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She would go on to become the long-
est serving woman in the history of the
U.S. Senate and was a champion for
LGBTQ rights and our environmental
needs throughout her career.

My thoughts and prayers are with
her dear daughter, Katherine, and all
who knew and loved her, including her
staff in the Senate. Rest in peace, my
dear friend.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an opinion piece celebrating her life,
which was published this past month.

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 2, 2023]

OPINION—OUR NATION IS IN DIRE NEED OF
LEADERS LIKE DIANNE FEINSTEIN

(By Hillary Rodham Clinton)

One day, on the floor of the Senate in 1993,
Idaho Republican Larry Craig condescended
to Dianne Feinstein, the Democratic sponsor
of a proposed ban on assault weapons. ‘“The
gentle lady from California needs to become
a little bit more familiar with firearms and
their deadly characteristics,” he said. Craig,
a board member of the National Rifle Asso-
ciation, had picked the wrong target.

“I am quite familiar with firearms,”
Dianne responded, with fire in her eyes. ‘I
became mayor as a product of assassination.
I found my assassinated colleague and put a
finger through a bullet hole trying to get a
pulse. I was trained in the shooting of a fire-
arm when I had terrorist attacks, with a
bomb in my house, when my husband was
dying, when I had windows shot out. Sen-
ator, I know something about what firearms
can do.”

Craig was left sputtering, and the Senate
passed the assault weapons ban thanks to
Dianne’s tireless advocacy. My husband
proudly signed the ban, and it helped keep
millions of Americans safer for a decade.

Feinstein, who passed away on Thursday
evening, was a giant of the Senate. She was
brave, honorable, honest and unafraid to do
what was right for her constituents and her
country. We both came to Washington in
1993, I as first lady and Dianne as a senator.
When she used her first floor speech to sup-
port the Family and Medical Leave Act, I
knew I had found a kindred spirit.

When I joined Dianne in the small sister-
hood of Senate women eight years later, I
gained an appreciation for her blend of prin-
ciple and pragmatism. In an institution
known for show horses, she was a workhorse.
Perhaps because she had been a mayor, she
believed in delivering results, not rhetoric—
and that’s what she did.

Dianne was tough and sometimes formal,
but she had a big heart and enormous com-
passion. She was an early advocate for
LGBTQ rights and people suffering from HIV
and AIDS. As a trailblazer for women in poli-
tics, she opened space for those of us who fol-
lowed.

I learned a tremendous amount from
Dianne. We strategized, commiserated,
laughed, drank California chardonnay and
one time even planned a covert operation:
Dianne hosted a secret meeting in the living
room of her Northwest D.C. home, where
then-Sen. Barack Obama and I made peace
after the grueling 2008 primary. We chose to
meet there because we both trusted Dianne.
(She let us in, offered a glass of wine and left
us alone.)

For all of us who loved Dianne, her passing
is a deep personal loss. It is also a loss for
our country when we are in desperate need of
leaders willing to show half the backbone she
displayed throughout her storied career.

Her calm determination in the wake of the
1978 assassination of San Francisco Mayor
George Moscone and city Supervisor Harvey
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Milk by a fellow council member reassured a
shaken city. That tragedy didn’t just make
her mayor; it gave her a mission. She took
on the NRA and won. She became a cham-
pion for the rule of law and democratic insti-
tutions and refused to be intimidated by
anyone.

As the chair of the Senate Intelligence
Committee, she exposed torture and other
abuses committed by the CIA after 9/11, de-
spite efforts to keep her silent. She was a
strong supporter of the intelligence commu-
nity, but she believed those abuses could not
be covered up. ‘‘History will judge us by our
commitment to a just society governed by
law and the willingness to face an ugly truth
and say ‘never again,’’’ she said.

Those are words we should remember as we
face the challenges ahead. Dianne has left
the national scene at another moment of po-
litical violence and threats to the rule of
law. So, we must again face ugly truths and
do what is right.

