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Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, Feb-

ruary 20th will mark the 20th anniver-
sary of a tragic fire at the Station 
Nightclub in West Warwick, Rhode Is-
land, that took the lives of 100 people 
and injured hundreds of others. That 
horrific fire ripped a hole in our com-
munity and left a deep scar on Rhode 
Island, one which we still feel every 
day. 

But Rhode Islanders are resilient, 
and we support one another in the face 
of tragedy. On that night in West War-
wick, the heroism of emergency re-
sponders and ordinary people saved 
countless lives. In the wake of that 
horror, our State came together to 
mourn and memorialize those we lost 
and to help each other heal. 

Now, two decades after that awful 
night, I will submit the names of those 
who were lost into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring all of the victims, and to re-
commit ourselves to promoting fire 
safety across our country so that such 
a tragedy can never occur again. 

Louis S. Alves, Kevin Anderson, Stacie J. 
Angers, Christopher Arruda, Eugene Avilez, 
Tina Ayer, Mary H. Baker, Thomas A. Barnett, 
Laureen M. Beauchaine, Steven Thomas 
Blom, William Christopher Bonardi III, Kristine 
Carbone, William W. Cartwright, Mike Cordier, 
Alfred Carmina Crisostomi, Robert Croteau, 
Lisa D’Andrea, Matthew P. Darby, Dina Ann 
DeMaio, Rachael Florio DePietro, Albert 
DiBonaventura, Christina DiRienzo, Kevin J. 
Dunn, Lori Durante, Edward Everett Ervanian, 
Charline E. Fick, Thomas Fleming, Mark A. 
Fontaine, Daniel J. Fredrickson and Tracey 
Romanoff, Michael A. Fresolo, James C. 
Gahan, Melvin Gerfin Jr., Laura L. Gillett, Mi-
chael J. Gonsalves. 

James F. Gooden Jr., Derek Gray, Scott C. 
Greene, Scott Griffith, Jude Henault, Andrew 
Hoban, Abbie L. Hoisington, Michael 
Hoogasian, Sandy Hoogasian, Carlton L. 
Howorth III, Eric J. Hyer, Derek Brian John-
son, Lisa Kelly, Tracy King, Michael Joseph 
Kulz, Keith Lapierre, Dale L. Latulippe, Ste-
phen Libera, John Longiaru, Ty Longley, Ju-
dith Manzo, Andrea Louise Mancini, Keith An-
thony Mancini, Steve Mancini, Thomas Marion 
Jr., Jeffrey W. Martin, Tammy Mattera-Hausa, 
Kristen McQuarrie, Thomas Medeiros, Samuel 
J. Miceli Jr., Donna Mitchell, Leigh Ann 
Moreau, Ryan M. Morin, Jason Morton, Beth 
Mosczynski, Katherine O’Donnell, Nicholas 
O’Neill, Matthew James Pickett, Christopher 
Prouty. 

Jeffrey Rader, Theresa Rakoski, Robert 
Reisner, Walter Rich, Donald Roderiques, 
Daniel J. Fredrickson and Tracey Romanoff, 
Joseph Rossi, Bridget Sanetti, Becky Shaw, 
Mitchell C. Shubert, Dennis Smith, Victor 
Stark, Benjamin J. Suffoletto Jr., Shawn Pat-
rick Sweet, Jason Sylvester, Sarah Jane 
Telgarsky, Kelly Vieira, Kevin R. Washburn, 
Everett Thomas ‘‘Tommy’’ Woodmansee III, 
Robert Young. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
TOMMY DORTCH 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, in the beginning, Tommy Dortch, 
like every other person born on this 
Earth, was endowed with certain 
unique talents. 

The mission we all have in living is 
to go forth and be fruitful with those 
talents. I am here today with my col-
leagues, and also with the family and 
church members and pastor of Tommy 
Dortch. They are in the gallery today. 

We are here to recognize the excep-
tionally talented Tommy Dortch and 
the fruits that we have enjoyed in his 
living. 

My colleagues have told you of Tom-
my’s many accomplishments, and there 
is so much more that can be said about 
him. But with the little time I have, I 
want to leave you with this: Tommy 
Dortch is a man whose cup runneth 
over. At the end of each day, Tommy 
made sure that that cup was empty, 
not consuming its contents for himself, 
but in service to others. 

His example and legacy have and will 
continue to resonate profoundly, which 
is why he is so deserving of receiving 
the Congressional Gold Medal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from ref-
erences to occupants of the gallery. 

f 

b 1215 

WE NEED TO PROTECT SOCIAL 
SECURITY 

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, work-
ing people in America are counting on 
Congress to not only protect but ex-
pand Social Security. 

