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Congress needs to stop this chaos and
needless, avoidable suffering by passing
the Women’s Health Protection Act to
restore abortion access across the
country.

——

REMEMBERING JOHN D. COONEY,
SR.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, ear-
lier this year, Chicago—and the entire
legal world—lost a giant. John Devitt
Cooney, Sr., a titan of trial law, passed
away at the age of 68. He was a skilled
litigator who used his brilliant legal
mind, charm, quick wit, and sense of
humor to help everyday ‘‘Davids’ in
the never-ending battle against cor-
porate ‘‘Goliaths.”” John may have
been born for the role.

His father, Robert Cooney, Sr.,
served in World War II, returned
home—GI benefits in hand—and at-
tended Loyola University School of
Law in Chicago. When he graduated
from law school, Robert worked in the
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
before setting up a successful personal
injury firm. John followed suit.

Born and raised in Oak Park, IL,
John graduated from Fenwick High
School and went on to attend George-
town University for his undergraduate
studies. During his years at George-
town, he briefly worked on Capitol
Hill. It was the 1970s: an era of disco,
tie-dye, and Watergate. While John
may not have been all that interested
in politics at the time, his experience
on Capitol Hill enhanced his interest in
the law.

John finished his studies at George-
town and moved back to Illinois to at-
tend Loyola University School of Law
in Chicago. His first job out of law
school was as a Cook County Assistant
State’s Attorney, just like his father,
where he worked within the Felony
Trial Division. It was a formative expe-
rience for John. As a young lawyer, he
developed a deep empathy for how
wrongful acts hurt victims and their
families. It was there where he honed
his craft, spending invaluable time in
the courtroom, selecting juries, devel-
oping trial strategies, and presenting
cases to juries.

After b years, in 1985, John joined his
father, his brother Robert, Jr., and his
future partner Kevin Conway, at the
Chicago personal injury firm, Cooney &
Stenn. John made partner in just five
years at the firm that would become
Cooney & Conway, one of the leading
personal injury and wrongful death
firms in the United States. John ex-
celled in cases related to construction
accidents and product liability, and he
had a strong commitment to helping
individuals in asbestos exposure cases.

Some may have only heard of ‘‘asbes-
tos” or ‘“‘mesothelioma’” through late-
night television commercials or radio
ads. If that is the case, they are fortu-
nate. Asbestos is a strong, heat resist-
ant fiber that can be found in many
building materials, such as insulation,
roofing shingles, and pipe coverings.
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Inhaling these fibers can have dev-
astating health consequences. As early
as the 1930s, public health professionals
were sounding the alarm about the
dangers of exposure to asbestos. Yet,
for decades, some companies ignored
the risks, putting profits above the
health and well-being of employees and
consumers.

Between 1940 and 1979, nearly 30 mil-
lion workers were exposed to asbestos,
and around one-third of those workers
were veterans. To this day, exposure to
asbestos is the only known cause of
mesothelioma, an aggressive and incur-
able form of cancer in which a tumor
develops in the protective lining of
lungs, and slowly compresses until the
victim suffocates. It can take years to
discover mesothelioma, and by the
time it is discovered, the victim often
only has several months to live.

John and his team at Cooney &
Conway focused on holding the compa-
nies that put profits over people ac-
countable and doing right by victims
and their families. And they were suc-
cessful, obtaining more than $20 billion
for victims and their families, includ-
ing a $200 million asbestos exposure
settlement that was the largest per-
sonal injury settlement in the history
of Illinois. While compensation does
little to ease the pain or the loss of a
loved one to this devastating disease,
John’s efforts protected victims’ rights
to justice and gave them a voice
against powerful corporations.

John’s legacy goes well beyond the
courtroom. In 2014, John became presi-
dent of the Illinois Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation, an organization of more than
2,000 members that has served the in-
terests of plaintiffs’ attorneys and con-
sumers since 1952. He also was the
founding chairman of the mass torts
litigation committee for the American
Bar Association, and he served as an
elected governor of the American Asso-
ciation for Justice, the leading voice
for trial lawyers at the national level.

