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I think we need to put up more 

guardrails, and I hope we will have 
more discussions on this issue and this 
bill if they are going to move forward 
in the way they are because I want to 
remind us that if we are not willing to 
stand up for the rights of Americans 
here, then I don’t know why we are 
even in Congress. 

This Fourth Amendment right is a 
significant right, and it is a bipartisan 
issue. I hope we will take a more seri-
ous look at how we can improve this 
FISA reauthorization before it is reau-
thorized and have better legislation. 

b 1930 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank all 
the Members for participating tonight. 

When government grows, freedom 
shrinks. As conservatives in Congress, 
we must not compromise on freedom. 
Our sworn duty is to uphold the con-
stitutional rights of all Americans, and 
I encourage all of my colleagues to re-
member the solemn oath that we all 
took to do so and support legislation 
that will aid us in that effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. MOORE), from the First 
Congressional District and the cohost 
of this Special Order, for his closing re-
marks. 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
President Biden is once again circum-
venting the rule of law and leaving 
hardworking Americans who never 
went to college with a $559 billion bill 
to cover unpaid student loans. 

House Republicans will bring to the 
floor H.J. Res. 88 expressing our dis-
approval of President Biden’s Saving 
on a Valuable Education, SAVE, plan 
which would drastically alter the In-
come-Driven Repayment program and 
make America’s student loan program 
even more expensive for taxpayers. 
Let’s be clear: This sets the precedent 
that Federal education loans do not 
need to be repaid. 

Using American tax dollars to give a 
blanket subsidy to those who earn dis-
proportionately more money than oth-
ers is government at its worst. For 
those who never went to college, for 
those who are struggling with inflation 
and don’t need more money flooding 
into a broken system, and for those 
who already paid off their loans, any 
effort to wipe the slate clean is com-
pletely unfair. 

I, along with many other House Re-
publicans, support universities focus-
ing on a strong ROI to keep costs down. 
We support Federal student loan re-
forms. We do not support blanket stu-
dent loan forgiveness for political pan-
dering in an election year. 

Even though the system has plenty 
of room to improve, it is my job to 
highlight ways the State of Utah is 
getting it right. Utah has the lowest 
average student loan debt per borrower 
in the country and the lowest percent-
age of graduates leaving campus with 
student debt. The University of Utah’s 
medical school and nursing program at 
Weber State University work to hold 

down student debt by designing in-
structional schedules to allow students 
to work while attending college. 

I have had to apologize multiple 
times to constituents in the First Dis-
trict who built businesses after paying 
their way through school or other pro-
gramming and paid their taxes, only to 
have their hard-earned dollars trans-
ferred to folks who have chosen a ca-
reer and a different approach that re-
quired carrying some debt that they 
planned for. 

Now, with the government saying 
they don’t need to plan for it, we are 
teaching our children the exact wrong 
thing that made our country so great. 
I am deeply frustrated that I am going 
to have to continue to apologize. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

CONCERN FOR OUR COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD) 
for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 

am here tonight, concerned about our 
country, and I am concerned about our 
willingness as Members of Congress to 
meet the moment, to stand in the gap, 
to validate the hope placed in us as the 
Republican majority, to stand in the 
gap and to meet the moment to deal 
with the great crisis, the threats facing 
our country. 

I will begin by mentioning our na-
tional debt. The days of spending with-
out consequence are over. We have 40- 
year-high inflation as a result of un-
precedented, excessive, reckless spend-
ing. We are on track this year for a $2.5 
trillion deficit. We are running a 
monthly deficit of about $200 billion a 
month. 

We are suffering the consequences 
with 40-year high inflation and grocery 
prices where Thanksgiving dinner costs 
40 percent more than it did when this 
President was sworn in 3 years ago. Gas 
prices are up, utility prices are up, 
housing prices are up, rent prices are 
up, and then you have got interest 
rates. 

