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He was also educated here in the north 
Texas area. 

He was the first Hispanic member of 
the board of trustees at one of our local 
colleges. He was also appointed as a re-
gional director of the U.S. Department 
of Education under President Clinton. 

The life and legacy of Trini Garza 
just goes on and on and on. He is going 
to be deeply missed by so many be-
cause of everything he has done and ac-
complished. Everything that is going 
to be said about him and how it will be 
commemorated will be well deserved. 

Great job, Trini. Please rest in peace. 
My condolences to his entire family. 

f 

THE AMERICAN DREAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ROY) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, we are sitting 

here on the precipice of entering De-
cember, a month in which those of us 
who profess the Christian faith and be-
lief in Jesus Christ as our Lord and 
Savior, celebrate his birth into this 
world to give the world, and each and 
every one of us in it, hope for eternal 
life and eternal salvation. 

We are immeasurably blessed to live 
in a country where we can carry out 
our faith and exercise our beliefs. 

It is critically important that we just 
came out of the weekend of Thanks-
giving. At Thanksgiving, of course, we 
are thankful to live in a country in 
which we have In God We Trust embla-
zoned over the dais on which the 
Speaker sits in front of the American 
flag. 

The Wall Street Journal eloquently 
prints every Wednesday before Thanks-
giving ‘‘The Desolate Wilderness’’ edi-
torial that has run in that paper for— 
I don’t know—probably some 60 years. 

It eloquently lays out all of the hard-
ships that faced those Europeans who 
came to the North American Con-
tinent, and what it was like, and what 
they experienced going out into the 
desolate wilderness, and what that 
meant for mankind throughout the 
world. 

I am always struck at how often we, 
as Americans in this generation and in 
this day and age, are too often either 
actually apologetic or forced to be 
apologetic or taught to be apologetic 
for being American, for our existence 
as Americans because of both actual 
and, frankly, perceived or taught past 
wrongs. 

I started this talking about my 
Christian faith. My colleagues and con-

stituents and people across this coun-
try who share that faith know that we 
are taught in Romans that we all fall 
short of the glory of God for we are all 
sinners. 

That is inherently true. It is true in 
the United States. It is true in Great 
Britain. It is true in Russia and China 
and throughout the world. We are all 
sinners and fall short of the glory of 
God. 

The thing that is unique about this 
country is that we have set up a sys-
tem that is designed to protect us 
against the worst impulses of man in 
terms of the centralization of power in 
the hands of a few to be used tyranni-
cally against the many. 

That is the great gift that we have 
inherited from our forefathers who 
bled, died, and fought so that we could 
live here and live free, so that we could 
exercise our conscience, so that we 
could live according to the dictates of 
our conscience. 

That is why I am thankful. That is 
what I was thankful for over Thanks-
giving because that is what it is sup-
posed to be about. 

It is not just about the football 
game. It is not just about the turkey. 
It is not just about Friendsgiving or 
whatever people talk about these days. 

It is a specific holiday about our 
thankfulness as Americans and why 
that is so critically important to the 
ethos of being an American because 
you aren’t an American simply because 
of DNA or blood. 

You are an American because of the 
idea that is embodied in this Chamber, 
in the people’s House. It is for that rea-
son that I came to the House floor on 
the Thursday before we adjourned for 
Thanksgiving week, after this body had 
passed by a suspension of the rules— 
that is, without the normal debate 
process, without the regular order that 
was such a central part of the debates 
last year in this body—we passed 
through suspension of the rules some 
$400 billion to $500 billion of additional 
spending up and through late January 
and early February of 2024. 

I found that then, and I continue to 
find it to be repulsive, that that is how 
we would conduct business, that that is 
how we would carry out the business of 
the people’s House. 

I made clear then that I thought that 
it was destructive and that it was car-
rying on the continued policies of the 
previous regime passed last December 
over the loud objections of my col-
leagues on this side of the aisle to pass 
a $1.7 trillion omnibus spending bill 
chock full of leftist priorities that are 
destroying the American Dream—noth-
ing short of that. 

A Wall Street Journal poll from this 
month found that only 36 percent of 
voters said the American Dream still 
holds true. 

The American Dream is dying be-
cause Americans’ government is failing 
them. It is actively working against 
them, and our people feel it. 

Our country, our society, our culture, 
our people, the people we represent, are 

in deep despair. $11,400. According to 
‘‘CBS News,’’ the typical American 
household must spend an additional 
$11,434 annually just to maintain the 
same standard of living they enjoyed in 
January of 2021. 

That is a problem. The average 
American family in this country is 
hurting. I watched the Democrat White 
House press secretary walk up to the 
microphone and just dismiss it and just 
pretend that the average American 
family is totally fine and can walk 
right out and go buy their Thanks-
giving dinner, and there is no harm, no 
foul. They are all good. The Biden ad-
ministration policies and the Democrat 
policies, they are having no negative 
effect. Ignore these numbers. Ignore 
the cost of goods and buying food. Ig-
nore the cost of housing. Ignore the 
cost of car ownership. That is what this 
administration wants the American 
people to do. 

Our constituents are literally being 
priced out of the American Dream of 
owning a home. My staff, making de-
cent money relative to some people in 
the world, come to me and say, I don’t 
know how to buy a house. I don’t know 
how I can possibly ever buy a house, 
certainly not in the Nation’s Capitol. 

Housing prices have nearly doubled 
since 2010. In the second quarter of 2023, 
the median home price was $416,100. In 
2010, it was $219,500. 

