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Accords were the best chance we have
for sustainable peace in the Middle
East. We are stronger together than we
are apart.

President Biden is undermining re-
gional security and unity by appeasing
the region’s chief destabilizer: Iran. We
must enforce sanctions, communicate
clearly that we stand on the side of
Israel and our partners, and line up our
diplomatic and military commitments
with our national interests that are
also the national interests of Israel and
the Arab world.

———

IN MEMORY OF PASTOR CHARLES
GILCHRIST ADAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STRONG). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, Michigan’s
12th Congressional District mourns the
loss of Pastor Charles Gilchrist Adams,
a beloved spiritual and community
leader. He was an activist in our dis-
trict whose influence impacted so
many of our lives across the State and
the world. He was loved and respected
by so many.

Pastor Adams served as a lead pastor
for the historic Hartford Memorial
Baptist Church in Detroit, a role that
he held for more than 50 years.

As a pastor, he dedicated his life and
mission to service, fighting for justice
for our communities and improving the
lives of our residents in northwest De-
troit. He was a tireless advocate for
safe and affordable housing for all and
childcare for our working families.

He served as president of the Detroit
Branch of the NAACP in 1984, and he
also served on the executive board
until 1992.

Please join me, Mr. Speaker, in re-
membering Pastor Charles Gilchrist
Adams for his incredible advocacy,
leadership, and impact on our district.

May he rest in love, and may his leg-
acy live on in our community.
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RECOGNIZING DEARBORN FIREFIGHTERS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, the 12th
Congressional District recognizes two
outstanding members of Dearborn’s
fire department: Battalion Chief Ken-
neth Murray, for his 26 years of service,
and EMS Coordinator Glenn Owens, for
his 25 years of service to our commu-
nities.

Battalion Chief Murray started with
the Dearborn Fire Department in 1997
as a firefighter. He steadily rose
through the ranks, serving as an engi-
neer, lieutenant, and captain before he
was promoted to battalion chief in 2020.

Over the course of his career, Bat-
talion Chief Murray has garnered nu-
merous awards and was recognized as
Dearborn Exchange Club’s Fire Officer
of the Year in 2016. Battalion Chief
Murray has been an outstanding public
servant to the communities served by
the Dearborn Fire Department.

EMS Coordinator Owens began his
career as a firefighter in the Dearborn
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Fire Department in 1998. Over the past
25 years, Owens has served in numerous
roles, and he remains steadfast in his
commitment to service and keeping
our community safe.

EMS Coordinator Owens has been
recognized many times over the course
of his career in Dearborn for his incred-
ible record, including saving lives and
safe driving.

Please join me in recognizing Bat-
talion Chief Kenneth Murray and EMS
Coordinator Glenn Owens for their
many years of outstanding service to
the people of Dearborn in Michigan’s
12th District Strong as we wish them
well in their retirement.

ACKNOWLEDGING MY INCREDIBLE TEAM

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take time to acknowledge my incred-
ible team and our accomplishments
these past few years for our commu-
nity. I lovingly call our congressional
district 12th District Strong.

At the beginning of this year, we
opened three new Neighborhood Serv-
ice Organizations in Detroit, Inkster,
and Southfield.

Throughout the district, our Neigh-
borhood Service Organizations have re-
turned over $5.5 million in constituent
services dollars directly to over 8,000
residents, returning alone just this
year over $306,000 for our communities.

We served and responded to over
164,069 letters from our neighbors who
advocate for clean water, clean air,
utilities for all, and so much more. We
have hosted and participated in over
120 events, including coffee hours,
townhalls, resource fairs, and more to
ensure that I remain accessible to my
residents.

In Congress, in our legislative advo-
cacy work from affordable housing to
medical debt cancellation and auto in-
surance discrimination, we have intro-
duced 160 bills, and 39 bills and amend-
ments have actually passed since 2019.

This year, we celebrated the 1l-year
anniversary of the Congressional
Mamas’ Caucus, where we are com-
mitted to advocating for working
moms and their families on issues of
affordable childcare, paid leave, and
ending poverty policies that are incred-
ibly important, as well as something
dear to me, combating Black maternal
health, and so much more.

