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ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, by the
direction of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 913

Resolved, That the following Members be,
and are hereby, elected to the following
standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

COMMITTEE ON  APPROPRIATIONS: Mr.
Edwards.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr.
Gooden of Texas.

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNT-

ABILITY: Mr. Cloud (to rank immediately
after Mr. Grothman) and Mr. Waltz.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Ms. Maloy.

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE: Ms. Maloy.

Mrs. MCCLAIN (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS
IN ENGROSSMENT OF H.R. 5933,
DEFENDING EDUCATION TRANS-
PARENCY AND ENDING ROGUE
REGIMES ENGAGING IN NEFAR-
I0US TRANSACTIONS ACT

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the clerk be
authorized to make technical correc-
tions in the engrossment of H.R. 5933,
to include corrections in spelling,
punctuation, section numbering and
cross-referencing, and the insertion of
appropriate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mrs. McCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable HAKEEM
JEFFRIES, Democratic Leader:

DECEMBER 6, 2023.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause
5(a)(4)(A) of rule X of the Rules of the House
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of Representatives, I designate the following
Members to be available to serve as Members
of the Investigative Subcommittee estab-
lished by the Committee on Ethics during
the 118th Congress:

Hon. Nanette Barragan of California, Hon.
Troy Carter of Louisiana, Hon. Ed Case of
Hawaii, Hon. Madeleine Dean of Pennsyl-
vania, Hon. Bill Foster of Illinois, Hon.
Chrissy Houlahan of Pennsylvania, Hon.
Ayanna Pressley of Massachusetts, Hon.
Greg Stanton of Arizona.

Sincerely,
HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
Democratic Leader.

———

NATIONAL MINERS DAY

(Mr. ROSENDALE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
this National Miners Day, I rise to rec-
ognize all miners across Montana who
work tirelessly to keep our lights on
and our country safe.

It is truly an honor and a privilege to
represent the State of Montana in Con-
gress—a State whose founding history
lies in the hardworking hands of min-
ers.

It is no coincidence that Montana is
nicknamed the ‘“‘Treasure State.” As
seen on our State’s great seal and
State flag: a pick, a shovel, and a plow
along with the words ‘“‘Oro y Plata,”
“Gold and Silver,” in Spanish, are de-
picted front and center, symbolizing
our State’s diverse natural resources
and our rich history of farming and
mining.

Earlier this year, I led an energy tour
and brought several Members of Con-
gress to Montana to visit the Still-
water Mine in Columbus and the Rose-
bud Mine in Colstrip so they could see
firsthand the work our miners do and
how critical they are to our national
security and powering America.

On this day and every day, I thank
Montana miners for their indispensable
role in the production of domestic en-
ergy that keeps America safe, thriving,
and powered.

———————

HONORING GLEN SCHALLER

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I honor
the life and highlight the memory of
Glen Schaller—a teacher, organizer,
labor leader, political and policy strat-
egist, and a friend of many in Califor-
nia’s 19th Congressional District.

After high school, Glen traveled the
country. He found his way to Santa
Cruz, fell in love with that special
place, and he felt it necessary to make
it his home. He studied at Cabrillo Col-
lege and UCSC and worked in early
childhood education for 26 years.

Glen found that he loved helping vul-
nerable people as a teacher, as an ac-
tivist, and as an ally for the LGBTQ
community for which he was named
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Ally of the Year and Grand Marshal of
the annual Pride parade.

Glen also played a key role in the
local Democratic Central Committee
and was a political coordinator for the
Central Coast Labor Council.

In that position, I can tell you he
made sure that local public servants
truly understood what it takes to fight
for workers and working families.

Another admirable quality of Glen
was that he just didn’t focus on poli-
tics, but also on policy. He was a direc-
tor of a local workforce development
board, and he fought to prevent closure
of local public schools.

Mr. Speaker, I say to his son, Devon,
please know that your father impacted
S0 many people in so many ways. By
finding Santa Cruz, Glen found his pur-
pose in fighting for equality so that ev-
erybody has the same foundation for
opportunity and success on the central
coast of California.

——————

HONORING ANTHONY WHITE

(Mr. MOORE of Utah asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to express my sympathies to the
family and friends of Anthony White
for the tragic loss of their father, hus-
band, friend, and coach.

My remarks will be particularly di-
rected to Anthony Jr. and Olivia
Grace.

I met their father 25 years ago this
very week when I actually voted for
him to be the next Wendy’s High
School Heisman recipient, an award
given to members of the community
that excelled in athletics, academics,
and citizenship.

