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reminds us of the importance of upholding
the unequivocal prohibitions on nuclear test-
ing as stipulated in the TPNW and the
CTBT. We call on all states to refrain from
actions that undermine the integrity of ei-
ther treaty.

We join the states parties in emphasising
the complementarity of the TPNW with the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and re-
main unwavering in our support of all meas-
ures contributing to nuclear disarmament
and non-proliferation. Through constructive
engagement with policymakers in nuclear-
armed states and their allies, we aim to en-
hance international security and make sub-
stantial strides toward the shared goal of
universalizing the TPNW.

We recognize the importance of not con-
fining discussions on nuclear disarmament
solely to designated diplomatic fora. The
threats posed by nuclear weapons extend far
beyond national security concerns; they en-
compass the well-being of our planet and hu-
manity as a whole. The environmental con-
sequences of nuclear weapons devastate the
health and livelihoods of our communities. It
is our duty to recognize the multifaceted na-
ture of this issue and actively work towards
integrating nuclear disarmament into all
policy areas.

More than 1000 sitting parliamentarians
have signed ICAN’s parliamentary pledge.
We are from 27 countries that have not yet
ratified the TPNW. We span the political
spectrum, and might not see eye to eye on
other issues, but we are united in our com-
mitment to work for our countries’ ratifica-
tion of the TPNW, as we consider the aboli-
tion of nuclear weapons to be a global public
good of the highest order and an essential
step to promote the security and well-being
of all peoples.

In fulfilling our pledge, we have instigated
parliamentary debates on the TPNW; we
have tabled resolutions in support of it; we
have questioned governments on our na-
tional positions; and we have engaged with
our constituents in a public conversation
about the urgent need for disarmament. To
repeat the promise of the TPNW states par-
ties in the Vienna declaration: “We will not
rest until the last state has joined the trea-
ty, the last warhead has been dismantled and
destroyed, and nuclear weapons have been
totally eliminated from the Earth.”’

In conclusion, we echo the collective senti-
ment that many pressing challenges under-
score the urgency and relevance of the mis-
sion embodied by the TPNW. Let us persist
in our collaborative efforts for a future
where humanity thrives in a world free from
the ominous shadow of nuclear weapons.

————
CONGRATULATING JUNIATA COL-
LEGE EAGLES WOMEN’S

VOLLEYBALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, since 2022, the Juniata Col-
lege Eagles women’s volleyball team
has played 70 matches. During that
time, they have lost only twice.

Today, I rise to congratulate the Ju-
niata Eagles on winning their second
consecutive NCAA Division III national
championship.

Playing with technical skill, agility,
and power, these young women have
built a program that has stood the test
of time, becoming a dominant force
and drawing more attention to the
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sport of volleyball in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.

Last week, the Eagles showed that
their hard work over the past 2 years
was well worth it—defeating Hope
International three sets to zero in the
championship match.

Standing behind these incredible ath-
letes is their dedicated coaching staff
and mentors who have dedicated their
expertise, guidance, and support to
nurture these exceptional student ath-
letes.

Coach Heather Pavlik and Assistant
Coach Casey Dale have committed
themselves to shaping not just skilled
players but also well-rounded student
athletes.

On behalf of all the people in Penn-
sylvania’s 13th Congressional District,
I congratulate the Juniata College Ea-
gles under the leadership of President
Jim Troha and wish them every contin-
ued success in the years to come.

———
0 1015
SHUT DOWN LINE 5 PIPELINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, we know
that oil and water don’t mix. Right
now, there is a dirty oil pipeline, called
Line 5, running through the most crit-
ical part of the Great Lakes, operated
by a company called Enbridge, with a
disturbing history of faulty infrastruc-
ture and environmental destruction.

A Line 5 spill would be catastrophic
for the Great Lakes region and the en-
tire country. The Great Lakes hold 21
percent of the world’s fresh surface
water; are home, as we all know, to
precious ecosystems and wildlife; and
tens of millions of people rely on them
for water, jobs, and recreation.

We cannot allow the water we rely on
to live, the water that helps make
Michigan such a special place for so
many, to be sacrificed for corporate
greed.

The good news is that President
Biden could end this threat today by
revoking Line 5’s Presidential permit
and committing to the truth that
water is life and that it is critical to
protect.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon the Biden
administration to stand with the peo-
ple of the Great Lakes and shut down
Line 5 once and for all.

BUILDING A DEMOCRATIC FINANCIAL SYSTEM

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today, big
banks bring in billions in profits while
our financial system promotes inequal-
ity and instability for many of our
families.

