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a very compelling book, who has been
elected by the people of Ohio, and
whom I expect to have the opportunity
to get to know. We have only served to-
gether now for several months, and
today was literally the first time we
had exchanged words.

So I hope there will be more reason
and more substance to his opposition
to this nominee than what I heard on
the floor tonight, and I look forward to
engaging with him in that discussion
and that debate.

With that, I conclude my remarks on
this particular topic, and once handed
the closing remarks, will speak briefly
and then close the floor.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J. HELLER

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I recognize the distinguished career,
public service, and leadership of Thom-
as J. Heller.

Tom has served as president and CEO
of Missouri River Energy Services for
30 years, joining the company in 1992 as
its fourth CEO since the organization’s
founding in 1965. After leading the or-
ganization for three decades, Tom an-
nounced his retirement, effective June
30, 2023.

Under his leadership, Missouri River
Energy Services navigated a changing
energy landscape to provide reliable
and resilient electricity to 61 member
communities across South Dakota,
Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota.
Tom’s hard work has certainly not
gone unnoticed. In 2014, he was the re-
cipient of the American Public Power
Association’s Alan H. Richardson
Statesmanship Award, and, in 2020, he
received the Mark Crisson Leadership
and Managerial Excellence Award.
Tom’s colleagues speak highly of both
his work and his character, and his de-
parture will certainly leave big shoes
to fill.

Before joining Missouri River Energy
Services, Tom worked for the Moor-
head Public Service Department for 16
years, including 7 years as general
manager. Nationally, Tom serves on
the executive committee of the Trans-
mission Access Policy Study Group,
the Missouri Basin Power Project Man-
agement Committee of Laramie River
Station, and the American Public
Power Association’s CEO Climate
Change and Generation Policy Task
Force.

Following his retirement, Tom plans
to spend more time with his grandkids
Graham and Matilda. I am grateful for
his commitment to public service, his
hard work on behalf of Missouri River
Energy Services and its member com-
munities, and, more importantly, I am
proud to call him a friend.

I commend Tom for his many great
contributions throughout his long ca-
reer and wish him all the best in his
well-earned retirement.
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RECOGNIZING THE IOWA HAWK-
EYES WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
on behalf of the Hawkeye State, I am
proud to congratulate the Iowa wom-
en’s basketball team for a historic run
in the NCAA Division I basketball
tournament. All season long, the
Hawkeyes played before sellout crowds
at Carver-Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City.
Fans from across the State got swept
up in the adrenaline rush of remark-
able athleticism and a fast-paced of-
fense that delivered high-scoring
games and thrilling victories through-
out the regular season, from the home
court buzzer beater against second-
ranked Indiana on February 26, to
bringing home the hardware on March
5 from the Big 10 Championship game
at ‘““Carver North” at the Target Center
in Minneapolis.

Leading the team to its fifth Big 10
Conference Tournament title, Iowa’s
homegrown guard Caitlin Clark wowed
the world all season long, setting the
bar higher and higher and delivering
one of many historic firsts yet to come
in postseason play, namely the first 40-
point triple-double in NCAA tour-
nament history. Only after, the West
Des Moines native and stellar student-
athlete from Dowling Catholic High
School registered the third triple-dou-
ble in Big 10 tournament history, the
first time ever in the championship
game. Clark’s phenomenal ability to
connect with teammates in transition,
net 3 pointers from half court, and
score lay-ups and jumpers while being
double-teamed captured the attention
of the entire country. From one game
to the next, Clark’s trademark ability
to swish a basket from the logo mes-
merizes spectators, bewilders the de-
fense, and opens up opportunities for
her teammates to shine. A sensational
athlete, Clark earned player of the
yvear from multiple outlets this season.

Throughout the thrilling contests
during Iowa’s deep run in the NCAA
tournament, Hawkeye fans from
around the world and across the State
of Towa were thrilled with pride to be
along for the ride. The journey began
at home on St. Patrick’s Day with a re-
sounding win over Southeastern Lou-
isiana 95-48. In the second round, the
Hawkeyes beat Georgia 74-66 before a
sellout crowd in Iowa City before ad-
vancing to the Sweet 16 against Colo-
rado and on to face Louisville in the
Elite Eight at Climate Pledge Arena in
Seattle, WA. The spellbinding team-
work the Iowa Hawkeyes brought to
the court broke attendance records for
Women’s NCAA tournament regional
play as they locked in 87-77 and 97-83
victories, respectively, to punch their
ticket to the Final Four at the Amer-
ican Airlines Center in Dallas. Next up,
a contest against the defending cham-
pion South Carolina, who was on a 42-
game winning streak. In a spectacular
upset on Friday, March 31, the Iowa
Hawkeyes secured a spot in the na-
tional championship game with a 77-73
victory over the Gamecocks.
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The electrifying victories and hard-
fought contests during the 2022/23 sea-
son made household names of Hawkeye
starters Caitlin Clark, Monica Czinano,
Gabbie Marshall, McKenna Warnock,
and Kate Martin, led by an outstanding
coaching team captained by head coach
Lisa Bluder and associate head coach
Jan Jensen, both homegrown products
of ITowa women’s basketball. I am proud
to share an alma mater with Coach
Bluder, where she earned her way into
the Panther record books at the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa. Widely re-
spected as workhorses through their
high school and collegiate careers, this
dynamic coaching team has built a pro-
gram for the ages that will inspire and
attract future basketball players for
years to come.