We also started the Get the Lead Out
Caucus, where we know that no
amount of lead is safe for our children
or our families.

These accomplishments would not
have been possible without our resi-
dents’ faith in me and sending me here
to the United States Congress to do the
people’s work. It has been an honor to
serve as the Congresswoman for the
12th Congressional District, 12th Dis-
trict Strong.

I thank all of my team for all of their
hard work and tenacity. This is just
the beginning of what we will be able
to accomplish.
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CONGRATULATING THE
STEWARTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
TIGERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. FINSTAD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Stewartville
High School Tigers on winning this
year’s Minnesota Class 3A high school
football championship.

Stewartville capped off an undefeated
season with their 43-13 victory over
Annandale in the State championship
game on November 25 at the U.S. Bank
Stadium in Minneapolis.

While this marks the third time the
Tigers have made it to the State finals,
this year’s win earned them the first-
ever championship title in
Stewartville’s history.

The Tigers finished their 2023 season
with a perfect 14-0 record, and all of us
across the First Congressional District
are incredibly proud to call them our
own.

Congratulations to Coach Mueller,
his team, and the entire Stewartville
community on this well-deserved title.

Way to go, Tigers.

———————

OHIO’S NUCLEAR ENERGY
PROBLEMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the pro-
duction of nuclear power in our coun-
try is an awesome responsibility. Put
in the hands of the wrong people, it can
be deadly.

Those who operate nuclear facilities
must be highly trained and honorable.
Recall Three Mile Island, Chernobyl,
and Fukushima? They all teach us nu-
clear power in the hands of careless
and, indeed, corrupt people can be
deadly to thousands of innocent people.

This morning, let us turn to Ohio’s
two financially strapped nuclear
plants, both located in northern Ohio,
adjacent to our people’s freshwater
kingdom, Lake Erie.

In Ohio, the largest corruption
crimes in America’s commercial plant
nuclear history are being litigated.
These crimes are also the largest pub-
lic corruption trials in Ohio’s history.

Last week, a Federal grand jury in
Cincinnati indicted former chair of
Ohio’s Public TUtilities Commission,
Sam Randazzo, on bribery and embez-
zlement for his role in receiving $4.3
million in kickbacks for what has been
labeled the biggest political bribery
scandal in Ohio’s history.

The nuclear power company,
FirstEnergy, ultimately paid more
than $60 million in 2018 and 2019 to
bribe public officials like the Speaker
of the Ohio House, who has now been
sentenced to 20 years in prison.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an article entitled ‘“‘Sam Randazzo,
Ohio’s former top utilities regulator,
charged with bribery, embezzlement
crimes.”’
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[From the Plain Dealer Cleveland, Dec. 5,
2023]

SAM RANDAZZO, OHIO’S FORMER TOP UTILITIES
REGULATOR, CHARGED WITH BRIBERY, EM-
BEZZLEMENT CRIMES
(By Jeremy Pelzer, Andrew J. Tobias, and

Jake Zuckerman, Zuckerman)

CoLUMBUS, OH.—A federal grand jury has in-
dicted Sam Randazzo, the former chair of
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio,
on 11 counts related to bribery and embez-
zlement, U.S. Attorney Kenneth Parker’s
office announced Monday.

The indictment states that Randazzo ac-
cepted a $4.3 million bribe in exchange for
helping FirstEnergy, an AKkron-based elec-
tric utility, secure its policy priorities, in-
cluding helping with House Bill 6, the 2019
energy law at the center of a federal bribery
probe. FirstEnergy admitted to bribing
Randazzo in 2021, but he wasn’t charged until
now.

If convicted, Randazzo could face up to 20
years in prison.

The 74-year-old Columbus resident self-sur-
rendered on Monday morning at U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Cincinnati, according to a re-
lease. He appeared in federal court that
afternoon, cuffed at the wrists and ankles,
before Chief Magistrate Judge Karen
Litkovitz at Cincinnati’s federal courthouse.
He pleaded not guilty and was released on a
bond of his own recognizance.