John and his firm also gave back.
Cooney & Conway provided more than
$1 million to support the work of Dr.
Hedy Lee Kindler, one of the Nation’s
leading mesothelioma researchers at
the University of Chicago Medicine
Comprehensive Cancer Center, a lead-
ing mesothelioma research and treat-
ment center. John also served on the
boards of the University of Chicago
Medical Center and Lurie Children’s

Hospital.
Holding large manufacturers and the
wealthiest corporations accountable

was not just a professional endeavor.
For John, it was personal. Everyday
folks—pipefitters, laborers, construc-
tion workers, members of ‘“The Great-
est Generation’”—those are the people
for whom John gladly went to bat. He
knew these were people whose only
error was venturing into a hazardous
workplace, putting in a hard day’s
work, and daring to breathe, to try to
make a good life for themselves and
their families.

Earlier this year, Loretta and I gath-
ered with John’s family and friends at
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0Old St. Pat’s Church in Chicago, to say
farewell to John and celebrate the
light that he brought into this world.
John’s many friends filled every pew.

Loretta and I extend our sincerest
condolences to Barbara, his loving wife
of 35 years; his daughter Elizabeth
(Matt); his sons Devitt (Bess); and
Bobby (Hutton); his brother Robert,
Jr., (Loretta); his entire family; and
his many friends and colleagues. John’s
legacy and contributions to the law, to
Chicago, and to our Nation will not be
forgotten.

————
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President,
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-32, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Norway for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $1 billion. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.

Sincerely,
MIKE MILLER,
(for James A. Hursch, Director).
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-32
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Norway.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $.550 billion.

Other $.450 billion.

Total $1.000 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Six (6) MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters.

Fifteen (15) T-700-GE-401C Engines (12 in-
stalled, 3 spares).

Nine (9) Link 16 Multifunctional Informa-
tion Distribution Systems Joint Tactical
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Radio Systems (MIDS JTRS) (6 installed, 3
spares).

Eighteen (18) Embedded Global Positioning
System/Precise Positioning Service (GPS/
PPS)/Inertial Navigation Systems (EGI) with
Selective Availability/Anti-Spoofing Module
(SAASM) (12 installed, 6 spares).

Six (6) Airborne Low Frequency Sonars
(ALFS) (aircraft provisions only).

Non-MDE: Also included are Mb514 impulse
cartridge/cartridge actuated devices; MJ20
cartridge actuated thruster/cartridge actu-
ated devices; WBb53 fire extinguisher car-
tridge/cartridge actuated devices; CCU-136A/
A impulse cartridge; GAU-21 crew-served
guns (including pintle and laser pointer); AN/
ARC-210 RT-2036 radios with Communica-
tions Security (COMSEC); AN/AAR-47 mis-
sile warning systems; AN/APX-123 Identifica-
tion Friend or Foe (IFF) transponders; AN/
ALE-47 dispensers; Electronic Counter-
measures; Advanced Data Transfer Systems
(ADTS); AN/AAS-44C(V) Multi-Spectral Tar-
geting Systems; Identification Friend or Foe
Mode 4/5 Cryptographic Applique, KIV-T78;
Joint Mission Planning Systems (JMPS);
AN/ARQ-59 Hawklink radio terminals; Train-
ing Simulators/Operational Machine Inter-
face Assistants (ATS/OMIA); Aviation Main-
tenance Weapons Loading Trainer (AMWLT);
Tactical Operational Flight Trainer (TOFT);
AN/ALQ-210 Electronic Support Measures
(ESM) systems; APS-153(V) multi-mode ra-
dars; spare engine containers; spare and re-
pair parts; support and test equipment; com-
munications equipment; ferry support; publi-
cations and technical documentation; per-
sonnel training and training equipment; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services; ob-
solescence engineering, integration, and test
activities required to ensure readiness for
the production of the Norwegian MH-60R
helicopters; and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (NO-P-
SAR).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: NO-P-GFF.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 26, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Norway—Defense Articles and Services Re-
lated to the MH-60R Multi-Mission Heli-
copters
The Government of Norway has requested

to buy six (6) MH-60R Multi-Mission Heli-

copters; fifteen (15) T-700-GE-401C engines

(12 installed, 3 spares); nine (9) Link 16

Multifunctional Information Distribution

Systems Joint Tactical Radio Systems

(MIDS JTRS) (6 installed, 3 spares); eighteen

(18) Embedded Global Positioning System/

Precise Positioning Service (GPS/PPS)/Iner-

tial Navigation Systems (EGI) with Selec-

tive Availability/Anti-Spoofing Module

(SAASM) (12 installed, 6 spares); and six (6)