The American people are suffering 
further under 20-year high interest 
rates, interest rates that have been in-
creased by the Fed in a futile attempt 
to try to combat inflation. Histori-
cally, you raise interest rates because 
you have a hot economy and you are 
trying to ward off inflation. In this 
case, the inflation has been caused by 
the unprecedented levels of spending, 
and then we have further exacerbated 

this, this administration, this Federal 
Reserve under this President, with in-
terest rates that have put home prices 
out of reach for most Americans. 

Now, we have got our credit being 
downgraded. Two credit rating agen-
cies have downgraded our debt, which 
will further cause interest rates to go 
up and payments on our national debt 
to increase even more. 

The snowball effect of $34 trillion in 
debt, record interest rates, a $200 bil-
lion monthly deficit, is taking its toll. 
With each passing day that we fail to 
deal with the greatest fiscal crisis in 
the history of the country, we deepen 
the pain and the suffering that is put 
upon the American people not only just 
today but in the future. 

Meanwhile, how do we see Congress 
responding? Do we see a commitment 
here in this House to cut our spending, 
to deal with our discretionary spend-
ing, as we call it? Every dollar we 
spend in this House and in the Chamber 
next door, every dollar we spend for 
discretionary spending, everything 
that we vote on in spending, is bor-
rowed. The total this year of discre-
tionary spending is somewhere around 
$1.7 trillion. Again, with a $200 billion 
monthly deficit and $2.5 trillion worth 
of deficit for the 12-month period, all of 
the discretionary spending is essen-
tially borrowed. 

Are we going to meet the moment? 
Are we going to rise to the occasion as 
a Republican majority? 

If not now, when? 
When will we take this seriously? 

When will we be willing to do what the 
American people elected us to do? 

If not now, when? If not us, who? 
I am pleased to have with me my 

good friend, the courageous fiscal war-
rior from Arizona, Mr. ANDY BIGGS, and 
I would like to hear his thoughts on 
this national debt subject. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) for the pur-
pose of a colloquy. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
GOOD for engaging me in this colloquy. 

I want to talk briefly about this 
number that has been put out there. He 
is asking the question: Will we rise to 
the occasion? 

I am going to give the bad news first. 
This is like in ‘‘The Matrix,’’ the first 
version, where they give you the red 
pill or the blue pill. The red pill is re-
ality. The blue pill is you can continue 
on in your slumber. 

I am going to propose a different pill, 
and it is a black pill. The black pill, I 
would suggest to you, means that re-
ality is the awful truth. The awful 
truth here is we know that we are not 
going to rise to the moment. 

Why do we know that? Because in the 
context of everything you just gave us, 
I want to talk about that supplemental 
that has been proposed by the Senate. 

We have already passed out of this 
body a $14.5 billion supplemental pack-
age for Israel. We found a way to pay 
for it. It goes to the Senate. They don’t 
bother to take it up. They don’t want 
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that. In fact, one of the Republican ap-
propriators over there said: We don’t 
do that; we don’t pay for 
supplementals. 

Wow. You know what? That indi-
vidual was correct. It had never been 
done before. We did it, but they don’t 
want to do that. 

Instead, they want to leverage a con-
troversial spend of $61 billion for 
Ukraine funding by leveraging what 
Israel needs, our good friend in the Le-
vant. That is what they want to lever-
age. 

You know what they throw in there, 
as well? They throw in some money for 
Taiwan; they throw in some money for 
the border. I won’t get into the border 
until you yield more time, but I will 
tell you this: That money they are 
talking about for the border is not to 
stop the 10,000 to 12,000 people per day 
coming into the country; it is to facili-
tate their entry and dispersion 
throughout the country. 

If you think we are going to rise to 
the moment when we are dealing with 
a group of people across the way, the 
leadership over there, that have pro-
posed that—and I am seeing, sadly, a 
momentum for that to happen right 
here on the floor of this Chamber—then 
I would tell you the black pill has been 
swallowed, and there is trouble and 
tough sledding ahead for the United 
States of America because the people 
who have been elected to fight that are 
acquiescing. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate his bringing up the supple-
mental, because I want to give Speaker 
Johnson credit for what he did with 
that House supplemental. 