He then later went on to play Univer-
sity of Utah football, and his crowning
achievement was taking a school that
hadn’t seen success for years and turn
it into a championship team in Buena
Park in southern California, most re-
cently creating that same type of suc-
cess for Santa Ana Junior College.

Anthony was an incredible human
being that will leave a legacy that is
beyond description. I hope they can al-
ways remember what he has done for
not only them as his dad but every
community and every person he has
touched. We are all better for knowing
Anthony. Losing him has been tragic.

We want San to know that her hus-
band has touched so many of us, and we
want to just share with her that we
will be here for her after his passing.

We offer our prayers and condolences
to his entire family.

———

KEY PIECES OF LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LALoTA). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
am grateful to be here tonight to talk
about some of the key pieces of legisla-
tion House Republicans are cham-
pioning this week, from fighting Presi-
dent Biden’s unfair student loan pro-
gram to protecting consumer choice in
purchasing a vehicle to holding univer-
sities accountable for their influence
from foreign adversaries. We are laser
focused on putting Americans’ inter-
ests first.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. MANN).

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
good friend, the vice chair, for hosting
this Special Order with me here to-
night.

I appreciate you and others standing
here to highlight House Republicans’
wins and to advocate for our conserv-
ative values.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss
the problems America is facing and
what Congress must do to get this
country back on track.

Our grandchildren deserve to live in a
country that still stands for freedom,
and I serve in Congress to work toward
building that future.

Freedom tomorrow means upholding
the constitutional rights of all Ameri-
cans today. That is the lens through
which I view my job in Congress and
the measuring stick I use for every
piece of legislation I consider.

I have highlighted the path forward
in my four-part commitment to the big
first and House Republicans’ commit-
ment to Americans.

Number one, Congress needs to cre-
ate an economy that is strong. Accord-
ing to the congressional budget report,
America is $33.5 trillion in debt, and
the Federal Government is deficit
spending more than $1 trillion every
year.

Our energy independence has eroded,
small businesses are laboring under
burdensome regulations and taxes, and
rampant inflation is a tax on everyone.

We need to end Washington’s spend-
ing addiction by balancing the budget,
growing the economy, curbing infla-
tion, and decreasing Federal spending.

We need to cut red tape and burden-
some regulations for agriculture pro-
ducers, businessowners, and for all
Americans. We also need to preserve
the family-owned farms and small busi-
nesses throughout our country.

Earlier this year, the house passed
The Limit, Save, Grow Act to reduce
government spending, reclaim unspent
COVID relief money, and promote pro-
growth economic policies.

The House and Senate passed my res-
olution to prohibit the listing of the
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lesser prairie-chicken as endangered or
threatened.

The House and Senate also passed a
joint resolution to prohibit President
Biden’s Waters of the U.S. rule from
having the force of law.

A strong economy is good for every-
one: the whole supply chain, busi-
nesses, parents, students, everyone.
Ensuring a strong economy remains
our commitment.

Number two, this Congress needs to
create a Nation that is safe. Violent
crime is on the rise, drug addiction is
spiking, and many parts of our country
are in chaos.

Meanwhile, we are still hearing calls
from Washington Democrats to defund
the police, and the Biden administra-
tion is failing to address our open
southern border where fentanyl, crimi-
nals, and people caught up in human
trafficking rings flood into our coun-
try.

We need to defend America’s national
security and food security. We need to
support our troops and invest in an ef-
ficient, effective military. We need to
secure the border, stop illegal immi-
gration, end the fentanyl crisis, and
support the police.
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We also need to reauthorize strong
agricultural trade legislation, nego-
tiate new international trade agree-
ments, support global food security
legislation, promote U.S. goods, and
stop wars before they start.

This year, the House passed the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act and
the Department of Defense appropria-
tions act to support our troops.

House Republicans passed the Secure
the Border Act to finish construction
of the wall at the southern border and
the Schools Not Shelters Act to pro-
hibit the use of public schools for hous-
ing illegal immigrants.

We passed the HALT Fentanyl Act
and a resolution expressing support for
local law enforcement officers and con-
demning efforts to defund and dis-
mantle local law enforcement agencies.

We all want to live in a country
where we can lay our heads on a pillow
at night knowing we live in the safest,
best country in the world.

Number three, Congress needs to cre-
ate a future that is built on freedom.
As I meet with Kansans, I hear con-
cerns about Big Government, sweeping
executive orders, and infringements on
the basic rights enshrined in our Con-
stitution.

