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TRIBUTE TO BRYAN NOEL 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Bryan for 
his hard work as an intern in my Cas-
per office. I recognize his efforts and 
contributions to my office, as well as 
to the State of Wyoming. 

Bryan is a native of New Hampshire. 
He attends Arizona State University, 
where he studies political science. He 
has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made him an invaluable 
asset to our office. The quality of his 
work is reflected in his great efforts 
over the last several months. 

I want to thank Bryan for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KODY SMOOT 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Kody for 
his hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to 
the State of Wyoming. 

Kody is a native of Idaho. He re-
cently graduated from Boise State Uni-
versity, where he obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in health informatics and infor-
mation management. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Kody for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING SIMPLY BLOOMING 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
outstanding Iowa small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize Simply Blooming 
of Traer, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

Simply Blooming was founded in 2006 
by Lisa Eikamp as a one-stop shop for 
all of your floral needs. Simply Bloom-
ing has flowers from all over the world 
in store. As an experienced floral de-
signer, Eikamp is able to design and 
accessorize an arrangement for a vari-
ety of events and occasions. Simply 
Blooming’s website boasts a broad 
portfolio of floral designs including 

prom corsages, wedding bouquets, and 
sympathy flowers. In addition to flow-
ers, you can also find a variety of 
plants, home decor, stylish clothing, 
and even boots for sale. 

This year has been a momentous one 
for Simply Blooming. They opened a 
new location in Vinton on the exact 
day of their 17th anniversary of the 
flagship store opening in Traer. The 
second store is called Simply Bloom-
ing, Too, and has already become an in-
tegral part of the Vinton community. 
They had a ribbon cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the occasion, and an Elvis 
Presley impersonator even stopped by 
for the festivities. 

Part of what makes Simply Blooming 
special is their attention to customer 
service. They maintain active social 
media profiles updating customers on 
the arrangements they design, commu-
nity events hosted at Simply Bloom-
ing, and information on all of their new 
products. 

Simply Blooming’s commitment to 
providing flower arrangements for 
every occasion is clear. In 17 years, Ms. 
Eikamp has been able to provide qual-
ity customer service by treating her 
customers like family. I want to com-
mend Lisa Eikamp and the entire team 
at Simply Blooming for their work. 
This business exemplifies the innova-
tive spirit and leadership skills of the 
Iowa entrepreneur. I look forward to 
seeing your continued growth and suc-
cess in Iowa.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT AND LINDA 
BURLOCK 

∑ Ms. HASSAN. Madam President, I 
am honored to recognize Robert and 
Linda Burlock of Berlin as April’s 
Granite Staters of the Month. For half 
a century, the couple has shown tre-
mendous dedication to their commu-
nity by continually welcoming new 
families and residents moving into the 
East Side of Berlin. 

Throughout the time that Robert— 
‘‘Bobby’’—and Linda have lived on 
Grafton Street in Berlin, every time 
newcomers have arrived, they have 
made it their personal mission to wel-
come them. They are the unofficial 
ambassadors for the neighborhood. One 
time, when Bobby saw from across the 
street two newcomers struggling to 
move their furniture, he sprung up to 
help. He originally had taken days off 
of work to relax and lay back, but in-
stead, he spent the next few days help-
ing the newcomers settle in. Another 
time, when a neighbor’s father passed 
away, Bobby helped her clean out her 
father’s garage, a task that would have 
been daunting if done alone. When 
heavy snow covered Grafton Street, 
Bobby would send over a buddy with a 
snow plow to his neighbors’ yards, and 
when their front yards were overgrown 
with grass, he would offer to mow their 
lawns. Linda worked in lockstep with 
her husband to welcome the new-
comers, always inviting them over for 
drinks and quickly forging strong 

friendships. For every new neighbor, 
she would always make a dish to send 
over as a welcome gesture. 

Beyond any single act of assistance, 
Bobby and Linda have developed a 
sense of community in Berlin that is 
truly special. When their longtime 
neighbor and good friend passed away a 
few years ago, a newcomer moved in 
from New Jersey. Although he kept to 
himself at first, Bobby and Linda were 
determined to get to know him, and 
soon enough they were good friends. 
Bobby says that he now sees his new 
neighbor as another son. 

Bobby and Linda’s generosity leaves 
a lasting impact on the people that 
they assist, showing neighbors, new 
and old, that everybody counts. And 
they set an example for all Granite 
Staters by showing that each and every 
one of us can make a difference in our 
own community. I hope that all Gran-
ite Staters are inspired by Bobby and 
Linda’s story and follow their example 
of extending kindness to strangers, 
since our communities are only as 
strong as their individual members. 
Bobby and Linda are a shining example 
of the Granite State spirit of kindness 
and generosity, and I am glad to honor 
the neighborhood spirit that they have 
created on the East Side of Berlin.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING HARRY A. 
ARVIDSON 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Madam President, 
today I would like to honor the life and 
service of a distinguished Montanan 
and World War II veteran, Mr. Harry A. 
Arvidson. 

Harry was a proud patriot who loved 
his country. Never one to shy away 
from service or sacrifice, he answered 
the call to duty during World War II 
following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy submarine 
service in 1942 and left high school be-
fore graduation to serve. 

During his time in uniform, Harry 
served as a ship cook third class for his 
regular duty and radar observer for his 
battle station post. His first assign-
ment was on the USS Pollack, where he 
was a member of the Pollack’s ninth 
war patrol, a patrol that sunk and 
damaged more ships than any of the 
other Pollack patrols conducted in the 
Pacific. At the end of the war, Harry 
was assigned to a 40-man prize crew 
which boarded and seized a surren-
dering Japanese I–400 submarine. Harry 
and the prize crew sailed submarines 
into Tokyo Bay for the surrender cere-
monies. 

