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sector have joined together to address
this longstanding constriction to eco-
nomic growth.

Mr. Speaker, I ask DOT: Please see
us, hear us, help us.

———

HONORING STUDENTS FROM THE
NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with great pride to honor
five students from my district who
were selected to perform at the 2023
National Youth Orchestra.

BEach summer, Carnegie Hall’s Weill
Music Institute invites some of the
brightest young musicians from across
the country to travel the world in a
free, multi-week training residency
with world-class professional musi-
cians.

The National Youth Orchestra par-
ticipates in a platform to shine on a
global stage. Today, I recognize five of
the 2023 National Youth Orchestra par-
ticipants from my district.

They are Beckett Miles from Jack-
sonville; Leila Warren from Ponte
Vedra Beach; Nelson Keakopa from St.
Johns County; and Luke Valian
Malobay from Jacksonville; and Theo-
dore ‘““T'J”’ Shistle from Jacksonville.

Thanks to countless hours of prac-
tice, determination, and dedication,
these students have participated in
performances which have touched the
hearts of audiences around the world
and demonstrated an outstanding pro-
ficiency, grace, and commitment to ex-
cellence.

On behalf of Florida’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, congratulations to each
of these young musicians for their con-
tribution to the field of music perform-
ance, their passion for their craft, and
their willingness to share their talent.

Mr. Speaker, our community is be-
hind them as they go on to accomplish
their future accolades.

——————

DENOUNCING THE RISE OF ANTI-
ARAB HATE AND ISLAMOPHOBIA

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, three
young college students went for a walk
in Burlington, Vermont, during their
Thanksgiving break: Hishem, Kinnaan,
and Taahseen spoke Arabic to one an-
other and wore keffiyehs.

They were shot.

Whether or not this meets the legal
standard for hate crime, we know this
was a hateful act. The recent rise in
Islamophobia in this country has led to
deadly violence. It is deeply disturbing
and frightening.

I want to be clear: Leaders in this
very Chamber need to unequivocally
denounce the rise of anti-Arab hate and
Islamophobia. Words matter.
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We need to lead with our values—
community and acceptance—rather
than hatred and fear.

No one should be targeted because of
their ethnicity or their religion. It has
no place in Vermont. It has no place
anywhere. We all have a part to play.
We need to speak up and stand with our
Muslim neighbors and friends now.

The eyes of the Nation are on
Vermont, and we want to make it abso-
lutely clear to Americans that we will
stand against this kind of violence and
hate.

—————

CELEBRATING GARDEN CLUB OF
ORANGE PARK ON THEIR 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
do you know what always works when
you are in trouble with your spouse?

Flowers.

Science has shown that not only do
flowers make us happier, but they have
a strong positive effect on our emo-
tional well-being.

No stranger to the power of flowers
are the dedicated members of the Gar-
den Club of Orange Park.

Since 1948, this club has bloomed into
a staple for the beautification of north-
east Florida, and today I rise to com-
memorate them on their 75th birthday.
Let’s all agree, they don’t look a day
over 29.

Through countless projects, they
have nurtured a spirit of environ-
mental awareness and sustainable liv-
ing. The fruits of their labor include
actual fruit trees at homes built by
Habitat for Humanity and gardens at
local elementary schools.

The Garden Club has not only en-
riched our physical surroundings, but
it has also transformed public spaces,
creating havens of tranquility and
beauty for all to enjoy.

On behalf of the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Florida, I thank each
member, past and present, for their
commitment to environmental preser-
vation and exceptional community
service. I trust that their legacy will
continue to bloom for generations to
come.

Mr. Speaker, it is a joy to wish the
Garden Club of Orange Park a happy
75th anniversary.

NEGOTIATING SUCCESSFUL
RELEASE OF HOSTAGES

(Ms. JACOBS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JACOBS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank my colleagues for their
unanimous support of H. Res. 793,
which passed the House this week.

I was proud to be an original cospon-
sor of this resolution, calling on Hamas
to immediately release the 240 hostages
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taken during the horrific and inexcus-
able attack on Israel on October 7.

