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North Carolina Teen,
Sharp.

Alyson’s platform promotes agri-
culture and, more specifically, the ad-
vancement of women in agriculture—
girls farm, too.

Her love for agriculture has been in-
spired by one of eastern North Caro-
lina’s legendary farmers, Pender Sharp
of Sharp Farms in Wilson, North Caro-
lina. Pender is Alyson’s grandfather.
She refers to him as her ‘““Big.”

As Miss Eastern North Carolina
Teen, Alyson remains dedicated to
community service. She collected and
donated food for a food drive to ensure
homeless individuals had a good
Thanksgiving Day meal.

Currently, she is working with the
Wilson Police Department to make
Christmas special and to fulfill the
wishes of kids across the city. During
her pastime, she enjoys hunting and
fishing.

Miss Eastern North Carolina Teen is
a crown most special to me as Alyson
brings hope for a brighter future.

———————

BEST COMMUNITIES FOR MUSIC
EDUCATION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
10 school districts across the 15th Dis-
trict who are recognized as ‘‘Best Com-
munities for Music Education” and re-
ceived the SupportMusic Merit Award
from the National Association of Music
Manufacturers Foundation.

This recognition is given to schools
who continue to provide all children
with the opportunity to learn and to
grow with music.

The award program acknowledges
and celebrates innovative schools and
districts that have developed a strong-
er presence for music education on
campus and in the lives of the stu-
dents.

Congratulations to St. Francis
School in Clearfield County, Tidioute
Community Charter School in Warren
County, Bald Eagle Area School Dis-
trict in Centre County, Armstrong
School District in Armstrong County,
DuBois Area School District in
Clearfield and Jefferson Counties,
State College Area School District in
Centre County, Bellefonte Area School
District in Centre County, Clearfield
Area School District in Clearfield
County, Lewisburg Area School Dis-
trict in Union County, and Port Alle-
gany School District in McKean and
Potter Counties.

We congratulate these school dis-
tricts on this recognition.

Ms. Alyson

CELEBRATING GARTH FAGAN
(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, today I
stand to honor Garth Fagan, a Roch-
ester visionary who profoundly influ-
enced the cultural fabric of not only
our local community but the entire
world.

As we pay tribute to this extraor-
dinary artist, I acknowledge and cele-
brate the deep connection between
Garth Fagan and the people and places
enriched by his vision.

Committed to Rochester’s artistic
growth, he established the Bottom of
the Bucket, But . . . Dance Theater in
1970, now known simply as Garth
Fagan Dance.

Since then, Garth has inspired and
nurtured a new generation of talented
artists from around the globe. His in-
novative choreography has earned him
accolades, including a Tony award for
Broadway’s ‘“The Lion King,”’ a produc-
tion masterfully blending culture and
creativity, which will remain forever a
testament to his artistic brilliance.

Garth Fagan is truly a national
treasure. As he transitions away from
his leadership role in the dance com-
pany, his profound impact will un-
doubtedly continue to resonate—capti-
vating audiences for generations to
come.

——
IMPACTS OF INFLATION
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the disastrous decisions by
Biden hurts the pocketbooks of Ameri-
cans and destroys jobs, made even
more obvious as we enter the holiday
season of Christmas and Hanukkah.

Bidenomics inflation has overcome
hourly raises, reducing the spending
power of Americans by $11,434 annually
in the two Biden years.

Under Biden, prices for the same
Thanksgiving dinner were 25 percent
higher in 2023 than in 2019. As Christ-
mas approaches, Americans are chal-
lenged. In a WalletHub survey, more
than one in three Americans are fore-

going gifts this year due to
Bidenflation.
Republicans, led by Speaker MIKE

JOHNSON, will continue to fight to re-
duce inflation and create jobs. Speaker
JOHNSON is correct that we must sup-
port the borders of Ukraine and Amer-
ica.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years in the global war on terrorism
as it continues moving from the safe
haven of Afghanistan to America with
Biden open borders for terrorists.

It is sadly clear there will be more
9/11 attacks across America imminent,
as finally admitted by the FBI.