With nearly 10 million viewers for
the championship game against the
LSU Tigers, this historic match-up of-
fered both teams their first oppor-
tunity in program history to bring
home the national title. It was the
most-watched women’s basketball
game in history. If what is past is pro-
logue, the sellout crowds and record-
breaking TV ratings will continue.

This magical season started at home
on November 7, continuing with an ex-
hilarating run through March Madness
all the way to April 2, taking the Iowa
Hawkeyes to the second Final Four in
program history and its first appear-
ance in the NCAA title game. The elec-
trifying ride unified our State, even
coalescing fans with die-hard rivalries
in their bloodstreams. To be sure, I
watched every minute and couldn’t
take my eyes off the game when the
Hawkeyes were playing. Iowans
cloaked themselves in Black and Gold
to cheer for the Hawkeyes and women’s
basketball on the national stage.

Although the final score in the cham-
pionship game didn’t deliver the vic-
tory the coaches and players worked
their tails off to bring home, the State
of Iowa, the University of Iowa, and fu-
ture generations of players received a
priceless victory from this extraor-
dinary season. The Iowa Hawkeyes
women’s basketball team made Iowa
proud. This team has earned a place in
our hearts, and we can’t wait to watch
and cheer for you next season and for
generations to come. On behalf of the
Hawkeye State, I congratulate you for
an outstanding season that made his-
tory, put all eyes on Iowa, and cata-
pulted women’s basketball to soaring
new heights on the horizon and beyond.
Go Hawks.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President,
the Committee on Foreign Relations
has adopted rules governing its proce-
dures for the 118th Congress. Pursuant
to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, on behalf
of myself and Senator RISCH, I ask
unanimous consent that a copy of the
committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS

(Adopted February 27, 2023)
RULE 1—JURISDICTION

(a) Substantive.—In accordance with Senate
Rule XXV.1(j)(1), the jurisdiction of the com-
mittee shall extend to all proposed legisla-
tion, messages, petitions, memorials, and
other matters relating to the following sub-
jects:

1. Acquisition of land and buildings for em-
bassies and legations in foreign countries.

2. Boundaries of the United States.

3. Diplomatic service.

4. Foreign economic, military, technical,
and humanitarian assistance.

5. Foreign loans.

6. International activities of the American
National Red Cross and the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

7. International aspects of nuclear energy,
including nuclear transfer policy.

8. International conferences and con-
gresses.

9. International law as it relates to foreign
policy.

10. International Monetary Fund and other
international organizations established pri-
marily for international monetary purposes
(except that, at the request of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, any proposed legislation relating to
such subjects reported by the Committee on
Foreign Relations shall be referred to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs).

11. Intervention abroad and declarations of
war.

12. Measures to foster commercial inter-
course with foreign nations and to safeguard
American business interests abroad.

13. National security and international as-
pects of trusteeships of the United States.

14. Ocean and international environmental
and scientific affairs as they relate to for-
eign policy.

15. Protection of United States citizens
abroad and expatriation.

16. Relations of the United States with for-
eign nations generally.

17. Treaties and executive agreements, ex-
cept reciprocal trade agreements.

18. United Nations and its affiliated organi-
zations.

19. World Bank group, the regional devel-
opment banks, and other international orga-
nizations established primarily for develop-
ment assistance purposes.

The committee is also mandated by Senate
Rule XXV.1(j)(2) to study and review, on a
comprehensive basis, matters relating to the
national security policy, foreign policy, and
international economic policy as it relates
to foreign policy of the United States, and
matters relating to food, hunger, and nutri-
tion in foreign countries, and report thereon
from time to time.

(b) Oversight.—The committee also has a
responsibility under Senate Rule
XXV1.8(a)(2), which provides that . ...
each standing committee . . . shall review
and study, on a continuing basis, the appli-
cation, administration, and execution of
those laws or parts of laws, the subject mat-
ter of which is within the jurisdiction of the
committee.”

(c) ‘““‘Advice and Consent”’ Clauses.—The
committee has a special responsibility to as-
sist the Senate in its constitutional function
of providing ‘‘advice and consent’” to all
treaties entered into by the United States
and all nominations to the principal execu-
tive branch positions in the field of foreign
policy and diplomacy.
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RULE 2—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Creation.—Unless otherwise authorized
by law or Senate resolution, subcommittees
shall be created by majority vote of the com-
mittee and shall deal with such legislation
and oversight of programs and policies as the
committee directs. Legislative measures or
other matters may be referred to a sub-
committee for consideration in the discre-
tion of the chairman or by vote of a majority
of the committee. If the principal subject
matter of a measure or matter to be referred
falls within the jurisdiction of more than one
subcommittee, the chairman or the com-
mittee may refer the matter to two or more
subcommittees for joint consideration.

