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(1) outstanding household debt in the 

United States has increased by 
$2,750,000,000,000 since the end of 2019; 

(2) outstanding student loan balances have 
more than doubled in the last decade to 
nearly $1,600,000,000,000; and 

(3) the share of debt newly transitioning 
into delinquency increased for nearly all 
debt types, following 2 years of historically 
low delinquency transitions; 

Whereas, according to the 2022 report enti-
tled ‘‘Survey of the States: Economic and 
Personal Finance Education in Our Nation’s 
Schools’’ by the Council for Economic Edu-
cation— 

(1) only 25 States require students to take 
an economics course as a high school gradua-
tion requirement; and 

(2) only 23 States require students to take 
a personal finance course as a high school 
graduation requirement, either independ-
ently or as part of an economics course; 

Whereas expanding access to the safe, 
mainstream financial system will provide in-
dividuals with less expensive and more se-
cure options for managing finances and 
building wealth; 

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals 
are prepared— 

(1) to make sound money management de-
cisions about credit, debt, insurance, finan-
cial transactions, and planning for the fu-
ture; and 

(2) to become responsible workers, heads of 
household, investors, entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas financial education in schools in 
the United States is critical to a long-term 
financial inclusion strategy to reach stu-
dents who are not able to get sufficient per-
sonal finance guidance at home; 

Whereas, according to the 2021 report enti-
tled ‘‘Game Changer: The Evaluation of the 
Jump$tart Financial Foundations for Edu-
cators Professional Development Program’’ 
by the Financial Literacy Group, teacher 
training regarding financial education im-
proves student outcomes significantly, espe-
cially among historically underserved stu-
dents; 

Whereas increased financial literacy— 

(1) empowers individuals to make wise fi-
nancial decisions; and 

(2) reduces the confusion caused by an in-
creasingly complex economy; 

Whereas a greater understanding of, and 
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic 
activity and growth; and 

Whereas, in 2003, Congress— 

(1) determined that coordinating Federal 
financial literacy efforts and formulating a 
national strategy is important; and 

(2) in light of that determination, passed 
the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.), estab-
lishing the Financial Literacy and Education 
Commission: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2023 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of personal financial 
education in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe Financial Literacy 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 9—EXPRESSING THE SENSE 
OF CONGRESS THAT THERE IS A 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY WHICH 
DEMANDS A MASSIVE-SCALE MO-
BILIZATION TO HALT, REVERSE, 
AND ADDRESS ITS CON-
SEQUENCES AND CAUSES 

Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
BOOKER, and Mr. WELCH) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works: 

S. CON. RES. 9 

Whereas the 8 warmest years on record 
have now occurred since 2014, with 2016 as 
the hottest year recorded, and each of the 
past 4 decades have been warmer than the 
one preceding; 

Whereas global atmospheric concentra-
tions of the primary global warming pollut-
ant, carbon dioxide— 

(1) have increased, primarily due to human 
activities, including the burning of fossil 
fuels and deforestation, by 40 percent since 
preindustrial times, from 280 parts per mil-
lion to 415 parts per million; 

(2) are rising at a rate of 2 to 3 parts per 
million annually; and 

(3) must be reduced to not more than 350 
parts per million, and likely lower, ‘‘if hu-
manity wishes to preserve a planet similar 
to that on which civilization developed and 
to which life on Earth is adapted’’, according 
to former National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration climatologist Dr. James 
Hansen; 

Whereas global atmospheric concentra-
tions of other global warming pollutants, in-
cluding methane, nitrous oxide, and 
hydrofluorocarbons, have also increased sub-
stantially since preindustrial times, pri-
marily due to human activities, including 
the burning of fossil fuels; 

Whereas climate science and observations 
of climate change impacts, including ocean 
warming, ocean acidification, floods, 
droughts, wildfires, and extreme weather, 
demonstrate that a global rise in concentra-
tions of global warming pollutants is already 
having dangerous impacts on human popu-
lations and the environment; 

Whereas, with the current 1.1 degrees Cel-
sius of warming above preindustrial levels, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration finds that climate change is al-
ready increasing the frequency of extreme 
weather and other climate-related disasters, 
including drought, wildfire, and storms that 
include precipitation; 

Whereas the overall costs of these disasters 
for the United States in 2022 was roughly 
$165,000,000,000, the third highest recorded 
total costs, including 18 separate weather 
and climate disasters which cost at least 
$1,000,000,000 each and caused at least 474 di-
rect or indirect known fatalities; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention finds that there are wide- 
ranging, acute, and fatal public health con-
sequences from climate change that impact 
communities across the United States; 

Whereas, according to the National Cli-
mate and Health Assessment of the United 
States Global Change Research Program, cli-
mate change is a significant threat to the 
health of the people of the United States, 
leading to increased— 

(1) temperature-related deaths and ill-
nesses; 

(2) air quality impacts; 
(3) extreme weather events; 
(4) numbers of vector-borne diseases; 
(5) waterborne illnesses; 