In the 55 days since the attack, I
have met with family members of
many of the hostages. They have expe-
rienced unimaginable pain and loss but
still have hope, and so do I.

I am deeply grateful to President
Biden and his administration for their
leadership in negotiating the vitally
important deal to release many of the
hostages. I am relieved that 110 of
them have been reunited with their
loved ones, but we won’t rest until
every single one is home safely.

———

PA-17 WPIAL CHAMPS HEAD TO
PIAA CHAMPIONSHIPS

(Mr. DELUZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELUZIO. Mr. Speaker, plenty of
my colleagues claim to have the best
high school football. Of course, they
will be wrong because western Pennsyl-
vania is second to none.

When Jack Lambert took his place in
the Hall of Fame, he called folks in
western Pennsylvania a proud, hard-
working people who love their football
and their players.

It was true then, and it is true today.

It doesn’t matter if we are cheering
for the Steelers or for WPIAL con-
tenders under the Friday night lights.
On any field, football is serious busi-
ness in western Pennsylvania.

I congratulate the WPIAL champions
from my district for bringing home the
hardware: Beaver Falls, North Alle-
gheny, and Aliquippa High Schools.

A special congratulations to the
Quips on their record 20th WPIAL title
victory.

Good luck this weekend to all the
teams battling it out for the State
playoffs and for the State title.

———————

RECOGNIZING OUR BRAVE SERV-
ICEMEMBERS AND THEIR FAMI-
LIES

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize our brave service-
members and their families.

America’s veterans have sacrificed so
much for our freedom, and for that, I
am deeply grateful, but words alone are
not enough.

As Members of Congress, it is our job
to honor the pledge we made to mili-
tary families and ensure that they get
the benefits that they deserve.

When my constituent, Shirley Thom-
as, suddenly stopped receiving her VA
benefits, she reached out to my office
for help. In just 3 short weeks, my
team was able to restart Shirley’s ben-
efits and secure back payments for the
months that she missed.
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I recently visited Shirley and reiter-
ated my commitment to helping mili-
tary families like hers, because sup-
porting our servicemembers means sup-
porting them long after they come
home. It means providing them with
safe, affordable housing; expanding
educational opportunities to help vet-
erans pursue their career goals; im-
proving home care services for elderly
veterans; and so much more.

Today, and always, I will keep fight-
ing to do just that.

——
WORLD AIDS DAY

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on World AIDS Day, as we re-
member tens of millions of beautiful
souls we have lost around the world to
HIV and AIDS and pray for their fami-
lies.

Over the last two decades, our fight
against HIV/AIDS in the world has
been transformed by PEPFAR, made
possible by the leadership of President
Bush and bipartisan support in Con-
gress.

It was my privilege to be a leader in
this fight on the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee where we secured more
than $100 billion for PEPFAR to sup-
port its life-giving work.

I salute President Bush and Mrs.
Bush for their ongoing attention and
commitment to this issue. I have trav-
eled to visit the clinics in Africa and
have been told by people there that
PEPFAR gave them hope. They would
never have been tested if they didn’t
think there was an opportunity for
something to improve their lives. They
lost the stigma of being tested posi-
tively by having hope given to them.

I thank President Bush and Mrs.
Bush for helping address the issue with
their Pink Ribbon Campaign.

As we go forward, let us hope that
this body will soon reauthorize
PEPFAR for what it means.

During the COVID crisis, I spoke to
the head of the World Health Organiza-
tion and asked him if PEPFAR helped.
He said, yes, the science, the distribu-
tion of drugs, the network that was
created was all very helpful to us in
the fight against COVID, especially in
Africa.

Again, thanks to President Bush for
his leadership at the time. I told him
at that time that I am with you as long
as it is big. He made it big, and he has
made it constant; and we salute him
and are grateful to him for that.

This year's World AIDS Day is fraught with
meaning because our nation faces the impera-
tive of reauthorizing PEPFAR HIV is very re-
sourceful: it keeps adapting to survive, and so
must we. | join so many of my colleagues and
voices across the world in calling on Congres-
sional leaders to make reauthorizing PEPFAR
a top priority as we negotiate government
funding legislation. Today, and every day,
America must demonstrate to the world that
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we remain fully committed to building an
AIDS-free generation, with health equity and
justice for all.