After being honorably discharged 
from the Navy in 1946, Harry returned 
to civilian life, married his wife Lola, 
and had two children, Lynda and Scott. 
While Harry was deployed during the 
war, Lola also contributed to the war-
time effort as a member of the Rosie 
the Riveters, working on airplane glid-
ers. 

In 1956, Harry and Lola moved to 
Conrad, MT, where they established 
the Home Cafe on Main Street in Con-
rad. Harry and Lola ran the Home Cafe 
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until 1982, when they retired and passed 
the torch over to Scott and their 
daughter-in-law, who continue to run 
the family business today. Soon after, 
Harry and Lola moved to Lincoln, 
where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. 

Harry was immensely proud of his 
service to the Nation. Since 1972, he 
was a member the U.S. Submarine Vet-
erans of WWII organization, even serv-
ing as the Montana State commander 
for many years. In that role, he helped 
host the 53rd national convention in 
Billings alongside his family. He was 
also a member of the American Legion 
Post 9 in Lincoln and a member of the 
Montana Honor Flight that traveled to 
Washington, DC, in 2012. 

On October 18, 2022, Harry passed 
away at the age of 97 at the Fort Har-
rison VA Hospital, joining Lola—his 
wife of 72 years—who passed in 2019. 
Today, it is my honor to commemorate 
his service and legacy. Harry’s exem-
plary service and that of the entire 
Greatest Generation is what makes our 
country the greatest in the world. He is 
a true patriot who made Montana 
proud, and he will be sorely missed. ∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCY DECLARED 
IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 14059 OF 
DECEMBER 15, 2021, AUTHORIZING 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
AND THE SECRETARY OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY TO ORDER TO 
ACTIVE DUTY SUCH UNITS AND 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE 
READY RESERVE TO ENSURE 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
CAN PROPERLY SUSTAIN ITS 
SUPPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY CON-
CERNING INTERNATIONAL DRUG 
TRAFFICKING ALONG THE 
SOUTHWEST BORDER—PM 9 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Effective today, pursuant to the Na-

tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.) and section 12302 of title 10, 
United States Code, and in order to re-
spond to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 14059 of De-
cember 15, 2021 (Imposing Sanctions on 
Foreign Persons Involved in the Global 
Illicit Drug Trade), I am authorizing 
the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-

retary of Homeland Security to order 
to active duty such units and indi-
vidual members of the Ready Reserve 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
concerned as the Secretary concerned 
considers necessary, consistent with 
the terms of section 12302 of title 10, 
United States Code. The authorities 
that have been invoked will ensure the 
Department of Defense can properly 
sustain its support of the Department 
of Homeland Security concerning 
international drug trafficking along 
the Southwest Border. 

A copy of the Executive Order I have 
issued is enclosed. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 27, 2023. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1353. An act to direct the Federal 
Communications Commission to issue rules 
for the provision of emergency connectivity 
service, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1353. An act to direct the Federal 
Communications Commission to issue rules 
for the provision of emergency connectivity 
service, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment: 

S. 349. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to authorize the appointment of 
spouses of members of the Armed Forces who 
are on active duty, disabled, or deceased to 
positions in which the spouses will work re-
motely (Rept. No. 118–14). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

S. 933. A bill to amend the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 to 
modify requirements relating to data centers 
of certain Federal agencies, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 118–15). 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ for the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Ann Marie Yastishock, of Pennsylvania, a 
Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv-
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the Inde-
pendent State of Papua New Guinea, and to 

serve concurrently and without additional 
compensation as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Solomon Islands and Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Vanuatu. 

Nominee: Ann Marie Yastishock. 
Post: Ambassador Extraordinary and Plen-

ipotentiary to the Independent State of 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and the 
Republic of Vanuatu. 

(The following is a list of members of my 
immediate family. I have asked each of these 
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
tributions made by them. To the best of my 
knowledge, the information contained in this 
report is complete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
None. 

Elizabeth H. Richard, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Career Minister, to be Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism, with the rank and status 
of Ambassador at Large. 

Nominee: Elizabeth H. Richard. 
Post: Coordinator for Counterterrorism, 

with the rank of Ambassador. 
(The following is a list of members of my 

immediate family. I have asked each of these 
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
tributions made by them. To the best of my 
knowledge, the information contained in this 
report is complete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
Self: none. 

Elizabeth Rood, of Pennsylvania, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Turkmenistan. 

Nominee: Elizabeth Rood. 
Post: Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. 
(The following is a list of members of my 

immediate family. I have asked each of these 
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
tributions made by them. To the best of my 
knowledge, the information contained in this 
report is complete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
Act Blue (Biden Presidential Campaign), 
$199.00, 10/19/2020, self; Act Blue (Biden Presi-
dential Campaign), $15.00, 10/9/2020, self; Sen-
ate Majority PAC, $50, 5/9/2021, self. 

Eric W. Kneedler, of Pennsylvania, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Rwanda. 

Nominee: Eric William Kneedler. 
Post: Republic of Rwanda. 
(The following is a list of members of my 

immediate family. I have asked each of these 
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
tributions made by them. To the best of my 
knowledge, the information contained in this 
report is complete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
Self: None. 
Spouse: None. 

Hugo Yue-Ho Yon, of California, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
Maldives. 

Nominee: Hugo Yue-Ho Yon. 
Post: Republic of Maldives. 
(The following is a list of members of my 

immediate family. I have asked each of these 
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
tributions made by them. To the best of my 
knowledge, the information contained in this 
report is complete and accurate.) 
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