The supplemental, the $106 billion 
package that was proposed by the 
President and the Senate majority 
leader of the Democrat-controlled Sen-
ate, represents everything that is 
wrong with Washington. 

To the point, we are running a $200 
billion deficit, and yet we have a sup-
plemental, which again, as he said, 
means we don’t pay for it. We add it 
on; we tack it on; we borrow more; let’s 
borrow $106 billion. Virtually everyone 
in Congress, I think—certainly all Re-
publicans and most Democrats—want 
to support one of our true allies on the 
global stage—one of our, I would sub-
mit, two or three allies at a min-
imum—Israel, through the brutal ter-
rorist attack by Hamas. We want to 
come to the aid of our friend and our 
genuine ally Israel and give them the 
help that they need, but Israel doesn’t 
have $34 trillion in national debt. Israel 
is not running a $200 billion deficit. 
Israel is fiscally solvent. We are not. 
Even for something so worthy as this 
cause, we have a responsibility to pay 
for it, if we can, and we can. 

Therefore, Speaker Johnson met the 
moment and said let’s pay for it by 
taking some of the $80 billion that was 
allocated for the 87,000 IRS hirings in 
the inflation increase act last summer, 
let’s cut $14 billion from there to pay 
for the $14 billion for Israel, and it 

passed on a bipartisan basis in this 
Chamber. Twelve Democrats voted for 
it. 

Honestly, I thought, you know what? 
We are plowing new ground in the 
House. We are separating the Israel 
aid. We are not doing again that which 
is represented by what we typically do 
here in Washington, which is all that is 
wrong with Washington. We say, we are 
going to hijack or hold hostage our de-
sire to support Israel. We can’t give 
them that $14 billion unless you also 
give them the $92 billion that has noth-
ing to do with Israel: $60 billion for 
Ukraine, as was said, humanitarian 
support for Hamas, and more money 
for Mayorkas to process illegals in the 
country more quickly and more decep-
tively, another ill-defined, disastrous 
humanitarian system. We are going to 
hold hostage $14 billion for Israel with 
the $92 billion we have got to choke 
down. 

I thought when Speaker Johnson and 
this Republican majority rose to the 
occasion with the support of 12 Demo-
crats, who courageously crossed the 
aisle and did the right thing, that the 
Senate would have to take it up, that 
they wouldn’t hold up support for 
Israel on a bipartisan bill just because 
it was paid for and just because it was 
going to cut by $14 billion the $80 bil-
lion IRS expansion and just because it 
didn’t include the $92 billion that 
didn’t have anything to do with Israel. 

I know my colleague joined me in 
calling upon the Speaker and calling 
upon our Republican majority to stand 
with our Speaker. He needs to know we 
have his back and we stand with him. 
We have passed Israel support out of 
this House. We are requiring it to be 
paid for because that is the responsible 
thing for our kids and our grandkids 
and for the American people. We are 
not going to take up any other supple-
mental that has support for Israel, and 
every supplemental must be paid for. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) to hear some 
additional thoughts. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, first of all, 
when the gentleman starts talking 
about that, he raises a point that I 
have been arguing vociferously about 
for some time, and that is Republicans 
manage to snatch defeat from the jaws 
of victory over and over again. We ne-
gotiate against ourselves. That is what 
is happening on the supplemental. That 
is what is happening on the NDAA. 

We passed out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee today a bill, hugely bipartisan, 
35 people voted for it, 2 against it, in-
cluding massive reforms, reforms that 
groups across the spectrum, from right 
to left, Republican and Democrat, have 
said these are the reforms we need to 
see. 

b 1945 

The leverage goes away when you 
give an extension into April for FISA 
in its current form, which is what the 
Speaker is acquiescing to after telling 
us he wasn’t going to go there. That is 

negotiating against yourself. Why is 
that? What happens? 

The leverage against the Senate on 
FISA then goes away. I was not sur-
prised to know that Chairman TURNER 
said he will let the Judiciary bill come 
to the floor. Why wouldn’t he? 

Because he knows that the leverage 
is now gone and the Senate has no in-
centive to take up a meaningful reform 
bill. That is the problem. It goes back 
to the border. 

