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just let the people go. They won’t both-
er to file a police report because they 
know that nothing is going to happen. 

You can’t actually look at reported 
crimes as an accurate gauge of how 
much criminal activity there is. 

When it comes to vehicle thefts, that 
is different because there is usually an 
insurance claim. We get realistic, accu-
rate numbers when it comes to motor 
vehicle thefts. 

How does that compare? In 2022, re-
ported vehicle thefts per capita were 
250 percent higher in California than 
they were in Florida. 

That will be no surprise to anyone 
who has been to San Francisco. The ad-
vice often is you should roll down your 
windows when you leave your car 
parked so at least they won’t break 
them when they are trying to break in. 

I want to mention one final issue, the 
10th and final issue—although there 
are certainly plenty of others—where 
the Governor of our State gave a com-
pletely false and misleading character-
ization about what life is like in Cali-
fornia, and that is on the issue of per-
sonal freedom. 

The Governor called California the 
freedom State, but the Cato Institute 
rankings of freedom in the 50 States 
ranked California as the 48th most free 
State. Florida ranked second out of the 
50 states. 

Just look at what happened, of 
course, during the COVID lockdowns 
where California had the highest meas-
ure of government control and the 
least measure of personal choice and 
freedom. 

It began long before that. California 
has every year continued to erode the 
rights and freedoms of its residents. 

When it comes to economic freedom, 
for example, Newsom signed into law 
AB 5, which has deprived countless peo-
ple of their right to earn a living, effec-
tively abolishing independent con-
tracting for many professions in Cali-
fornia. 

Now, his former Secretary of Labor, 
Julie Su, is trying to do the same thing 
through the regulatory process here in 
Washington, D.C. 

Look at things like bans on straws, 
bans on gas-powered leaf blowers, bans 
on chopsticks and other single-use food 
items, bans on even gas-powered vehi-
cles by 2035, if Gavin Newsom has his 
way. 

Every day in California, we wake up 
wondering what is going to be banned 
next. For Newsom to somehow claim 
we are the freedom State is a delusion 
of the highest order. 

I will close by making this point, 
though, Mr. Speaker, which is that 
California, I believe, is the greatest 
State in the country. 

It is the State where everyone has al-
ways wanted to come to. We have ev-
erything to offer, and there are still so 
many great things about our State: the 
amazing people and diversity of cul-
tures and world-leading companies in 
California. We have great universities 
in our State, as well. 

We have so many great things going, 
and we still have parts of our State 
that people are moving to and want to 
live in—specifically, my district. 

My district is one of the few parts of 
California that is growing right now. In 
fact, while the State as a whole has for 
three straight years led the Nation in 
U-Haul departures, the largest city in 
my district, Roseville, was second in 
the Nation in U-Haul arrivals. 

Why is it that people are moving to 
our area while they are leaving other 
parts of California? 

The reason is that we have fought 
against the failed governance model 
that Gavin Newsom has tried to impose 
on the State as a whole and that is in 
an especially advanced stage in places 
like San Francisco. 

During the COVID years, we fought 
in every way we could to allow our 
communities to follow the evidence 
and allow citizens to live their lives as 
they saw fit. 

We ended up getting our kids back to 
school sooner than any other part of 
California. We ended up having an un-
employment rate in Placer County, for 
example, that was about half the rest 
of the State. 

What was the result of that? We ac-
tually ended up having way better 
COVID–19 outcomes than the State as a 
whole because we focused on the things 
that would actually make a difference 
on disease control rather than popu-
lation control, rather than gratu-
itously taking away the personal free-
doms of our residents. 

Even before COVID and now after—at 
least as we have moved away from that 
paradigm—we continue to try to chart 
a different course than California as a 
whole has taken. 

We support small businesses in our 
communities rather than attacking 
them. We support law enforcement in 
our communities rather than defunding 
the police and rather than contributing 
to a false and misleading narrative, a 
negative narrative about our law en-
forcement. 

We have led the entire Nation in 
going after fentanyl dealers and charg-
ing them with murder, so we don’t 
have more of our kids continuing to 
get victimized. 