(6) food safety, nutrition, and distribution 
complications; and 

(7) mental health and well-being concerns; 
Whereas environmental and public health 

threats from climate change and climate dis-
asters are not randomly distributed and dis-
proportionately affect low-income commu-
nities and communities of color; 

Whereas the consequences of climate 
change are felt most severely by frontline 
communities and endanger populations made 
especially vulnerable by existing exposure to 
extreme weather events, such as children, 
the elderly, and individuals with pre-existing 
disabilities and health conditions; 

Whereas individuals and families on the 
frontlines of climate change across the 
United States, including territories, living 
with income inequality and poverty, institu-
tional racism, inequity on the basis of gen-
der and sexual orientation, poor infrastruc-
ture, and lack of access to health care, hous-
ing, clean water, and food security are often 
in close proximity to environmental 
stressors or sources of pollution, particularly 
communities of color, indigenous commu-
nities, and low-income communities, which— 

(1) are often the first exposed to the im-
pacts of climate change; 

(2) experience outsized risk because of the 
close proximity of the community to envi-
ronmental hazards and stressors, in addition 
to collocation with waste and other sources 
of pollution; and 

(3) have the fewest resources to mitigate 
those impacts or to relocate, which will ex-
acerbate preexisting challenges; 

Whereas climate change holds grave and 
immediate consequences not just for the 
population of the United States, including 
territories, but for communities across the 
world, particularly those communities in the 
Global South on the frontlines of the climate 
crisis that are at risk of forced displacement; 

Whereas the Department of State, the De-
partment of Defense, and the intelligence 
community have identified climate change 
as a threat to national security, and the De-
partment of Homeland Security views cli-
mate change as a top national security risk; 

Whereas the climatic changes resulting 
from global warming above 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above preindustrial levels, including 
changes resulting from global warming of 
more than 2 degrees Celsius above 
preindustrial levels, are projected to result 
in irreversible, catastrophic changes to pub-
lic health, livelihoods, quality of life, food 
security, water supplies, human security, 
and economic growth; 

Whereas, even with global warming up to 
1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels, 
the planet is projected to experience— 

(1) a significant rise in sea levels; 
(2) extraordinary loss of biodiversity; and 
(3) intensifying droughts, floods, wildfires, 

and other extreme weather events; 
Whereas, according to climate scientists, 

addressing the climate emergency will re-
quire a just phase-out of the use of oil, gas, 
and coal in order to keep the carbon that is 
the primary constituent of fossil fuels in the 
ground and out of the atmosphere; 

Whereas, in 2022, some of the largest oil 
and gas companies in the world reported 
record annual profits and rewarded share-
holders with buybacks while knowingly ex-
acerbating the ongoing climate crisis; 

Whereas the United Nations Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change has deter-
mined that limiting warming through emis-
sions reduction and carbon sequestration 
will require rapid and immediate accelera-
tion and proliferation of ‘‘far-reaching, 
multilevel, and cross-sectoral climate miti-
gation’’ and ‘‘transitions in energy, land, 
urban and rural infrastructure (including 
transport and buildings), and industrial sys-
tems’’; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1426 April 27, 2023 
Whereas, in August 2022, the United States 

took its single most aggressive action to 
tackle the climate crisis and transition to 
create renewable energy solutions when Pub-
lic Law 117-169 (commonly known as the In-
flation Reduction Act of 2022 and referred to 
in this preamble as the ‘‘IRA’’) was signed 
into law by President Biden; 

Whereas the IRA includes $369,000,000,000 
for energy security and climate change, in-
cluding investments in disadvantaged com-
munities, projects that repurpose retired fos-
sil fuel infrastructure and employ displaced 
workers, and setting the United States on 
course for a renewable energy transition as 
soon as possible; 

Whereas the IRA creates new environ-
mental justice block grants, establishes re-
newable energy financing, provides funding 
for Tribal communities to boost climate re-
silience, makes it more affordable to pur-
chase energy efficient and electric appli-
ances, incentivizes domestic manufacturing 
of renewable energy technologies, and will 
boost the renewable energy economy; 

Whereas the passage of the IRA is pro-
jected to reduce global warming emissions in 
the United States between 31 percent to 44 
percent below 2005 levels by 2030; 

Whereas the United Nations Environment 
Programme still found in October 2022 that 
the existing commitments made in the Na-
tionally Determined Contributions since the 
2015 Paris Climate Conference are insuffi-
cient to limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius; 

Whereas urgent governmental action is 
still required to address the severe environ-
mental, economic, social, public health, and 
national security threats posed by the cli-
mate crisis; 

Whereas the massive scope and scale of ac-
tion necessary to stabilize the climate will 
continue to require unprecedented levels of 
public awareness, engagement, and delibera-
tion to develop and implement effective, 
just, and equitable policies to address the 
climate crisis; 

