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out the entire city of Chattanooga, TN.
They weren’t expecting to find
fentanyl when they were executing
that warrant, but that doesn’t mean
they were surprised. This is a per-
sistent problem in Chattanooga.

Thank goodness, a great sheriff and a
great DA working together—great offi-
cers—they conducted this bust, and
this is what they found. And we have
great local law enforcement all across
the State of Tennessee. And they will
tell you that fentanyl overdose deaths
are occurring at such a rate that law
enforcement does not have all the re-
sources they need to investigate all the
cases.

Now, this is just one story from one
law enforcement entity in one city; but
the danger is, this is occurring in every
city, in every county, in each of our
States. And it is happening because
President Biden and my Democratic
colleagues have refused to support se-
curing the border, and they refuse to
hold themselves accountable for the
humanitarian crisis that this has cre-
ated.

When Secretary Becerra testified be-
fore the Finance Committee about the
Department of Health and Human
Services budget request, he betrayed
the same disregard for basic human de-
cency as Secretary Mayorkas had. He
used the opportunity to push his woke
agenda items rather than focusing on
poor operations of the Agency. Frank-
ly, it is sad that there is even a ques-
tion about whether a Senate-confirmed
secretary is familiar with his own job
description, especially when he can’t
answer basic questions about what is
happening at the Agency he, sup-
posedly, controls.

At the end of February, the New
York Times reported that over the
course of Joe Biden’s Presidency, his
administration has lost—that is right,
lost—more than 85,000 children who
were under the care of the Office of
Refugee Resettlement. You heard me
right. This administration has lost
85,000 children who were under the care
of the Office of Refugee Resettlement.
To be clear, this is the office within the
Department of Health and Human
Services that is directly responsible for
unaccompanied children who come
across the border. And now we know
that this Agency has lost immediate
contact with one third of the children
they are responsible for.

The Times also reported that the Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement may have
approved sponsors who were under in-
vestigation for labor abuses and that
case management officers may have
been aware of children in dangerous
situations but chose to do nothing.

During his hearing, I asked Secretary
Becerra about this, frankly, horrifying
revelation, and he did exactly what his
compatriots have done when con-
fronted with their failures: He feigned
ignorance. He claimed he had never
heard of those 85,000 missing children.

Joe Biden and the Democrats might
be happy to pretend that we don’t have
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a problem down on the border, but the
American people are not pretending
that this is not a problem. They
watched President Biden throw away
border security policies that were
working in favor of an open-borders
agenda that benefits no one except the
drug cartels; the sex trafficking rings
that are abusing women and girls; the
human traffickers that are smuggling
people, preying on people, and phys-
ically, mentally, emotionally, drugging
and sexually abusing them as they
make their journey.

It is time to put politics aside and
get serious about securing this border,
and I encourage my colleagues: Please,
join us in securing this border. Join us
in saying let’s enforce the laws we have
on the books. Join us in saying let’s
eliminate the policies that incentivize
breaking the law. Let’s stand for the
rule of law.

Earlier this year, I introduced the
Stop Taxpayer Funding of Traffickers
Act, which would prohibit anyone
charged with drug or human traf-
ficking from receiving Federal govern-
ment benefits while they await trial.
We could pass this bill today, and we
should pass it because it would make a
difference.

When I talked to local law enforce-
ment, when I said, ‘“What would be a
way to help?”’ this is the idea they gave
me. It is a problem that they have be-
cause many of these traffickers are
getting government benefits, and we
need to stop that today.

We should also return to the ‘‘Re-
main in Mexico” policy. We should end
catch-and-release. And last but not
least, let’s get back to building that
barrier. Border Patrol has told us for 30
yvears they need a physical barrier
where they can have a barrier, and
where they can’t, they need better
technology, they need more officers,
more agents, more manpower and re-
sources so that they can do their job,
so they can protect this Nation’s sov-
ereignty, so they can protect our citi-
zens.