When Gavin Newsom says California 
is a model for the Nation, nothing 
could be further from the truth. I am 
very proud to represent communities 
that do represent a model for how Cali-
fornia as a whole can once again be-
come the Golden State. 

I encourage everyone who watched 
the debate last night to take a close 
look at the facts because there is an in-
creasing tendency for California’s fail-
ures to become national failures. 

As a Representative from California, 
I will be fighting in every way I can to 
make sure that that doesn’t happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THE GAZA STRIP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to address the current situa-
tion in what used to be called the Gaza 
Strip. 

I believe looking at American polls 
prior to the invasion that took place in 
October, there were too many segments 
of the American population who—inso-
far as there were disagreements be-
tween, I guess, what we will call Gaza 
and the State of Israel or Palestinians 
in the State of Israel—sided with the 
Palestinians. They felt somehow Israel 
was doing something wrong. 

I still run into some of these people 
when I go back to my office across 
from the Capitol building because 
sometimes they are out there pro-
testing or making some sort of a case. 

I believe that all Americans should 
realize that—until what they did to 
themselves about a month and a half 
ago—that the people in the Gaza strip 
were fortunate to belong in an area 
right adjacent to Israel proper. 

First of all, in that part of the world, 
there is probably nowhere where you 
would want to live more than Israel. 

As far as basic freedoms, which we 
take for granted in the United States, 
those freedoms are available to people 
living in Israel, and the freedoms, to a 
large extent, came from a Western cul-
ture which was brought to that part of 
the world as Jews moved there from 
other areas around the Middle East and 
from Europe beginning before World 
War II. 

Indeed, that land was largely a 
wasteland. It is interesting to read 
Mark Twain’s comments when he 
toured that part of the world. It was 
largely a wasteland until the great 
Jewish migration. 

At that time, it not only eventually 
benefited the Jewish people who came 
to Israel from Europe, but it benefited 
the Arabs, as well. 

Indeed, between about the year 1900 
and right prior to World War II, as the 
number of Jewish people in that area 
went up from about 100,000 to 600,000, 
the number of Arabs in that area 
moved up from 600,000 to 1.3 million 
people. 

In other words, Arabs from the other 
areas around Israel, as more people 
moved there from Europe, they moved 
there as well to take advantage of the 
economic opportunity that became 
available as more Westernized people 
moved in there, and that continues to 
this day. 

I don’t think it is reported enough in 
the press that many people from Gaza 
who were working worked in Israel, 
and the economic opportunities in 
Israel were far greater than the eco-
nomic opportunities in Gaza. 

Indeed, I believe something like a 
person who left Gaza to work in Israel 
may be making four times as much 
than if they tried to stay in Gaza and 
work for the employers in Gaza. Again, 
they are very fortunate that Israel was 
right next door. 
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Now, why is Gaza not well off in 
other ways? Because they are getting 
huge amounts of aid from around the 
world, and particularly aid from Euro-
pean countries. 

Well, the problem is that the people 
they have elected, Hamas, grabs that 
money. There are people who are bil-
lionaires, not because they have done 
anything worthwhile or thought of a 
new way of doing something or opened 
a chain of hotels or whatever, the peo-
ple who are connected with Hamas 
have become billionaires, taking 
money off the top that comes from the 
very poor people who are living in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Indeed, they not only take the money 
and skim the money off the top, but 
they then don’t recycle the money in 
the Gaza Strip. They live in Qatar, or 
maybe they live in Turkiye. This is 
what Hamas does to the local people. 

By the way, I think if you look 
around the globe, the biggest difference 
between the prosperous countries and 
the not prosperous countries, is are the 
people that are running the not pros-
perous countries, are they siphoning 
off the money themselves? 

In other words, we have a crooked 
government. 

Nobody could not say that when left 
to their own devices, the Gazans have 
elected themselves, Hamas, I guess I 
would say, a very crooked government, 
which insofar as they don’t have as 
much money as they would like, it is 
caused by who they have elected them-
selves. 