In May of 2023, median mortgage pay-
ments hit an all-time high of $2,165 a 
month. According to The Wall Street 
Journal, the buyer of a typical home 
faces a monthly principal and interest 
payment of nearly $2,200, more than 
double the level of early 2021. Goldman 
Sachs’ Housing Affordability Index hit 
a new record low in August. 

That is just homes. What about cars, 
kind of the second biggest expense? 
Americans can’t even afford to pur-
chase a car because of the efforts of my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
and this administration to ban the in-
ternal combustion engine in pursuit of 
unicorn energy policies that are going 
to do nothing to actually reduce CO2, 
and they are driving the American peo-
ple into bankruptcy with an inability 
to afford an automobile to go about 
their lives and their jobs. 

A new car costs $50,000, nearly double 
the cost just 10 years ago. Electric ve-
hicles are piling up on the lots of deal-
ers across this country because the 
American people know they can’t work 
for them. They can’t afford them. They 
can’t stop to charge like the Secretary 
of Energy did when she showed up and 
made a pregnant woman and her family 
get out of the way for a photo op while 
she charged her EV driving across the 
country. 

That is the truth. The truth of this 
administration and my Democratic 
colleagues is they are perfectly con-
tent, as they have admitted to me in 
the Rules Committee and on this floor, 
to drive the American family into 
bankruptcy so they can pursue climate 
change reform. 
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That is absolutely a dereliction of 

duty on the part of the leadership of 
this country. When we have 250 coal- 
fired plants in this country and China 
has 1,100, and they are building two a 
week and we are building none, and we 
think we are going to dent CO2 by forc-
ing American families into expensive 
electric vehicles, the batteries for 
which are produced by our enemies in 
China with elements that are mined by 
child labor across the world, that is 
what this Democratic Party stands for. 

They are bankrupting American fam-
ilies, empowering our enemies, under-
mining our national security, and ex-
ploiting child labor, all in pursuit of 
things cooked up by radical leftists and 
universities, all enriching, by the way, 
through the so-called Inflation Reduc-
tion Act massive billion-dollar cor-
porations with subsidies from tax-
payers. That is the truth. 

We are destroying the American 
Dream through the policies specifically 
chosen by my Democratic colleagues in 
the White House, in this body, and in 
the Senate. 

This administration’s EPA has issued 
a rule to make two-thirds of new vehi-
cles electric by 2032. That is in a mere 
8 years. 

This body didn’t vote on that. The 
administration could do it by fiat. 
That is not how this is supposed to 
work. 

That was my point in the opening of 
this speech. This country is designed to 
protect against power resting in the 
hands of a few being exploited against 
the many. 

There are 330 million people in this 
country whose lives are getting deci-
mated and destroyed while this admin-
istration tyrannically uses its power in 
the bureaucratic and executive branch 
to level the American Dream. 

b 1745 
The average EV costs $16,000 more 

than an internal combustion engine 
equivalent. 

When I asked my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle in the Rules 
Committee: Well, do you think that is 
worth it? They say yes. They say yes. 

They want every American family to 
have to cough up another $16,000 for an 
imperceptible, ineffective, alleged re-
duction in CO2 production. Meanwhile, 
we haven’t done anything to produce 
nuclear power, which is actually reli-
able. 

The American people fully recognize 
that their lives have been upended. 
They are not 100 percent sure why, al-
though I think they are starting to fig-
ure it out as they watch the President 
of the United States dawdling along, 
completely unaware of what is going 
on, while the bureaucrats in the admin-
istration are cooking up all these 
schemes to use their bureaucratic pow-
ers to undermine the American Dream 
and drive up the price of cars; drive up 
the price of oil; vehicles; drive up the 
goods and services; drive up the price 
of houses; spend money we don’t have; 
rising interest rates. 

The Federal Government spent $2 
trillion more than it took in in fiscal 
year 2023. We spent a total of $4.4 tril-
lion in 2019. In 2023, we spent over $6 
trillion. Our national debt is some-
where around $33.865 trillion, and we 
are doing nothing about it. 

Earlier this week, my friend JODEY 
ARRINGTON, the chairman of the Budget 
Committee had a hearing on debt com-
missions. It is important and it is good 
that we have those hearings and figure 
out what we are going to do on a bipar-
tisan basis. However, I have to be very 
honest, if we cannot in this body figure 
out how to limit even just the discre-
tionary spending being used to fund bu-
reaucrats and laws and regulations 
that are undermining our freedom— 
driving up the price of cars; driving up 
the price of houses; funding a Depart-
ment of Justice to go target a guy like 
Scott Smith, a dad in Loudon County; 
funding an EPA to go shut down peo-
ple’s livelihoods; arrest a guy on his 
ranch for building a pond; funding a 
DOJ to go after some of my col-
leagues—if we can’t reduce that spend-
ing as Republicans, then how in God’s 
green earth are we going to sit down 
and stare an elderly American in the 
face and tell them that we are going to 
do something with their Social Secu-
rity benefits or Medicare benefits. 

We are not. I have to be honest, we 
have been profoundly unserious in this 
body, on both sides of the aisle, about 
spending and about the abuse of power 
that we fund with taxpayer dollars and 
borrowed dollars to fund a bureaucracy 
that is at war with the American peo-
ple and at war with the American 
Dream. That is the truth. 