That is it. These are the things that
would be a solution to helping rid this
country of this fentanyl crisis, to help-
ing rid this country of the gangs, the
terrorists that are flooding into our
country, the criminals coming into
this country. This is something that
should have bipartisan agreement. We
should do this.

Now, the Biden administration has
touted its various White House staff
and Cabinet nominees as being the
most diverse in our Nation’s history,
but they all have one thing in common:
Their priorities are at odds with what
the American people are saying they
want.

Secretary Mayorkas refuses to do his
job and secure the border, even though
local law enforcement officials are beg-
ging him for help. Secretary Becerra
can’t be bothered to offer so much as a
talking point on behalf of 85,000 miss-
ing children. Attorney General Garland
has weaponized the law against con-
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servatives and created two tiers of jus-
tice: one for the liberal elites and one
for everybody else.

Biden’s nominee to lead the FAA
withdrew in disgrace. His most recent
nominee to the FCC has dedicated her
career to violating the First Amend-
ment. His Transportation Secretary is
perpetually missing in action. And the
Pentagon has yet to hold anyone ac-
countable for one of the worst foreign
policy disasters in American history.
And, yes, that would be Afghanistan.

The mainstream media loves to com-
plain that the American people have
lost all faith in institutions, but I
would ask that media to just stop, look
at what Joe Biden’s government has
done to the country, and ask them-
selves: Are we safer and more secure
than we were 4 years ago?

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
HIRONO). Pursuant to rule XXII, the
Chair lays before the Senate the pend-
ing cloture motion, which the clerk
will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 19, Radha
Iyengar Plumb, of New York, to be a Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin,
Ben Ray Lujan, Tammy Duckworth,
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar,
Jeanne Shaheen, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Edward J. Markey,
Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Catherine Cortez Masto.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Radha Iyengar Plumb, of New York,
to be a Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO), the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH),
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
MARKEY), the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ), and the Senator from Ar-
izona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. MCCONNELL. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO),
the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COT-
TON), the Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RISCH), the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. SULLIVAN), and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RIscH) would
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have voted ‘‘nay’’ and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) would have voted
“yea.”
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 61,
nays 26, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 83 Ex.]

YEAS—61
Baldwin Hickenlooper Romney
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Rounds
Booker Kelly Sanders
Boozman Kennedy Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
ganp:vell Elgpuchar Smith
apito ujan

Cardin Manchin Stabenow

Tester
Carper McConnell

Thune
Casey Menendez Tilli
Collins Merkley 1S
Coons Moran Van Hollen
Cramer Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Ernst Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Fischer Peters Wicker
Grassley Reed Wyden
Hassan Ricketts

NAYS—26
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Braun Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
gfapo Eee ) Tuberville
TUZ ummis
Daines Marshall Vance
NOT VOTING—13
Barrasso Graham Sinema
Cortez Masto Heinrich Sullivan
Cotton Markey Young
Feinstein Risch
Gillibrand Schatz
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.

SMITH). The yeas are 61, the nays are
26.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Michigan.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President,
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
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have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
21-27, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Morocco for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $524.2 million.
After this letter is delivered to your office,
we plan to issue a news release to notify the
public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 21-27

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Morocco.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $445.4 million.

Other $78.8 million.

Total $524.2 million.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Eighteen (18) M142 High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System (HIMARS) Launchers.

Forty (40) M57 Army Tactical Missile Sys-
tems (ATACMS).

Thirty-six (36) M31A2 Guided Multiple
Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS) Unitary.

Thirty-six (36) MB30A2 Guided Multiple
Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS) Alter-
native Warhead.

Nine (9) M1152A1 High Mobility Multipur-
pose Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWYV).

Eighteen (18) International Field Artillery
Tactical Data Systems (IFATDS).

