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small business owner, you don’t need
the Federal Government trying to con-
trol your life.

Serving as the Representative for the
Big First District in Kansas continues
to be the honor of a lifetime. There is
a lot of work left to do, but with prayer
and hard work, I really believe that the
greatest days in this Nation are yet to
come.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

————
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Kan-
sas (Mr. MANN) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN),
who represents the 36th District of
Texas. Congressman BABIN serves on
the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee with me. I am
grateful for his presence here tonight
and for his friendship.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
my good friend, the gentleman from
Kansas, for yielding and for this Spe-
cial Order.

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to imagine an
administration that goes out of its way
to increase our dependency on an ad-
versarial nation hell-bent on our de-
mise here in the United States of
America. That is precisely what is hap-
pening—all because the left hates oil
and gas and fossil fuels. I represent a
district that is the epicenter of energy
in east Texas in the greater Houston
region.

Communist China wishes nothing
more than to see America burn to the
ground, and Joe Biden’s reckless de-
mand for electric vehicles continues to
give Beijing an ever-increasing advan-
tage in seeing this quest through.

Let’s 1look at some of the facts.

Nearly 80 percent of the world’s cell
manufacturing capacity for EV bat-
teries is controlled by none other than
Beijing, the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, 75 percent of the world’s
lithium-ion battery megafactories are
in the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, 90 percent of graphite,
the single largest mineral component
of EV batteries, electric vehicle bat-
teries, is refined in the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

Yet, if increased reliance on China
isn’t alarming enough, let’s look at
how electric vehicles are faring on the
home front.

Just a few weeks ago, in my own of-
fice, I had a number of car dealers from
my great State of Texas visit to share
the latest on EV—electric vehicle—
sales. Given how much the Biden ad-
ministration talks about EVs, you
would think that they are selling like
hotcakes. Big surprise, or maybe not,
they are actually selling like $50,000
paperweights.

I recently saw a great line in The
Wall Street Journal: ‘“You can sub-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

sidize a buyer into the auto showroom,
but you can’t make him buy.”

The truth is that dealers can’t get
EVs off their lots.

Texans don’t want vehicles that they
can’t rely on. While I am a huge sup-
porter of innovation, fully electric ve-
hicles aren’t ready for prime time, and
forcing them on the American people
will not change that reality.

By unilaterally mandating unreal-
istic emission standards for vehicles in
an effort to shift markets, this admin-
istration has dealt serious damage to
the entire automotive sector.

Unfortunately, even with this infor-
mation, the White House would still
force Americans to buy electric vehi-
cles.

Out of concerns for our manufactur-
ers, dealers, national security, and,
more importantly, American families,
it is time for this administration to re-
turn to reality. Fossil fuels are the
only reliable energy source that we
have. If we stop producing and using
them, we will soon be bowing the knee
to the demands of Communist China.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Texas for his very true
remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ).

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I think
we have had a lot of important discus-
sions this Congress, but there is one
important discussion that I truly be-
lieve we need to take very seriously. It
is section 702 of the reauthorization of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act.

I want to remind us that our main
job as Representatives of the people is
to protect people’s rights to life, lib-
erty, and property. We will never have
equal opportunities and will always
want to have equal outcomes, but the
equality of rights is the job of Congress
and the legislature.

We know very well that the constitu-
tional rights of Americans have been
violated.

I am going to cite some excerpts
from the report that the Privacy and
Civil Liberties Oversight Board just
issued recently. That board was cre-
ated to oversee due processes, and the
issue in line was the reauthorization. It
is actually run by Democrats, and the
chair is appointed by President Biden.

This is from the report: “The board
finds that section 702 poses significant
privacy and civil liberties risks, most
notably from U.S. person queries and
batch queries. Significant privacy and
civil liberties risks also include the
scope of permissible targeting.”

It also talks about new types of pro-
cedures that have been recently au-
thorized, in 2022, and we had challenges
about collection that some thought
Congress would put a stop to. However,
it says that the new procedures that we
just authorized were used in a wide-
spread fashion. It could be extraor-
dinarily intrusive.

It also says the board finding a risk
of overboard government collection of
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communications is very real and can
cause harm with no individualized judi-
cial review of targeting decisions. We
had an almost 300 percent increase in
surveillance since 2013, double in the
last b years.