(b) Assignments.—Assignments of members
to subcommittees shall be made in an equi-
table fashion. No member of the committee
may receive assignment to a second sub-
committee until, in order of seniority, all
members of the committee have chosen as-
signments to one subcommittee, and no
member shall receive assignments to a third
subcommittee until, in order of seniority, all
members have chosen assignments to two
subcommittees.

No member of the committee may serve on
more than four subcommittees at any one
time.

The chairman and ranking member of the
committee shall be ex officio members, with-
out vote, of each subcommittee.

(¢) Hearings.—Except when funds have been
specifically made available by the Senate for
a subcommittee purpose, no subcommittee of
the Committee on Foreign Relations shall
hold hearings involving expenses without
prior approval of the chairman of the full
committee or by decision of the full com-
mittee. Hearings of subcommittees shall be
scheduled after consultation with the chair-
man of the committee with a view toward
avoiding conflicts with hearings of other
subcommittees insofar as possible. Hearings
of subcommittees shall not be scheduled to
conflict with meetings or hearings of the full
committee.

The proceedings of each subcommittee
shall be governed by the rules of the full
committee, subject to such authorizations or
limitations as the committee may from time
to time prescribe.

RULE 3—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Day.—The regular
meeting day of the Committee on Foreign
Relations for the transaction of committee
business shall be on Wednesday of each week,
unless otherwise directed by the chairman.

(b) Additional Meetings and Hearings.—Addi-
tional meetings and hearings of the com-
mittee may be called by the chairman as he
may deem necessary. If at least three mem-
bers of the committee desire that a special
meeting of the committee be called by the
chairman, those members may file in the of-
fices of the committee their written request
to the chairman for that special meeting.
Immediately upon filing of the request, the
chief clerk of the committee shall notify the
chairman of the filing of the request. If,
within three calendar days after the filing of
the request, the chairman does not call the
requested special meeting, to be held within
seven calendar days after the filing of the re-
quest, a majority of the members of the com-
mittee may file in the offices of the com-
mittee their written notice that a special
meeting of the committee will be held, speci-
fying the date and hour of that special meet-
ing. The committee shall meet on that date
and hour. Immediately upon the filing of the
notice, the clerk shall notify all members of
the committee that such special meeting
will be held and inform them of its date and
hour.

(c) Hearings, Selection of Witnesses.—To en-
sure that the issue which is the subject of
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the hearing is presented as fully and fairly as
possible, whenever a hearing is conducted by
the committee or a subcommittee upon any
measure or matter, the ranking member of
the committee or subcommittee may select
and call an equal number of non-govern-
mental witnesses to testify at that hearing.

(d) Public Announcement.—The committee,
or any subcommittee thereof, shall make
public announcement of the date, place,
time, and subject matter of any meeting or
hearing to be conducted on any measure or
matter at least seven calendar days in ad-
vance of such meetings or hearings, unless
the chairman of the committee, or sub-
committee, in consultation with the ranking
member, determines that there is good cause
to begin such meeting or hearing at an ear-
lier date.

(e) Procedure.—Insofar as possible, pro-
ceedings of the committee will be conducted
without resort to the formalities of par-
liamentary procedure and with due regard
for the views of all members. Issues of proce-
dure which may arise from time to time
shall be resolved by decision of the chair-
man, in consultation with the ranking mem-
ber. The chairman, in consultation with the
ranking member, may also propose special
procedures to govern the consideration of
particular matters by the committee.

(f) Closed Sessions.—Each meeting and hear-
ing of the Committee on Foreign Relations,
or any subcommittee thereof shall be open to
the public, except that a meeting or hearing
or series of meetings or hearings by the com-
mittee or a subcommittee on the same sub-
ject for a period of no more than 14 calendar
days may be closed to the public on a motion
made and seconded to go into closed session
to discuss only whether the matters enumer-
ated in paragraphs (1) through (6) would re-
quire the meeting or hearing to be closed fol-
lowed immediately by a record vote in open
session by a majority of the members of the
committee or subcommittee when it is deter-
mined that the matters to be discussed or
the testimony to be taken at such meeting
or hearing or series of meetings or hear-
ings—

(1) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(2) will relate solely to matters of com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(3) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct; to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(4) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(5) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(A) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(B) the information has been obtained by
the government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person, or

(6) may divulge matters required to be
kept confidential under other provisions of
law or government regulations.

A closed meeting or hearing may be opened
by a majority vote of the committee.
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(g) Staff Attendance—A member of the
committee may have one member of his or
her personal staff, for whom that member as-
sumes personal responsibility, accompany
and be seated nearby at committee meetings
and hearings. The chairman or ranking
member may authorize the attendance and
seating of such a staff member at committee
meetings and hearings where the member of
the committee is not present.