————
RECOGNIZING LAURA PENROD

(Ms. LEE of Nevada asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize an incredible
educator in southern Nevada, Ms.
Laura Penrod, who has been recognized
as Nevada’s Teacher of the Year for
2024.

Ms. Penrod currently teaches at
Southwest Career and Technical Acad-
emy where she opened the special edu-
cation department and began working
and teaching English soon thereafter.

She brings 17 years of teaching expe-
rience to help her students not only in
the classroom but also after school, ad-
vising several extracurricular activi-
ties and in her community as a fearless
champion of public education.

Ms. Penrod exemplifies what makes
our teachers so special—the drive to do
good and always be there for our stu-
dents.

I wish Ms. Penrod the best of luck as
she moves on to the National Teacher
of the Year competition, and I am
deeply grateful for the impact she has
on her students and our community.

RECOGNIZING DR. J. WILLIAM
McROBERTS

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in special recognition of my dear
friend, mentor, and former surgical
chairman, Dr. J. William McRoberts,
known affectionately as ‘““‘Mac.”

A native of Rochester, Minnesota, he
graduated from Princeton University
and attended Cornell University School
of Medicine where he was elected class
president.

After completing his surgical train-
ing at the Mayo Clinic, he was sta-
tioned as director of urology at the
U.S. Naval Hospital in Bremerton,
Washington. He continued to serve in
the U.S. Navy as a captain in the Re-
serves for 20 years.

He began his academic career as an
assistant professor at the University of
Washington, excelling throughout the
ranks and becoming chairman of urol-
ogy in the division of surgery at the
University of Kentucky.

As my chairman, Dr. McRoberts
taught me a great deal about patient
care, endurance, and professionalism.
Despite long and oftentimes grueling
hours, he kept a great wit and humor
about him, challenging us all not only
to be better physicians but better hu-
mans. He demonstrated that compas-
sion and surgical skill are not mutu-
ally exclusive.

Once he retired from academic life in
2001, instead of just enjoying the fruits
of his labor, he has served in under-
served areas in Kentucky and for the
last 3 years in rural eastern North
Carolina.

Now, at the age of 90, I am releasing
him of his medical obligation to enjoy
his life with his wife, Marley; son, Por-
ter; daughter, Jane; and their grand-
children.

My life has been a better one lived
because of his professionalism, humor,
and friendship.
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IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES IN
LAHAINA

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, Hawaii
has a proud immigrant tradition, with
many of us able to trace our roots
across the globe.

Few places in Hawaii exemplify our
diversity more than Lahaina, where
nearly a third of the residents are for-
eign-born. They came from the Phil-
ippines, Mexico, El Salvador, Hon-
duras, the Marshall Islands, Micro-
nesia, and more. They are the back-
bone of Maui’s economy, working in
hotels, restaurants, retail shops, and
golf courses. They clean homes and are
caregivers for ‘‘keiki,” ‘‘children,” and
“kupuna,’ ‘‘elders,” alike.

On a day when fire did not discrimi-
nate what it took, Lahaina’s immi-
grant community bore more than its
fair share of loss. A quarter of the de-
ceased had ties to the Philippines. Too
many lost documents and lifesavings.

Now, immigrants in Lahaina face im-
possible decisions. They are too scared
to seek out the help that they need,
and they are afraid to travel or relo-
cate due to their legal status.

They need our help, and we have to
meet them where they are through
trusted partners so they can focus on
healing and rebuilding.

Four generations ago, my family im-
migrated to Hawaii with the same
hopes and dreams many in our Lahaina
““ohana,” ‘“‘family,” have. We can’t for-
get our roots, and we must meet this
moment with the aloha that they
would have wanted.

———

HONORING MICHAEL MORAN

(Ms. BOEBERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the life, sacrifice, and service of
Cortez Police Sergeant Michael Moran,
a true American hero who laid down
his life in service to our great country
and his community.

Sergeant Moran was fatally shot dur-
ing a traffic stop on November 29, pro-
viding a tragic end to a life of dedica-
tion and service.

Sergeant Moran answered the call to
serve our Nation as a marine for 9
years before joining the Cortez Police
Department in 2012. His life was
marked with selfless courage and love,
always putting others before himself.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Moran was a
shining example for all Americans. His
passing is an immeasurable loss for us
all, and he was the best that Colorado’s
Third District had to offer.