In my Thursday speech just prior to 
adjourning for the Thanksgiving re-
cess, I noted fairly explicitly and 
pointedly that we had not produced a 
significant win for the American peo-
ple in this Chamber this Congress. 

I asked the question: What have we 
done? And all of my colleagues that are 
sitting around the complex, I asked 
then and I ask now: Come to the floor 
and come tell me what we have been 
able to do through this body, the Sen-
ate, and the White House. What have 
we been able to do in the last year to 
make the lives of the American people 
better, to make them more free, to se-
cure their border, to make their coun-
try more secure, or to make their mili-
tary more focused on its mission rather 
than social engineering? 

I know what we have done here on 
the Republican side. We have passed a 
lot of good stuff through the hard work 
of my colleagues unifying around pass-
ing a strong National Defense Author-
ization bill that undoes the abortion 
tourism, the transgender surgery, the 
DEI, the critical race theory that is de-
stroying the mission and the soul and 
the culture of the United States mili-
tary, driving down recruiting and mak-
ing us less safe and secure. 

We passed the strongest border secu-
rity bill we have ever passed. We did 
that here united as Republicans. We 

passed seven appropriations bills. We 
are on the precipice of passing more ap-
propriations bills to take the power out 
of the hands of a few and return it to 
the body. 

We have done a number of great 
things fighting here as Republicans, 
but they don’t mean a thing if we are 
not willing to sit down at the negotia-
tion table and look at our Democratic 
colleagues in the Senate and look at 
the President of the United States and 
tell him: This is how it is going to be 
done or you are not going to get your 
funding. This is how it is going to be 
done or don’t even think about another 
dollar for Ukraine. 

That is my message to my Repub-
lican colleagues who, frankly, are get-
ting a little too wound up at that ques-
tion I asked: What have we done? 

The simplest solution to your frus-
tration about that question being 
asked is to have an answer. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY), my 
friend, and wonder if he might agree. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I do agree. 
Whether it is in your personal life, 
your business life, your family life— 
anything at all—your family, the peo-
ple, your colleagues around you, the 
people that you work around demand 
some deliverable. Deliverable might be 
showing up on time with a good atti-
tude, but at least you delivered some-
thing. 

I remember that speech from my 
good friend, the gentleman from Texas, 
because I watched it. He started out 
and he said: What the hell is wrong 
with this country? 

Well, nothing is wrong with this 
country. The problem is with this 
place. 

There are a lot of good people on this 
side of the aisle, and maybe we haven’t 
produced a deliverable, but I would also 
say this: There has been no help, no 
help at all from the other side of the 
building, the other side of the aisle or 
down the street at the White House; no 
help at all. 

I have car manufacturers now coming 
to see me and they are saying: Well, we 
are forced to build these electric cars; 
nobody wants them. Then when they 
don’t have anything else to buy, they 
buy them. And then they don’t work, 
so they bring them back in and they 
trade them in for something else, and 
then they sit there and we can’t sell 
them. Congressman, what are you 
going to do for me? 

My goodness, Joe Biden is the Presi-
dent. 

The regulators, every single day an-
other rule, another regulation, they 
just keep coming and coming. 

Members of Congress, I don’t know 
that we are irrelevant, but if we are 
not willing to stop funding these agen-
cies that keep on prevailing against 
the American people, well that is what 
we are going to be. 

The Founders made each body to 
jealously guard its own power. Instead 
of jealously guarding our power, we 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:23 Dec 01, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00047 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K30NO7.105 H30NOPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6034 November 30, 2023 
have given it to bureaucrats; nameless, 
faceless people that have an agenda 
that pass rules with the force of law. 
These rules that spend all this money 
make your Thanksgiving dinner more 
expensive. 

My mom went out to get a turkey for 
our family. My mom makes a turkey 
for our family and we all get together. 
She called her son up to say that the 
turkey costs $70. 

Mr. Speaker, from lettuce to lumber, 
people can’t afford in America just to 
live their lives. They can’t afford their 
bills; they can’t afford groceries; they 
can’t afford gas in their car; they can’t 
afford their credit card payments while 
they try and just live the life that they 
have lived. 

As the slide or the poster over there 
shows, their bills have gone up that 
much. They are paying, between the 
government and the increased cost, an 
extra month of their pay; every year an 
extra month for things that they didn’t 
have to just 3 years ago. 

This body is the only one that has 
the power of the purse. This is the only 
body that can control the spending 
that is driving up every single cost, 
every single cost. It starts here. 

If we don’t have the courage—we can 
have the conviction—people vote for 
their Member saying: Well, this guy 
said when he goes to Washington, he is 
going to fight the swamp. He is going 
to fight the bureaucracy. He is going to 
fight the spending. However, when the 
bill shows up on the floor and we see 
the amendment up there, oh, my good-
ness, every single time you get 100 
votes, 150 votes. 

Mr. Speaker, it takes 217 to pass 
these amendments to cut spending. If 
you said you are going to cut spending 
at home, then your opportunity hap-
pens right here on the floor. If you are 
not going to do it here, if you are not 
going to vote that way, don’t go home 
to your constituents and say, I am 
sorry you can’t afford lettuce and a 
holiday turkey. I am sorry you can’t 
afford your bills: your car payment, 
your home payment, your insurance 
payment, your heating bill. I am sorry 
you can’t afford it—because I didn’t do 
anything to help you. Your oppor-
tunity, the leverage, the moment is 
here. It is now. 

We have been working on spending 
bills for months, and the reason that 
we can’t pass them here is because we 
are spending too much. 