The cries of an insurrectionist mob have
barely faded from the halls of the Capitol.
Former president Donald Trump, whose in-
cendiary rhetoric has repeatedly incited vio-
lence, recently said Army Gen. Mark A.
Milley, the just-retired chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, had committed ‘‘a trea-
sonous act” for which ‘“‘in times gone by, the
punishment would have been DEATH!” As
President Biden noted, while most Repub-
licans may not agree, the silence is deaf-
ening.

Trump and his supporters have also sug-
gested that if he regains the presidency, he
will seek to gut checks on executive power,
weaponize the Justice Department to pursue
political opponents, eviscerate the civil serv-
ice and attempt to put himself above the
law. This is a man who has been indicted on
a charge of a conspiracy to overturn an elec-
tion and called for the ‘‘termination of all
rules, regulations, and articles, even those
found in the Constitution.”

We should believe him when he tells us
what he’ll do next.

We could have used Dianne’s voice in the
fights ahead. Democracy needs champions.
So do our institutions, creaky and frus-
trating as they might be. The United States
needs leaders willing to respond to attacks
on the rule of law with the same fearlessness
that Dianne showed when she exposed unlaw-
ful ‘‘enhanced interrogation techniques.” We
must summon the passion of Dianne’s an-
swer to Sen. Craig back in 1993. We all can
honor her legacy by finding in ourselves the
courage that Dianne showed on that bloody
day in 1978.

Dianne’s journey has ended, but the fights
of her life are far from over.

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 26, 2023, TO MONDAY,
OCTOBER 30, 2023
Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that when the House ad-

journs today, it adjourn to meet at

noon on Monday, October 30, 2023.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CRANE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

REDIRECTION OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ROY) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
doubt the floor staff is overjoyed to be
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returning to the floor and having busi-
ness get back to normal. I will be sure
to try to make sure I use the entirety
of the 60 minutes and regale our fine
staff.

I do want to take a moment to thank
the staff, as the Speaker did when he
was voted into office and sworn in yes-
terday. We have great staff who work
hard here on the floor and keep this in-
stitution functioning even when some-
times we are not functioning much as a
body. I am grateful for the staff. As a
former staffer, I know how hard they
work, and I am deeply appreciative of
it.

We have had an interesting few
weeks, and a lot of people around the
country were asking questions about
what we were doing in having a debate
about the Speaker of the House. My re-
sponse has largely been: We are doing
our job. We are having a debate in this
body about the future of the country,
and that is actually what we are sup-
posed to do.

Choosing a Speaker of the House, fol-
lowing a Speaker of the House, remov-
ing a Speaker of the House, all of those
are things that are part of our job to
figure out what we need to do to make
sure that we are doing the people’s
work in the people’s House.

All of this will be forgotten in a mat-
ter of hours, days, and certainly in his-
tory books. The only thing that is
going to matter is what we do with our
power in this institution, in the House
of Representatives, to represent the
people. That is all that is really going
to matter in the end.
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All of the noise, all of the debate, all
of the reporters scurrying around, all
of the interviews and 24/7 news shows,
none of that will matter.

None of that will be remembered.
None of our kids and none of our
grandkids are going to be wandering
around in 10 years or 40 years or 100
years saying, well, man, what about
that interview on Sean Hannity or on
MSNBC or something.

They are not going to know anything
about that. The only question that will
matter is are they living in a free and
strong country. That is the only thing
that is going to matter.

Are they able to carry out their God-
given rights that are protected under
our Constitution and under the laws of
the United States or are they not?

One of the things that I think is real-
ly important that I have observed
throughout this process, as I sit here in
a largely empty Chamber with two
Members of Congress, a lot of my col-
leagues are catching their flights home
after a few weeks of drama surrounding
the Speaker.

One of the things that I have ob-
served in this debate about who should
be the Speaker and what House Repub-
licans want to do with the majority is
that my Democrat colleagues are no-
where to be found on any of the issues
that matter to the people I represent
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and the vast majority of the American
people. That is the simple truth.

