
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6117 December 5, 2023 
pass on their knowledge to the next 
generation. They are discerning about 
their volunteers, ensuring that they 
are all quality mechanics committed 
to producing quality, safe work. 

I am so grateful for folks like the 
Knucklebusters for embodying edu-
cation principles beyond just theo-
retical learning and instead involving 
practical, hands-on experiences 
through community engagement. 

f 

REFLECTING ON DECEMBER 8, 1941 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. TIF-

FANY). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember and reflect on one 
of the darkest days in Guam’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, 82 years ago, on Decem-
ber 8, 1941, the Imperial Japanese mili-
tary launched a surprise attack on 
Guam just hours after the surprise at-
tack on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. This 
day in our history is a dark one, and we 
will always remember how life changed 
for all Americans 82 years ago. 

Today, let us also remember and 
thank the Greatest Generation, our 
‘‘manamko,’’ ‘‘seniors,’’ for their sac-
rifice and contributions they made for 
our island. I always enjoy listening to 
the countless stories they share. Their 
stories are ones of bravery, patriotism, 
and resilience. When faced with danger 
and threats, they never backed down 
and are a great inspiration for our is-
land and community. 

While many in Guam associate this 
day with despair, this day is also a day 
of celebration and faith in our commu-
nity. To the large Catholic community 
in Guam, December 8 is a very impor-
tant day. It is the feast of Guam’s pa-
tron saint, Santa Marian Kamalen. On 
this day in 1941, it began as any normal 
Sunday, with people going to church. 
However, life changed with bombs 
dropping and planes flying overhead. It 
drowned out the otherwise quiet island. 

Despite the surprise attack on Guam, 
Santa Marian Kamalen survived and is 
a representation of the people of Guam. 
No matter what happens, our people 
are strong, and there is no event that 
can break our communities. 

This is true for every major setback 
Guam faces. Most recently, in May of 
this year, the strongest typhoon to 
strike Guam in 20 years breached our 
shores. When homes and businesses 
were destroyed and when people felt 
down and despaired, it was the commu-
nity, our friends, and family who 
helped us get back on our feet. This is 
the ‘‘hafa adai’’ spirit that lives in ev-
eryone who calls Guam home and is a 
value that keeps our island moving and 
on our feet. 

While these moments in Guam’s his-
tory are merely a single thread in the 
fabric of our people and island, they 
make our island what we know it as 
today. These stories live on, and it is 
important to reflect on them always. 

I could not be prouder to represent 
and advocate for such a diverse and 

strong district. Because of our people, 
Guam is strong. 

While we reflect on the history and 
sacrifices made 82 years ago, let us fill 
our hearts with gratitude, reverence, 
peace, and faith. 

Mr. Speaker, God bless Guam, God 
bless our ‘‘manamko,’’ ‘‘seniors,’’ and 
God bless America. 

f 

TIME TO CUT SPENDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, our national debt 
eclipsed $33.8 trillion. This means that 
we have now crossed a dangerous new 
threshold of over $100,000 of debt for 
every man, woman, and child in the 
United States. 

This rampant and wasteful spending 
has only been made worse by President 
Biden’s reckless budgets that have led 
to soaring inflation and more pain for 
Pennsylvanians. 

From canceling student loans to 
handing out cash reimbursements for 
electric vehicles, Joe Biden has shown 
that he is more worried about appeas-
ing his far-left base than our financial 
well-being. 

In the past year, the average family 
was forced to pay an additional $11,000 
to cover the cost of just everyday 
goods. 

It is time to cut spending and stop 
borrowing from China to pay for reck-
less liberal policies. 

The trillions of dollars that we pay in 
interest on this debt does nothing to 
keep our Nation safe. It does nothing 
to fund Medicare. It does nothing to se-
cure our open southern border. 

It is time to pass a Federal budget 
that addresses our debt and puts an end 
to the mismanagement of our finances 
brought on by President Biden’s Green 
New Deal initiatives. 
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION IMPOSES BURDENSOME 

REGULATIONS 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, far too often, we have seen 
the Biden administration impose onto 
American energy producers burden-
some regulations that only serve to 
drive up costs and limit production. 