Each member of the committee may des-
ignate members of his or her personal staff
for whom that member assumes personal re-
sponsibility, who holds, at a minimum, a top
secret security clearance, for the purpose of
their eligibility to attend closed sessions of
the committee, subject to the same condi-
tions set forth for committee staff under
Rules 12, 13, and 14.

In addition, the majority leader and the
minority leader of the Senate, if they are not
otherwise members of the committee, may
designate one member of their staff for
whom that leader assumes personal responsi-
bility and who holds, at a minimum, a top
secret security clearance, to attend closed
sessions of the committee, subject to the
same conditions set forth for committee
staff under Rules 12, 13, and 14.

Staff of other Senators who are not mem-
bers of the committee may not attend closed
sessions of the committee.

Attendance of committee staff at meetings
and hearings shall be limited to those des-
ignated by the staff director or the minority
staff director.

The committee, by majority vote, or the
chairman, with the concurrence of the rank-
ing member, may limit staff attendance at
specified meetings or hearings.

RULE 4—QUORUMS

(a) Testimony.—For the purpose of taking
sworn or unsworn testimony at any duly
scheduled meeting a quorum of the com-
mittee and each subcommittee thereof shall
consist of one member of such committee or
subcommittee.

(b) Business.—A quorum for the transaction
of committee or subcommittee business,
other than for reporting a measure or rec-
ommendation to the Senate or the taking of
testimony, shall consist of one-third of the
members of the committee or subcommittee,
including at least one member from each
party.

(c) Reporting.—A majority of the member-
ship of the committee, including at least one
member from each party, shall constitute a
quorum for reporting any measure or rec-
ommendation to the Senate. No measure or
recommendation shall be ordered reported
from the committee unless a majority of the
committee members is physically present,
including at least one member from each
party, and a majority of those present con-
curs.

RULE 5—PROXIES

Proxies must be in writing with the signa-
ture of the absent member. Subject to the re-
quirements of Rule 4 for the physical pres-
ence of a quorum to report a matter, proxy
voting shall be allowed on all measures and
matters before the committee. However,
proxies shall not be voted on a measure or
matter except when the absent member has
been informed of the matter on which he is
being recorded and has affirmatively re-
quested that he or she be so recorded.

RULE 6—WITNESSES

(a) General.—The Committee on Foreign
Relations will consider requests to testify on
any matter or measure pending before the
committee.

(b) Presentation.—If the chairman so deter-
mines, the oral presentation of witnesses
shall be limited to 10 minutes. However,
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written statements of reasonable length may
be submitted by witnesses and other inter-
ested persons who are unable to testify in
person.

(c) Filing of Statements.—A witness appear-
ing before the committee, or any sub-
committee thereof, shall submit an elec-
tronic copy of the written statement of his
proposed testimony at least 24 hours prior to
his appearance, unless this requirement is
waived by the chairman and the ranking
member following their determination that
there is good cause for failure to file such a
statement.

(d) Expenses.—Only the chairman may au-
thorize expenditures of funds for the ex-
penses of witnesses appearing before the
committee or its subcommittees.

(e) Requests.—Any witness called for a
hearing may submit a written request to the
chairman no later than 24 hours in advance
for his testimony to be in closed or open ses-
sion, or for any other unusual procedure. The
chairman shall determine whether to grant
any such request and shall notify the com-
mittee members of the request and of his de-
cision.

RULE 7—SUBPOENAS

(a) Authorization.—The chairman or any
other member of the committee, when au-
thorized by a majority vote of the committee
at a meeting or by proxies, shall have au-
thority to subpoena the attendance of wit-
nesses or the production of memoranda, doc-
uments, records, or any other materials. At
the request of any member of the committee,
the committee shall authorize the issuance
of a subpoena only at a meeting of the com-
mittee. When the committee authorizes a
subpoena, it may be issued upon the signa-
ture of the chairman or any other member
designated by the committee.

(b) Return.—A subpoena, or a request to an
agency, for documents may be issued whose
return shall occur at a time and place other
than that of a scheduled committee meeting.
A return on such a subpoena or request
which is incomplete or accompanied by an
objection constitutes good cause for a hear-
ing on shortened notice. Upon such a return,
the chairman or any other member des-
ignated by him may convene a hearing by
giving 4 hours notice by telephone or elec-
tronic mail to all other members. One mem-
ber shall constitute a quorum for such a
hearing. The sole purpose of such a hearing
shall be to elucidate further information
about the return and to rule on the objec-
tion.

(c) Depositions.—At the direction of the
committee, staff is authorized to take depo-
sitions from witnesses.

RULE 8—REPORTS

(a) Filing.—When the committee has or-
dered a measure or recommendation re-
ported, the report thereon shall be filed in
the Senate at the earliest practicable time.

(b) Supplemental, Minority and Additional
Views.—A member of the committee who
gives notice of his intentions to file supple-
mental, minority, or additional views at the
time of final committee approval of a meas-
ure or matter, shall be entitled to not less
than 3 calendar days in which to file such
views, in writing (including by electronic
mail), with the chief clerk of the committee,
with the 3 days to begin at 11:00 p.m. on the
same day that the committee has ordered a
measure or matter reported. Such views
shall then be included in the committee re-
port and printed in the same volume, as a
part thereof, and their inclusion shall be
noted on the cover of the report. In the ab-
sence of timely notice, the committee report
may be filed and printed immediately with-
out such views.