——

SEYMOUR JOHNSON AIR FORCE
BASE

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base is getting it done for the Amer-
ican people.

As a proud U.S. Air Force veteran
and member of the House Committee
on Armed Services, I toured the base
recently to better understand its chal-
lenges, including the possibility of los-
ing F-15E Strike Eagles without any
replacement. That is why I led a bipar-
tisan letter encouraging House Mem-
bers not to strike the Strike Eagle pro-
vision from the NDAA.

During my visit, I saw a deterio-
rating child development center, and
this is unacceptable. While at the facil-
ity, a 4-year-old came up to the window
and waved, smiling, which touched my
heart.

Mr. Speaker, we must advance mili-
tary construction projects like this and
join in the work of the bipartisan Qual-
ity of Life panel, because this 4-year-
old, her friends, and her family deserve
nothing less. This is the best way that
we can wave back to the children of
our military families.

———
ST. JUDE MARATHON

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow,
will be the beginning of the weekend of
the St. Jude Marathon in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Memphis is a city that has much to
be proud of, but one of our most pride-
ful things is we are home to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. It cures
cancers, tries to cure the ones that
they haven’t yet, and gives children
with cancer opportunities to be treated
free of charge.

This week, there will be a St. Jude
marathon through Memphis; a big race
with thousands and thousands of run-
ners who are there to raise money for
St. Jude and to bring attention to what
St. Jude does for the children of the
world.

I praise St. Jude, and I am appre-
ciative that they are in Memphis. I en-
courage everybody to support them and
to contribute.

I am not supposed to say that but I
did.

————
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THE RIGHT OF THE STATE OF
PALESTINE TO EXIST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise,
Mr. Speaker, proud to be an American.
Why shouldn’t I? My foreparents suf-
fered 240-plus years of slavery to make
it great. I am proud to stand in the
House of Representatives today as a
liberated Democrat, unbought,
unbossed, and unafraid.

Today, as a liberated Democrat, I
will address two issues. Both relate to
votes that I have taken. The first issue
that I will address deals with affirming
the state of Palestine’s right to exist.
The second issue that I will address
will deal with my having voted
“present’” in the case of the expulsion
of Mr. SANTOS.

With reference to the state of Pal-
estine’s right to exist, I am proud to
tell you that on Tuesday of this week,
we took a vote. Mr. Speaker, that vote
on Tuesday of this week related to the
State of Israel’s right to exist. I believe
that Israel has a right to exist. I be-
lieve in and support Israel’s right to
exist. I support Israel. I have done so
since I have been in this Congress.
Since I have been here, we have voted
on more than $50 billion in support to
Israel. You will find that I have voted
for all the help to Israel.

I have spoken on the floor in support
of Israel, and I think that my record is
very clear on where I stand when it
comes to the State of Israel and its
right to exist. I voted for the resolu-
tion. It was reaffirming Israel’s right
to exist. I voted for it. I, in voting for
it, realized that it did not have some-
thing that I thought we ought to have,
and that is a statement indicating that
Palestine has a right to exist.

Palestine has been there, the inhab-
itants. In 1948, when the U.N. decided
that it would, by way of resolution,
recognize two states in the area, the
area referred to was Palestine. I be-
lieve that Palestine, with Palestinians,
has a right to exist, as well.

Today, I will file the resolution that
I shall read. This resolution is one that
affirms the state of Palestine’s right to
exist.

Now, I understand that Palestine is
not a state currently, and I address
that in the resolution. This is not call-
ing for an immediate styling or having
Palestine become a state. That is not
what the resolution is about. It is rec-
ognizing the right to become a state.

In this Congress, we have said that
there should be a solution to the con-
cerns related to Israel and Palestine,
and it is a two-state solution that we
have talked about.

The President of the United States
has said that there should be a two-
state solution. I believe that there
should be a two-state solution. If there
is going to be a two-state solution, and
if we are going to fund Palestine and
Israel as we have—we have sent many
dollars in humanitarian aid to Pal-
estine—and if we are going to continue
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