Right now, millions of people—mil-
lions—the majority being people of
color, lack access to a checking or sav-
ings account, but an alternative does
exist. We can build a democratic finan-
cial system that puts the livelihoods of
our residents above private profit and
greed.

Instead of serving Wall Street, public
and postal banks can ensure that ev-

H6865

eryone has access to basic financial
services. Instead of investing billions
of dollars annually in fossil fuels, like
JPMorgan Chase and Wells Fargo does,
public banks can facilitate the trans-
formative changes that our commu-
nities desperately need, like real af-
fordable housing for all, disaster pre-
paredness, and a clean energy future
that creates real jobs for all.

That is why Representative OCASIO-
CORTEZ and I introduced the Public
Banking Act of 2023, which provides a
regulatory and institutional frame-
work for the creation of State and
local public banks, like the Bank of
North Dakota, which has been incred-
ibly successful for over a century.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
please join us in supporting a financial
system that works for everyone.

END-OF-YEAR WINS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I take a
moment to celebrate the incredible ac-
complishments that my team and I
have been able to do on behalf of our
constituents.

At the beginning of the year, we
opened three new Neighborhood Serv-
ice Centers in Detroit, Inkster, and
Southfield.

Through the Neighborhood Service
Centers, we have returned over $5.5
million in constituent services dollars
that goes directly into the hands of
8,000 residents, returning over $306,000
this year alone.

We served and responded to over
164,000 letters from our neighbors rang-
ing from advocating for clean water,
clean air, utilities for all, housing for
all, and so much more. We have hosted
and participated in over 120 events, in-
cluding coffee hours and townhalls and
resource fairs and more, really trying
to help our families get through every-
day challenges and issues.

Our legislative advocacy has spanned
from affordable housing to medical
debt cancellation and ending auto in-
surance discrimination once and for
all.

Mr. Speaker, we have introduced 160
bills and amendments, and 39 of them
have actually passed.

This year, we celebrated the 1-year
anniversary of the Congressional
Mamas’ Caucus where we are com-
mitted to advocating for working
mothers and their families on issues of
affordable childcare, pay leave, Black
maternal health, and economic justice.

These accomplishments would not
have been possible without our resi-
dents. Thank you for believing in me
and sending me here to Congress to do
the people’s work. It has been truly an
honor to serve you and to be your Con-
gresswoman.

This is just the beginning of what we
all can continue to accomplish.

———
RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING
PENNSYLVANIA STUDENTS

AWARDED BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from



H6866

Pennsylvania (Mr.
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
10 outstanding students across Penn-
sylvania’s 15th Congressional District
who have been awarded the Benjamin
A. Gilman International Scholarship.

The Gilman program is named after
former Congressman Benjamin A. Gil-
man, who served in Congress from 1973
to 2003. He was chair of the House
International Relations Committee and
represented Upstate New York.

Established in 2001, the Gilman pro-
gram is part of the State Department’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs. This scholarship sponsors stu-
dents to study or intern abroad during
the academic year.

This program is an important part of
the Federal Government’s effort to ex-
pand and diversify U.S. study abroad
and allows Americans to gain the glob-
al competencies that are crucial to our
national security and our economic
prosperity.

Since 2001, this program has allowed
more than 41,000 Americans from 1,350
U.S. colleges and universities to study
or intern in more than 160 countries.
The Gilman program advances people-
to-people diplomacy and strengthens
America’s role in the global market-
place.

The Gilman program continues to ex-
pand the American student population
that studies abroad with nearly 70 per-
cent of Gilman scholars identifying as
students of color, 60 percent from small
towns or rural parts of the United
States, and nearly 50 percent are first-
generation college students.

Congratulations to Rik
Bhattacharyya, a student from Penn
State University studying in India;
Ashlyn Bird of Lycoming County, a
student at Drexel University studying
in the United Kingdom; Deven Dancy
of Union County, a student at Susque-
hanna University studying in Ghana;
Hannah Dees of Centre County, a stu-
dent at Juniata College studying in the
United Kingdom; Shawnee Geletka of
Venango County, a student at College
for Creative Studies studying in Italy;
Saoirse Hopp of Centre County, a stu-
dent at University of Pittsburgh study-
ing in Spain; Kimberly Johnson of Pot-
ter County, a student at Drexel Univer-
sity studying in Italy; Luke Kantz of
Snyder County, a student at University
of Pittsburgh studying in India; Rute
Pires of Union County, a student at
Bucknell studying in Ireland; and
Casey Sennett of Centre County, a stu-
dent at Penn State University studying
in Italy.

These students are currently study-
ing or interning across the world.

Good luck in your studies, and enjoy
your time abroad.