The border is the same way. There 
were 12,000 people that came across 
yesterday. That was an all-time single- 
day record. There were 12,000 people en-
countered. That does not include the 
10,000 people that got away. 

You are looking at 300,000 plus for the 
month of December that we can project 
already. That will be a record. We say, 
oh, let’s do H.R. 2. We did H.R. 2. That 
was a good, solid border security pack-
age. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. That you were 
responsible in helping to craft that 
bill—you and our friend CHIP ROY. 

Mr. BIGGS. We got it through. It 
went through and is languishing in the 
Senate. We say things like: I will tell 
you what, let’s put the H.R. 2 bill on 
the supplemental. We are not going to 
do anything with regard to the supple-
mental unless you actually give us bor-
der security. It isn’t policy anymore 
because the policy doesn’t work unless 
you have a lawful, rule of law type of 
government. We don’t. We flat out 
don’t. 

This administration is lawless. They 
are not going to follow the law. They 
are not following the law now. They 
are not following the law on FISA, 
which is why we have to reform FISA. 
They are not following the law on the 
border policies and the border laws. 
This is why we have got to say we are 
going to stop funding a government 
that is lawless and surveils American 
citizens and allows us to be overrun. 

Did you know that in Portland, Or-
egon, they had more than 300 fentanyl 
overdose deaths in the first 3 months of 
this fiscal year? They are on track for 
over 1,200. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Just in Port-
land? 

Mr. BIGGS. Just in Portland. I am 
telling you that this is a regime that is 
okay with dismantling our country. It 
is time that we stand up and say no 
more. No more. 

I am happy to talk about any other 
topic that you want. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. I want to go 
back to what you were talking about in 
the supplemental, actually on the 
spending, as well as on the FISA re-
forms. 

This is a town of power and persua-
sion of leverage. I’m not sure we effec-
tively know how to use leverage when 
we have it. We are a town that does 
things—a body that only does things 
when we have to, when there is a dead-
line and when there is the pressure. 

You talked about relieving the pres-
sure on the FISA reforms because of 
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the approaching deadline, the expira-
tion of the current authorization. Why 
would we be so fearful of that expira-
tion to the extent that we are unwill-
ing to force upon the Senate the re-
forms that we are trying to pass out of 
the Judiciary Committee? The Judici-
ary Committee voted 35–2 on an over-
whelmingly bipartisan basis that would 
pass this body if we put it on the floor 
today. 

The Senate apparently isn’t so wor-
ried about the expiration that we think 
they will take up our bill and pass it. 
There we would relieve the pressure to 
reform FISA so it doesn’t expire. 

You can apply that to the debt situa-
tion. We did another continuing resolu-
tion where we extended the Biden, 
Pelosi, and Schumer policies and 
spending levels into mid-January and 
early February with the promise that 
we work on passing our remaining five 
bills. 

I am sorry to say and disappointed to 
acknowledge, we have not had any 
demonstrated effort to bring those re-
maining five bills to the floor. We don’t 
have the commitment to the top line 
total programmatic spending levels. 
Our commitment to cut spending, no 
matter how modest, to cut spending 
from a year ago. This is something 
Congress hasn’t done—you know your 
history better than I do—in how many 
years, where they cut the spending 
year over year. 

We relieve the pressure. And then in-
stead of trying to work during the time 
that we have to pass these spending 
bills, we are not doing it as we ap-
proach January 19. I expect this body is 
going to go home next week and not re-
port for nearly a month to work on the 
spending bills that, in theory, we are 
supposed to pass before January 19’s 
expiration, this continuing resolution. 

Where is our unified commitment? 
We talk a lot about unity here. Unity 

requires a unified mission, a unified 
purpose, and a unified vision to accom-
plish what? 

We could point to so many existen-
tial crises created by our friends on the 
other side, the Democratic majority 
when they had control, the Senate ma-
jority, and the White House. I think 
you might agree, the two most pressing 
are the two we mentioned tonight: the 
border and the spending. 