Instead of turning to power sources 
like natural gas, oil, or propane, Presi-
dent Biden has focused his attention on 
using taxpayer dollars to subsidize in-
adequate and unreliable projects like 
windmills and solar farms. 

In places without gas pipelines, 
which have been difficult to build due 
to the President’s own actions, power 
alternatives like propane can be a vital 
tool in order to keep refrigerators cold 
and our homes warm. 

We have heard from experts who have 
testified to the dangers of potential 
rolling blackouts this winter as our 
grid struggles to meet demand without 
the aid of coal-fired plants that have 
been a cornerstone of our energy pro-
duction literally for decades. As we 

look to confront these potential black-
outs, it is critical that we utilize en-
ergy resources that are so abundant in 
Pennsylvania. 

We cannot afford to waste any more 
time investing in Green New Deal ini-
tiatives. It is time to return to our 
baseload power and ensure that our 
families are protected from energy 
blackouts. 

f 

EPA DATA DOESN’T SHOW 
INCREASING TEMPERATURES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, impor-
tantly, where we get our data from is 
extremely useful and key to making 
wise decisions around here. 

Since about half the focus of the 
speeches at this place and at every 
committee and at every agency of the 
Federal Government seems to be on 
what they call climate change, it is 
good to know where we are getting our 
data. It tends to follow what percent of 
the atmosphere is CO2 and what the 
temperatures are. 

Well, here is an interesting little 
piece from the EPA on their data and 
on the climate stations they have. 
They have all sorts of weather moni-
toring devices across the country, a lit-
tle over 1,060, I believe it is. In some 
cases, the way they are set and where 
they are placed is a whole conversation 
unto itself. 

The old rules require that they be 
placed in areas that are not skewing 
the temperature one way or another, 
but sometimes, you will find them on 
rooftops next to air-conditioning units, 
parking lots, areas that are going to be 
more prone toward heat sinks and to 
keeping temperatures higher. 

Nonetheless, a recent set of data that 
EPA themselves has allowed to get out 
is that, since 1948, only 19 percent of 
those weather stations have shown a 
mild increase in temperature. That 
means 81 percent did not show an in-
crease in temperature as per their own 
data. 

b 1045 

Over 800 of those stations, I think 863, 
reported either a decrease or no change 
in the number of hot days. 

Interesting, isn’t it? You would think 
that we are melting down. We hear all 
this talking—even the committee I was 
just in—oh, sea level rise. Well, you 
look at pictures, and the sea level 
hasn’t risen; certainly not to the ex-
tent that we are being threatened in 
the way they are not asking us but 
forcing us to change our lives. 

It is one thing if you want to buy an 
electric vehicle because that might 
work for you in your commute. Hey, 
great. When you see my own State of 
California forcing these mandates by 
2035, or whatever round year number 
they make up, as to when we have to 
get to what they call net zero on CO2, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:06 Dec 06, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05DE7.008 H05DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6118 December 5, 2023 
it is really going to negatively affect a 
lot of people’s lives, not just auto-
mobiles, which might be easier, but 
trucks that haul things. 

For example, a typical truck, the 
total vehicle weight is 80,000 pounds, 
which the tare weight, or the empty 
weight of the empty truck, is 25,000 
pounds. You have got about 55,000 
pounds worth of capacity. If you con-
vert that truck to an electric vehicle, 
it will take 16,000 pounds of additional 
weight of batteries to make it have any 
kind of range. The payload has just de-
creased by about 16,000 pounds or so on 
a truck. 

Let’s get back to the core numbers. 
What we are seeing is their own cli-
mate stations, their own weather sta-
tions, 81 percent of them, have shown 
as level or a decrease in temperature 
since 1948. Only a handful have seen an 
increase. Even then we have got to see 
how skewed those are with where they 
are placed, in parking lots or areas 
that are heat sinks. 

Let’s look at the CO2 numbers since 
that is supposed to be the killer that so 
many folks are whining about around 
here. Carbon dioxide is only 0.04 per-
cent of our atmosphere. Four one-hun-
dredths of 1 percent are what they are 
making us change our lives for. It is 
also putting America at a huge dis-
advantage economically, by exporting 
our jobs, exporting our extraction of 
natural resources to places like China 
or other areas around the world that 
have the ability to do the mining that 
is needed to produce copper or, heaven 
forbid, all the lithium and the cobalt 
and other things it is going to take to 
battery and electrify everything. 