(¢) Roll Call Votes.—The results of all roll
call votes taken in any meeting of the com-
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mittee on any measure, or amendment there-
to, shall be announced in the committee re-
port. The announcement shall include a tab-
ulation of the votes cast in favor and votes
cast in opposition to each such measure and
amendment by each member of the com-
mittee.

RULE 9—TREATIES

(a) General—The committee is the only
committee of the Senate with jurisdiction to
review and report to the Senate on treaties
submitted by the President for Senate advice
and consent to ratification. Because the
House of Representatives has no role in the
approval of treaties, the committee is there-
fore the only congressional committee with
responsibility for treaties.

(b) Committee Proceedings.—Once submitted
by the President for advice and consent, each
treaty is referred to the committee and re-
mains on its calendar from Congress to Con-
gress until the committee takes action to re-
port it to the Senate or recommend its re-
turn to the President, or until the com-
mittee is discharged of the treaty by the
Senate.

(c) Floor Proceedings.—In accordance with
Senate Rule XXX.2, treaties which have been
reported to the Senate but not acted on be-
fore the end of a Congress ‘‘shall be resumed
at the commencement of the next Congress
as if no proceedings had previously been had
thereon.”

(d) Hearings.—Insofar as possible, the com-
mittee should conduct a public hearing on
each treaty as soon as possible after its sub-
mission by the President. Except in extraor-
dinary circumstances, treaties reported to
the Senate shall be accompanied by a writ-
ten report.

RULE 10—NOMINATIONS

(a) Waiting Requirement.—Unless otherwise
directed by the chairman and the ranking
member, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions shall not consider any nomination
until 5 business days after it has been for-
mally submitted to the Senate.

(b) Public Consideration.—Nominees for any
post who are invited to appear before the
committee shall be heard in public session,
unless a majority of the committee decrees
otherwise, consistent with Rule 3(f).

(c) Required Data.—No nomination shall be
reported to the Senate unless (1) the nomi-
nee has been accorded a security clearance
on the basis of a thorough investigation by
executive branch agencies; (2) the nominee
has filed a financial disclosure report and a
related ethics undertaking with the com-
mittee; (3) the committee has been assured
that the nominee does not have any interests
which could conflict with the interests of the
government in the exercise of the nominee’s
proposed responsibilities; (4) for persons
nominated to be chief of mission, ambas-
sador-at-large, or minister, the committee
has received a complete list of any contribu-
tions made by the nominee or members of
his immediate family to any Federal elec-
tion campaign during the year of his or her
nomination and for the 4 preceding years; (5)
for persons nominated to be chiefs of mis-
sion, the report required by Section 304(a)(4)
of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 on the
demonstrated competence of that nominee
to perform the duties of the position to
which he or she has been nominated; and (6)
the nominee has provided the committee
with a signed and notarized copy of the com-
mittee questionnaire for executive branch
nominees.

RULE 11—TRAVEL

(a) Foreign Travel.—No member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations or its staff shall
travel abroad on committee business unless
specifically authorized by the chairman, who
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is required by law to approve vouchers and
report expenditures of foreign currencies,
and the ranking member. Requests for au-
thorization of such travel shall state the
purpose and, when completed, a full sub-
stantive and financial report shall be filed
with the committee within 30 days. This re-
port shall be furnished to all members of the
committee and shall not be otherwise dis-
seminated without authorization of the
chairman and the ranking member. Except
in extraordinary circumstances, staff travel
shall not be approved unless the reporting
requirements have been fulfilled for all prior
trips. Except for travel that is strictly per-
sonal, travel funded by non-U.S. Government
sources is subject to the same approval and
substantive reporting requirements as U.S.
Government-funded travel. In addition,
members and staff are reminded to consult
the Senate Code of Conduct, and, as appro-
priate, the Senate Select Committee on Eth-
ics, in the case of travel sponsored by non-
U.S. Government sources.

Any proposed travel by committee staff for
a subcommittee purpose must be approved
by the subcommittee chairman and ranking
member prior to submission of the request to
the chairman and ranking member of the full
committee.

(b) Domestic Travel.—All official travel in
the United States by the committee staff
shall be approved in advance by the staff di-
rector, or in the case of minority staff, by
the minority staff director.

(c) Personal Staff Travel.—As a general rule,
no more than one member of the personal
staff of a member of the committee may
travel with that member with the approval
of the chairman and the ranking member of
the committee. During such travel, the per-
sonal staff member shall be considered to be
an employee of the committee.