What, in the words of one of my fa-
vorite movies, ‘‘The Untouchables,’’ 
Sean Connery saying, ‘‘What are you 
prepared to do?’’ 

What are we prepared to do to force 
a lawless administration to secure the 
border? 

What are we prepared to do to deal 
with the unprecedented level of spend-
ing that is literally crushing us, cre-
ating the greatest fiscal crisis the 
country has every faced? 

What are we prepared to do as a Re-
publican majority to come together in 
a unified manner? 

Why would we continue to fund our 
fiscal demise? 

Why would we continue to fund an 
open border? 

You know the border issue better 
than anybody. Some 8 million plus 
were helped across this border by this 
administration and this President’s 
policies. Helped across. 

There would be irreparable harm 
done if we secured the border today. 
There are some 2 million known got- 
aways. These are the ones who don’t 
want all the free stuff and don’t sur-
render to Border Patrol under the poli-
cies of this administration for free 
travel, free housing, free social serv-
ices, free education, free—just about 
everything—benefits that the Amer-
ican people don’t get as citizens. 

These are the ones who don’t sur-
render for that because they have 
criminal backgrounds and terrorist 
ties. We find 100 a year, the dumb ter-
rorists who Border Patrol apprehends. 
There are 100 a year with terrorist ties. 
How many are among the 2 million? 

If we sealed the border today, only 
time will tell on what scale the Amer-
ican people will suffer catastrophic 
harm because of this President’s poli-
cies—far beyond what we have seen 
across the ocean with our friends in 
Israel. What are we prepared to do? 

Mr. BIGGS. What I would tell you is 
that when you have—let’s take 
Lukeville, Arizona, a small port of 
entry. There are people going from 
Phoenix and Tucson down to the Sea of 
Cortez and they are going to go down 
to Rocky Point, which is a lovely sea-
side village. It is a small town, and 
people love to go down there. It is 
closed now. Do you know why it is 
closed? 

Because so many people, groups of 
1,000 illegal aliens, are coming to that 
port of entry. There is no way to proc-
ess them. There is no way to get them 
to Ajo or the Three Points Station or 
the Casa Grande station because that 
takes hours. They closed that down. 

You can now see sitting there 1,000 
individuals. If you look closely, you 
won’t find a single woman or a child in 
that 1,000. They are all men ages 18 to 
35 from multitudes of nations. 

You say: What are we willing to do? 
I am going to offer a humble sugges-

tion. 
Mr. GOOD of Virginia. I thought you 

might. 
Mr. BIGGS. It is my suggestion and 

it is this: This administration is law-
less and has no desire to enforce the 
laws already in place. What I would say 
is, how do you incentivize them? 

Do you incentivize them by allowing 
them to keep the FRA spending? 

Do you incentivize them when you 
say, okay, I will tell you what, we are 
going to keep your Green New Deal 
subsidies that you said would not cost 
more than $350 billion, which will now 
cost more than $2 trillion? 

Will you do anything if we don’t stop 
funding the things you desire? 

The answer is no. 
What I would say is, we know that 

Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, 
and veterans’ benefits will continue on. 
Why not then identify that we are 

going to pay for ICE, CBP, the air traf-
fic controllers, TSA, the military men 
and women, and then say that is it, Mr. 
Biden. That is all we are going to con-
tinue funding. That is the basic min-
imum to make sure that Americans are 
safe. 

We refuse to do more spending. By 
the way, we are having to borrow sig-
nificant portions of that. We refuse to 
keep borrowing money and go in debt 
so future generations will go bankrupt 
themselves until you secure the border 
with demonstrable and measurable 
metrics. 

I will give you one example. Yuma, 
Arizona. Yuma has one hospital and 
there are about 80,000 people in Yuma. 
The emergency room on most days is 
completely filled with illegal aliens. 
The local people, people who are going 
to have babies. If there is a woman 
ready to deliver, do you know where 
she is going? 

She is driving 3 hours up to Phoenix 
or 31⁄2 hours over to San Diego. The 
people with heart conditions that need 
procedures on an emergency basis, 
same thing, they are getting Air 
Evac’d up to Phoenix or San Diego. 