The 11 counts against Randazzo include:
one count of conspiring to commit travel act
bribery and honest services wire fraud, two
counts of travel act bribery, two counts of
honest services wire fraud, one count of wire
fraud and five counts of making illegal mon-
etary transactions, according to the release.

As chairman of the PUCO from April 2019
until he resigned in November 2020, Randazzo
reviewed requests from gas and electric com-
panies seeking to levy new costs on cus-
tomers. He accepted $4.3 million soon after
meeting with then-FirstEnergy executives
Chuck Jones and Mike Dowling in December
2018, as Randazzo was applying to become
PUCO chair.

In November 2019, Randazzo pushed to can-
cel a 2024 rate review case that the company
believed would hurt its bottom line by forc-
ing it to reduce the rates it charged cus-
tomers, as well as open its books to regu-
lators, which they saw as problematic.

Randazzo also played a key role in getting
lawmakers, including Ohio Senate Finance
Committee Chair Matt Dolan, to include lan-
guage in the 2019 state budget that loosened
state limits on FirstEnergy, and other utili-
ties’ ability to make ‘‘significantly exces-
sive’’ profits, according to the indictment.

Dolan, a Chagrin Falls Republican now
running for the U.S. Senate, previously ac-
knowledged speaking to Dowling, who con-
vinced him of the need to place the amend-
ment in the state budget. The Plain Dealer/
cleveland.com reached out to Dolan on Mon-
day for comment.

The indictment states that Randazzo rout-
ed the bribe money through his consulting
business, Sustainability Funding Alliance of
Ohio. He also used that business to funnel to
himself at least $1 million meant for Indus-
trial Energy Users-Ohio, a consortium of
large-scale energy buyers who he represented
in PUCO cases as an attorney.

‘“Public officials—whether elected or ap-
pointed—are tasked with upholding the high-
est level of integrity in their duties and re-
sponsibilities. Such service to the public
must be selfless, not selfish,” the U.S. Attor-
ney said in a statement. ‘“‘“Through the in-
dictment unsealed today, we seek to hold
Randazzo accountable for his alleged illegal
activities.”

Roger Sugarman, an attorney representing
Randazzo in criminal and civil lawsuits, de-
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clined to comment Monday. Randazzo did
not respond to questions posed by reporters.

Randazzo’s arraignment on Monday ad-
vanced a stunning fall from grace from a
once respected utility lawyer and lobbyist
with notorious influence at the Statehouse.
He is often credited with pushing for what
would become state laws constricting the
growth of wind, solar, and energy efficiency
programs in Ohio. State lobbying records re-
flect years of lobbying work on behalf of the
Ohio Gas Company, Vectren Energy and IEU.
Now-state Sen. Shane Wilkin once told
Randazzo in an email that ‘“‘we already know
you run the energy world.” He was a main-
stay at IEU’s regular ‘‘Ohio Energy Manage-
ment Conference.”

Gov. Mike DeWine, who appointed
Randazzo, had dinner with Jones and
Dowling the same night as the latter pair’s
meeting with Randazzo. DeWine spokesman
Dan Tierney said Monday that while the gov-
ernor’s office wasn’t privy to the indictment
and was still reviewing it, ‘‘the indictment
alleges very serious acts. Our office has full
faith in the criminal justice system to adju-
dicate these serious allegations in an appro-
priate manner.”

Many of the emails and text messages ref-
erenced in the indictment to and from the
former FirstEnergy executives and Randazzo
have previously been made public. However,
the indictment’s details about his embezzle-
ment charge are new, according to Dave
DeVillers, Parker’s predecessor as U.S. at-
torney.

Randazzo resigned as PUCO chair in No-
vember 2020, days after the FBI raided his
Columbus townhouse. In the years that fol-
lowed, prosecutors were silent about
Randazzo, leading to questions about why
they were taking so long to decide whether
to file charges.