———
JAYDEN DANIELS, HEISMAN
TROPHY RECIPIENT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
an extraordinary talent and force in
the world of college football, LSU’s
Jayden Daniels, the recipient of this
year’s Heisman Trophy.

Jayden’s journey has been remark-
able, defined by grit, determination,
and a love for the game. Winning the
Heisman is not just a personal victory,
it is a testament to the countless hours
of hard work, sacrifice, and unwavering
support of your teammates and coach-
es.

It truly takes a village.

Jayden’s skill on the field has cap-
tivated fans, and his leadership has in-
spired generations of future athletes.

As Jayden holds this coveted trophy,
may he know that he has etched his
name in football history and Louisiana
history. Mr. Speaker, I congratulate
Jayden on this well-deserved honor. I
know it will be a stepping stone to
even greater heights.

THE CITY OF LOVE

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
pastoral anniversary of Bishop Lester
Love and Pastor Fran Love. Twenty-
five years of faithful leadership have
shaped The City of Love into a beacon
of hope and inspiration.

Bishop Lester Love has shepherded
The City of Love with a clear vision.
His exemplary leadership has not only
guided his congregation but has be-
come a blueprint for leadership excel-
lence in churches and corporations
alike.

Alongside him, Prophet Fran Love, a
woman of unwavering faith, has dem-
onstrated her commitment to social
justice through initiatives like the
Daughters of Life and Love, DOLL. I
admire her active devotion to uplifting
others and serving mankind and wom-
ankind.

Together, they have led The City of
Love with passion and a commitment
to community service. Their outreach
organization, LOVE365, has touched
thousands of lives.

Beyond the pulpit, Bishop Lester
Love and Prophet Fran Love have be-
come pillars of support for the greater
New Orleans community. Their influ-
ence extends far beyond the walls of
The City of Love, reaching into the
hearts and lives of those they touch.

As I congratulate this remarkable
couple, I also express my gratitude for
their friendship and guidance.

May the next chapter of your journey
be filled with continued blessings and
fulfillment for the mission of love and
the people that you serve.

AWARDING CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO

MONTFORD POINT MARINES

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
valor and resilience of the Montford
Point Marines whose invincible spirit
has left a permanent mark on our Na-
tion’s history.

Eighty years in the making, eight
courageous New Orleanians received
the Congressional Medal of Honor this
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November, a long overdue recognition
of their pivotal role as the first African
Americans to join the Marines.

Their names are:

Private First Class Granville ‘“‘Jack”
Alexander, Sr.

First Sergeant Nolan A. Marshall, Sr.

Staff Sergeant Charles E. Allen, Sr.

Corporal George A. Dupre, Sr.

Private First Class, Andrew J.
LeBlanc.

Staff Sergeant Melvin O. Parent, Sr.

Sergeant Gilbert Smith, Sr.; and

Private First Class Lloyd B. Wills,
Sr.

These heroes who fought to fight for
America and made a way from no way,
faced adversity head-on and did it with
pride and honor.

Barred from the national marines
boot camp, they ©persevered at
Montford Point, enduring grueling
training and overcoming the stigma
that African Americans couldn’t serve
as marines. They not only served hon-
orably, but they blazed a trail for 20,000
African Americans who followed in
their footsteps.

In 1949, Montford Point was decom-
missioned but their legacy endures.
Their sacrifice paved the way for diver-
sity and inclusion in the Marine Corps,
and we proudly embrace their history
and their service today.

Thank you for your incredible serv-
ice.

God bless you, and God bless Amer-
ica.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN
ZACH EVANS AND CAPTAIN

JOSHUA SADDLER FOR THEIR
LIFESAVING ACTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the valiant actions
of two Air Force officers from our com-
munity who placed their own physical
safety on the back burner to save citi-
zens from a burning vehicle crash.

Captain Zach Evans, a pilot with the
3rd Airlift Squadron, and Captain Josh-
ua Saddler, a MQ-9 Reaper pilot with
the 656th Special Operations Squadron,
are not just heroes but are sons from
Nebraska. I am proud to say that Cap-
tain Evans is a former member of our
district staff.

When Zach joined the Air Force, I
knew he would go far. Needless to say,
Zach and Josh are both living up to, if
not surpassing, all expectations and
are bringing great honor to our com-
munity.

On May b5, Captain Zach Evans and
Captain Joshua Saddler, good friends
and graduates of the University of Ne-
braska, witnessed a truck driving er-
ratically on a poorly lit road in Dover,
Delaware. The truck swerved between
lanes, crossing medians, and ignoring
traffic signals.

Captain Evans and Captain Saddler
called 911 to report the driver and kept
a safe distance. However, the driver
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