Remember, I think there is some 
feeling out there that Hamas is this 
fringe group that happens to be run-
ning Gaza. Hamas was elected over-
whelmingly by the Gazans. 

Now, we can feel sorry for people 
that make such a stupid choice but we 
also have to say that you are guilty, to 
a certain extent, by electing such peo-
ple. 

Another indication of how lucky you 
would think people should be for being 
in that part of the world, in a region on 
the beautiful Mediterranean Sea, is 
that the people from all around the 
globe are coming not just to be next to 
Israel, but to be right in Israel. 

One of the things that surprised me, 
as you read about what is going on, is 
that apparently some of the hostages 
were from Thailand. I thought, why in 
the world are hostages from Thailand 
being grabbed by these horrible Hamas 
militants? 

Well, I looked into it. People, par-
ticularly from Thailand or Philippines 
but sometimes from other places as 
well, are coming from halfway around 
the globe to live in Israel. 

Now, ask yourself that. I assume that 
these people from Thailand or Phil-
ippines are not Jewish, but, neverthe-
less, things are so good in Israel that 
people come from halfway around the 
globe, from Philippines and Thailand, 
to work and live in Israel. 

If you know anybody who says how 
horrible it is and how the Israelis are 

picking on these people, ask them: If it 
is so bad there, why do these people 
come from all over the globe to work 
there? 

Another point to be made, Gaza is 
not the freest country in the world, but 
they live next to Israel, which probably 
has as many freedoms as anywhere else 
in the world, as far as freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion; things are 
about as open as they can be, which is 
another benefit. They have an example 
of a modern western state right next 
door. 

The next thing I think the public 
should consider as far as these poor 
people on the Gaza Strip, is apparently 
no one else in that part of the world 
will take them. 

I mean, there are all sorts of people 
who feign interest in them, who feign 
sympathy toward them. How many of 
these people are being invited into, 
say, Qatar, a Muslim country, in that 
part of the world that presumably 
needs people to do work. 

I have a feeling there are a lot of peo-
ple in Qatar from Asia as well doing 
the work. Why don’t the Qataris say, 
oh, you are wonderful people. Why 
don’t you come to our country? 

What do the Egyptians think? The 
Egyptians are right next door. 

If this is such a sympathetic group of 
people, why don’t the Egyptians say: 
Come here, we can easily take another 
1 to 1.5 million people in Egypt. We can 
even take over that part of the world. 

You don’t hear that from the Egyp-
tians or from any of the other Muslim 
countries in the region. 

You don’t hear Turkiye saying we 
want these people. 

You don’t hear Syria saying we want 
these people. 

You don’t hear Iran, who is funneling 
some of the money toward this ter-
rorism, you don’t hear them saying we 
want these people. 

So before you have too much sym-
pathy for this group—and I guess we 
can have sympathy for all human 
beings—you have to ask yourselves, 
why do none of these other Arab-Mus-
lim countries in that part of the world, 
or in the case of Iran, a Muslim coun-
try, why aren’t they taking them? 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the American peo-
ple who are out there, the demonstra-
tors and such, before saying how hor-
rible things are for the people in Gaza, 
look at the history. Look and see the 
benefits that these people are getting 
from living next to Israel. Look and see 
the number of Arabs who moved to 
what is today the Gaza Strip, or Israel 
as a whole, moved there from other 
parts of the Middle East after—not be-
fore—but after the big Jewish migra-
tion that took place in the first half of 
the last century. 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION ACROSS OUR SOUTHERN 
BORDER 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
next issue I think is the most impor-
tant issue facing the United States 
today, and that is the illegal immigra-
tion across our southern border. 

We have new numbers that came out 
for October. Again, we hit records, as 
far as the number of encounters, of 
people coming across the southern bor-
der. 

The most recent number shows 
241,000 encounters at that border, up 
from 1 year ago at 231,000; up from 2 
years ago at 164,000; up from 3 years 
ago at 72,000 when we had a different 
President. 

So again, we hit records on the num-
ber of people who are coming here. 