Ashley Brown, a former PUCO commis-
sioner, said the delay has cost the state’s
electricity customers, given that the PUCO
has paused its own investigations into the
HB6 scandal at Parker’s request to wait for
the federal corruption investigation to wrap
up.
In the meantime, electricity customers
have continued to pay a fee contained in HB6
that subsidizes a pair of coal plants owned by
FirstEnergy and several other utilities.

“It’s hard to imagine why he wasn’t in-
dicted earlier,” said Brown, who also ques-
tioned why no current or former FirstEnergy
officials have been charged so far.

Asked about the length of time it took for
charges to be brought, DeVillers said, ‘‘They
could have been negotiating with the defense
attorney, they could have been talking to
him and it fell apart. And then it could be
they dug into this count [the embezzlement
charge], which seems to be completely dif-
ferent, and needed to ferret that out to find
out what that was all about.”

Randazzo is already a defendant in a civil
lawsuit filed in 2021 by Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral Dave Yost. As part of that case, a
Franklin County judge ordered the seizure of
up to $8 million worth of Randazzo’s assets,
though that decision is still being appealed.

Randazzo’s indictment comes several
months after ex-Ohio House Speaker Larry
Householder was sentenced to 20 years in
prison for leading a $60 million bribery
scheme using FirstEnergy money to help
pass House Bill 6, which included a $1 billion-
plus ratepayer bailout for two nuclear power
plants then owned by a FirstEnergy sub-
sidiary. Former Ohio Republican Party Chair
Matt Borges received 5 years in prison for his
role in the scandal; two others connected to
the bribery scheme have pleaded guilty and
are awaiting sentencing.

FirstEnergy officials previously admitted
that Randazzo helped them to develop strat-
egy and legal language for HB6.

H6153

After HB6 passed, emails made public last
year showed Randazzo, as PUCO chair,
worked behind the scenes to hinder attempts
to fully repeal the law, and he only grudg-
ingly called for state regulators to take lim-
ited action—asking FirstEnergy to inves-
tigate itself over whether it misspent any
customer money—in response to negative
press.

To date, no current or former FirstEnergy
officials, have been charged in connection
with the HB6 scandal or any of Randazzo’s
alleged crimes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker,
FirstEnergy’s plot was to foist its bil-
lion-dollar-plus corporate losses on the
consumers of Ohio due to its pitiful
management of its two nuclear power
plants in northern Ohio. These are
crimes.

While Randazzo was being indicted,
the Federal Government moved to
claim an additional $6.5 million from
FirstEnergy for this crime. We should
all be deeply disturbed that inherently
dangerous nuclear assets have been in
the hands of criminals.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an editorial titled: ‘‘Finally, 11 counts
against ex-PUCO chief Sam Randazzo
but why still none against then-
FirstEnergy officials whose finger-
prints are all over the case?”’

[From The Plain Dealer Cleveland, Dec. 6,

2023]

FINALLY, 11 COUNTS AGAINST EX-PUCO CHIEF
SAM RANDAZzO BUT WHY STILL NONE
AGAINST THEN-FIRSTENERGY OFFICIALS
WHOSE FINGERPRINTS ARE ALL OVER THE
CASE?

(By Editorial Board)

Monday’s unsealing of an 11-count federal
conspiracy, bribery, wire fraud and embezzle-
ment indictment against former Public Util-
ities Commission of Ohio chief Samuel
Randazzo was a welcome sign of prosecu-
torial progress in the FirstEnergy/House Bill
6 corruption case—but it’s like the first foot-
fall in a long-delayed reckoning with some of
the key officials at the heart of the asserted
conspiracy.

Our editorial board had repeatedly urged
the U.S. Attorney for Southern Ohio, Ken
Parker, to explain publicly why such a long
delay in a case whose first arrests—of five
Statehouse figures, including now-convicted
former House Speaker Larry Householder
and former Ohio Republican Party chair
Matt Borges—came more than three years
ago.

And where is the second footfall—charges
against any of the FirstEnergy Corp. execu-
tives whose roles in paying out the bribes
and soliciting the corrupt actions by
Randazzo and others have been detailed in
this and prior indictments?

