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option—we Kknow that adoption can
provide a permanent, loving home for a
child in need. Recent data show that
adoptions from foster care is declining,
with 12,000 fewer children having been
adopted in 2021 than in 2019. Currently,
more than 100,000 young people in fos-
ter care are waiting for adoption across
our country, including more than 1,000
in my State of Iowa. By improving sup-
port for foster families, we can help in-
crease adoptions for kids who are
placed in foster care.

Moving forward, Congress must con-
tinue to work to find more solutions
and secure better outcomes for youth
in foster care. Whether the best choice
is family reunification or adoption or
living with relatives, the goal is always
and must be the same: to protect kids
from neglect and from abuse and to
provide them with love and with sup-
port.

I urge my colleagues to pass my reso-
lution to recognize May as National
Foster Care Month.

Once again, I will continue to lead ef-
forts with members of our bipartisan
Senate Caucus on Foster Youth to help
these young Americans achieve their
full potential and have a place to call
home for the rest of their lives.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

NOMINATION OF L. FELICE GORORDO

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today in support of
Felice Gorordo, the nominee to be the
U.S. Alternate Executive Director of
the World Bank.

At a time when China is increasingly
willing to use its economic power to
pressure other nations to do its bid-
ding, when Latin America is trying to
recover from the economic impact of
the COVID pandemic, when Putin’s war
in Ukraine threatens the food supply of
developing nations around the world,
strong, dependable leadership at the
World Bank has never been more im-
portant. And Felice Gorordo has the
experience and vision the United
States needs to tackle the challenges
the World Bank faces today.

His journey starts the way mine
does. He is the son of Cuban exiles who
fled dictatorship in their country. His
parents came to the United States in
search of the American dream. His dad
was in law enforcement, and his mom
was a teacher. From them, Felice
learned the importance of public serv-
ice.

He will be a tireless advocate for the
democratic values that our Nation and
both of our families hold so dear, and
he will succeed because of his commit-
ment to helping others, which he has
demonstrated throughout his life and
career.

Felice founded Raices de Esperanza,
which means the ‘‘roots of hope.” It is
a nonprofit that empowers young peo-
ple in Cuba through technology and en-
trepreneurship. He also worked for
both the Bush and Obama administra-
tions in advancing the U.S.’s national
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interests—no matter which party was
in the White House.

He should be in this post because, in
the wake of COVID, his understanding
of finance, economic statecraft, and
technology will help the United States
and its like-minded partners make the
concerted push to prevent economic
collapse in the developing world.

He should be in this post because we
need to make sure that China doesn’t
continue getting away with their ma-
lign influence at the institutions that
we, the United States, created to shape
the international order.

If confirmed to his post at the World
Bank, Felice will advocate for our val-
ues. He will stand up for democracy
and human rights. So I urge my col-
leagues to support the nomination of
Felice Gorordo to the post of U.S. Al-
ternate Executive Director for the
World Bank.

I yield the floor.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 71, L.
Felice Gorordo, of Florida, to be United
States Alternate Executive Director of the
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development for a term of two years.

Charles E. Schumer, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Sherrod Brown, Jack Reed,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Sheldon White-
house, Jeff Merkley, Michael F. Ben-
net, Christopher A. Coons, Brian
Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tim Kaine,
Richard J. Durbin, Christopher Mur-
phy, Patty Murray, Tammy
Duckworth, Margaret Wood Hassan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of L. Felice Gorordo, of Florida, to be
United States Alternate Executive Di-
rector of the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development for a
term of two years, shall be brought to
a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN), the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL), and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘“‘nay” and
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the Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TIiLLIS) would have voted ‘‘nay”’.
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 42, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 116 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Booker Kelly Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Cantyvell Klqpuchar Sinema
gardm I};[uJanh' Smith
arper anchin

Casey Markey '?tabenow

. ester
Collins Menendez Van Hollen
Coons Merkley )
Cortez Masto Murphy Warner
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
Heinrich Romney Young