We have 71,000, what they call got- 
aways, which are people who come 
across the border and do not check in 
with the Border Patrol. 

Most people who come across the bor-
der ask for asylum. They don’t need 
asylum but at least they ask for it, and 
there is a perfunctory check on things. 

We hit another near high of almost 
62,000 got-aways who won’t even check 
in and ask for asylum crossing the 
southern border. 

This is a disaster waiting to happen. 
You are permanently changing Amer-
ica. Our forefathers anticipated that 
America be a country for a moral and 
religious people. We have no idea what 
the background of these people is. 

Are they going to stand with our 
Constitution? 

Do they understand the natural ideal 
that our forefathers wanted inde-
pendent people coming here, not people 
who would view the government as giv-
ing something to them? 

So I would hope that the press—it is 
still not too late—think about running 
a banner headline rather than focusing 
on some of the less-important issues 
around here to educate the American 
public. We, again, are getting record 
numbers in our country. 

By the way, when you look at mi-
grants who stay here—not just encoun-
ters, but who stay here—they are esti-
mating 235,000 in October; 1 year ago, it 
was 178,000. 

So what is that? That is about a 35- 
percent increase over the last year. 
Doesn’t that merit a banner headline 
given that Joe Biden isn’t hardly kick-
ing anybody out? 

After Joe Biden became President 2 
years ago, that number was over 
100,000; 3 years ago, at the end of Presi-
dent Trump’s term, it was about 19,000. 

So from 3 years ago in October when 
we had a different administration, we 
have gone up by about a factor of 12. 
Think about that; 12 times as many 
people crossing the border in October 
2023 compared to October 2020. 

Mr. Speaker, America had better 
wake up or we are going to lose this 
country. People back home tell me 
that we must let some immigrants in 
here; we are a country of immigrants. 

I attended a ceremony in Milwaukee 
of over 250 people, in one day, in one 
city, who were sworn in to be new citi-
zens. We are now swearing in over 1 
million people a year that do things 
right, that are vetted, that we know 
are not breaking the law, that almost 
always have jobs; sometimes they have 
opened a business by themselves. 
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It is not like America is saying you 

could never get into America or we are 
so xenophobic, that we are no longer a 
country of immigrants. No. We have 
over 1 million people every year com-
ing here, that are sworn in. That is not 
including children who are born here to 
parents who are non-immigrants. Right 
now our government wrongly is saying 
that if you are born in this country, 
you are automatically an American 
citizen. 

It is also not counting the tens of 
thousands of people who are on visas 
that have expired. So we are flooding 
America with new people. 

America, again, has to remember, 
and I want to repeat those figures one 
more time, in this October compared to 
three Octobers ago, we have about 12 
times as many people coming into this 
country and being let in across the 
southern border than were in that 
short time period ago. I encourage 
America to wake up. 

APPROPRIATIONS BILLS 
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, one 

more issue I would address so that the 
American public is aware, is that when 
we put together what I think a normal 
person would refer to our budget, we 
try to break it into 12 different parts, 
which we call appropriations bills. 

The Senate has an appropriations 
bill—we are trying to get them to 
break things up—and the House has 
separate appropriations bills, and then 
negotiations take place between the 
House and the Senate to see what the 
new law will be. 

Now, there are a variety of the things 
that the press should be paying atten-
tion to in these bills. A lot of things 
are details with regard to spending. 

We have to remember that right now 
we are borrowing about 22 percent of 
our budget. I hope all Americans are 
paying attention as debates are being 
had over every item in these appropria-
tions bills, as to whether we are spend-
ing more or spending less. 

Remember, the reason we have these 
high interest rates, which are making 
it almost impossible for young people 
to buy a house, is because of inflation, 
which comes from excessive spending. 
That is one thing for people to look up. 

The thing I want to address today is 
that in almost every one of these bills 
there are efforts being made to in-
crease the number of bureaucrats who 
are involved in diversity. 