(d) PRM Trauel.—For the purposes of this
rule regarding staff foreign travel, the offi-
cially-designated personal representative of
the member pursuant to rule 14(b), shall be
deemed to have the same rights, duties, and
responsibilities as members of the staff of
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

RULE 12—TRANSCRIPTS AND MATERIALS
PROVIDED TO THE COMMITTEE

(a) General.—The Committee on Foreign
Relations shall keep verbatim transcripts of
all committee and subcommittee meetings
and hearings and such transcripts shall re-
main in the custody of the committee, unless
a majority of the committee decides other-
wise. Transcripts of public hearings by the
committee shall be published unless the
chairman, with the concurrence of the rank-
ing member, determines otherwise.

The committee, through the chief clerk,
shall also maintain at least one copy of all
materials provided to the committee by the
Executive Branch; such copy shall remain in
the custody of the committee and be subject
to the committee’s rules and procedures, in-
cluding those rules and procedures applica-
ble to the handling of classified materials.

Such transcripts and materials shall be
made available to all members of the com-
mittee, committee staff, and designated per-
sonal representatives of members of the
committee, except as otherwise provided in
these rules.

(b) Classified or Restricted Transcripts or Ma-
terials.—

(1) The chief clerk of the committee shall
have responsibility for the maintenance and
security of classified or restricted tran-
scripts or materials, and shall ensure that
such transcripts or materials are handled in
a manner consistent with the requirements
of the United States Senate Security Man-
ual.

(2) A record shall be maintained of each
use of classified or restricted transcripts or

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

materials as required by the Senate Security
Manual.

(3) Classified transcripts or materials may
not leave the committee offices, or SVC-217
of the Capitol Visitors Center, except for the
purpose of declassification or archiving, con-
sistent with these rules.

(4) Extreme care shall be exercised to avoid
taking notes or quotes from classified tran-
scripts or materials. Their contents may not
be divulged to any unauthorized person.

(5) Subject to any additional restrictions
imposed by the chairman with the concur-
rence of the ranking member, only the fol-
lowing persons are authorized to have access
to classified or restricted transcripts or ma-
terials:

(A) Members and staff of the committee in
the committee offices or in SVC-217 of the
Capitol Visitors Center;

(B) Designated personal representatives of
members of the committee, and of the ma-
jority and minority leaders, with appropriate
security clearances, in the committee offices
or in SVC-217 of the Capitol Visitors Center;

(C) Senators not members of the com-
mittee, by permission of the chairman, in
the committee offices or in SVC-217 of the
Capitol Visitors Center; and

(D) Officials of the executive departments
involved in the meeting, hearing, or matter,
with authorization of the chairman, in the
committee offices or SVC-217 of the Capitol
Visitors Center.

(6) Any restrictions imposed by the com-
mittee upon access to a meeting or hearing
of the committee shall also apply to the
transcript of such meeting, except by special
permission of the chairman and ranking
member.

(7) In addition to restrictions resulting
from the inclusion of any classified informa-
tion in the transcript of a committee meet-
ing or hearing, members and staff shall not
discuss with anyone the proceedings of the
committee in closed session or reveal infor-
mation conveyed or discussed in such a ses-
sion unless that person would have been per-
mitted to attend the session itself or is a
member or staff of a relevant committee or
executive branch agency and possess an ap-
propriate security clearance, or unless such
communication is specifically authorized by
the chairman, the ranking member, or in the
case of staff, by the staff director or minor-
ity staff director. A record shall be kept of
all such authorizations.

(c) Declassification.—

(1) All noncurrent records of the com-
mittee are governed by Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate and by S. Res. 474
(96th Congress). Any classified transcripts or
materials transferred to the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration under
Rule XI may not be made available for pub-
lic use unless they have been subject to de-
classification review in accordance with ap-
plicable laws or Executive orders.

(2) Any transcript or classified committee
report, or any portion thereof, may be de-
classified, in accordance with applicable laws
or Executive orders, sooner than the time pe-
riod provided for under S. Res. 474 if:

(A) the chairman originates such action,
with the concurrence of the ranking mem-
ber;

(B) the other current members of the com-
mittee who participated in such meeting or
report have been notified of the proposed de-
classification, and have not objected thereto,
except that the committee by majority vote
may overrule any objections thereby raised
to early declassification; and

(C) the executive departments that partici-
pated in the meeting or originated the classi-
fied information have been consulted regard-
ing the declassification.

RULE 13—CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

(a) General.—The handling of classified in-

formation in the Senate is governed by S.
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Res. 243 (100th Congress), which established
the Office of Senate Security. All handling of
classified information by the committee
shall be consistent with the procedures set
forth in the United States Senate Security
Manual issued by the Office of Senate Secu-
rity.

(b) Security Manager.—The chief clerk is
the security manager for the committee. The
chief clerk shall be responsible for imple-
menting the provisions of the Senate Secu-
rity Manual and for serv- ing as the com-
mittee liaison to the Office of Senate Secu-
rity. The staff director, in consultation with
the minority staff director, may appoint an
alternate security manager as circumstances
warrant.

(c) Transportation of Classified Material.—
Classified material may only be transported
between Senate offices by appropriately
cleared staff members who have been specifi-
cally authorized to do so by the security
manager.

