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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘“A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to carry out a national project to pre-
vent, diagnose, treat, and cure Parkin-
son’s, to be known as the National Par-
kinson’s Project, and for other pur-
poses.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 724.

Mr. MCHENRY Mr. Speaker, due to an
unforseen circumstance, | was unable to cast
my vote for H.R. 2365. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 724.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable STEVE
SCALISE, Republican Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 11, 2023.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: Pursuant to the
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence
in Education Foundation authorizing statute
(20 U.S.C. §4703), I am pleased to recommend
the following appointment to the Board of
Trustees:

The Honorable Glenn Grothman of Wis-
consin

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
STEVE SCALISE,
Republican Leader.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
SPEAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker of the House
of Representatives:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 14, 2023.

I hereby designate the period from Thurs-
day, December 14, 2023, through Monday,
January 8, 2024, as a ‘‘district work period”
under section 3(z) of House Resolution 5.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

INFLATION AFFECTS THE
HOLIDAYS

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, this
holiday season, many parents in Wash-
ington’s Fourth Congressional District
and across the Nation will struggle to
afford a special holiday meal for their
family or buy presents for their chil-
dren.

The hard truth is that under the
President’s self-proclaimed Bidenomics
agenda, we have seen trillions spent,
causing inflation to skyrocket to a 40-
year high.

Americans today are still struggling
to afford everyday expenses because
families are spending over $11,000 more
this year than last to purchase the
same basic goods.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress, we have
been working to rein in the out-of-con-
trol spending that this administration
promotes and pursues. Over the sum-
mer, House Republicans successfully
passed the Fiscal Responsibility Act to
restore sanity, limit inflationary
spending, and lift Americans out of
poverty, but there is more work to be
done.

As a member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, I am proud of our ef-
forts in mitigating the damage done by
Big Government spending and reintro-
ducing a commonsense, conservative
approach to the way we use taxpayer
dollars. We must continue to foster an
economy that works for the American
people rather than against them.

On that note, I wish everyone a
merry Christmas and a happy new
year.

————
WORKING TO SUPPORT AMERICA

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to praise President Biden and my
Democratic colleagues for our work to
support the American people this year.

We are building bridges and paving
new roads across this country. We
broke ground on the new Hudson River
tunnel to boost travel and the econ-
omy.

We are lowering prices on insulin and
other lifesaving medications.
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We are improving education.

We are protecting voting rights.

We are fighting for reproductive
rights for all women.

We are creating jobs and investing in
new semiconductor chip technology to
protect American innovations.

The American people told us that
this is what they want done. We are
doing them.

Republicans threw out the House
Speaker for the first time in U.S. his-
tory and worked for their reckless po-
litical agenda instead of the American
people.

Democrats work for America. Repub-
licans work for themselves.

RECOGNIZING SAVANNAH,
GEORGIA

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to bring recognition to
the city of Savannah, Georgia, as it
was named among the best places to re-
tire by Southern Living.

This travel publication considered
numerous factors such as cost of living,
home values, hospitality, accessibility,
and others. Savannah was even nick-
named the ‘‘Hostess City of the
South.”

The city was highlighted for its arts
and culture, as well as its historic
charm. Being an important asset to the
city, the Savannah College of Art and
Design fills nearly 70 buildings down-
town and hosts an annual sidewalk arts
festival named ‘‘Chalk of the Town.”’

However, there is much more beyond
this incredible culture. The city dates
back all the way to 1733, which shines
through the carefully preserved his-
toric buildings, roads, and homes.

Savannah offers trolley rides through
picturesque squares, as well as dozens
of historic cemeteries. The city holds
the key to the most excellent quality
of life.

The city is my home. It is where I
have lived all my life, and I am so very
proud of the city of Savannah.

————
O 1100

HONORING THE LIFE OF ADY
BARKAN

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise with a heavy heart to
honor the life of my friend, Ady
Barkan, who passed away earlier this
year due to complications of ALS.

Ady is fondly remembered by many
as a brilliant strategist, communi-
cator, and activist. He was an activist
who brought our Nation closer to mak-
ing healthcare in America a basic
human right.

Beyond being one of the most power-
ful activists in America, Ady Barkan
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was also a loving husband and a dedi-
cated father. My condolences to
Rachael, his partner of 18 years, and
their two children.

My heart goes out to your family,
Rachael, during this difficult time.
While I can’t imagine a world without
Ady, I know that through Be A Hero,
his work and legacy will live on. That
is why I am so proud to partner with
Be A Hero and work towards intro-
ducing the Ady Barkan Memorial Reso-
lution, and I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution when intro-
duced.

Thank you, Ady, for advocating for a
better tomorrow.