With all due respect to my Democrat
colleagues, some of whom I consider
friends and I have worked to move leg-
islation with, happy to have debates
with, they are utterly missing in ac-
tion when it comes to anything that
matters to the people that I represent:
$33.5 trillion in debt, $2 trillion a year
in deficit spending, and my colleagues’
objective other side of the aisle, and
frankly, a decent number of my own
colleagues on this side of the aisle, are
completely missing in action when it
comes to figuring out how to stop
spending money we don’t have.

When it comes to open borders, my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
not only won’t sit down and figure out
solutions, they are actively working to
thwart any possible path to doing what
we need to do to secure the border of
the United States.

The American people, particularly
the Texans that I represent, are look-
ing with abject horror on the utter and
complete failure that is this body and
the Senate and the White House’s re-
sponse to wide open borders and in
fact, their active engagement in cre-
ating the environment where our bor-
ders can be exploited.

Again, just to be very specific, the
American people that I talk to and my
constituents that I represent, they
want us to stop spending money we
don’t have and to stop racking up debt.
My colleagues on the other side of the
aisle refuse to do anything about it.

The constituents I represent, the
American people I talk to, want us to
secure the border of the United States
and stop the endless streaming of
fentanyl into our communities, the em-
powerment of cartels, the empower-
ment of China, the destruction, the
murder, the mayhem, the deaths of mi-
grants, the deaths of our own citizens
all from wide open borders that are di-
rectly contrary to law. The American
people want us to stop it.

My Democratic colleagues refuse,
and in fact, are all too happy to par-
ticipate in the human smuggling chain
that is decimating Americans and mi-
grants. That is the truth. It is gen-
erally, observably speaking, an undeni-
able truth.

My Democratic colleagues will not
respond to the constituents that I rep-
resent or the American people I talk to
who are asking for our military to
focus on its core mission rather than
be turned into a social engineering ex-
periment in a uniform.

The American people don’t want
that. They don’t want to destroy the
culture of the military. They don’t
want to undermine the ability of the
military to perform. They don’t want
recruiting to be in the basement.

They want their military to be very
good at killing people and destroying
things when called into action to do so.
They want it to be used sparingly.

They don’t want to be involved in
endless wars. They don’t want us to be
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engaged in foreign entanglements, to
use the wording of President Wash-
ington, endlessly. They want us to stop
that.

My Democratic colleagues have no
interest in ensuring that our national
defense, that our military is focused on
its mission rather than on funding
transgender surgeries, funding offices
of so-called diversity, equity, and in-
clusion and chief diversity officers and
all the things that divide us up by race,
that divide us up instead of making us
unified.

All of the things that the people that
I represent, all of those things: the
weaponization of government against
the people, concerns about an FBI tar-
geting parents, concerns about an FBI
that is politicized, an ATF that wants
to undermine your ability to defend
yourself in your communities even
while my Democratic colleagues refuse
to stand by law enforcement and en-
sure that our communities are safe.

Even as I saw San Antonio police of-
ficers again last week shot on our
streets with a Democrat district attor-
ney, a Soros-funded district attorney,
utterly incapable and refusing to do his
job to ensure those criminals are
locked up behind bars. Instead, they
are out on the streets shooting our po-
lice officers.

Everybody in this country knows the
state of affairs. The communities are
not safe because we allow criminals to
roam them.

They know that our border and our
country is not safe because people af-
filiated with terrorist organizations
and gangs and cartels are coming
across our border.

They know that fentanyl is stream-
ing into our communities. They know
that the Chinese are exploiting our
border, working with cartels to do it.

They know that we are catching peo-
ple from Iran, from Lebanon, from In-
donesia, from places all over the world
at our border, people affiliated with
dangerous organizations in Colombia
and South America. They also know
that there are hundreds of thousands,
millions who are got-aways that get
into our country.

Again, I want to say this because it is
really important—that our Democratic
colleagues refuse to work with us on
any of those issues, period. Full stop.

I am happy to engage in any debate
with any of my Democratic colleagues
any time on any of these issues and
have them bring forward any meaning-
ful policies that will make a difference
on any of those things.