My prayers go out to his family, his
loved ones, and the community of Cor-
tez. I pray for God’s wraparound pres-
ence to surround them, comfort them,
and heal them in this time of mourn-
ing.
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Mr. Speaker, I thank Sergeant Moran
for his selfless service.

HIGHLIGHTING LACK OF MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES IN RURAL
AMERICA

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the lack of mental
health services in rural America.

As facilities close their doors and
providers leave town, many people in
our rural communities are forced to
travel for miles to get care or forgo
care altogether. That is harmful and
unfair, which is why I introduced a bi-
partisan bill to expand access to tele-
mental health services in rural areas.

This legislation will specifically help
folks working in farming, fishing, and
forestry. These industries are critical
to our economy and way of life in my
district. In fact, Oregon has the second-
largest number of Triple-F workers per
capita in the entire country. These jobs
can also be very stressful, and few seek
help due to stigma.

Improving telehealth access will take
away that stigma, save folks time and
resources, and get more Oregonians the
help they need when they need it.

Congress has left rural America be-
hind for far too long. It is time we
change that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to join me in
supporting this very important bill.

——

CELEBRATING DONALD LEWIS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the
achievements of the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center, FLETC,
chief financial officer, Donald Lewis,
who is retiring after 40 years of Federal
service.

Mr. Lewis started his Federal career
when he was just a student back in 1983
as an audit assistant for the Federal
Junior Fellowship Program at Kings
Bay Naval Base in Georgia. From
there, he was able to move up into the
procurement career field by taking on
different positions with the Naval Fa-
cilities Engineering Command and the
Strategic Weapons Facility.

In 2004, Donald joined FLETC and
worked in different positions before be-
coming the current assistant director
and chief financial officer. As assistant
director and chief financial officer, he
provides strategic direction and execu-
tive oversight of FLETC business ac-
tivities, which include executing and
overseeing an annual budget of over
$600 million.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr.
Lewis on his remarkable achievements
and on his upcoming retirement. His
years of distinguished service are ex-
tremely admirable.
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CONGRATULATING VIRGINIA
STATE UNIVERSITY TROJAN EX-
PLOSION MARCHING BAND

(Ms. MCCLELLAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have the privilege of representing Vir-
ginia State University, an esteemed
historically Black college and univer-
sity founded in Petersburg, Virginia, in
1882.

I rise today to congratulate the Vir-
ginia State Trojan Explosion Marching
Band, which was recently recognized as
the Nation’s top Division II HBCU band
in 2023. The band was judged on impor-
tant components, including auxiliaries,

drum majors, musicality, percussion,
and marching maneuvers. They will
now compete in ESPN’s inaugural

HBCU Band of the Year competition.

Throughout the year, the VSU Tro-
jan Explosion was also invited to per-
form at the White House, NBC’s
“TODAY,” and the National Battle of
the Bands competition in Houston.

I commend Dr. Taylor Whitehead,
VSU’s director of marching and pep
bands, and every member of the Trojan
Explosion for their hard work and dedi-
cation. They are proof that greatness
happens at Virginia State University.
They have made their school, their
community, and their Congresswoman
proud. I will be cheering for them in
their upcoming competition.

————

CHOICE IN AUTOMOBILE RETAIL
SALES ACT OF 2023

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 906, I call
up the bill (H.R. 4468) to prohibit the
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency from finalizing, im-
plementing, or enforcing a proposed
rule with respect to emissions from ve-
hicles, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 906, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4468

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Choice in
Automobile Retail Sales Act of 2023"’.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION AGAINST FINALIZING, IM-
PLEMENTING, OR ENFORCING A
PROPOSED RULE WITH RESPECT TO
EMISSIONS FROM VEHICLES.

The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency may not finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the proposed rule titled
“Multi-Pollutant Emissions Standards for
Model Years 2027 and Later Light-Duty and
Medium-Duty Vehicles’ published by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency in the Fed-
eral Register on May 5, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg.
29184).
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