————

CONGRATULATING ARKANSAS
STATE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL
TEAM TO PARTICIPATE IN 2023
CAMELLIA BOWL

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, today
I stand to extend my heartfelt con-
gratulations to Arkansas State Univer-
sity Red Wolves football team for their
well-deserved selection to participate
in the 2023 Camellia Bowl, where they
will face Northern Illinois University.

Reflecting on the 2023 football sea-
son, there is every indication that the
Red Wolves are poised for success in
their upcoming clash with NIU.

Quarterback Jaylen Raynor has been
a true leader on the field, helping de-
liver exhilarating victories that have
ignited the enthusiasm of Arkansas
State’s devoted fans.

As an alum of Arkansas State, I ea-
gerly await the moment when Coach
Butch Jones and the entire wolf pack
take the field on December 23 to proud-
ly represent Natural State on a na-
tional stage.

Wolves up.

——
WORKING FOR AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to support the bipartisan NDAA,
H.R. 2670, because there are men and
women on the front lines across the
world who are doing the work of this
Nation: The civilians and men and
women in the United States military
that are providing logistical and oper-
ational support with equipment, train-
ing and resources needed to carry on.

Yes, and we have reaffirmed diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion, as well as
the personal rights of our soldiers to
have reproductive care.

In addition, my bill, the Foreign Ex-
tortion Prevention Act, was included,
which stops Americans from being ex-
torted overseas. It will finally enable
U.S. law enforcement to indict foreign
kleptocrats for extorting U.S. busi-
nesses and Americans individually that
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basically stops the prosperous work
that we are doing.

Mr. Speaker, as well I stand here sup-
porting the Biden-Harris administra-
tion, because inflation is going down
and retail purchases are going up. We
are spreading broadband across Amer-
ica, and, yes, we are standing together
to fight against denying women their
reproductive rights.

Biden and Harris are going forward
with this Democratic Congress, and we
are standing here working for America.
We will never leave you alone. We will
always stand with you.

———————

THE CHRISTMAS STORY FROM
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, the story
of the birth of Jesus Christ from the
Gospel of Luke:

And it came to pass in those days, that
there went out a decree from Caesar Augus-
tus that all the world should be taxed.

And all went to be taxed, everyone into his
own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out
of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she should
be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a savior, which is Christ the Lord.

————

POLITICALLY CONVENIENT
CONDEMNATION

(Mr. CASTEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, my Republican colleagues voted to
condemn college presidents.

I wish they were condemning anti-
Semitism, but don’t let the title of
that resolution fool you. This was
never about that.

We know that because they did not
condemn anti-Semitism when the
Unite the Right rally chanted: “Jews
will not replace us.”

They didn’t condemn anti-Semitism
when their former Speaker shared a
cartoon suggesting that Jewish bank-
ers controlled the world.

They didn’t condemn anti-Semitism
when Donald Trump said that he only
wanted Jews to count his money.

In every case, they have stood by in
silent cowardice and defended hate
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speech as free speech. Yet, they have
the gall to ask college presidents to re-
sign for emulating their cowardice.

Donald Trump’s rhetoric led to a
spike in hate crimes, anti-Semitic and
anti-Muslim hate crimes. Both spiked
again after October 6.

If you are only calling it out when it
is politically convenient, you are not
helping, you are a part of the problem.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF FIRE
CHIEF RALPH STEGBAUER AND
CAPTAIN JEFF SKAGGS

(Mr. CAREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the memory of two brave fire-
fighters in my district who recently
perished in a tragic accident.

Fire Chief Ralph Stegbauer and Cap-
tain Jeff Skaggs were longtime mem-
bers of the Concord-Green Township
Fire Department and proud sons of
Fayette County.

Each man put their lives on the line
daily for their community, whether it
was responding to house fires at 3 a.m.
or serving as first responders to road-
way accidents, Chief Stegbauer and
Captain Skaggs served selflessly.

Chief Stegbauer, a retired health de-
partment worker and teacher, left his
mark on all those he encountered. A
loving husband and proud father of two
children, Chief Stegbauer always
sought to build up those who were
around him.

Captain Skaggs also had a long his-
tory of not only serving Fayette Coun-
ty, but the country as a whole. He
served in the United States military as
a Ranger, and later was given the rank
of Eb sergeant.

Friends and family remember him as
the first person to offer help to anyone
who was in need. His community re-
garded him in the same way: never too
busy to lend a helping hand.

These two men exemplified what it
meant to be an Ohioan. They worked
hard to support their families, but still
found time to give back to their com-
munities.

They put their lives on the line as
volunteer firefighters and first re-
sponders, never asking for anything in
return. Their tragic passing has left a
hole in our community, and they will
be missed dearly.

Their selfless public service also in-
spires all of us to work harder to make
our communities just a little better. At
Christmastime, please keep their fami-
lies in your prayers.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF AMOS
E. PIERCE, JR.

(Mr. CARTER of Louisiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
life of Amos E. Pierce, Jr., a World War
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