NAYS—42
Blackburn Fischer Mullin
Boozman Graham Murkowski
Braun Grassley Ricketts
Britt Hagerty Risch
Budd Hawley Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cassidy Johnson Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford Scott (SC)
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thune
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Vance
Ernst Moran Wicker
NOT VOTING—b5
Barrasso Hoeven Tillis
Feinstein Paul
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

WARNOCK). The yeas are 53, the nays
are 42.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

RECOGNIZING R.J. CORMAN
RAILROAD GROUP

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
from the early days of the steam-pow-
ered locomotive to the modern era’s
high-speed rail, Kentucky’s railroads
have been at the heart of our Common-
wealth’s growth and development.
Though railways are no longer our pri-
mary mode of transportation, they re-
main an essential ingredient of Ken-
tucky’s economic success, transporting
the goods and resources that power our
lives. The R.J. Corman Railroad Group,
stationed out of central Kentucky, has
been a driving force in propelling the
rail industry forward. Today, I would
like to recognize this organization’s
contributions to our Commonwealth on
its 50th anniversary.
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The story of this Kentucky railroad
empire begins in 1973 with my good
friend and Nicholasville native, Mr.
Rick Corman. It was just after high
school when Rick founded his first
business venture, R.J. Corman Rail-
road Construction, and, like its found-
er, the company hailed from humble
beginnings.

At 18 years old, Rick started out
making track repairs for major rail-
roads equipped with nothing more than
a backhoe and a red dump truck.
Thanks to his tireless work ethic and
shrewd instincts, Rick grew his humble
operation into what is now the R.J.
Corman Railroad Group, a diversified
portfolio of railroad companies. Rick
would grow his business across 23
States, employ over 1,600 workers, and
expand into a host of verticals that
ranged from short-line railroad oper-
ations to emergency and natural dis-
aster response.

Amid some of our country’s most
horrific floods, blizzards, and hurri-
canes, Rick’s team was on the ground
to assist in recovery and cleanup ef-
forts. When Hurricane Katrina struck
the central Gulf and devastated rail-
road infrastructure across the South,
Rick mobilized his emergency response
crew to repair railways in record time.

In his personal life, Rick and his
company were avid donors to St. Jo-
seph Hospital in Jessamine County, so
much so that the hospital recognized
Rick as its largest philanthropic donor.
The hospital established the R.J.
Corman Ambulatory Care Center in
2008, which continues to serve the com-
munity of Nicholasville to this day.

Tragically, the company lost its
seemingly unstoppable founder 10 years
ago to a hard-fought battle with mul-
tiple myeloma, a blood cancer. Rick
was just 58. Despite his cancer diag-
nosis, Rick would continue to enjoy
life, travel the world, and even run the
Boston Marathon. To this day, his in-
fectious laugh, warm demeanor, and ir-
resistible spirit for life are deeply
missed by his family and loved ones. In
honor of Rick, the company and its em-
ployees contribute to the Richard J.
Corman Multiple Myeloma Fund each
year, which helps support research
work at Harvard’s Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute.

Despite losing its torchbearer, the
company and Rick’s legacy prevailed.
R.J. Corman continues to operate as
one of the leading railroad service pro-
viders in the U.S., serving all seven
major railroads in North America.
Most recently, the company added a
19th railroad to its wide-spanning port-
folio. R.J. Corman’s iconic red train
cars are an unmistakable fixture of
central Kentucky, and the company’s
impact on our Commonwealth con-
tinues to extend beyond its railway
business.

The company remains a worthy cus-
todian of Rick’s name and his legacy of
generosity, compassion, and hard work.
I am proud to honor this classic Amer-
ican success story and celebrate its
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many contributions to the Common-
wealth of Kentucky. I ask my Senate
colleagues to join me in recognizing
R.J. Corman Railroad Group for 50 out-
standing years.

——————

NATIONAL FENTANYL AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, May 9, is National Fentanyl
Awareness Day. In the last 12 months,
over 108,000 Americans have died from
drug overdoses, mainly from fentanyl
and its analogues. Fentanyl overdoses
are the number one cause of death for
Americans between the ages of 18 and
45, so I come to the floor to do two
things.