Whereas the United States has a proud his-
tory of collaborative, constructive, massive- 
scale Federal mobilizations of resources and 
labor in order to solve great challenges, such 
as the Interstate Highway System, the Apol-
lo 11 moon landing, Reconstruction, the New 
Deal, and World War II; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States protects the fundamental rights to 
life, liberty, property, and equal protection 
of the laws, and a climate system capable of 
sustaining human life is fundamental to a 
free and ordered society and the preservation 
of those fundamental rights; 

Whereas 18 national governments across 
the world and the European Union have de-
clared a climate emergency, as well as the 
State of Hawaii and more than 190 cities, 
counties, and local jurisdictions in the 
United States; 

Whereas the United States maintains ex-
isting resources and international commit-
ments for bilateral and multilateral assist-
ance to support economically emerging 
countries, including the Green Climate 
Fund, the Clean Technology Fund, the Adap-
tation Fund, the Least Developed Countries 
Fund, and the International Sustainable 
Landscapes programs, which should be sup-
ported with robust funding levels; 

Whereas President Biden also maintains 
existing executive authority under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Mineral Leasing Act 
(30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), the 
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 
1976 (42 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.), the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 
et seq.), the various Acts concerning rivers 
and harbors, the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 

717 et seq.), and the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 
7401 et seq.) that can be used to address the 
ongoing climate crisis; 

Whereas, under these existing authorities, 
the President can phase down the rate of fos-
sil fuel production on Federal lands and in 
Federal waters, limit gas exports, halt ap-
proval of new fossil fuel infrastructure 
projects, establish national limits for green-
house gases, and decarbonize transportation; 

Whereas a national climate emergency 
declaration would further unlock the broad 
powers of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), the Defense Production 
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4501 et seq.), and the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.); 

Whereas such a declaration can be used to 
further reduce greenhouse gas emissions, ad-
dress environmental injustice, invest in 
large scale mitigation and resiliency 
projects, create additional jobs with family- 
sustaining wages and benefits, and ensure a 
just transition to a renewable energy econ-
omy; 

Whereas such a declaration will allow the 
United States to further mobilize domestic 
industry, ramp up domestic manufacturing 
of renewable energy technologies, and deploy 
resilient energy infrastructure; 

Whereas such a declaration can also rein-
state the ban on crude oil exports, suspend 
offshore fossil fuel leases, curb fossil fuel im-
ports, and stop the hundreds of billions of 
dollars in investments in fossil fuel projects 
abroad while taking additional steps toward 
strengthening our emergency preparedness 
for thousands of high-risk communities; 

Whereas such a declaration necessitates 
the adoption of policies and processes rooted 
in principles of racial equity, self-determina-
tion, and democracy, as well as the funda-
mental human rights of all people to clean 
air and water, healthy food, and adequate 
land, education, and shelter, as promulgated 
in the 1991 Principles of Environmental Jus-
tice; 

Whereas frontline communities, Tribal 
governments and communities, people of 
color, and labor unions must be equitably 
and actively engaged in a national climate 
emergency declaration, in such a way that 
aligns with the 1996 Jemez Principles of 
Democratic Organizing, and prioritized 
through local climate mitigation and adap-
tation planning, policy, and program deliv-
ery so that workers in the United States, and 
the communities of those workers, are guar-
anteed a strong, viable economic future; and 

Whereas the United States has an obliga-
tion, as a primary driver of accelerated cli-
mate change, to mobilize at emergency speed 
to ensure the safest climate and environ-
ment possible, not just for communities of 
the United States but for communities 
across the world, particularly those on the 
frontlines of the climate crisis which have 
least contributed to the crisis, and to ac-
count for global and community impacts of 
any actions the United States takes in re-
sponse to the climate crisis: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) climate change caused by human activi-
ties, which increase emissions of greenhouse 
gases, constitutes a climate emergency 
that— 

(A) severely and urgently impacts the eco-
nomic and social well-being, health, safety, 
and national security of the United States; 
and 

(B) demands that the President wield both 
existing authorities and emergency powers 
to ensure a national, social, industrial, and 
economic mobilization of the resources and 
labor of the United States at a massive scale 

to mitigate and prepare for the consequences 
of the climate emergency for current and fu-
ture generations; and 

(2) nothing in this concurrent resolution 
constitutes a declaration of a national emer-
gency for the purposes of any Act of Con-
gress authorizing the exercise, during the pe-
riod of a national emergency or other type of 
declared emergency, of any special or ex-
traordinary power. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
have four requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, April 27, 
2023, at 8 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, April 27, 2023, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, April 
27, 2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, April 27, 
2023, at a.m., to conduct an executive 
business meeting. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions introduced earlier today: S. Res. 
182 and S. Res. 183. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolutions by 
title, en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 182) supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Safe Digging 
Month. 

A resolution (S. Res. 183) celebrating the 
151st anniversary of Arbor Day. 

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to; 
the preambles be agreed to; and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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