense Program as Director
of the Joint Science and Technology
Office for Chemical and Biological De-
fense. At the Pentagon, Dr. Rudolph in-
vested in broad programs to protect
the Nation, including new antibody
treatments that saved the lives of
three Americans in the U.S. during the
Ebola outbreak in 2014. Dr. Rudolph
concluded his 17-year civil service ca-
reer leading the Department of Home-
land Security’s Chemical and Biologi-
cal Science and Technology Office.

In 2012, through an international re-
search foundation started by Dr. Ru-
dolph, he led a project across over 30
countries to demonstrate the applica-
tion of brain technology to help injured
patients relearn their ability to walk
in the Walk Again Project. The trial
culminated at the opening of the World
Cup in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where a para-
plegic opened the world games by kick-
ing a ball onto the pitch with a new
prosthetic under brain control.

Dr. Rudolph’s outstanding public
service continued when he became vice
president for research at Colorado
State University in Fort Collins, CO, in
2013. At Colorado State, he oversaw
record-breaking annual research ex-
penditures approaching $500 million an-
nually and representing 38 percent of
the university’s overall budget. During
his service, he doubled the number of
specialized centers and institutes, in-
cluding the Center for Healthy Aging,
One Health Institute, and Data Science
Research Institute, and catalyzed other
partnerships in mental wellness, cli-
mate adaptation, and agricultural sus-
tainability. Today, CSU ranks among
the top tier of research universities in
the United States.

Dr. Rudolph has served on numerous
executive-level committees and advi-
sory boards. He was a member of the
executive board for the Colorado Bio-
Science Association, board member at
Innosphere Ventures, and chairman of
the board of CO-Labs, which represents
30 Federal research laboratories in the
front range. He was on the board of the
Colorado Energy Research
Collaboratory and the Colorado De-
partment of Education’s Higher Re-
search Alliance.

Dr. Rudolph has been recognized for
his public service, including a meri-
torious civil service citation from the
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Office of the Secretary of Defense for
his contributions to life sciences and
national security investments. He also
won numerous research awards for his
scholarly publications in blood re-
search and tissue engineering.

Dr. Rudolph has performed out-
standing Federal service, showing an
unwavering commitment to promoting
science in service of the public, and has
earned the trust and utmost respect of
his colleagues and the citizens of Colo-
rado.

I am pleased to honor Alan S. Ru-
dolph’s distinguished service and want
to express a deep appreciation for his
dedication, sacrifice, and outstanding
service to his country in the name of
science and education.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONNECTICUT AU-
DUBON SOCIETY

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to recognize the Con-
necticut Audubon Society as it cele-
brates 125 years of dedication to the
protection and preservation of Con-
necticut’s birds, other wildlife, and
their habitats.

The Connecticut Audubon Society
was founded in 1898 in Fairfield, CT, by
a group including the noted author and
conservationist Mabel Osgood Wright.
In its first year, the group rapidly ex-
panded into a statewide organization,
with members in towns and cities
across Connecticut, including Bristol,
Ivoryton, Bridgeport, Brooklyn, New
Haven, Hartford, Roxbury, Farm-
ington, and Greenwich. On June 4, 1898,
the organization ratified its first by-
laws and outlined its purpose: ‘‘to dis-
courage the destruction of birds and
their eggs, and to promote the study of
nature.” Connecticut Audubon Society
remains true to this purpose today,
while also having expanded the scope of
their work to conservation efforts
more broadly.

For more than a century, the Con-
necticut Audubon Society has provided
refuges for birds and other wildlife and
important opportunities for people to
enjoy nature at its sanctuaries and pre-
serves. Today, the organization man-
ages 22 sanctuaries totaling more than
3,400 acres, including the oldest private
songbird sanctuary in the United
States, Birdcraft, established in 1914.
The organization now has regional cen-
ters in Fairfield, Milford, Old Lyme,
Pomfret, Hampton, and Sherman, an
educational program in Hartford, and
an EcoTravel office in Essex—a truly
statewide presence, bringing their im-
portant work to all corners of Con-
necticut.

One hundred and twenty-five years
after its founding, the Connecticut Au-
dubon Society continues its vital mis-
sion through conservation, education,
and advocacy. The organization boasts
5,600 member-families in every town in
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the State, and its outdoor conserva-
tion, science, and education programs
reach more than 100,000 students and
adults each year.

Dedicated to preserving our natural
heritage and advocating for a more sus-
tainable future, the Connecticut Audu-
bon Society is a positive model for en-
vironmental education and wildlife
conservation. I applaud its many ac-
complishments and hope my colleagues
will join me in congratulating the Con-
necticut Audubon Society on 125 years
of unceasing commitment to ecological
and environmental excellence.®

———

TRIBUTE TO JOLENE MOLITORIS

e Mr. BROWN. Madam President, it is
a privilege to extend my congratula-
tions to Jolene Molitoris as APTA hon-
ors Jolene for her extraordinary career
and achievements for the public with
APTA’s Lifetime Achievement Award.

My partnership with Jolene goes
back decades, to our early work to-
gether in State government in Ohio
when Jolene served on the staff of the
Ohio Rail Transportation Authority. I
introduced Jolene at her Senate con-
firmation hearing in 1993 for Federal
Railroad Administrator, the first
woman ever to head that Agency.
Jolene went on to become the longest
serving FRA Administrator. Jolene
blazed more firsts when in 2009 Ohio
Governor Ted Strickland appointed her
as the first woman to lead the Ohio De-
partment of Transportation, and in
that role, she also chaired the Ohio
Rail Development Commission.

Recognized by WTS as Woman of the
Year in 1995, Jolene has helped boost
the women transportation stars who
shine today, in addition to her own
achievements. While at FRA, she
served on the Amtrak board of direc-
tors when Amtrak launched the Acela
in the Northeast Corridor, promoted
rail revitalization with innovative new
investment programs, and expanded
the number of contracts her agency
awarded to women-owned businesses to
new Federal highs. At ODOT, Jolene
oversaw ODOT’s largest construction
budget ever to that time and secured
$400 million to bring robust rail service
back to Ohio.

Jolene’s absolute passion for safety
has meant the most. As recent tragic
events in Ohio have again unfortu-
nately demonstrated, safety demands
unwavering commitment. At FRA and
ODOT, Jolene urged Vision Zero, that
we must passionately pursue zero inci-
dents and zero casualties. She focused
her agencies on safety root cause, ex-
panding focus beyond mere blind com-
pliance by the regulated community.
During her FRA tenure, the railroad
industry achieved 7 of the safest years
to that time.

Nearly 30 ago in 1996, Jolene brought
together rail labor, rail management,
and other stakeholders to form the
FRA Railroad Safety Advisory Com-
mittee to develop new regulatory
standards through a consensus process.
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