This search is very concerning since
there is no specific review of that.

Also, it says that a lot of things that
are collected could be political, reli-
gious, and social advocacy. There are
significant concerns about this pro-
gram overall.

The changes that the FBI has done,
they say, have not been sufficient to
protect privacy and civil liberties. It is
also actually confirmed by the internal
audit of a recent report—the most re-
cent was in May 2023 when the internal
audits of the FBI was talking pretty
much about over 90 percent of queries
not having any evidence of justifica-
tion for these queries.

It is like the FBI is very good. They
don’t record and don’t recall, so they
want all the liability. It is a serious
issue.

We had some discussions, and I think
the Judiciary Committee bill is some-
what bad. At least it requires a war-
rant for queries of a U.S. person. Still,
both the bills that the Intelligence
Committee and the Judiciary Com-
mittee are proposing lack some very
serious consideration.

There is no outside review of what
data is collected, and this is something
the board pretty much recognizes. As
an agency, they collect information on
Americans, but they cannot assess how
much. At the least, there needs to be
some sampling by a FISA court when
they do certification to start figuring
it out because, ultimately, there is a
potential that our agencies have access
to be able to collect without warrant
and surveil many Americans. We don’t
know how many Americans they are
surveilling and what the NSA is doing
when they do filtering procedures.

There is no ability for us to even
know what is going in the review of
that. The board brings these concerns,
but also there are concerns with docu-
mentation.

I think Congress should have for us—
we do it in other areas, and in account-
ing, we do it, too—where, through evi-
dence and documentation, we can have
preventative controls in systems. When
queries are run, there is evidence of re-
view and evidence of approval and jus-
tification by the FBI as to why they
are using this loophole in the law that
potentially violates the rights of U.S.
citizens and many Americans.

I think the magnitude of this prob-
lem is significant, and the magnitude
of violations could be very material. I
think Congress needs to be much more
serious in its consideration before we
reauthorize the section.

The other thing the board talks
about is national security. It is an im-
portant section, but actually, the agen-
cy didn’t prove that queries that they
are doing actually give justification to
what they are doing to provide them
more expansion on that.
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I think we need to put up more
guardrails, and I hope we will have
more discussions on this issue and this
bill if they are going to move forward
in the way they are because I want to
remind us that if we are not willing to
stand up for the rights of Americans
here, then I don’t know why we are
even in Congress.

This Fourth Amendment right is a
significant right, and it is a bipartisan
issue. I hope we will take a more seri-
ous look at how we can improve this
FISA reauthorization before it is reau-
thorized and have better legislation.
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Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank all
the Members for participating tonight.

When government grows, freedom
shrinks. As conservatives in Congress,
we must not compromise on freedom.
Our sworn duty is to uphold the con-
stitutional rights of all Americans, and
I encourage all of my colleagues to re-
member the solemn oath that we all
took to do so and support legislation
that will aid us in that effort.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. MOORE), from the First
Congressional District and the cohost
of this Special Order, for his closing re-
marks.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
President Biden is once again circum-
venting the rule of law and leaving
hardworking Americans who never
went to college with a $559 billion bill
to cover unpaid student loans.

House Republicans will bring to the
floor H.J. Res. 88 expressing our dis-
approval of President Biden’s Saving
on a Valuable Education, SAVE, plan
which would drastically alter the In-
come-Driven Repayment program and
make America’s student loan program
even more expensive for taxpayers.
Let’s be clear: This sets the precedent
that Federal education loans do not
need to be repaid.

Using American tax dollars to give a
blanket subsidy to those who earn dis-
proportionately more money than oth-
ers is government at its worst. For
those who never went to college, for
those who are struggling with inflation
and don’t need more money flooding
into a broken system, and for those
who already paid off their loans, any
effort to wipe the slate clean is com-
pletely unfair.

I, along with many other House Re-
publicans, support universities focus-
ing on a strong ROI to keep costs down.
We support Federal student loan re-
forms. We do not support blanket stu-
dent loan forgiveness for political pan-
dering in an election year.