We must preserve America’s con-
stitutional freedoms that protect the
lives of unborn children and their
mothers. We need to educate students
in American history and civic engage-
ment. We also need to improve access
to rural healthcare, including access to
telehealth services.

We must support those who fought to
defend our freedoms by improving ac-
countability and transparency at the
Department of Veterans Affairs and
working to reinvigorate civilian life
after military service.
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House Republicans passed the Born-
Alive Abortion Survivors Protection
Act to penalize healthcare practi-
tioners who fail to provide care for an
infant that is born alive from an at-
tempted abortion.

I sponsored three pieces of legislation
that would modify the Biden adminis-
tration’s rulemaking to prohibit funds
for abortions and abortion referrals.

The House passed the Parents Bill of
Rights Act to ensure that rights of par-
ents are honored and protected in
America’s public schools.

I sponsored the States Handling Ac-
cess to Reciprocity for Employment
Act, or SHARE Act, which would im-
prove the current licensing process for
healthcare providers and increase the
number of licensed providers able to
serve communities across State lines.

We passed the Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act and the Veteran
Entrepreneurship Training Act, which
would codify the Boots to Business pro-
gram, a training course administered
by the Small Business Administration
through which veterans and their fami-
lies learn the fundamentals of business
management.

America is the strongest, most free
nation in the world because our Found-
ers declared that our freedoms do not
flow from the government or a King
but from God, who created us all with
inalienable rights.

Number four, Congress needs to cre-
ate a government that is accountable.
Congress has the responsibility to con-
duct both rigorous oversight of the ex-
ecutive branch and investigation into
possible corruption and criminal activ-
ity within the Federal Government.

We need to rein in the White House’s
abuse of power, hold Washington ac-
countable, end the President’s war on
fossil fuels, and empower domestic pro-
ducers to restore American energy
independence.

The House passed the Reduce Exacer-
bated Inflation Negatively Impacting
the Nation Act, or the REIN IN Act,
which would require the President to
provide an inflation impact estimate
with respect to executive orders.

I also sponsored the More Account-
ability is Necessary Now Act, or the
MANN Act, six pieces of legislation
that I do every Congress which would
require the President to report to Con-
gress on executive orders.

The House passed the Lower Energy
Costs Act, which would increase the
production and export of American en-
ergy and reduce the regulatory burdens
that make it harder to build American
infrastructure and grow our economy.

Through the legislation we all sup-
port, I have worked to unleash Amer-
ican energy, cut taxes and red tape, se-
cure the border, and investigate the
scandal and corruption surrounding
President Biden and Hunter Biden.

I will always stand for freedom in the
face of government overreach because
whether you are a parent, a child, born
or unborn, a student, a farmer, or a
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small business owner, you don’t need
the Federal Government trying to con-
trol your life.

Serving as the Representative for the
Big First District in Kansas continues
to be the honor of a lifetime. There is
a lot of work left to do, but with prayer
and hard work, I really believe that the
greatest days in this Nation are yet to
come.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

————
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Kan-
sas (Mr. MANN) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN),
who represents the 36th District of
Texas. Congressman BABIN serves on
the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee with me. I am
grateful for his presence here tonight
and for his friendship.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
my good friend, the gentleman from
Kansas, for yielding and for this Spe-
cial Order.

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to imagine an
administration that goes out of its way
to increase our dependency on an ad-
versarial nation hell-bent on our de-
mise here in the United States of
America. That is precisely what is hap-
pening—all because the left hates oil
and gas and fossil fuels. I represent a
district that is the epicenter of energy
in east Texas in the greater Houston
region.

Communist China wishes nothing
more than to see America burn to the
ground, and Joe Biden’s reckless de-
mand for electric vehicles continues to
give Beijing an ever-increasing advan-
tage in seeing this quest through.

Let’s 1look at some of the facts.

Nearly 80 percent of the world’s cell
manufacturing capacity for EV bat-
teries is controlled by none other than
Beijing, the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, 75 percent of the world’s
lithium-ion battery megafactories are
in the People’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, 90 percent of graphite,
the single largest mineral component
of EV batteries, electric vehicle bat-
teries, is refined in the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

Yet, if increased reliance on China
isn’t alarming enough, let’s look at
how electric vehicles are faring on the
home front.

Just a few weeks ago, in my own of-
fice, I had a number of car dealers from
my great State of Texas visit to share
the latest on EV—electric vehicle—
sales. Given how much the Biden ad-
ministration talks about EVs, you
would think that they are selling like
hotcakes. Big surprise, or maybe not,
they are actually selling like $50,000
paperweights.