The fact that my Republican col-
leagues had even considered cutting 
Social Security is unconscionable. 
From Humboldt Park and Belmont 
Cragin, to Bensenville, West Chicago, 
and Elgin, the district I have the dis-
tinct honor of representing is home to 
hardworking people who, like every-
one, deserve a safe, accessible, and af-
fordable place to call home. 

Regardless of immigration status, 
working people in Illinois and across 
the country have paid into Social Secu-
rity, including undocumented workers 
who pay into Social Security but can’t 
claim the benefit like everyone else. 

It is a hard-earned benefit that peo-
ple, especially our seniors, count on to 
cover housing, which just keeps going 
up and going up. 

In order for all people to build and 
sustain a better life, we need to protect 
Social Security. We need to expand it. 

f 

LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING 
ON REAL ISSUES 

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I do 
not believe that noncitizens should 

have the ability to vote. Full stop. I 
think a regular review of criminal code 
is a good idea and a good exercise for 
any State or local government. Full 
stop. I also believe that States and 
local governments and municipalities 
have the right to self-determination on 
these very issues. 

Today, I voted on two curious pro-
posals that my colleagues in the major-
ity felt as though we should be spend-
ing our time, limited precious time, 
voting on. 

I do not believe it is my place to vote 
to overturn or disapprove of choices 
made by the people of Washington, 
D.C., nor do I think this is a sincere use 
of Congress’ focus and time. 

These early weeks of the 118th Con-
gress have been focused on voting on 
headline grabbing, divisive, meaning-
less, and unserious legislation. The 
American people want us here in Wash-
ington working on our most pressing 
challenges, issues like addressing our 
debt, our economy’s recovery, the safe-
ty of our planet and communities, and 
bettering the lives of our citizens. 

I look forward to working on these 
real issues. Let’s finish the job. 

f 

NOT HERE TO RAISE TAXES 

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
oppose the so-called Fair Tax Act. 

Right now, Oregonians don’t pay a 
single cent in sales tax. Ask anyone 
and they will tell you: It is a good 
thing. We rejected such proposals mul-
tiple times. It protects working folks 
who are disproportionately impacted 
by the undue burden of spending addi-
tional dollars on basic necessities. 

I am not here to raise taxes on Or-
egonians. That is not why my constitu-
ents sent me here. I am here to help 
working folks get ahead, which is why 
I am so troubled by this congressional 
proposal to mandate a 30 percent sales 
tax. 

This is far from fair. It is not even 
close. The top 1 percent may not sweat 
a 30 percent sales tax, but for working 
families, that could be the difference 
between putting food on the table or 
having to go without. 

I stand today to redirect our atten-
tion to the pressing needs of Orego-
nians: the need to lower costs and fight 
inflation, not to raise taxes. That is 
what I am focused on, and I urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS DORTCH 

(Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, Tommy Dortch was and still 
is a leader of this Nation. 

Tommy and I worked together to, 
first of all, elect Maynard Jackson to 
become the first African-American 
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mayor, and then Andy Young, the first 
African American to be elected to Con-
gress since Reconstruction, right here. 

When I think of Tommy, I am re-
minded of that glorious song that God 
Almighty has given to us: ‘‘Them 
that’s got shall get,’’ and ‘‘Them that’s 
not shall lose,’’ because the Bible says 
and it still is news. Your mama may 
have and your papa may have, ‘‘But 
God bless the child That’s got his 
own.’’ 

God bless Mr. Tommy Dortch, my 
friend. 

f 

BURDEN OF HEALTHCARE COSTS 

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the burden that 
healthcare costs put on American fami-
lies. No one should have to choose be-
tween putting food on the table and af-
fording their medication. 

Nearly 3 in 10 American adults take 
prescription drugs each day and say 
that they have skipped doses. They 
have cut pills in half or they have not 
filled prescriptions. This is dangerous. 

In the Inflation Reduction Act, 
Democrats made major progress in low-
ering drug costs and making 
healthcare more affordable. We capped 
the out-of-pocket costs for seniors. We 
capped the cost of insulin at $35, and 
we finally gave Medicare the power to 
negotiate prices. 

Let’s build on this. Let’s cap the cost 
of insulin at $35 for every American. 
Let’s continue to lower the cost of 
medical expenses and insurance pre-
miums for every American. 

American families are struggling 
while Big Pharma continues to reap 
the benefits. Let’s build on the 
progress in the Inflation Reduction Act 
and provide working families with the 
help they so desperately need. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE ROSEWOOD 
MASSACRE 

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to give mournful rec-
ognition of the 100-year anniversary of 
the Rosewood massacre, an event that 
is still one of the darkest chapters of 
American history. 

On January 1, 1923, the small town of 
Rosewood, Florida, was the site of one 
of the worst racial attacks in the long 
history of this Nation. 

Sparked by false allegations against 
an innocent Black man, a mob of White 
residents descended upon the Black 
community of Rosewood, and it is esti-
mated that upward of 200 people were 
killed and virtually every building in 
that small African-American commu-
nity was literally burned to the 
ground. 