The Randazzo indictment refers to now-de-
parted Executives 1 and 2 at Akron-based
FirstEnergy—former CEO Chuck Jones and
former Senior Vice President for External
Affairs Michael Dowling—as those with the
primary contacts with Randazzo over the
$4,333,333 bribe FirstEnergy Corp. previously
admitted paying Randazzo in a 2021 deferred
prosecution agreement.

But they’re clearly not the only
FirstEnergy officials privy to the laundry
list of regulatory and legislative favors
Randazzo was helping the company secure,
including a lucrative decoupling accounting
provision that PUCO staff opposed, modifica-
tions to the state’s ‘‘significantly excessive
earnings test” (SEET) that were added to
the two-year state budget, and ‘“‘burning’ of
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a critical PUCO audit about FirstEnergy’s
distribution modernization rider (DMR).

According to the Randazzo indictment,
“On or about March 4, 2020, Executive 1 mes-
saged another Company A executive: ‘‘He
[Randazzo] will get it done for us but cannot
just jettison all process. Says the combina-
tion of over ruling Staff and other Commis-
sioners on decoupling, getting rid of SEET
and burning the DMR final report has a lot
of talk going on in the halls of PUCO about
does he work there or for us? He’ll move it as
fast as he can. Better come up with a short
term work around.”

An indictment to shed light on the full
scope of corruption entailed in FirstEnergy’s
actions is needed.

It’s possible Parker’s delay in indicting
Randazzo over bribes long since acknowl-
edged by FirstEnergy and favors that have
come into clearer light in civil cases was be-
cause he hoped to turn others into cooper-
ating witnesses—or Randazzo into one him-
self.

Then there’s the unexpected embezzlement
charge against Randazzo in the indictment,
accusing him of defrauding another client,
the Industrial Energy Users-Ohio, a group of
big energy customers, of $1,104,598.

David DeVillers, the former U.S. Attorney
for Southern Ohio under whose leadership
the corruption case was first investigated
and prosecuted, told cleveland.com’s Jeremy
Pelzer, Andrew J. Tobias and Jake
Zuckerman that the embezzlement charge
might have been the whammy in the mix,
taking time to sort out. ‘It could be they
dug into this count, which seems to be com-
pletely different, and needed to ferret that
out to find out what that was all about,”
DeVillers told the reporters.

Either way, it is to be hoped that the in-
dictment of Randazzo will finally cause
Parker to lift his effective hold on important
PUCO and other state-level investigations
into how both the PUCO and its processes,
and the legislative process separately, were
so distorted and corrupted, so reforms can be
made. That’s especially urgent given that
unrepealed parts of fatally tainted House
Bill 6 right now require electricity cus-
tomers in Ohio to subsidize—to the tune of
more than $200 million so far, according to
the Ohio Office of Consumers’ Counsel—two
money-losing coal plants, one in Indiana.
Shining the full disinfectant of transparent
investigations on how all this came to be is
a critical first step to reform.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, since the
Davis-Besse plant came online in 1977,
its corporate leadership has never un-
derstood nuclear power or its dangers.
It is only the unionized workers that
have saved our lives. The plant shares
an old Babcock-and-Wilcox design with
the Three Mile Island reactor that par-
tially melted down in 1979. Another
plant with the design, the Rancho Seco
plant in Sacramento, California, per-
manently closed in 1989.

Davis-Besse itself is now nearly 50
years old and has a dismal reputation
within the industry and a history of
too many close calls. In 1985, the plant
suffered a loss of the main and backup
supplies of cooling water because of a
series of system failures, and this
should have been a wake-up call, but it
went unheeded.

In 2002, we faced the worst nuclear
safety incident since Three Mile Island
when a major hole was discovered in
Davis-Besse’s reactor head, endan-
gering the lives of millions of Ohioans

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

and the purity of Lake Erie. The
plant’s unionized workers again saved
us all.

The Davis-Besse nuclear power plant,
with its history of safety violations
and close calls, is a clear example of
how corporate culture can influence
safety culture for the worst, and the
industry around our country never held
them accountable.