Here is the deal. Under the last full 
year of Donald Trump as the President, 
do you know what they had? 

They had a total of 8,600 encounters. 
That is for a year. Do you know what 
they are doing in a week now? 

About 8,000 a week. That is under 
this administration. 

Do you think it is not a crisis? 
Go down there and talk to the plant-

ers who have had to literally plow 
under fields because these people come 
across, they go walking through the 
fields. These are sensitive fields. Why 
is that important? 

Because more than 90 percent of all 
green vegetables provided to this coun-
try during the winter months come out 
of Yuma, Arizona. It is a hazard to our 
food supply. 

This administration doesn’t care if it 
is a hazard to food supply. They don’t 
care if you have got 1,200 people going 
to die of fentanyl overdose in Portland, 
Oregon. They just don’t care. They are 
not going to actually follow the law, so 
we have got to incentivize them. 

If we do not have the courage to 
incentivize them, then why the hell did 
we come to Congress? 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. You cannot 
overstate the harm being done and the 
damage to our country by this border 
invasion. It is a border invasion. As we 
have had hearings on this issue in the 
Budget Committee or in the Education 
and the Workforce Committee, my 
friends across the aisle don’t like that 
I call it a border invasion. 

Mind you, they don’t care about the 
border invasion. They just don’t like 
me to call it a border invasion. This is 
on purpose. This is intentional. Every 
resource and every effort directed to 
the border over these past 3 years from 
this administration has been with the 
intent to get as many illegals, as 
quickly as possible and as successfully 
as possible, into the country. 
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To your point, why would we con-

tinue to fund and give billions of dol-
lars a month—hundreds of billions of 
dollars a month to a lawless adminis-
tration that is perpetrating this kind 
of harm on the country? 

I would submit that never in the his-
tory of the country has our own Presi-
dent done more to intentionally harm 
the United States than what is hap-
pening with this border. 

b 2000 
I will say it again. Never in the his-

tory of the country has our own Presi-
dent done more to intentionally harm 
the United States than what this Presi-
dent has done with the border. Give me 
an example of something that comes 
close. 

The American people are counting on 
us. They gave us the majority a year 
ago because we ran on fiscal responsi-
bility. We have not met that responsi-
bility. We ran on securing the border, 
yet we continue to maintain the spend-
ing levels and policies with continuing 
resolutions and extensions that don’t 
deliver for the American people. 

They are trusting us, and they are 
putting their faith in us to stand in the 
gap to be that one barrier to the poli-
cies under which they are suffering and 
that are destroying the America that 
we know and love. 

I am proud to serve with the gen-
tleman from Arizona and many of my 
colleagues here in Congress who are 
ready to do what needs to be done, to 
make the tough choices, to cast the 
tough votes, and to honor the trust and 
faith that the American people placed 
in us. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS). 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor to serve with the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOOD). 

Let me say two things. I am more 
than willing to be here over the next 5 
weeks if it means that we can work to 
get these things addressed. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you one more 
reason why you should not be giving up 
on FISA and why you should not be ex-
tending it. It is because the authorities 
and warrants issued before April 10 will 
continue on into 2025. We will have 
lost, perhaps even forever, our ability 
to reform a program that has been 
weaponized against the United States 
of America and our beloved fellow citi-
zens. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 
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ISSUES IGNORED BY THE MEDIA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
going to try to talk about some issues 

that our press corps has not adequately 
covered. All of these issues will be 
brought to the fore sometime in the 
next 3 months, and well-informed citi-
zens should have an opinion on them. 
That means that, to a degree, the press 
corps has to do a good job of educating 
the citizenry on these issues. 

The first issue I am going to talk 
about one more time is immigration. 
There is some time in the next 8 weeks 
in which an agreement is going to have 
to be reached regarding the huge prob-
lems we have on the southern border. 
These problems have been largely ig-
nored under the Biden administration, 
and it is time that something be done. 