I recently saw a great line in The
Wall Street Journal: ‘“You can sub-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

sidize a buyer into the auto showroom,
but you can’t make him buy.”

The truth is that dealers can’t get
EVs off their lots.

Texans don’t want vehicles that they
can’t rely on. While I am a huge sup-
porter of innovation, fully electric ve-
hicles aren’t ready for prime time, and
forcing them on the American people
will not change that reality.

By unilaterally mandating unreal-
istic emission standards for vehicles in
an effort to shift markets, this admin-
istration has dealt serious damage to
the entire automotive sector.

Unfortunately, even with this infor-
mation, the White House would still
force Americans to buy electric vehi-
cles.

Out of concerns for our manufactur-
ers, dealers, national security, and,
more importantly, American families,
it is time for this administration to re-
turn to reality. Fossil fuels are the
only reliable energy source that we
have. If we stop producing and using
them, we will soon be bowing the knee
to the demands of Communist China.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Texas for his very true
remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ).

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I think
we have had a lot of important discus-
sions this Congress, but there is one
important discussion that I truly be-
lieve we need to take very seriously. It
is section 702 of the reauthorization of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act.

I want to remind us that our main
job as Representatives of the people is
to protect people’s rights to life, lib-
erty, and property. We will never have
equal opportunities and will always
want to have equal outcomes, but the
equality of rights is the job of Congress
and the legislature.

We know very well that the constitu-
tional rights of Americans have been
violated.

I am going to cite some excerpts
from the report that the Privacy and
Civil Liberties Oversight Board just
issued recently. That board was cre-
ated to oversee due processes, and the
issue in line was the reauthorization. It
is actually run by Democrats, and the
chair is appointed by President Biden.

This is from the report: “The board
finds that section 702 poses significant
privacy and civil liberties risks, most
notably from U.S. person queries and
batch queries. Significant privacy and
civil liberties risks also include the
scope of permissible targeting.”

It also talks about new types of pro-
cedures that have been recently au-
thorized, in 2022, and we had challenges
about collection that some thought
Congress would put a stop to. However,
it says that the new procedures that we
just authorized were used in a wide-
spread fashion. It could be extraor-
dinarily intrusive.

It also says the board finding a risk
of overboard government collection of
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communications is very real and can
cause harm with no individualized judi-
cial review of targeting decisions. We
had an almost 300 percent increase in
surveillance since 2013, double in the
last b years.

This search is very concerning since
there is no specific review of that.

Also, it says that a lot of things that
are collected could be political, reli-
gious, and social advocacy. There are
significant concerns about this pro-
gram overall.

The changes that the FBI has done,
they say, have not been sufficient to
protect privacy and civil liberties. It is
also actually confirmed by the internal
audit of a recent report—the most re-
cent was in May 2023 when the internal
audits of the FBI was talking pretty
much about over 90 percent of queries
not having any evidence of justifica-
tion for these queries.

It is like the FBI is very good. They
don’t record and don’t recall, so they
want all the liability. It is a serious
issue.

We had some discussions, and I think
the Judiciary Committee bill is some-
what bad. At least it requires a war-
rant for queries of a U.S. person. Still,
both the bills that the Intelligence
Committee and the Judiciary Com-
mittee are proposing lack some very
serious consideration.

There is no outside review of what
data is collected, and this is something
the board pretty much recognizes. As
an agency, they collect information on
Americans, but they cannot assess how
much. At the least, there needs to be
some sampling by a FISA court when
they do certification to start figuring
it out because, ultimately, there is a
potential that our agencies have access
to be able to collect without warrant
and surveil many Americans. We don’t
know how many Americans they are
surveilling and what the NSA is doing
when they do filtering procedures.

There is no ability for us to even
know what is going in the review of
that. The board brings these concerns,
but also there are concerns with docu-
mentation.

I think Congress should have for us—
we do it in other areas, and in account-
ing, we do it, too—where, through evi-
dence and documentation, we can have
preventative controls in systems. When
queries are run, there is evidence of re-
view and evidence of approval and jus-
tification by the FBI as to why they
are using this loophole in the law that
potentially violates the rights of U.S.
citizens and many Americans.

I think the magnitude of this prob-
lem is significant, and the magnitude
of violations could be very material. I
think Congress needs to be much more
serious in its consideration before we
reauthorize the section.

The other thing the board talks
about is national security. It is an im-
portant section, but actually, the agen-
cy didn’t prove that queries that they
are doing actually give justification to
what they are doing to provide them
more expansion on that.
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