
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H881 February 27, 2023 
a third-rate facility, it will have a cat-
aclysmic impact on the Virgin Islands 
economy. From reluctance to place 
plaques at sacred places to rangers 
stopping people in public parades, 
among other things, the National Park 
Service has to do better in terms of 
how it deals with native Virgin Island-
ers. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BILL 
PRESTAGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. ROUZER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a 
dear friend of mine and so many oth-
ers, William Harold Prestage, a true 
gentleman whom we all loved and knew 
as Bill. 

Bill is survived by his wife, Marsha; 
his three sons, Scott, John, and Ron; 
and multiple grandchildren, who were 
his greatest joy and with whom he had 
his most cherished days. 

I first met Bill Prestage when I was 
a staffer for U.S. Senator Jesse Helms. 
After that first encounter, I would see 
and talk with him many times over the 
years at more community, agriculture, 
and political events than one could 
ever imagine. He was always a delight. 
He would cut to the chase in a very 
charming and direct way, and there 
was never any question of what he 
liked or what he didn’t like. You al-
ways knew right where he stood on a 
matter. He was a lion of a man with a 
heart of gold. 

He was well known as a devout fam-
ily man and an exceptional member of 
his community, one who would give 
you the shirt off his back if you needed 
it. Starting from very humble begin-
nings in the 1960s and with no agri-
culture experience, Bill pioneered what 
is now one of the country’s largest 
family-owned and family-operated ani-
mal protein production companies. 

The foundation of this family enter-
prise was laid when Bill joined his good 
friend Otis Carroll, whom he met upon 
moving to North Carolina. These two 
great entrepreneurs joined together 
and helped transform pork and turkey 
production, bringing significant eco-
nomic development to southeastern 
North Carolina. 

In 1983, Bill, along with his wife, Mar-
sha, and his sons, established what is 
known today as Prestage Farms. 
Today, with each generation of the 
family involved in the business, the 
Prestage Farms and Prestage Foods 
companies have five divisions across 
seven States, with three processing 
plants collectively employing more 
than 2,300 people and contracting with 
more than 450 farm families. 

The company’s multigenerational 
success is a true testament to Bill’s en-
trepreneurial spirit and work ethic, as 
well as his devotion to his family and 
his employees. He was truly beloved by 
his family and friends, the agriculture 

community, and the hardworking em-
ployees and growers who make up the 
Prestage family of companies. 

His people were his passion, and they 
loved their leader tremendously. Those 
outside of the family business loved 
Bill, too. Though he was far too hum-
ble to think it, Bill was, in fact, a very 
well-known and very well-liked celeb-
rity wherever he went, not just in 
Sampson County but throughout the 
State and country, particularly in agri-
culture, wildlife, and conservation cir-
cles. 

Beyond Bill’s impact on the agri-
culture community, he is well known 
for his love of nature and the outdoors. 
As a result, he was an avid conserva-
tionist. Upland bird hunting, boating, 
and fishing were among his greatest 
joys, especially when his family would 
join him. 

There is no doubt that Bill not only 
made a name for himself as a pioneer 
in agriculture, but he also made our 
State and country a better place to 
live. He leaves behind a great legacy 
that will have an everlasting impact, 
as well as many great memories. Ev-
eryone who knew Bill loved Bill, and 
that, in and of itself, is arguably one of 
the greatest legacies one can have. 

I know I speak for countless others 
when I say Bill is deeply missed. His 
was a life of a great American and pa-
triot, well lived, and an example of the 
best of humanity. 

CONGRATULATING NICOLA ‘‘NIKI’’ DENNIS UPON 
HER RETIREMENT 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the career 
of Niki Dennis, who recently retired as 
Bladen County Clerk of Superior Court 
following 43 years of distinguished pub-
lic service. 

Niki is a proud lifelong resident of 
Bladen County, and in 1979, she started 
her career at the Bladen County Court-
house, working as a deputy clerk. 

Thanks to Niki’s hard work, deter-
mination, professionalism, and kind-
ness, she advanced quickly through the 
ranks and became an integral team 
member in the clerk’s office. In 2006, 
Niki was elected high clerk and served 
in this capacity until her retirement 
recently. 

Over the years, Niki has been a men-
tor and friend to so many. She man-
aged multiple clerks while navigating 
the everyday challenges of the clerk’s 
office with respect, grace, and profes-
sionalism, setting an example for pub-
lic service that all should strive to 
emulate. 

On behalf of the citizens of Bladen 
County and the entire Seventh Con-
gressional District, I thank Niki for 
her many years of service to Bladen 
County. I wish her great health and joy 
as she embarks on this next chapter of 
life. May God continue to bless her 
path. 