(d) Access to Classified Material.—In general,
Senators and staff undertake to confine their
access to classified information on the basis
of a ‘“need to know” such information re-
lated to their committee responsibilities.

(e) Staff Clearances.—The chairman, or, in
the case of minority staff, the ranking mem-
ber, shall designate the members of the com-
mittee staff whose assignments require ac-
cess to classified and compartmented infor-
mation and shall seek to obtain the requisite
security clearances pursuant to Office of
Senate Security procedures.

(f) PRM Clearances.—For the purposes of
this rule regarding security clearances and
access to compartmented information, the
officially-designated personal representative
of the member (PRM) pursuant to rule 14(b),
shall be deemed to have the same rights, du-
ties, and responsibilities as members of the
staff of the Committee on Foreign Relations.

(g) Regulations.—The staff director is au-
thorized to make such administrative regu-
lations as may be necessary to carry out the
provisions of this rule.

RULE 14—STAFF

(a) Responsibilities.—

(1) The staff works for the committee as a
whole, under the general supervision of the
chairman of the committee, and the imme-
diate direction of the staff director, except
that such part of the staff as is designated
minority staff shall be under the general su-
pervision of the ranking member and under
the immediate direction of the minority
staff director.

(2) Any member of the committee should
feel free to call upon the staff at any time
for assistance in connection with committee
business. Members of the Senate not mem-
bers of the committee who call upon the
staff for assistance from time to time should
be given assistance subject to the overriding
responsibility of the staff to the committee.

(3) The staff’s primary responsibility is
with respect to bills, resolutions, treaties,
and nominations and other matters within
the jurisdiction of the committee. In addi-
tion to carrying out assignments from the
committee and its individual members, the
staff has a responsibility to originate sugges-
tions for committee or subcommittee consid-
eration. The staff also has a responsibility to
make suggestions to individual members re-
garding matters of special interest to such
members.

(4) It is part of the staff’s duty to keep
itself as well informed as possible in regard
to developments affecting foreign relations
and national security and in regard to the
administration of foreign programs of the
United States. Significant trends or develop-
ments which might otherwise escape notice
should be called to the attention of the com-
mittee, or of individual Senators with par-
ticular interests.
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(56) The staff shall pay due regard to the
constitutional separation of powers between
the Senate and the executive branch. It
therefore has a responsibility to help the
committee bring to bear an independent, ob-
jective judgment of proposals by the execu-
tive branch and when appropriate to origi-
nate sound proposals of its own. At the same
time, the staff shall avoid impinging upon
the day-to-day conduct of foreign affairs.

(6) In those instances when committee ac-
tion requires the expression of minority
views, the staff shall assist the minority as
fully as the majority to the end that all
points of view may be fully considered by
members of the committee and of the Sen-
ate. The staff shall bear in mind that under
our constitutional system it is the responsi-
bility of the elected members of the Senate
to determine legislative issues in the light of
as full and fair a presentation of the facts as
the staff may be able to obtain.

(b) Personal Representatives of the Member
(PRM).—Each Senator on the committee
shall be authorized to designate one personal
staff member as the member’s personal rep-
resentative of the member and designee to
the committee (PRM) that shall be deemed
to have the same rights, duties, and respon-
sibilities as members of the staff of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations where specifi-
cally provided for in these rules.

(c) Restrictions.—

(1) The staff shall regard its relationship to
the committee as a privileged one, in the na-
ture of the relationship of a lawyer to a cli-
ent. In order to protect this relationship and
the mutual confidence which must prevail if
the committee-staff relationship is to be a
satisfactory and fruitful one, the following
criteria shall apply, unless staff has con-
sulted with and obtained, as appropriate, the
approval of the Senate Ethics Committee
and advance permission from the staff direc-
tor (or the minority staff director in the case
of minority staff):

(A) members of the staff shall not be iden-
tified with any special interest group in the
field of foreign relations or allow their
names to be used by any such group; and

(B) members of the staff shall not accept
public speaking engagements or write for
publication in the field of foreign relations.

(2) The staff shall not discuss their private
conversations with members of the com-
mittee without specific advance permission
from the Senator or Senators concerned.

(3) The staff shall not discuss with anyone
the proceedings of the committee in closed
session or reveal information conveyed or
discussed in such a session unless that per-
son would have been permitted to attend the
session itself or is a member or staff of a rel-
evant committee or executive branch agency
and possesses an appropriate security clear-
ance, or unless such communication is spe-
cifically authorized by the staff director or
minority staff director. Unauthorized disclo-
sure of information from a closed session or
of classified information shall be cause for
immediate dismissal and may, in certain
cases, be grounds for criminal prosecution.

RULE 15—STATUS AND AMENDMENT OF RULES

(a) Status.—In addition to the foregoing,
the Committee on Foreign Relations is gov-
erned by the Standing Rules of the Senate,
which shall take precedence in the event of
a clear inconsistency. In addition, the juris-
diction and responsibilities of the committee
with respect to certain matters, as well as
the timing and procedure for their consider-
ation in committee, may be governed by
statute.