Instead, let’s not have mandates to 
take away our cars, our trucks, and our 
trains. I even see silly pieces on the 
internet about one of the major cargo 
carriers saying we need to look forward 
to electrifying aircraft. The aircraft 
won’t have any weight capacity to haul 
anything if you load it down with bat-
teries. Battery technology needs to 
make leaps and bounds. We don’t have 
it yet. Yes, we should keep researching 
that, but, by golly, why do we have to 
hamstring ourselves right now? 

The internal combustion engines we 
have now burn cleaner and better than 
ever. If we are allowed to continue to 
refine them, they will be even better, 
just through attrition, over time. By 
replacing trucks and replacing vehicles 
with the newer, cleaner-burning ones, 
we are making giant strides. We have 
already made giant strides from the 
bad old days in the 1960s in the LA 
Basin and stuff with cleaner-burning 
vehicles. 

Let’s make progress on things that 
are within our range. Yes, we can look 
into hydrogen and see if that can power 
vehicles, but this battery-powered ev-
erything is really a farce at the end of 
it. It has to be heavily subsidized to get 
people to buy the cars. We are seeing 
the range. We are seeing the stories in 
the wintertime, et cetera. Let’s take a 
smarter look at what the heck we are 
doing instead of just forcing it. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Our Father, creator—the one who 
made us who we are and who has given 
us all we have, as we call on Your 
name, may You be glorified. 

Reveal Your heavenly splendor that 
we would be assured of the eternity 
You have promised each one of us. May 
our life here on Earth reflect this gra-
cious design which is beyond our 
human imaginings. 

Set the world right as we seek to 
serve You and allow what we do on 
Earth to be the unveiling of Your di-
vine will for Your creation. 

Provide for us this day the nourish-
ment we need to sustain the work You 
have set before us to do. Strengthen 
our spirits by the bread that is Your 
word, that our faith will uphold us in 
the face of anything that we encounter. 

We ask Your forgiveness for all that 
we have done or left undone which has 
caused pain and sadness. As we receive 
Your forgiveness, may we live into 
Your mercy by finding it within our-
selves to forgive others. 

Keep us safe today from all evil di-
rected toward us and from all harm 
which our own temptations inflict 
upon us. 

To You, O Lord, does everything on 
Earth owe its life. May all that lives 
and breathes glorify Your holy name 
this day. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HNI CORPORATION 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to shed light on achieve-
ments made by Iowa’s very own HNI 
Corporation located in Muscatine, 
Iowa. 

HNI is one of the largest office fur-
niture manufacturers, and they lead in 
production of products such as gas, 
electric, wood, and biomass burning 
fireplaces. 

Recently, HNI was recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Energy for reach-
ing reduced emission goals as a partner 
in the Better Climate Challenge. 

By implementing various renewable 
energy and energy efficiency efforts, 
HNI was able to reduce emissions by 64 
percent. 

We congratulate HNI on this achieve-
ment. 

I also take this moment to let Carol 
Crane of Davenport, Iowa, know as she 
is battling cancer that we are all pray-
ing for her, and we all support her. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 1278. An act to designate the Federal 
building located at 985 Michigan Avenue in 
Detroit, Michigan, as the ‘‘Rosa Parks Fed-
eral Building’’, and for other purposes. 

S. 2087. An act to reauthorize the Congres-
sional Award Act. 

S. 2644. An act to establish standards for 
trauma kits purchased using funds provided 
under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant Program. 

f 

EARNING A LIVING WAGE 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, millions of Americans will start 
work today not knowing if they will 
earn enough for food, rent, or medical 
bills. 

Why? Because they are tipped work-
ers who are guaranteed an hourly min-
imum wage of only $2.13 plus whatever 
tips come their way. 

Yes, $2.13 per hour. That is not a 
typo. Even the most frugal find it im-
possible to live on $2.13 an hour plus 
the luck of a tip jar. 

Chicago recently approved the One 
Fair Wage Act to address this inequity, 
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