RECOGNIZING EATING DISORDERS 
AWARENESS WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Oregon (Ms. SALINAS) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
Mental Health Monday to recognize 
Eating Disorders Awareness Week. 
This year’s theme is ‘‘It’s Time for 
Change,’’ and indeed, it is. 

After opioid use disorder, eating dis-
orders are the second deadliest psy-
chiatric illness, yet they remain widely 
misunderstood, so I would like to ad-
dress some myths around them. 

Myth number one: Eating disorders 
are a choice. An eating disorder is an 
illness often diagnosed with other men-
tal illnesses. No one chooses to have an 
eating disorder. 

Myth number two: Only females have 
eating disorders. Eating disorders actu-
ally hurt people of all genders, ages, 
races, religions, sexual orientations, 
and body shapes. 

Myth number three: You can’t re-
cover from an eating disorder. This, 
perhaps, is the most important myth 
to dispel. Recovery and treatment are 
possible. The National Eating Dis-
orders Association offers free helplines 
and more information on their website, 
nationaleatingdisorders.org. 

Every 52 minutes, someone dies be-
cause of an eating disorder. It is time 
for change. Let’s break the stigma. 
Let’s invest in care. Let’s send a mes-
sage to all those struggling: You are 
not alone. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE 
AND LEGACY OF THE HONOR-
ABLE JAMES T. BROYHILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a 
North Carolina legend, former U.S. 
Senator and Congressman James T. 
Broyhill, who passed away on February 
18 at the age of 95. 

Jim Broyhill will be remembered as 
one of the political giants in the his-
tory of North Carolina, especially for 
those of us from the western part of 
the State that he so ably, with distinc-
tion, represented for over two decades. 

A native of Lenoir, Broyhill served in 
several executive capacities at his fam-
ily’s furniture business, Broyhill Indus-
tries, prior to entering public service. 

He was first elected to the United 
States House of Representatives in 1962 
as a long-shot candidate. Broyhill, a 
Republican, pulled off a narrow 1-point 
victory at a time when North Carolina 
politics were dominated by the Demo-
cratic Party. He quickly won the 
hearts of his constituents and served 
the people of western North Carolina in 
this House until 1986. 

Broyhill liked to tell a story from his 
first election, an occurrence that had 
an impact on him and taught him an 
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important lesson in dealing with peo-
ple. 

Table Rock is a beautiful and dis-
tinct mountain in Burke County, 
North Carolina, one that I am proud to 
represent and one that Broyhill could 
see each day from his home in Lenoir. 
Out on the campaign trail one day, he 
drove around to the other side of the 
mountain and stopped at a small coun-
try store. He greeted the owner of that 
little store and said: ‘‘How are things 
on the back side of Table Rock today?’’ 
to which the owner replied, ‘‘Who says 
this is the back side?’’ 

He said he learned that day the im-
portance of meeting people where they 
are and that his perspective might not 
always be shared by someone else, a 
lesson all of us here in the House and 
Washington would be wise to hear and 
to learn. 

Broyhill loved his constituents, and 
the feeling was mutual. He took a per-
sonal interest, acknowledging special 
events with a note or a phone call. He 
and his beloved wife, Louise, published 
‘‘The Congressional Club Cook Book’’ 
with immensely popular recipes such 
as Capitol bean soup and heaven cake. 

However, the real impact he made in 
Congress was as a landmark legislator. 
In the House, he sat on the Small Busi-
ness Committee and the Post Office 
and Civil Service Committee, and for 
many years, he was the ranking mem-
ber of the Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce Committee, which we now call 
the Energy and Commerce Committee. 

President Reagan credited Senator 
Broyhill as being a key force in the 
1985 tax reform package. His 1978 legis-
lation that allowed cable companies to 
connect to existing utility poles led to 
the explosive growth in cable tele-
vision and communication. In the 10th 
Congressional District that I am proud 
to represent, it led to a boom in fiber 
optic manufacturing jobs that commu-
nities are still benefiting from today. 
It was then coaxial cable, fiber today. 

He always prioritized constituent 
service at home and was truly a pio-
neer in that regard. At a time when 
district offices were deemed to be of 
lesser importance to many on the Hill, 
then-Congressman Broyhill kept his 
district offices fully staffed by trained 
professionals who were always ready to 
help with whatever issues his constitu-
ents had with Federal agencies. 

That is something that I learned 
from him. His district became North 
Carolina’s 10th Congressional District 
in 1969, and I am only the third Rep-
resentative from that district since 
then. His successor, Cass Ballenger, 
learned the art of constituent service 
from the Broyhill staff. I, in turn, 
learned from Ballenger’s staff, some of 
whom still work in my Hickory district 
office today. 