I stand in this well as the Represent-
ative of the First Congressional Dis-
trict of the State of Illinois, a district 
with a majority of minorities, of Afri-
can Americans and Hispanics, which by 
pride and passion, a majority within its 
soul and sinews, feels the traumatic 
vestiges of Americans’ inhumanity to-
ward other Americans. 

But this is American history, and it 
is as American as anything we might 
say about Concord and Appomattox. 

In spite of the dark tragedies inter-
woven within our story, what happened 
in Rosewood 100 years ago is as Amer-
ican as anything that happened at Get-
tysburg or Ellis Island. It must be re-
peated to our children, lest we deny 
ourselves all the honesty we need to 
grow to be a better country. 

I implore my colleagues to join me in 
condemning the College Board of Flor-
ida for removing AP African-American 
curriculum. 

f 

CLOSING THE DISPOSABLE E- 
CIGARETTE LOOPHOLE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me thank the Biden administration for 
work that they have already done by 
asking to have them help us in the clo-
sure of the disposable e-cigarette loop-
hole. 

As chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus, the administration’s 
work in curtailing youth e-cigarette 
use is commendable. Vaping and e-cig-
arette usage among youth is at a his-
toric low. Good news. 

Despite this, however, the FDA guid-
ance issued by the previous administra-
tion that prohibits flavored e-ciga-
rettes fails to include any disposable e- 
cigarette products currently on the 
market. 

This loophole, alongside the appeal 
that disposable e-cigarettes have for 
our youth, has influenced a surge in 
youth consumption. 

Right now, in smoke shops, corner 
stores, and gas stations across the 
country, disposable e-cigarettes are 
being sold for prices as low as $5. 

Like candy, they are being offered in 
enticing flavors such as strawberry, 
iced apple mango, and pineapple lem-
onade; just what a child would look at. 

Each product is cleverly designed to 
easily fit in one’s pocket, easy to take 
to school or other places. These prod-
ucts are sleek, affordable, pocket-sized, 
and highly accessible. 

A single disposable device can con-
tain enough nicotine as an entire pack 
of cigarettes. 

A 2022 National Youth Tobacco Study 
said these products’ usage is up 2,188 
percent since 2019. It is dangerous. 
Let’s get to work. Let’s save our chil-
dren. 

Let us celebrate a happy Black His-
tory Month, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to thank the Biden Ad-
ministration for its help already. Now the Na-

tion needs help in closing the disposable e- 
cigarette loophole. 

The Administration’s work in curtailing youth 
e-cigarette use is commendable; vaping and 
e-cigarette usage among youths is at a his-
toric low. 

Despite this, however, the FDA guidance 
issued by the previous administration that pro-
hibits flavored e-cigarettes, FAILS to include 
any disposable e-cigarette products currently 
on the market. 

This loophole, alongside the appeal that dis-
posable e-cigarettes have for youth, has influ-
enced a surge in youth consumption. 

Right now, in smoke shops, corner stores, 
and gas stations across the country, dispos-
able e-cigarettes are being sold for prices as 
low as $5. 

They are being offered in enticing flavors 
such as Strawberry, Iced Apple Mango, and 
Pineapple Lemonade. 

Each product is cleverly designed to easily 
fit in one’s pocket. 

These products are sleek, affordable, pock-
et-sized, and highly accessible to our youth. 

A single disposable device can contain 
enough nicotine as an entire pack of ciga-
rettes. 

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol 2022 National Youth Tobacco Study, 
usage of these products is up 2,188 percent 
since 2019. 

This is a dangerous over site that will put 
thousands of lives at risk. 

I urge this Administration to close the loop-
hole to ensure the flavor ban includes dispos-
able e-cigarettes. 

The future and safety of America’s youth 
depend on it. 

f 

GRAVE THREAT TO AMERICAN 
WORKERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, as chair of 
the House Subcommittee on Workforce 
Protections, I will take a moment 
today to address a grave threat to 
American workers that is coming from 
Washington, D.C., right now. Hundreds 
of thousands of Americans are at immi-
nent risk of losing their livelihoods be-
cause of an anti-worker agenda that 
certain politicians and special inter-
ests are pushing by any means nec-
essary. 

The Department of Labor is cur-
rently considering a proposed nation-
wide rule that would severely limit the 
gig economy, freelancing, independent 
contracting, self-employment, and 
other alternate work arrangements 
that entire careers are based on and en-
tire industries have been built around. 

The rule has a similar objective to 
the PRO Act, which is supported by 
President Biden, and even passed the 
House in the last Congress. 

The devastating consequences of 
these policies are not a matter of spec-
ulation. In California, we know all too 
well what is in store for the rest of the 
country if this rule is adopted and if 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:50 Feb 10, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09FE7.047 H09FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T14:52:27-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