Oh, by the way, that is a fight among 
this side of the aisle that actually 
some of us want to do something to 
save our constituents from this over-
bearing weight of the Federal Govern-
ment and the regulatory agencies—and 
I have to say this to my good friend 
from Texas—with no help whatsoever 
from the other side of the aisle. No 
help. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, my friend 
from Pennsylvania is 100 percent cor-
rect. This was a point that I made in 
the remarks I made right before 
Thanksgiving, which is what are we 

going to say that we have accom-
plished, other than to say that we are 
less bad than Democrats. 

That is my question here for my Re-
publican colleagues. When we are get-
ting zero help from our Democrat col-
leagues, who are intent on spending 
money we don’t have to fund bureau-
crats; to undermine our freedom; our 
way of life; our ability to afford our 
lives; our ability to have jobs; our abil-
ity to have a secure border; our ability 
to have secure streets; our ability to 
have education that is controlled by 
parents and not by leftist bureaucrats; 
our ability to have a military that can 
defend our country rather than being 
woke and socially engineered, we get 
zero help from our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. 

Which means what? It means that 
this Republican majority has to unite 
and ensure that we are going to force 
Senate Democrats and the President to 
come to the table using the leverage 
that we have for the things that they 
want. 

The Senate majority leader has pro-
fessed a desire that we continue to fund 
a proxy war in Ukraine. It is very well 
documented. The President of the 
United States, the Senate majority 
leader, CHUCK SCHUMER, our colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle in this 
Chamber, want us to continue to fund a 
proxy war in Ukraine. 

Now, we can have that debate on the 
floor of the House. We can debate the 
merits of it. We can debate how much 
it should be lethal aid versus not. We 
can debate how to make it more trans-
parent; debate how to make it more fo-
cused, or whether to do it at all, but a 
fundamental and core question that 
ought to be asked: Why would we ever 
debate giving another dollar to 
Ukraine when our borders are wide 
open, Americans are being killed and 
endangered by cartels and fentanyl and 
violence and terrorists and gang mem-
bers that come across our border, and 
this administration refuses to do a 
thing about it? 

Why, to my friend from Pennsyl-
vania, would we even utter the word 
Ukraine on the floor of the House ever 
again until we have H.R. 2, the strong 
border security bill that we passed, 
signed into law by the President of the 
United States, metrics guaranteeing 
and demonstrating that we do not have 
continued flow and automatic entry 
and releases into the United States? 

Why would we do that? 
Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, there is no 

reason that we should do it. There is 
not a person in this Chamber on that 
side of the aisle or this side of the aisle 
that agrees with Vladimir Putin, the 
Russian Federation, the invasion of 
Ukraine, the atrocities that have been 
committed there. There is not one per-
son that agrees with it. 

At the same time, our country is 
under assault, our country is being in-
vaded, and our country can’t afford its 
bills. 

Before we have the audacity, the te-
merity to demand, under force of law, 

that our citizens get up in the morn-
ing, go to work, and pay their taxes to 
pay for the pensions and the salaries of 
government workers in Ukraine—my 
goodness, are we tone deaf to the fact 
that the people in this country, the 
people in the gentleman from Texas’ 
communities, and the people that I rep-
resent, can’t afford to pay their bills? 
They can’t afford to pay their bills. 

None of us agree with what is hap-
pening overseas in regard to Ukraine, 
but we have a duty. We were not elect-
ed by Ukrainian citizens. We were 
elected by United States citizens, 
American citizens that are paying 
their taxes under penalty of law. 

They will be thrown in jail if they 
don’t pay their taxes. It is the height 
of insult and injury to tell them you 
have to pay your taxes and you can’t 
afford a holiday meal, but you can rest 
assured that that money is going to go 
over to Ukraine to pay for their sala-
ries and their pensions. 

The American people are sick of it. 
They sent us here to do something 
about it, and every time we have an op-
portunity, every single time we have 
an opportunity, we need to seize that 
opportunity. 

Quite honestly, it just comes down to 
this, Mr. ROY, when the Senate de-
mands this, when the President de-
mands it, the Speaker of House, this 
Republican majority, respectfully, just 
says no. 

b 1800 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I agree with 
my friend from Pennsylvania. 

While he is still on the floor, I will 
close with a couple of questions. 

I assume that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, my friend, when he ran 
for Congress, and when he has run 
every term since, he ran under a prom-
ise to fight to reduce and cut Federal 
spending. I assume that is correct. 

Mr. PERRY. That is correct. 
Mr. ROY. To my friend from Pennsyl-

vania, do you think that it is a fulfill-
ment of your promise and pledge to 
work here to try to cut spending to 
pass continuing resolutions that fund 
government at the preceding year’s as-
tronomically high spending levels, par-
ticularly that of NANCY PELOSI’s $1.7 
trillion omnibus spending bill? Does 
my friend think that gets it done? 

Mr. PERRY. Of course not. My con-
stituents, my bosses, just like your 
bosses, were vehemently opposed to 
that last December’s cram-down of all 
this money to all kinds of things, om-
nibus spending, everything in there. 
They didn’t want it, and as a signal to 
what we would do if we governed, Re-
publicans, every single one, voted 
against it. 

Now, 9 or 10 months later, we are sup-
posed to act like, well, we didn’t get 
our work done so we are just going to 
continue that, but don’t worry about 
it. Forget about what happened 9 or 10 
months ago. 