Jim Broyhill moved on to the United 
States Senate in the summer of 1986, 
serving out the unexpired term of the 
late Senator John East. After his time 
in elective office ended, Broyhill con-
tinued to work on behalf of the people 

of North Carolina. He put his extensive 
business experience to use by serving 
as North Carolina’s secretary of com-
merce and the chairman of the North 
Carolina Economic Development Com-
mission. The post office in his beloved 
hometown of Lenoir was named after 
him, a well-deserved recognition. 

I could go on at length about his 
other accomplishments in public life 
and business and, certainly, his long 
record in philanthropy. Let me just say 
that he lived his life well, always in 
service to others, and our State and 
our Nation are much better for it. 

On behalf of my constituents, the 
people of North Carolina, and a grate-
ful Nation, I extend condolences to 
Senator Broyhill’s family as they 
mourn. 
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WAGING WAR ON AMERICAN 
ENERGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, for the 
last 2 years, the Biden administration 
has consistently waged a war on Amer-
ican energy and our fuel sources. 

This unscientific, ideologically driv-
en assault has crippled American en-
ergy and hurt American families and 
our economy greatly. The American 
economy and our way of life are de-
pendent on reasonable, reliable, and 
easy access to energy. 

He has gone so far as to even deplete 
our Strategic Petroleum Reserve—as 
you see here, these numbers going 
down dramatically—in order to cover 
over this bad policy and make every-
body think it is going to be okay. 

Americans rely on access to low-cost, 
efficient energy from sources like nat-
ural gas to heat their homes, cook 
their meals, and keep their lights on. It 
is neither feasible nor desirable for 
most Americans to abruptly switch to 
green alternatives, such as wind and 
solar power, and have to change all of 
their appliances and yard tools out 
simply because of the whims of govern-
ment and having too much time on 
their hands. 

Many can’t afford to do these 
changes, nor should they have to. The 
unreliability of green energy makes it 
a much less preferable alternative. 
Faced with a choice between these two, 
most Americans make the sensible de-
cision to stick with low-cost, reliable 
natural gas over expensive, unreliable 
green energy. 

In my home State of California, the 
electricity power grid in the summer-
time at any time could go down, yet 
they are trying to force people into 
electrifying just about everything— 
their cars, their stoves, their yard 
tools, even generators. Think about 
this for a minute. How do you have an 
electric generator when the power goes 
off from your electricity? 

b 1230 
I guess this is supposed to mean we 

have a warehouse of batteries some-

where because, otherwise, I don’t know 
how you do it. 

Generators are supposed to be a 
backup plan. Frequently, hospitals 
have diesel generators. People have 
generators they own for camping as 
well as backup for their homes. But 
they just keep going on and on, making 
up regulations. 

So faced with these choices, Ameri-
cans would rather have their own 
choices. This administration has essen-
tially tried to ban and regulate Ameri-
cans off of fossil fuels, off of nuclear 
power, it seems, until recently when 
California—hallelujah—decided to ex-
pand the Diablo Canyon Power Plant 
an additional 5 years, which is 9 per-
cent of the power grid of California—9 
percent. Imagine if they took that off-
line like they were hell-bent on doing. 

Keeping natural gas is part of the 
equation. We have so much natural gas 
reserved in this Nation now because of 
the miracle of hydraulic fracturing. It 
is amazing what that has caused for us. 

Radical environmentalists, though, 
can’t take no for an answer. They have 
done away with trying to argue for 
their ideas and simply use government 
fiat, a stroke of a pen, to try and take 
these things away, including the latest 
proposal by the Department of Energy 
to ban gas stoves, which has got every-
body all in a twitter right now. 

Is that what we really need to be fo-
cused on right now with the situation 
with the railroad in Ohio and whatever 
the mess is we are going to make out of 
Ukraine, our border, and so many other 
issues? 

No, let’s keep people distracted with 
this gas stove situation here. 

So what we have is a proposal by the 
Department of Energy to do it by the 
stroke of a pen, by just making a regu-
lation to ban the sale of stoves that 
don’t meet what is called an EL2 stand-
ard. They are just going to block the 
sales of these stoves, which means 
about half of them that are currently 
on the market will no longer be avail-
able on the market. People will have 
less choices that may not fit their 
style of kitchen, the size of their fam-
ily. It may not fit a restaurant. It may 
not fit what you need for a kitchen 
that helps aid people that are short of 
food, soup kitchens. They want to take 
all these options away simply by a 
stroke of a pen. 

People are getting furious over this 
stuff. And for families that enjoy the 
use of that gas stove, they work nice. I 
have one. I saw First Lady Jill Biden, 
a picture of her cooking on one in the 
White House. 

So where does the hypocrisy end on 
all this? 

Evidently, it doesn’t end at the 
White House. It ends at the choices 
that humans have in this country. 

We need to block this EL2 regulation 
that the Department of Energy is put-
ting out, yet another thing that is try-
ing to distract us I think from other 
issues. It is an important one for peo-
ple to have natural gas stoves and 
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