Now, why is that important? Why is
it important to make very clear to the
American people that my Democratic
colleagues have no interest in working
with us on any of the issues that deal
with debt, deficit spending, open bor-
ders, a military that is not focused on
its mission, crime on our streets, cut-
ting spending to stop inflation so the
American people are no longer suf-
fering, why is it important to make
that crystal clear?
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The American people are wondering
why Washington is broken, and I will
tell you. It has been decades of rot,
decades of institutional powers that
are making decisions in this town, and
they don’t like it if you change it.
They don’t like it if you are fighting
back.

That matters in the context of the
debate over the Speaker of the House.
The 221 Republicans in the House of
Representatives, a thin majority, are
having a full and open debate in front
of the American people about the fu-
ture of this country.

I have strong disagreements with a
number of my colleagues in the Repub-
lican Party, but the debate that is
going on in the Republican Party is the
debate that is going on across this
country, but it is a debate being fully
ignored by my Democratic colleagues.
They are not a part of it.

I listened to the minority leader
speak from the rostrum before the
newly elected Speaker of the House
spoke yesterday.

I heard Minority Leader JEFFRIES
talking about all of the things the
Democrats have done to save this coun-
try this year: how it was Democrats
who stepped in, in his words, at the
brink of a so-called default in June. It
was Democrats who stepped in at the
brink of a so-called shutdown in No-
vember. It was Democrats who stepped
in in the Speaker’s race, by the way.

Keep in mind that my Democratic
colleagues when they say they are sav-
ing things, they are driving the train
for $4 trillion of increased national
debt in a continuing resolution to keep
this government going at a $2 trillion
deficit.

That is what my Democratic col-
leagues are championing as saving this
country. Somebody explain that to me.
Somebody explain to me how that is
what the American people sent us here
to do.

For my Republican colleagues, what
are we going to do to change it? Eight
of my colleagues vacated the Chair.

What that means is they called the
question on the Speaker of the House.
Lots of my colleagues on this side of
the aisle, and many Republicans across
the country, stood in violent disagree-
ment with those eight.

I didn’t vote alongside those eight at
that moment. I thought we should try
to finish it out for another month or 2
under the structures we had put in
place in January to change this insti-
tution, to put more conservatives on
the Appropriations Committee, to put
more conservatives on the Rules Com-
mittee, to have more engagement, all
of which led to very good legislation.

The strongest border security bill we
have ever passed in H.R. 2, the strong-
est national defense authorization bill
that we have ever passed that would re-
purpose and refocus the military on its
mission rather than being woke and en-
gaged in social engineering, a strong
Limit, Save, Grow bill that would have
modestly increased the debt while
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transforming spending in this town, we
did that.

We passed four appropriations bills.
In a town that never passes appropria-
tions bills any longer, we did that.

Those eight stood up for a reason,
and they should be proud that they
stood up for that reason because those
eight stood up for change.

You see, the status quo in this town
is going to destroy this country. The
status quo continuing to do the same
thing we have done over and over and
over again is going to change this
country and destroy it.

I have a 14-year-old son. I have a 12-
year-old daughter. I know my friend
from Tennessee behind me and my
friend from Arizona in the Chair, proud
fathers, family men, a veteran, we
want to save this country for our kids
and our grandkids.

My question for my colleagues on
this side of the aisle as we elect a new
Speaker—and we have 220 united be-
hind that Speaker—is: Are you going
to unite behind that Speaker to change
this town and change this country; yes
or no?

Now is the time. I am tired of all the
empty rhetoric about unity. I am tired
of all the empty rhetoric about what
we need to do and that whatever the
majority of this conference says, goes.

No. I didn’t swear an allegiance to
the Republican Party. I didn’t swear an
allegiance to a majority of my Repub-
lican colleagues.

I took an oath to the Constitution of
the United States under God in rep-
resenting the people who sent me here
to represent them. Nothing more.

I have for my entire life—I am 51
years old—been watching a majority of
this body and often a majority of this
Republican Conference destroy this
country day in, day out.