The American people have not for-
gotten. Do you know how I know they 
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have not forgotten? Because I was at 
the grocery store on Monday before I 
came here, and a woman came up to me 
with her grocery cart. She recognized 
me and said: Don’t the people that you 
work with grocery shop? Don’t they 
know how much this costs? 

She knows, and she demands that we 
do better and that I be accountable and 
not vote for things I voted against 9 
months ago and just act like they are 
okay. They are not okay 9 months 
later. 

Mr. ROY. That woman, your con-
stituent, recognizes the impact from 
the policies of this current administra-
tion and, frankly, I must say, the poli-
cies that are perpetuated by this body, 
including some on both sides of the 
aisle that have resulted in families 
having to spend $11,400 more just to 
break even to where they were at the 
beginning of this administration. 

The question is, what are we going to 
do about it? I mean, I think that is the 
fundamental question. Did your con-
stituents send you here to file bills, to 
file amendments, to simply vote, and 
then say: Oh, isn’t it so great that we 
voted and passed something out of 
committee? Do your constituents know 
when we pass something out of com-
mittee, as a general matter? Do they 
know how many bills you have filed? 
Do they know whether or not you got 
some amendment inserted in whatever 
unless you tell them? Or are they look-
ing for results? Do they want the bor-
der to actually be secure? Do they 
want spending to actually go down so 
there is less inflation and they can af-
ford to live? 

Do they want us to have a military 
that is focused rather than woke? Do 
they want us to deliver results, or do 
they just want us to sit up here and 
pound our chest about how we got cer-
tain bills introduced and I got some 
vote on some measure on the floor of 
the House? 

Mr. PERRY. I imagine my district is 
just like yours. 

I visited a local construction com-
pany with 400 hardworking Americans. 
Men and women come in. They have 
steel-toed boots on, jeans, jackets with 
stains on them. They come in out of 
the cold. They don’t have time to 
worry about what amendment or bill 
you got passed through the House but 
there was no signature. 

Here is what they worry about, to my 
friend from Texas, and I think your 
bosses feel the same way: We sent you 
to Washington to make our lives bet-
ter. My prices are going up. My selec-
tions are going down, and my choices 
are going down. The government is im-
posing itself on me about whether I 
want to install a gas stove in my home 
or whether I want to speak out about 
my political views and not end up on 
some list, or if I want to go deer hunt-
ing today and worry that I got the 
wrong ammunition or that my gun 
isn’t configured so that the Federal 
Government doesn’t come arrest me. 

They say: We are counting on you to 
do this, so don’t come home and talk to 

us about amendments and bills and ‘‘I 
had a meeting with,’’ because it doesn’t 
affect my life. All the things that are 
happening to me every day from this 
administration are affecting my life. I 
am sick of it, and I am sending you 
down there to stop it. 

Mr. ROY. I assume your constituents, 
like mine, totally understand that we 
don’t have both Chambers and the 
White House. They know that we can’t 
move all the mountains. Nevertheless, 
they want us not to just shrug and give 
up and send a bill over to the Senate 
and say, ‘‘Sorry, we don’t have the Sen-
ate. Blame CHUCK SCHUMER,’’ and then 
go campaign. 

Even when we had the majority in 
the House, had a majority in the Sen-
ate, and had the White House, how 
many times did you hear the excuse: 
‘‘Oh, I am sorry, Congressman PERRY. 
We don’t have 60 votes in the Senate.’’ 
Did you ever hear that one? 

Mr. PERRY. There is always some 
excuse. When we have the House or the 
Senate, or we have both and the Presi-
dency, there is always some excuse for 
why it can’t be done. 

I will tell you this. There is no ex-
cuse for the radical march of the left 
creeping into everybody’s life, into 
every decision that you make, into ev-
erything you do. It just keeps hap-
pening. 

Our bosses are not down here in 
Washington, D.C. They don’t under-
stand committee rules and the process 
here on the floor. What they under-
stand is that they are getting up in the 
morning when it is dark outside, pack-
ing their lunch, and kissing their kids 
good-bye before they get on the school-
bus, and they don’t know why this is 
happening to them, but they sure know 
it is happening. 

They think about the extra costs 
every single week when they are trying 
to manage their budget. They are like: 
‘‘We are making more money, but we 
still can’t afford to live the way we did. 
We can’t afford our food. We can’t af-
ford, heaven forbid, if the car breaks 
down.’’ No, they don’t understand why. 

What they demand, to the good gen-
tleman from Texas, is results, is some 
product. They don’t care about why it 
can’t be done. They are not asking for 
everything to change overnight. They 
know we didn’t get here overnight, but 
they want something, some win, to 
show them some light at the end of 
this tunnel, but there isn’t any. I 
haven’t seen one yet. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
good gentleman from Pennsylvania. He 
is a good friend, and I am honored to 
serve with him. I agree with him. 

I will say that our constituents don’t 
send us to Washington to campaign. 
They don’t send us to Washington to 
run around trying to figure out how we 
are going to score some political vic-
tory and set up votes so we can run 
against our colleagues. 

Our constituents recognize that our 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
are continuing to leave them behind 

and ignore them in pursuit of fantasy 
energy policies, woke ideology, and 
radical leftist views of open borders 
that empower our enemies and endan-
ger Americans. They fully get that. 

They expect us to stand up and fight 
for them. They expect us to do the 
right thing and then let the voters de-
cide. 