First, I am here to introduce a bipar-
tisan resolution supporting the goals of
National Fentanyl Awareness Day. The
resolution aims to increase awareness
of the impact of fake or counterfeit
fentanyl pills on families and young
people. And it applauds the work of
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment agencies that combat the pro-
liferation of counterfeit pills.

And second, I am here to reintroduce
my bipartisan legislation, the Stop
Pills That Kill Act. This bill creates
new penalties for counterfeit pill pro-
duction. There is a surge throughout
the United States of counterfeit pills
laced with fentanyl and fentanyl ana-
logues. People unknowingly take these
counterfeit pills. Many of them die.
Drug traffickers have been marketing
and selling these fake pills using social
media. The Stop Pills That Kill Act
will ramp up criminal penalties to
deter this illegal activity and save
lives.

Later this week, the Senate Judici-
ary Committee will mark up another
bill I cosponsor, the Cooper Davis Act.
This bipartisan bill requires social
media companies, the same Dplaces
where these fake pills are being sold, to
report information to Federal Agencies
relating to illicit online fentanyl on
their platforms. The reporting require-
ments will help law enforcement root
out and dismantle international crime
networks and save lives. I look forward
to reporting the bill out of committee
and quickly getting it to the Presi-
dent’s desk.

Whether it is at my roundtables in
Iowa or during my 99-county meetings,
parents continue to come up to me and
tell me about the children they have
lost to fentanyl poisoning. It is heart-
breaking to see the pain on their face
and hear it in their voice, as they share
what the fentanyl crisis has done to
their family.

I hope we see action to move these
bills and permanently schedule
fentanyl related substances. I am as
committed as ever to cracking down on
fentanyl and its analogues, and I hope
my colleagues will join me soon.
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE RICARDO H.
HINOJOSA

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I honor
today Judge Ricardo H. Hinojosa for
his lifelong commitment to the rule of
law, particularly his 40 years of ex-
traordinary service in our Federal judi-
ciary. Currently, Judge Hinojosa is the
longest serving Federal judge remain-
ing in active service.

Born in Rio Grande City, TX, to
Miguel and Josefina Hinojosa, Judge
Hinojosa learned the value of hard
work early on, graduating valedic-
torian from Rio Grande City High
School. Judge Hinojosa then went to
the University of Texas, where he grad-
uated with honors in 1972. Judge Hino-
josa continued his studies at Harvard
Law School. After graduating from
Harvard Law School in 1975, Judge
Hinojosa clerked for a year on the
Texas Supreme Court. Judge Hinojosa
then entered private practice in
McAllen at the law firm Ewers &
Toothaker. Rising to the level of part-
ner in 1979, Judge Hinojosa specialized
in business litigation and employment
law. In 1983, President Reagan nomi-
nated Judge Hinojosa to be a U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas. On May 5, 1983, he re-
ceived his formal commission.

During Judge Hinojosa’s 40 years on
the bench, he has served with distinc-
tion, fairness, and impartiality. His
peers, colleagues, and the Texas legal
community have recognized his im-
mense impact by awarding him the
University of Texas Distinguished
Alumnus Award, the Edward J. Devitt
Distinguished Service to Justice
Award, and the Border Texan of the
Year.

As a district court judge, Judge Hino-
josa has tirelessly worked to improve
the rule of law. Indeed, he has taken on
leadership roles in the Fifth Circuit Ju-
dicial Counsel, the Judicial Conference
of the United States, and on the U.S.
Sentencing Commission. In these var-
ious positions, he has helped craft solu-
tions and made recommendations to
improve sentencing, the operations of
the courts, and access to justice.

Judge Hinojosa’s distinguished serv-
ice extends beyond the courtroom.
Judge Hinojosa served on the board of
directors of the John G. and Marie
Stella Kennedy Memorial foundation,
the board of trustees of the University
of the Incarnate Word, the board of
trustees of the University of Texas Law
School Foundation, and the board of
directors of the Ex Students Associa-
tion of the University of Texas.

It is evident that Judge Hinojosa has
dedicated his life and career to serving
others and improving communities in
Texas and beyond. For this work and
the work that he has still yet to ac-
complish, I would like to recognize
him. Thank you, Judge Hinojosa.
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