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began his Overland Campaign, Union
forces took the rebel capital of Rich-
mond and broke the back of Confed-
erate resistance.

U.S. Grant wasn’t a great general
simply because he won the war. He was
also great because he never lost sight
of the first goal of the war: to reunite
our shattered Republic and restore the
“bonds of affection” and ‘‘mystic
chords of memory”’ between Ameri-
cans, North and South. Instead of
humiliating Lee at Appomattox Court-
house, Grant offered him generous and
honorable terms. Uncompromising in
war, Grant was magnanimous in peace.
He allowed Confederate officers to keep
their sidearms and horses, did not de-
mand Lee’s sword, and promised not to
prosecute rebels who laid down their
arms. And as Lee departed the court-
house, Grant and his staff took off
their hats in respect, a small act for
the victors, but an extraordinary ges-
ture to the defeated Confederates.

Today, if you travel to his memorial
and final resting place in New York
City, you will see his four-word 1868
Presidential campaign slogan etched
into stone, which summarizes the pray-
er of every soldier. Those words read
“Let Us Have Peace.”

Our country may not exist today if it
weren’t for Ulysses S. Grant. It may
have been shattered and divided forever
by civil strife, but for one man. That is
why I was pleased last year to sponsor
his posthumously promotion to the
rank of General of the Armies of the
United States, the highest rank in the
U.S. military only held by George
Washington and John Pershing.

This was an important step towards
recognizing the greatness of a too often
neglected hero in our Nation’s past. His
close friend, General Sherman, reput-
edly said that he didn’t understand
Grant and didn’t believe Grant under-
stood himself. And for decades, our Na-
tion too has misunderstood this Amer-
ican giant. But as we reflect upon his
accomplishments two centuries after
his birth, we realize how great they
were and how extraordinary he was. I
hope that we continue to reclaim this
exceptional and noble American’s leg-
acy.

RECOGNIZING GIFFORDS

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the 10-year anni-
versary of an organization that has
been instrumental in our efforts to pro-
tect kids and families from gun vio-
lence: Giffords, the organization found-
ed by former Congresswoman and gun
violence victim, Gabby Giffords.

This anniversary is particularly im-
portant to me because Gabby Giffords
and I were in the same House of Rep-
resentatives freshman class in 2007. Our
offices were right next to each other,
and we became fast friends, dreaming
up the idea for supermarket office
hours called ‘“‘Congress on Your Cor-
ner.” Four years later, on January 8,
2011, Gabby was shot in the head at one

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

of those events. Eighteen others were
also shot, and six died. She almost lost
her life that day and began a very long
road to recovery.

But my friend Gabby is a fighter, and
she doesn’t back down. Two years after
she was shot and just 25 days after 20
children and six educators were killed
at Sandy Hook Elementary School, she
launched an organization dedicated to
the fight to end gun violence. Today,
that organization is known as Giffords.

Giffords and the gun violence preven-
tion movement spent the next decade
growing stronger, more determined,
and more convinced that the righteous-
ness of our cause would eventually pre-
vail. Gabby and her organization chan-
neled the outrage and frustration of
millions Americans into action. Across
the country, they helped to pass 525
lifesaving laws that make sure guns
only end up in the hands of responsible,
law-abiding Americans. They took on
the gun lobby in State legislatures and
the courts. They raised awareness, re-
cruited volunteers, and registered new
voters.

On May 24, 2022, at Robb Elementary
School, an all too familiar tragedy
struck, 19 children and 2 teachers shot
and killed in their classroom. A weary
American public once again called on
Congress to act, and for the first time
in 30 years, it did. One month later,
President Biden signed into law the Bi-
partisan Safer Communities Act, legis-
lation to tighten our gun laws, invest
in mental health services, and make
our schools and communities safer.

That historic piece of legislation
would not have been possible without
Gabby Giffords. In the face of unimagi-
nable adversity, Gabby spent a decade
helping to build a gun violence preven-
tion movement more powerful than the
gun lobby. The Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act is just the beginning, and
we will keep fighting to end the
scourge of gun violence in this country
together.

In reflection of Giffords’ 10-year anni-
versary, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing their tireless advocacy
to end gun violence and honoring my
personal hero, Gabby Giffords.

TRIBUTE TO RILEY COBURN

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Riley for
her hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Riley is a native of Upton. She re-
cently graduated from the University
of Wyoming, where she obtained a
bachelor’s degree in international stud-
ies. She has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Riley for her dedica-
tion to our office. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team.
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TRIBUTE TO SOPHIA JARAMILLO

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Sophia for
her hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Republican Conference. I recognize
her efforts and contributions to my of-
fice, as well as to the State of Wyo-
ming.

Sophia is a native of Tennessee. She
attends the University of Mississippi,
where she studies journalism and Span-
ish. She has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Sophia for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.

————

TRIBUTE TO KATIE JOHNSON

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Katie for
her hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Katie is a native of Casper. She at-
tends the University of Wyoming,
where she studies international rela-
tions, philosophy, and Spanish. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Katie for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.

———

TRIBUTE TO DAVID “GUNNER”
KELLY

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Gunner for
his hard work as an intern in my Cas-
per office. I recognize his efforts and
contributions to my office, as well as
to the State of Wyoming.

Gunner is a native of Mississippi. He
is currently attending Casper College
and plans to attend the University of
Wyoming in the fall. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Gunner for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.
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TRIBUTE TO BRYAN NOEL

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Bryan for
his hard work as an intern in my Cas-
per office. I recognize his efforts and
contributions to my office, as well as
to the State of Wyoming.

Bryan is a native of New Hampshire.
He attends Arizona State University,
where he studies political science. He
has demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made him an invaluable
asset to our office. The quality of his
work is reflected in his great efforts
over the last several months.