I would submit that it is a critical 
juncture in this country, that we are 
facing existential threats, that it is 
critical that the 200 and however many 
Republicans we have right now unite 
together and go over to the Senate to 
tell the Senate that we have to solve 
problems for the American people, se-
cure borders, strengthen our military, 
reduce spending, get inflation down, 
make the American people believe that 
the American Dream exists again. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, before I go, 
I will say that the gentleman from 
Texas is right. We have to unite so that 
we can be effective against these forces 
of evil that are destroying the Amer-
ican Dream. It is not uniting for the 
sake of uniting. It is uniting around a 
purpose. 

Our bosses are very forgiving. They 
are very gracious. They understand if 
you fight the good fight and you lose. 
What they will not accept, what they 
cannot accept, and what they should 
not accept is not fighting at all or sur-
rendering before the fight even begins. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
that. I know my colleague is about to 
leave. I know that he appreciates and 
we share our faith in the good Lord and 
our faith in Jesus Christ. He will appre-
ciate the words of Paul in 2 Timothy: I 
have fought the good fight. I have fin-
ished my course. I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will award 
to me on that day, and not only to me 
but also to all who have loved him ap-
pearing. 

That is obviously a spiritual ref-
erence and speaking in spiritual terms, 
but they are the kind of words that I 
think my friend agrees with me should 
be inspiring us as Members of this 
body, regardless of party, that we ad-
vance, that we move forward, that we 
defend this country. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, that is our 
job. Our job is to defend this Constitu-
tion. My constituents, my bosses, know 
I carry one with me every day. 

It is a piece of paper, Mr. Speaker. It 
cannot defend itself. It relies on the in-
tegrity, fortitude, courage, and convic-
tion of good people willing to come 
here to serve and fight on its behalf, 
like the good gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Pennsylvania. When I 
started this speech, I talked about The 
Wall Street Journal poll from this 
month finding that only 36 percent of 
voters said the American Dream still 
holds true and that our country, our 
society, is in deep despair and needs 
help. I talked about the $11,400, accord-
ing to CBS, that the typical American 
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household must spend additionally 
every year just to maintain the same 
standard of living that they enjoyed in 
January 2021. 

The fact of the matter is, the Amer-
ican people are suffering. We in this 
body know it, yet we are doing nothing 
about it. All we are doing is making it 
worse by spending more money we 
don’t have, indebting our children and 
grandchildren. 

We are now $34 trillion in debt, and 
all I get from my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle is lip service 
about taxes when we have been bring-
ing in revenue to the Treasury at the 
top level we have ever done in the his-
tory of this country, 19.2 percent. We 
have plenty of revenue. What we refuse 
to do is deal with our spending prob-
lem, promises that we have made but 
cannot honestly deliver on without 
printing money. 

I talked about the extent to which 
the average American family can no 
longer afford a car. A new car costs 
$50,000, nearly double what it cost 10 
years ago. Why? Because of absurd reg-
ulations and mandates coming out of 
this administration unilaterally, 
through bureaucrats, backed up by my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
passing legislation to mandate EVs 
that are piling up on the lots of dealer-
ships that people can’t afford and that 
don’t allow them to do their job. Debt 
is piling up. Interest rates are going 
up. Houses are unaffordable. 

With healthcare, Americans are ex-
pected to spend $6,500 for a family pol-
icy and $1,400 for an individual. They 
are expecting 2024 premiums to in-
crease 8 percent for group rates. 
Healthcare is completely unaffordable 
for the average American. 

All this is happening as Big 
Healthcare gets richer, and the Federal 
Government continues to flood more 
money into the market. Big Insurance 
revenue is $1.25 trillion. The CBO esti-
mates Federal subsidies to health in-
surance for Americans under 65 will 
reach $1 trillion. 

Nobody in America knows what these 
numbers mean. What they mean is you 
can’t afford healthcare, can’t go to the 
doctor, and can’t choose the doctor of 
your choice. 

We are enriching bureaucrats and 
healthcare companies. We are enrich-
ing bureaucrats, pharma, hospitals, 
and Big Insurance. We are doing it 
through crony capitalism that was in-
flated under ObamaCare. 

I have a constituent who came up to 
me last week who is on ObamaCare and 
can’t go to MD Anderson for the cancer 
that is killing her, yet my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle pat them-
selves on the back for coverage. 

I would like to know if any of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
want to call up my constituent and 
congratulate her for having coverage 
she can’t use. She can’t use it to go get 
healthcare while we enrich the insur-
ance companies at levels they were 
never enriched before, while we dev-

astate them. She literally can’t go get 
the care she needs under the coverage 
of ObamaCare, while healthcare com-
panies are rolling in money. 

I can’t go back to MD Anderson, if 
my cancer comes back, on the plan 
that I would have under ObamaCare as 
a Member of Congress. That is the 
truth. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle pretend that it is not dev-
astating the American family that we 
are driving up the cost of healthcare, 
making it impossible to get the doctor 
of your choice, making it impossible 
for people to live and enjoy the Amer-
ican Dream. 

On the southern border in Texas, my 
constituents text and call me every 
single day—every day. I have constitu-
ents and friends in south Texas calling 
me about the devastation being 
wrought in south Texas. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle don’t care. They don’t care 
about the little girls getting sold into 
the sex trafficking trade, the almost 
1,000 migrants who died along the Rio 
Grande and southern border last year. 
They don’t care about the fentanyl 
pouring into Texas that is killing my 
constituents. Last year, I had six kids 
die in the school district I live in from 
fentanyl poisoning. It is pouring into 
our communities through wide open 
borders, and everybody knows it. 