Non-MDE: Also included are forty (40)
M28A2 Low Cost Reduced Range Practice
Rocket Pods (LCRRPR); radios with similar
“SINCGARS” capability; thirty-five (35) Ve-
hicular Dual Long-Range Radio Systems w/
GPS; twenty-four (24) Single Radio, Long
Range Vehicular System w/GPS; eighteen
(18) M1084A2 cargo truck, Family of Medium
Tactical Vehicles (FMTYV) Resupply Vehicles
(RSV); three (3) MI1089A2 wrecker truck,
FMTV, RSV; eighteen (18) M1095 5-ton trail-
er, FMTV; twenty-three (23) Simple Key
Loader (SKL), AN/PYQ-10; fifty (50) Defense
Advanced Global Positioning System Receiv-
ers (DAGR); camouflage screen and support
systems; support equipment; communica-
tions equipment; spare and repair parts; test
sets; laptop computers; training and training
equipment; publications; systems integra-
tion support; technical data; Stockpile Reli-
ability, Quality Assurance and Technical As-
sistance teams; U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical, engineering, and logistics
support services; and other related elements
of logistical and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (MO-B-
UUA).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc. Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.
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(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in Defense Article or Defense Services Pro-
posed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 11, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Morocco—High Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems (HIMARS)

The Government of Morocco has requested
to buy eighteen (18) M142 High Mobility Ar-
tillery Rocket System (HIMARS) launchers;
forty (40) Mb57 Army Tactical Missile Sys-
tems (ATACMS); thirty-six (36) M31A2 Guid-
ed Multiple Launch Rocket Systems
(GMLRS) Unitary; thirty-six (36) MB30A2
Guided Multiple Launch Rocket Systems
(GMLRS) Alternative Warhead; nine (9)
M11562A1 High Mobility Multipurpose
Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWYV); and eighteen
(18) International Field Artillery Tactical
Data Systems (IFATDS). Also included are
forty (40) M28A2 Low Cost Reduced Range
Practice Rocket Pods (LCRRPR); radios with
similar “SINCGARS’ capability; thirty-five
(35) Vehicular Dual Long-Range Radio Sys-
tems w/GPS; twenty-four (24) Single Radio,
Long Range Vehicular System w/GPS; eight-
een (18) M1084A2 cargo truck, Family of Me-
dium Tactical Vehicles (FMTV) Resupply
Vehicles (RSV); three (3) M1089A2 wrecker
truck, FMTV, RSV; eighteen (18) M1095 5-ton
trailer, FMTYV; twenty-three (23) Simple Key
Loader (SKL), AN/PYQ-10; fifty (50) Defense
Advanced Global Positioning System Receiv-
ers (DAGR); camouflage screen and support
systems; support equipment; communica-
tions equipment; spare and repair parts; test
sets; laptop computers; training and training
equipment; publications; systems integra-
tion support; technical data; Stockpile Reli-
ability, Quality Assurance and Technical As-
sistance teams; U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical, engineering, and logistics
support services; and other related elements
of logistical and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is $5624.2 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by helping to improve the security of
a Major Non-NATO Ally that continues to be
an important force for political stability and
economic progress in North Africa.

The proposed sale will improve Morocco’s
capability to meet current and future
threats and will contribute to Morocco’s
ability to detect threats and control its bor-
ders, contributing to the maintenance of re-
gional stability and security. It will also en-
hance the interoperability of the Royal
Armed Forces (FAR), which routinely exer-
cises with U.S. forces, focusing on coun-
tering terrorism and Violent Extremist Or-
ganizations (VEOs) in the Maghreb and Sahel
region. Morocco will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing these articles into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the military balance in
the region.

The principal contractors will be Lockheed
Martin Missiles and Fire Control, Camden,
AK; L3 Harris Communications, Inc., Roch-

ester, NY; Raytheon, Waltham, MA;
COBHAM Aerospace Connectivity,
Buckinghamshire, UK; Oshkosh Defense,

LLC, Oshkosh, WI; AAR Corporation AAR
Manufacturing, Inc., Cadillac, MI; and AM
General LLC, South Bend, IN. There are no
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale.
Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of U.S. Government
and U.S. contractor representatives in Coun-
try: one (1) Contractor Field Service Rep-
resentative (HIMARS) for a period of two
years; two (2) U.S. Government personnel;
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