I want to recount right now that, in 
the most recent months, we are having 
about 240,000 people cross the southern 
border. Every month, we hit new 
records for that month. In October, we 
again exceeded where we were 12 
months ago and 24 months ago. 

In addition to the fact that we have 
about 240,000 people crossing the south-
ern border, we have a situation in 
which about 9,000 unaccompanied mi-
nors, people under the age of 18, are 
coming here without either parent. 

We also have a situation where of the 
about 240,000 people who are crossing 
the border, about 60,000 are what they 
call got-aways. In other words, they 
have had no contact at all with the of-
ficialdom of the United States Govern-
ment. Of course, these people are par-
ticularly dangerous because they 
haven’t even gone through the perfunc-
tory check that other people go 
through when they show up at the 
southern border. 

It should also be pointed out that the 
United States is not being pikers at all 
when it comes to allowing other people 
into this country. The American citi-
zenry should know that, in the most re-
cent year available, over 1 million peo-
ple were sworn in as new citizens to the 
United States. This is the third highest 
on record at a time when we are fol-
lowing a year that was over 900,000. We 
are kind of in unprecedented territory 
for a 2-year period. 

When I was a child in the 1960s, by 
comparison, about 100,000 people a year 
were sworn in in the United States. We 
worked that way up in the 1980s to be 
about 200,000. 

So, when we say 1 million people a 
year are being sworn in as citizens of 
the United States, we are really chang-
ing things in this country. As a result, 
nobody can say or should be able to say 
that we are not doing our fair share in 
welcoming more people into the United 
States. 

It should also be pointed out that the 
number of people who are being de-
ported from this country is now a frac-
tion of what it was a few years ago. In 
fiscal year 2019, about 270,000 people 
were deported. In the most recent year 
available, that number has fallen to 
72,000. 

On one level, we are multiplying the 
number of people coming across the 
border by a factor of 10, and then once 

people come here and break the law or 
whatever, we are now kicking out or 
deporting about one-quarter of the 
number that we were 4 years ago. 

The Biden administration has not 
cared about this at all. However, there 
are going to be multiple discussions 
with the Biden administration not only 
with regard to appropriations bills that 
are coming up but supplemental bills 
that are coming up. 

This is the biggest crisis facing 
America today. We are permanently 
changing the United States by allowing 
this many people to come across the 
border. 

I want to point out to the American 
public that John Adams said that our 
Constitution was fit for a moral and re-
ligious people and totally unfit for any-
body else. 

Insofar as we are allowing people in 
our country who do not have a love of 
freedom and who want to turn their 
lives over to the government, we are 
going to ruin our country. It will no 
longer be the wonderful country that 
we grew up in. When we invite this 
many inappropriately vetted people, 
that is a definite concern. 

There is also a concern for the Amer-
ican Government. We are right now in 
a position where we are borrowing 22 
percent of our budget. A significant 
number of people crossing the southern 
border are going to have to be taken 
care of by the Federal Government. 
They won’t be able to find jobs. Not 
only will they not be able to find jobs, 
but they are coming here without com-
plete families. Their children are going 
to be educated. President Biden prom-
ised during the 2020 election that he 
would provide free healthcare to people 
coming here illegally. We are doing 
that. That is also very expensive at a 
time when we don’t have money for 
more. 

As a result, I think it is a situation 
that has to be cleaned up and finished 
before we pass any more of what we 
call supplemental bills in this Cham-
ber. 

In particular, people are asking for 
tens of billions of dollars in aid to 
Ukraine. I think everybody would like 
to see them get that money, but at a 
time when we are having to flood 
money in to take care of people cross-
ing the southern border, I don’t think 
we have that money until that problem 
is cleaned up. 

I hope the American citizen is paying 
attention to this. 

Again, to summarize, 10 times as 
many people are crossing the border as 
there were 4 years ago. The number of 
people being kicked out, usually for 
breaking the law, being deported, is 
about one-quarter of what it was 4 
years ago. The number of people who 
are being sworn in legally—when peo-
ple say, oh, we ought to let some peo-
ple here—there are over 1 million right 
now. We are near historical highs on 
that level. 
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