Mayorkas goes down to the border 
and won’t even apologize to the Border 
Patrol agents he accused of whipping 
people, which didn’t happen. 

b 1815 

Mr. Speaker, there have been 6.6 mil-
lion illegal aliens since January 21 and 
1.7 million known got-aways. That is 
bigger than the entire population of 
San Antonio, Texas, which I represent 
and is the seventh largest city. We 
don’t know who they are. 

I had members of the Texas legisla-
ture showing me videos of people they 
saw over Thanksgiving weekend in 
south Texas, single adult males run-
ning away from Border Patrol. If you 
are running away from Border Patrol 
in 2023, I assure you it is because you 
are up to no good. 

The entire world knows that if you 
come here and you go up to Border Pa-
trol and you say the word asylum, you 
are going to get released into the 
United States. 

Texas is under siege. We spent $12.5 
billion of our own money to do the job 
the Federal Government refuses to do, 
while my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle, Secretary Mayorkas, 
President Biden, Senate Democrats, 
and CHUCK SCHUMER ignore the crisis 
and pretend that sending more money 
down to process more people will make 
a damn difference. It won’t. 

Texas would be well within its rights 
to tell this Federal Government to go 
straight to hell. Stop sending any tax 
receipts and do what we need to do to 
secure Texas. Frankly, Governor Ab-
bott should do that. Shut off the flow 

across the border because this Federal 
Government refuses to do it. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle don’t care. The fact of the 
matter is, this current Democrat ad-
ministration and my Democratic col-
leagues are all too fine while the Amer-
ican family suffers, losing the Amer-
ican Dream. They have $11,000 of addi-
tional costs every year under this ad-
ministration. Kids die in their schools 
from fentanyl. People pour into com-
munities in Texas and Arizona and 
throughout the country. They are pil-
ing up in New York, so bad that they 
had to cut a deal to move them onto 
military installations and Federal 
properties. 

All of our streets are unsafe because 
DAs refuse to enforce the laws—funded 
by George Soros—DAs in Texas and 
throughout this country. Literally, the 
DA in San Antonio, it was just re-
ported, has dismissed more than 6,000 
criminal cases in the first 3 months of 
2023. That is a 50 percent rise in dis-
missed cases. 

One of these dismissed cases led ca-
reer criminal Michael Kirkland to be 
free to shoot at police officers and mo-
torists in San Antonio while evading 
arrest, leading to an officer being in-
jured this past August. Those are the 
policies of this Democrat regime and of 
Democrats across this country. 

Violent crime is surging, borders are 
open, fentanyl is pouring into our 
schools, inflation is up, interest rates 
are up, and life expectancy is down. 

The fact of the matter is, Repub-
licans have a duty to check this admin-
istration and my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. It is why I de-
mand and implore my Republican col-
leagues that we answer the question: 
What have we done? 

I can assure you my Democratic col-
leagues—the answer to what they have 
done is destroy the Republic by passing 
legislation that bankrupts the Amer-
ican family, pursuing unicorn energy 
policies, forcing EVs to pile up on deal-
ership lots, driving families into bank-
ruptcy, and now they are unable to af-
ford houses. 

Democrats are actively doing that. 
Republicans basically say, well, we got 
elected, we are at least stopping that. 
We are at least stopping the passage of 
really bad bills, like the so-called Infla-
tion Reduction Act or the American 
Rescue Plan. These bills all spend 
money we don’t have. It is driving us 
into debt, funding and enriching White, 
elitist liberals in their big, supposedly, 
green corporations. 

Every time Republicans run for office 
we make a lot of promises about things 
like cutting spending, shrinking bu-
reaucracy, or securing the border. That 
is what you do when you run for office, 
you make a lot of promises. You make 
a lot of pledges. 

We don’t have the luxury of grading 
ourselves on our intentions. The road 
to hell is paved with good intentions. 
The American people, the history 
books, and the good Lord are going to 
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judge based on the actions we take and 
the results we deliver and whether or 
not we deliver for the American people. 

To deliver for the American people, 
Republicans must force the Senate 
Democratic leadership, Majority Lead-
er SCHUMER, and President Biden, to 
understand a handful of very key 
truths. Under no circumstances should 
we give another dollar to Ukraine. No 
bills should come to the House floor 
until H.R. 2 is signed by the President 
and the flow stops across our southern 
border. 

That ought to be the very clear mes-
sage that is sent to the President and 
Majority Leader SCHUMER. If my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
and the Senate want to choose to 
refuse to secure the border, then they 
can call up Mr. Zelenskyy and the peo-
ple of Ukraine and explain why. 

They can explain that it is more im-
portant to keep open borders in Amer-
ica and undermine our sovereignty and 
our security and our well-being. They 
can call up Israel and explain to Israel 
that they refuse to actually fund sup-
port for Israel because they are more 
interested in funding Internal Revenue 
Service bureaucrats to go after the 
American people. 

That is what our Democratic col-
leagues in the Senate have chosen to 
do, and they know it. They know it. We 
pass a bipartisan bill that chooses to 
move dollars that were allocated to ex-
pand the IRS to go after the American 
people, take those dollars and give it to 
our friends from Israel. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues in the Senate, on a 
party-line vote, voted no. 