(b) Amendment.—These rules may be modi-
fied, amended, or repealed by a majority of
the committee, provided that a notice in
writing (including by electronic mail) of the
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proposed change has been given to each
member at least 72 hours prior to the meet-
ing at which action thereon is to be taken.
However, rules of the committee which are
based upon Senate rules may not be super-
seded by committee vote alone.

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, 108 years ago on April 24, 1915,
Ottoman Turkey began the systematic
killing and deportation of Armenian
intellectuals and community leaders in
Constantinople. Between 1915 and 1923,
an estimated 1l-and-a-half million Ar-
menians fell victim to one of history’s
most ruthless and notorious genocides.
Most who survived eventually emi-
grated to different parts of the world,
forming a widespread diaspora. The
American people have a proud history
of recognizing and condemning the Ar-
menian genocide and have provided re-
lief and a new home to many of the Ar-
menians, Greeks, Assyrians, Chaldeans,
Syriacs, Arameans, Maronites, and
other Christians who survived this
campaign of mass extermination.
Today, Armenian Americans are a vital
part of the cultural fabric of the United
States.

As we commemorate this dark pe-
riod, I would encourage my colleagues
to remember that atrocities like the
Armenian genocide are almost never
spontaneous events. They typically fol-
low a period of human rights viola-
tions, discrimination, and violence
against specific groups who often share
a racial, ethnic, religious, or social
identity. Most recently, we have seen
this in the Chinese Communist Party’s
inhumane treatment of ethnic minori-
ties, including the persecution of
Uyghurs, Tibetans, and Mongolians and
dissenters in Hong Kong, Macau, Tai-
wan, and further abroad. Our foreign
policy should recognize this, fight
denialism of past and current crimes,
and emphasize the preservation of
human rights rather than relying on
eleventh hour action that comes far
too late for vulnerable populations.

On behalf of all Tennesseans, I offer
this solemn recognition of the Arme-
nian genocide and ask my colleagues to
join me in pledging to fight the forces
of evil still causing so much pain and
suffering around the globe.

———————

FAITH MONTH

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Madam Presi-
dent, Americans across the country,
led by Concerned Women for America,
the Nation’s largest public policy orga-
nization for women, and other faith-
based organizations continue to cele-
brate April as Faith Month. I commend
this noble effort calling all people of
faith to join in prayer, thanksgiving,
and celebration of their faith.

The United States of America was
born of the unanimous Declaration
that we are ‘‘endowed by [our] Creator
with certain unalienable Rights,”
based on ‘‘the Laws of Nature and of
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Nature’s God,” ‘‘appealing to the Su-
preme Judge of the world,” and ac-
knowledging our ‘‘reliance on the pro-
tection of divine Providence.” We are a
people of faith, which is why religious
freedom is known as America’s first
freedom, as laid out in the Establish-
ment and the Free Exercise Clauses of
the First Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution. The freedom of speech is
guaranteed by the First Amendment
and also supports America’s unique
focus on freedom of expression, includ-
ing in matters of faith.

America’s Judeo-Christian founding
promotes religious diversity and toler-
ance. Our motto, “In God We Trust,”
further emphasizes the importance of
faith in our Nation’s founding. From
our first President to the last, we have
always acknowledged America’s faith.
President George Washington recog-
nized ‘‘it is the duty of all Nations to
acknowledge the providence of Al-
mighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits, and humbly
to implore His protection and favor.”

Preserving our religious freedom,
which strengthens our country’s appre-
ciation of all peoples, regardless of
faith, requires eternal diligence. Sadly,
attacks on religious liberty and people
of faith are growing, with some reli-
gious charities forced to betray the te-
nets of their faith in order to partici-
pate in certain government programs.
We must actively reject all efforts to
criminalize or cancel religious beliefs
as somehow incompatible with our de-
mocracy.

Religious organizations in America
have a rich history of charitable en-
gagement by helping the sick, poor,
and afflicted. Their presence in my
State of Mississippi following dev-
astating and fatal tornadoes in March
has been a blessing to those trying to
rebuild their lives. Their service dem-
onstrates why these organizations
should be celebrated, not maligned, for
their contributions to improve life. Ac-
cording to the Pew Research Center,
more than 75 percent of Americans
practice some type of religious faith.
This rich, diverse religious heritage is
to our credit and should be encouraged.

This Faith Month, I join millions of
Americans in honoring the right to
practice our faith freely and openly,
with public displays and celebrations,
including prayer and expressions of
thanksgiving. In this manner, we reaf-
firm our commitment to the religious
liberty principles of our founding.

————
TRIBUTE TO ALAN KOHLER

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I
rise today in recognition of the retire-
ment of Alan Kohler.

Alan leaves the FBI as Assistant Di-
rector of the Counterintelligence Divi-
sion, a challenging post he has held
since 2020. Over his long and impressive
career with the FBI, Alan has continu-
ously worked on our most pressing na-
tional security issues. It is a career
that has truly lived up to the FBI's



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T12:48:07-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