Airborne Low Frequency Sonars (ALFS) (air-

craft provisions only). Also included are

M514 impulse cartridge/cartridge actuated

devices; MJ20 cartridge actuated thruster/

cartridge actuated devices; WBb53 fire extin-
guisher cartridge/cartridge actuated devices;

CCU-136A/A impulse cartridges; GAU-21 crew

served guns (including pintle and laser point-

er); AN/ARC-210 RT-2036 radios with Commu-
nications Security (COMSEC); AN/AAR-47
missile warning systems; AN/APX-123 Identi-
fication Friend or Foe (IFF) transponders;

AN/ALE-47 dispensers; Electronic Counter-

measures; Advanced Data Transfer Systems
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(ADTS); AN/AAS-44C(V) Multi-Spectral Tar-
geting Systems; Identification Friend or Foe
Mode 4/5 Cryptographic Applique, KIV-T8;
Joint Mission Planning Systems (JMPS);
AN/ARQ-59 Hawklink radio terminals; Train-
ing Simulators/Operational Machine Inter-
face Assistants (ATS/OMIA); Aviation Main-
tenance Weapons Loading Trainer (AMWLT);
Tactical Operational Flight Trainer (TOFT);
AN/ALQ-210 Electronic Support Measures
(ESM) systems; APS-153(V) multi-mode ra-
dars; spare engine containers; spare and re-
pair parts; support and test equipment; com-
munications equipment; ferry support; publi-
cations and technical documentation; per-
sonnel training and training equipment; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services; ob-
solescence engineering, integration, and test
activities required to ensure readiness for
the production of the Norwegian MH-60R
helicopters; and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support. The total esti-
mated program cost is $1 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is an important
force for political stability and economic
progress in Europe.

The proposed sale will improve Norway’s
capability to perform search and rescue,
anti-surface, and anti-submarine warfare
missions along with the ability to perform
secondary missions, including vertical re-
plenishment and communications relay. Nor-
way will use the enhanced capability as a de-
terrent to regional threats and to strengthen
its homeland defense. Norway will have no
difficulty absorbing these helicopters and
support into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Lockheed
Martin Rotary and Mission Systems, Owego,
New York. The purchaser has requested off-
sets. Any offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and the
contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require multiple trips by U.S. Government
representatives and the assignment of con-
tractor representatives to Norway on an
intermittent basis over the life of the case to
support delivery and integration of items
and to provide supply support management,
inventory control, and equipment famil-
iarization. In addition, there will be up to
four (4) contractor representatives in Nor-
way full-time for the duration of the case.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-32
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopter
focuses primarily on anti-submarine warfare
(ASW) and anti-surface warfare (ASuW) mis-
sions. The MH-60R also performs search and
rescue, naval gunfire support, surveillance,
communications relay, logistics support,
personnel transfer, and vertical replenish-
ment missions. The MH-60R carries several
sensors and data links to enhance its ability
to work in a network centric battle group
and as an extension of its home ship or main
operating base. The mission equipment sub-
system consists of the following sensors and
subsystems: an acoustics system capable of,
but not configured for, future dipping sonar
and sonobuoy operations, Multi-Mode Radar
(MMR) with integral Identification Friend or
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Foe (IFF) interrogator, radios with
COMSEC, Electronic Support Measures
(ESM), Integrated Self-Defense (ISD), and
Multi-Spectral Targeting System (MTS).
The aircraft processes sensor data onboard,
and transmits data via Common Data Link
(CDL) (also referred to as Hawklink). The
aircraft is night vision compatible. It can
carry AGM-114A/B/K/N Hellfire missiles, as
well as MK 46/54 torpedoes to engage surface
and sub-surface targets. The MH-60R Multi-
Mission Helicopter is capable of carrying the
Airborne Low Frequency Sonars (ALFS),
GAU-61 Digital Rocket Launchers, Advanced
Precision Kill Weapons System (APKWS),
GAU-21 crew-served guns, and M240 crew-
served guns.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system
effectiveness or be used in the development
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities.

4. A determination has been made that
Norway can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Nor-
way.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President,
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-34, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Norway for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $166 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
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