In other words, people are going to 
get into these agencies, and rather 
than doing something productive, they 
are going to stick their nose in and say 
when we hire somebody, when we pro-
mote somebody, when we fire some-
body, whether we give somebody a 
grant or not, one of the things to look 
at is that person’s ethnic background. 

This is an incredibly divisive thing to 
do. These people add nothing—by the 
people, I mean the diversity bureau-
crats—add nothing to the wealth of our 
country, but they do create divisive-
ness because they begin to cause people 
to view themselves not as Americans 

first, but they begin to say: What are 
you going to give me because my an-
cestors are from Africa? What are you 
going to give me because my ancestors 
are from Southeast Asia? What are you 
going to give me because my ancestors 
are from India? What are you going to 
give me because my ancestors are from 
Bolivia? 

That is a very dangerous thing to do. 
Also, this is something that is going to 
result in kind of lower standards, be-
cause rather than just saying we are 
going to hire the best person for the 
job, you begin to look at people’s an-
cestry. 

There are going to have to be debates 
on every one of these 12 bills in which 
we say, are we going to let new com-
mittees into these bills? Are we going 
to let new bureaucrats into these bills 
who use their power to judge people 
solely by ancestry? 

I hope that, again, our press corps, 
which is sometimes missing the boat 
on these issues—and in there, I will 
even include the conservative press 
corps—I hope that they pay attention 
as each one of these bills move forward. 

Since now is the time of year when 
we appropriate money, in other words, 
now is the time of the year when we 
spend money, are we going to allow an 
increase or any of these diversity bu-
reaucrats to be hired? 

Nowadays, you are getting college 
degrees and these sorts of things say-
ing I want to spend my whole life try-
ing to divide people and trying to cause 
Americans to view themselves as an 
ethnic group; an ethnic group from a 
country where not only their parents 
or grandparents or maybe even great- 
grandparents have never stepped foot 
in. 

I talked about Bolivia. Are they 
going to identify as Bolivian, even 
though they may have never seen Bo-
livia, their parents never saw Bolivia, 
their grandparents never saw Bolivia, 
or even though they have never spoken 
a word of Spanish? Maybe they think it 
is important that they be part of this 
agency so they can bring a Latin- 
American viewpoint to this agency or 
represent other Latin Americans. It is 
just a completely ridiculous idea. 

b 1330 
That idea is taking root. I think the 

only reason I would push it is if I want-
ed to destroy America, if I wanted 
Americans to turn to a fight between 
each other or a contest between each 
other, which is sure to end in the weak-
ening of America. 

Again, we ask the press corps to pay 
attention as each one of these appro-
priation bills moves forward and edu-
cate the American public, which is 
what the press corps should be doing, 
educating the American public on the 
degree to which we are hiring more 
people to judge new hires, promotions, 
and grants or government contracting, 
who gets the contract based on their 
ancestry. 

Those are three new issues that I 
hope the press covers. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the remain-
der of my time. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of 
the House, reported that on November 
16, 2023, the following bill was pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States for approval: 

H.R. 6363. Making further continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 31 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Decem-
ber 4, 2023, at noon for morning-hour 
debate. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Member executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 

Celeste Maloy 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2448. A letter from the Special Projects 
Coordinator, Rural Development Innovation 
Center, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Guar-
anteed Loanmaking and Servicing Regula-
tions [Docket No.: RBS-20-BUSINESS-0016] 
(RIN: 0570-AB07) received November 27, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

EC–2449. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement: Re-
strictions on Overhaul and Repair of Naval 
Vessels in Foreign Shipyards (DFARS Case 
2021-D021) [Docket: DARS-2023-0006] (RIN: 
0750-AL39) received November 29, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–2450. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Division of Trading and Markets, Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Clear-
ing Agency Governance and Conflicts of In-
terest [Release No.: 34-98959; File No.: S7-21- 
22] (RIN: 3235-0695) received November 21, 
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–2451. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Revisions; Cali-
fornia; San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pol-
lution Control District [EPA-R09-OAR-2023- 
0076; FRL-10663-02-R9] received November 21, 
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–2452. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
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