They refused to fund our friends in 
Israel because they were more com-
mitted to the leftist makeover of this 
country. They are more committed to 
open borders than they are to securing 
the communities of the American peo-
ple and allowing us to have a full and 
open debate about Ukraine and how we 
can proceed to fund our government. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are sick of excuses. They want us to do 
our job. I understand the difficulty of 
dealing with a razor-thin majority with 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
who have no interest in doing the 
things that we want to do to secure the 
United States, secure our border, re-
duce spending, reduce inflation, focus 
the military on what it needs to be fo-
cused on, and to do our job under the 
Constitution in our limited powers. I 
understand the difficulty of that. 

We have done a great job and we have 
been united as a Republican Party to 
send good bills over to the Senate. Now 
we should hold the Senate accountable 
to doing the work of the American peo-
ple to follow up on what we have al-
ready done. To send a border security 
bill, H.R. 2, that would do the job of se-
curing the border. Sending a National 
Defense Authorization bill that would 
restore our military to its mission 
rather than social engineering. 

There are seven appropriations bills, 
and others that are ready to go if our 

Democratic colleagues on the other 
side of the Capitol in the Senate will 
sit down with us to actually reduce 
spending year over year from 2023 to 
2024. We can constrain spending. We 
can constrain inflation. We can con-
strain the bureaucrats that are inter-
fering with the lives of the American 
people and undermining their freedom 
and their ability to produce and pros-
per according to their God-given tal-
ents. 

Voters are watching what we are 
doing. They are watching whether we 
are going to stand up and actually do 
our job, and whether or not we are 
going to deliver for them rather than 
engaging in lip service. I think we need 
to do our job. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ISRAELI HOSTAGE CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to lead my col-
leagues in a Special Order hour. 

On October 7, Hamas launched a hor-
rific attack against Israeli civilians, 
murdering over 1,400 people and taking 
hostage more than 244 women, chil-
dren, families, and the elderly. Hamas 
spared no one. 

The hostage crisis has left hundreds 
of families desperate and searching for 
answers on the health and safety of 
their loved ones. This past month has 
been gut-wrenching. I have never felt 
this magnitude of pain, shock, and 
anger burning in the hearts of the Jew-
ish people. 

The intentional, genocidal violence 
inflicted on Israeli civilians and the 
unconscionable apathy of many na-
tions is a sobering reminder of the fact 
that Israel remains surrounded by hos-
tility and danger. 

For me, and for so many of us, this 
goes beyond our belief in the survival 
of the Jewish State. It rises far above 
politics as usual. It is a moment in his-
tory that begs for humanity, unity, and 
solidarity with Israel. 

I am wrecked by how quickly people 
in this country have forgotten the hos-
tages still being held in Gaza by 
Hamas. I find myself having to reit-
erate over and over again that Israel 
was attacked by a terrorist organiza-
tion whose mission is the eradication 
of Israel and the Jewish people. 

We must all remember not only the 
horrifying statistic of 240 captured, but 
who they are as people. These are real 
human beings. That is why we are here 
tonight. 

We will continue to come to this 
floor to call attention to all of the 
human beings who are brutally being 
held captive by Hamas in Gaza, until 
every last one of them is released. 

Each of my colleagues who are join-
ing me will speak about a hostage or 
family of hostages, show their beau-
tiful faces, and remind all of us not to 
forget these victims who are suffering 
under terrorist brutality. 

Thankfully, Israel has welcomed 
home many children and some women 
this week. I am extremely grateful for 
President Biden’s efforts to help make 
that possible. We cannot and we will 
not stop until all hostages are reunited 
with their families. 

Tonight, I will be sharing the story 
of the Bibas family, parents Shiri and 
Yarden, 4-year-old Ariel, and 10-month- 
old Kfir from Kibbutz Nir Oz. Look at 
this beautiful family. 

Kfir, the youngest hostage, was just 9 
months old on October 7. He had just 
learned to crawl when he was abducted. 
His family is worried Kfir doesn’t have 
access to formula. Look at Kfir’s beau-
tiful face. How could anyone justify 
kidnapping and taking hostage a 9- 
month-old. 

As a Jewish mother, I remember 
when my babies were that age. I re-
member nursing them. I remember 
holding them in my arms and being 
joyful about their first crawling, their 
first steps, and looking forward to the 
beauty of their lives unfolding. 

Looking at Kfir and Ariel’s faces is 
heartbreaking and is deeply personal. 
Many of us have had the opportunity to 
meet with the families of these hos-
tages. Yesterday, Hamas claimed that 
Shiri, Ariel, and Kfir were killed in 
Gaza. I pray with all my heart that 
that is false. The barbarism and cru-
elty of Hamas knows no bounds. 

The Bibas family would never have 
been in harm’s way in Gaza if Hamas 
did not launch its murderous attack on 
Israel and take children as leverage on 
October 7. 

b 1830 

On that fateful day, Shiri, Yarden, 
and their boys were hiding in a safe 
room when militants fired semiauto-
matic weapons outside the family’s 
window as Yarden texted relatives: ‘‘I 
love you all.’’ One-half hour later, he 
texted, ‘‘They are coming in,’’ just be-
fore communication ceased. 

Since then, the world has seen a dis-
tressing video of Shiri holding her two 
young boys wrapped in a blanket close 
to her chest while surrounded by 
Hamas militants. Another video de-
picts Yarden with a head injury forc-
ibly being taken away on a motorcycle. 

On Monday, the IDF announced the 
Bibas family was transferred by Hamas 
to another Palestinian terror group in 
Gaza as if they were a commodity to 
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