I want to thank Bryan for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.

———

TRIBUTE TO KODY SMOOT

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Kody for
his hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to
the State of Wyoming.

Kody is a native of Idaho. He re-
cently graduated from Boise State Uni-
versity, where he obtained a bachelor’s
degree in health informatics and infor-
mation management. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Kody for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING SIMPLY BLOOMING

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an
outstanding Iowa small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Simply Blooming
of Traer, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week.

Simply Blooming was founded in 2006
by Lisa Eikamp as a one-stop shop for
all of your floral needs. Simply Bloom-
ing has flowers from all over the world
in store. As an experienced floral de-
signer, Eikamp is able to design and
accessorize an arrangement for a vari-
ety of events and occasions. Simply
Blooming’s website boasts a broad
portfolio of floral designs including
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prom corsages, wedding bouquets, and
sympathy flowers. In addition to flow-
ers, you can also find a variety of
plants, home decor, stylish clothing,
and even boots for sale.

This year has been a momentous one
for Simply Blooming. They opened a
new location in Vinton on the exact
day of their 17th anniversary of the
flagship store opening in Traer. The
second store is called Simply Bloom-
ing, Too, and has already become an in-
tegral part of the Vinton community.
They had a ribbon cutting ceremony to
celebrate the occasion, and an Elvis
Presley impersonator even stopped by
for the festivities.

Part of what makes Simply Blooming
special is their attention to customer
service. They maintain active social
media profiles updating customers on
the arrangements they design, commu-
nity events hosted at Simply Bloom-
ing, and information on all of their new
products.

Simply Blooming’s commitment to
providing flower arrangements for
every occasion is clear. In 17 years, Ms.
Eikamp has been able to provide qual-
ity customer service by treating her
customers like family. I want to com-
mend Lisa Eikamp and the entire team
at Simply Blooming for their work.
This business exemplifies the innova-
tive spirit and leadership skills of the
Iowa entrepreneur. I look forward to
seeing your continued growth and suc-
cess in Towa.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT AND LINDA
BURLOCK

e Ms. HASSAN. Madam President, I
am honored to recognize Robert and
Linda Burlock of Berlin as April’s
Granite Staters of the Month. For half
a century, the couple has shown tre-
mendous dedication to their commu-
nity by continually welcoming new
families and residents moving into the
East Side of Berlin.

Throughout the time that Robert—
“Bobby”’—and Linda have lived on
Grafton Street in Berlin, every time
newcomers have arrived, they have
made it their personal mission to wel-
come them. They are the unofficial
ambassadors for the neighborhood. One
time, when Bobby saw from across the
street two newcomers struggling to
move their furniture, he sprung up to
help. He originally had taken days off
of work to relax and lay back, but in-
stead, he spent the next few days help-
ing the newcomers settle in. Another
time, when a neighbor’s father passed
away, Bobby helped her clean out her
father’s garage, a task that would have
been daunting if done alone. When
heavy snow covered Grafton Street,
Bobby would send over a buddy with a
snow plow to his neighbors’ yards, and
when their front yards were overgrown
with grass, he would offer to mow their
lawns. Linda worked in lockstep with
her husband to welcome the new-
comers, always inviting them over for
drinks and quickly forging strong

S1415

friendships. For every new neighbor,
she would always make a dish to send
over as a welcome gesture.

Beyond any single act of assistance,
Bobby and Linda have developed a
sense of community in Berlin that is
truly special. When their longtime
neighbor and good friend passed away a
few years ago, a newcomer moved in
from New Jersey. Although he kept to
himself at first, Bobby and Linda were
determined to get to know him, and
soon enough they were good friends.
Bobby says that he now sees his new
neighbor as another son.

Bobby and Linda’s generosity leaves
a lasting impact on the people that
they assist, showing neighbors, new
and old, that everybody counts. And
they set an example for all Granite
Staters by showing that each and every
one of us can make a difference in our
own community. I hope that all Gran-
ite Staters are inspired by Bobby and
Linda’s story and follow their example
of extending Kkindness to strangers,
since our communities are only as
strong as their individual members.
Bobby and Linda are a shining example
of the Granite State spirit of kindness
and generosity, and I am glad to honor
the neighborhood spirit that they have
created on the East Side of Berlin.e

———

REMEMBERING HARRY A.
ARVIDSON

e Mr. TESTER. Madam President,
today I would like to honor the life and
service of a distinguished Montanan
and World War II veteran, Mr. Harry A.
Arvidson.

Harry was a proud patriot who loved
his country. Never one to shy away
from service or sacrifice, he answered
the call to duty during World War II
following the attack on Pearl Harbor.
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy submarine
service in 1942 and left high school be-
fore graduation to serve.

During his time in uniform, Harry
served as a ship cook third class for his
regular duty and radar observer for his
battle station post. His first assign-
ment was on the USS Pollack, where he
was a member of the Pollack’s ninth
war patrol, a patrol that sunk and
damaged more ships than any of the
other Pollack patrols conducted in the
Pacific. At the end of the war, Harry
was assigned to a 40-man prize crew
which boarded and seized a surren-
dering Japanese I-400 submarine. Harry
and the prize crew sailed submarines
into Tokyo Bay for the surrender cere-
monies.

After being honorably discharged
from the Navy in 1946, Harry returned
to civilian life, married his wife Lola,
and had two children, Lynda and Scott.
While Harry was deployed during the
war, Lola also contributed to the war-
time effort as a member of the Rosie
the Riveters, working on airplane glid-
ers.

In 1956, Harry and Lola moved to
Conrad, MT, where they established
the Home Cafe on Main Street in Con-
rad. Harry and Lola ran the Home Cafe
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