The fines and penalties imposed on
FirstEnergy have done little to deter
misconduct. It is time for us to take
bold action and provide our region with
safe, advanced, modern power in a plat-
form akin to the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority.

So much more needs to be done to
make our communities safe and whole
from FirstEnergy’s fraud, starting with
making sure that the Benton-Carroll-
Salem school system where Davis-
Besse is located can be made whole.
The value of property in the region has
gone down 90 percent, which means the
school system is going to be nearly $6
million short on what it needs to teach
the next generation.

I urge judges in the case to take the
grid under FirstEnergy’s ownership
under safe public conservatorship until
a reliable operator can be stood up.

May we find the wisdom and courage
to confront these nuclear challenges
head-on to usher in a new era of clean
and responsible energy for the con-
sumers and people of northern Ohio
who have been bilked so royally over
the last nearly half century.

CELEBRATING THE 30-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF A PLACE CALLED
HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE) for 5
minutes.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the 30-year
anniversary of A Place Called Home, a
nonprofit that has served thousands of
at-risk youth and families in the South
Los Angeles community.

A Place Called Home provides free
programs that focus on job readiness
and mental health services as well as
art and technology. It allows children
to explore creativity through their arts
programming.

Earlier this year, they hosted the
Latinx Theater Festival in honor of
Hispanic Heritage Month, where the
children helped with ticketing, light,
and sound design for the productions.

A Place Called Home aims to in-
crease children’s likelihood of staying
in school and graduating, and in the
past 30 years, it has supported more
than 500 first-generation students in
their journey to college.

They serve 2,000 meals to students
every week on top of the thousands
more they provide to families at home
in California’s 37th District. None of
this would be possible without their
founder, Debrah Constance, and CEO
Norayma Cabot, who work tirelessly
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with the board and staff every day to
support my district’s children and fam-
ilies.

I hope you will join me in celebrating
this milestone for A Place Called
Home, and I look forward to seeing all
that they do in the next 30 years and
beyond.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF MIKE
WATANABE

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and
legacy of Mike Watanabe. He passed
away last month after 77 years full of
life.

Mike began his service to the Los An-
geles community when he joined the
Asian American Drug Abuse Program
as a counselor in 1975. He saw the im-
pact that drug use had on his friends
and community in the wake of the
Vietnam war and wanted to find a way
to advocate for recovery after earning
his master’s degree in social work. He
became the executive director in 1982
before ascending to the role of presi-
dent and CEO in 2004.

Through his decades of service with
AADAP, he worked with community
leaders to support substance abuse re-
covery. AADAP’s efforts have served
residents in California’s 37th District
for over 50 years.

Mike is remembered for his compas-
sion, leadership, and unwavering belief
in building a supportive community.

My friend Mike always kept it 100. He
built a family at AADAP and through-
out the Los Angeles area. Mike was a
part of the Los Angeles County Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs Commis-
sion for 16 years, chairing the Asian
and Pacific Islander Constituent Com-
mittee and supporting several other
AAPI-focused organizations all aimed
at substance abuse recovery.

His support of early Asian-American
community organizations left a lasting
impact on the success of today’s non-
profits and Asian-American services.
We are all the better for having been
impacted by Mike’s jovial spirit and
passion for community service. He will
be greatly missed.

Please take a moment to honor the
life of Mike Watanabe. My heart is
with his wife, Suzanne, and their fam-
ily during this time.

GOP THREAT TO DEMOCRACY

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today for a moment of truth.
House Republicans pose a deep threat
to our national security. It is depend-
ent on what we do domestically and
upon how we support our allies abroad,
like Ukraine.

Ukraine will not be able to fend off
Russia on its own, and Republicans will
be responsible if they refuse to act to
counter war criminal Putin’s anti-
West, anti-democracy assault.

I guess that makes sense, since the
Republican Party has pledged fealty to
Donald Trump, a master anarchist who
is focused on government destruction,
exploding democracy, and distracting
and impoverishing the American peo-
ple. He is someone who just 2 weeks
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