Even though the system has plenty
of room to improve, it is my job to
highlight ways the State of Utah is
getting it right. Utah has the lowest
average student loan debt per borrower
in the country and the lowest percent-
age of graduates leaving campus with
student debt. The University of Utah’s
medical school and nursing program at
Weber State University work to hold
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down student debt by designing in-
structional schedules to allow students
to work while attending college.

I have had to apologize multiple
times to constituents in the First Dis-
trict who built businesses after paying
their way through school or other pro-
gramming and paid their taxes, only to
have their hard-earned dollars trans-
ferred to folks who have chosen a ca-
reer and a different approach that re-
quired carrying some debt that they
planned for.

Now, with the government saying
they don’t need to plan for it, we are
teaching our children the exact wrong
thing that made our country so great.
I am deeply frustrated that I am going
to have to continue to apologize.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

CONCERN FOR OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD)
for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
am here tonight, concerned about our
country, and I am concerned about our
willingness as Members of Congress to
meet the moment, to stand in the gap,
to validate the hope placed in us as the
Republican majority, to stand in the
gap and to meet the moment to deal
with the great crisis, the threats facing
our country.

I will begin by mentioning our na-
tional debt. The days of spending with-
out consequence are over. We have 40-
year-high inflation as a result of un-
precedented, excessive, reckless spend-
ing. We are on track this year for a $2.5
trillion deficit. We are running a
monthly deficit of about $200 billion a
month.

We are suffering the consequences
with 40-year high inflation and grocery
prices where Thanksgiving dinner costs
40 percent more than it did when this
President was sworn in 3 years ago. Gas
prices are up, utility prices are up,
housing prices are up, rent prices are
up, and then you have got interest
rates.

The American people are suffering
further under 20-year high interest
rates, interest rates that have been in-
creased by the Fed in a futile attempt
to try to combat inflation. Histori-
cally, you raise interest rates because
you have a hot economy and you are
trying to ward off inflation. In this
case, the inflation has been caused by
the unprecedented levels of spending,
and then we have further exacerbated
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this, this administration, this Federal
Reserve under this President, with in-
terest rates that have put home prices
out of reach for most Americans.

Now, we have got our credit being
downgraded. Two credit rating agen-
cies have downgraded our debt, which
will further cause interest rates to go
up and payments on our national debt
to increase even more.

The snowball effect of $34 trillion in
debt, record interest rates, a $200 bil-
lion monthly deficit, is taking its toll.
With each passing day that we fail to
deal with the greatest fiscal crisis in
the history of the country, we deepen
the pain and the suffering that is put
upon the American people not only just
today but in the future.

Meanwhile, how do we see Congress
responding? Do we see a commitment
here in this House to cut our spending,
to deal with our discretionary spend-
ing, as we call it? Every dollar we
spend in this House and in the Chamber
next door, every dollar we spend for
discretionary spending, everything
that we vote on in spending, is bor-
rowed. The total this year of discre-
tionary spending is somewhere around
$1.7 trillion. Again, with a $200 billion
monthly deficit and $2.5 trillion worth
of deficit for the 12-month period, all of
the discretionary spending is essen-
tially borrowed.

Are we going to meet the moment?
Are we going to rise to the occasion as
a Republican majority?

If not now, when?

When will we take this seriously?
When will we be willing to do what the
American people elected us to do?

If not now, when? If not us, who?

I am pleased to have with me my
good friend, the courageous fiscal war-
rior from Arizona, Mr. ANDY BIGGS, and
I would like to hear his thoughts on
this national debt subject.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) for the pur-
pose of a colloquy.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr.
GooD for engaging me in this colloquy.

I want to talk briefly about this
number that has been put out there. He
is asking the question: Will we rise to
the occasion?

I am going to give the bad news first.
This is like in ‘“The Matrix,” the first
version, where they give you the red
pill or the blue pill. The red pill is re-
ality. The blue pill is you can continue
on in your slumber.

I am going to propose a different pill,
and it is a black pill. The black pill, I
would suggest to you, means that re-
ality is the awful truth. The awful
truth here is we know that we are not
going to rise to the moment.

Why do we know that? Because in the
context of everything you just gave us,
I want to talk about that supplemental
that has been proposed by the Senate.

We have already passed out of this
body a $14.5 billion supplemental pack-
age for Israel. We found a way to pay
for it. It goes to the Senate. They don’t
bother to take it up. They don’t want
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