A genuine question I ask of my col-
leagues to which I don’t get much of a
response, do you believe that the ma-
jority of the Republican House of Rep-
resentatives, the Republican Con-
ference, has done a good job over the
last half century, in my 51 years?

The majority of Republicans, have we
stood up to cut spending, or have we
instead increased spending and in-
creased debt?

Everyone knows the answer to that
question. Have we increased the size
and scope of the Federal Government,
or have we decreased it? Everybody
knows the answer to that question.

Have we as Republicans, the major-
ity, making decisions and selecting the
Speaker and doing the same thing over
and over and over again, have we led to
open borders and an unsecure border,
or have we created a secure and sov-
ereign border?
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Have we sided with the Chamber of
Commerce and cheap labor and all the
lobbyists in town, or have we stood
with the people to say that the border
should be secure so that we are safe
and, importantly, that the rule of law
is being enforced?
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Everybody knows the answer to that
question.

Have we engaged constantly in put-
ting ourselves in foreign entangle-
ments endlessly without clear mission
and without clear ends, or have we had
a very specific and concrete mission
that we use our military discretely,
powerfully, limitedly, and come home?

I think everybody who has eyes can
see the answer to that question. The
number of our own Members who are
missing an eye, wearing a patch, a man
without legs, a man without an arm—
battle scars from generations of end-
less conflict as long as I have been
alive.

Are we a country that believes that
we are supposed to declare war and
have a Congress that stands behind
that and gets in and out, or do we be-
lieve we should have endless conflict?

Again I ask—a majority of Repub-
licans have put those policies forward:
more debt, open borders, a military
that has lost its way, its focus, and en-
gaged in endless conflict, expanded the
Federal Government at exponential
levels. Just today, trying to be a team
player—many of us who strongly op-
pose continued funding of programs
and agencies that we don’t support be-
cause they are vastly out of their con-
stitutional role, the Department of En-
ergy and all sorts of programs—we
voted for a bill to try to move the ball
forward as a team, trying to cut spend-
ing and get appropriations bills so we
can change this town. We were met
with abject resistance from this side of
the Conference saying, no, we are not
going to keep cutting spending. We are
going to oppose your amendments cut-
ting programs and spending. We are
not going to do the work that we said
we would do to balance the budget,
limit the size and scope of government.
We meet resistance every day within
our own party.

So how, pray tell, can we save this
country if half of the body has no in-
terest in being sovereign, no interest in
having a secure border, no interest in
cutting spending, no interest in having
a defense that is mission-focused in-
stead of being woke and socially engi-
neered?

Half of the body is only slightly less.
How can we do that?

I will tell you the answer. The an-
swer is that some of us are going to
continue to force change in this town.
When this Congress began there was a
debate about the Speaker. We forced
change through rules. We demanded
that we get to read the bills. We de-
manded that we would have more rep-
resentation on the committees. We de-
manded that there would be single-sub-
ject legislation. We demanded that we
would get appropriations bills done.

Only four times in my lifetime, in 50
years, have we passed all 12 appropria-
tions bills, rather than letting deals
get cut in smoke-filled rooms. It
worked for a while and we made this
place better. But, as usual, the powers
that be circled, and so more change is
needed.
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Now we have a new Speaker, and the
question before us is what we will do
with that. I believe we have to be very
clear. I believe we need to tell the ad-
ministration, Senate Democrats, House
Democrats, Senate Republicans, and
indeed some in our own Conference, we
need to tell them very clearly that it is
a new day and that it is time for the
American people to be represented. It
is time for this town to no longer roll
over the American people for their own
special interests or just sheer laziness.

Specifically, House Republicans must
stand to thwart the Biden administra-
tion and Senate Democrats with the
help of Senate Republicans’ objective
to force through a massive supple-
mental bill for funding for Israel,
Ukraine, Taiwan, and allegedly the
border, of some hundred billion dollars
or any other number.

Instead, House Republicans should
send over a standalone Israel bill fully
paid for. There is a novel concept—
fully paying for something. Under no
circumstances should the House Repub-
lican Conference allow legislation to
get to the floor of this House that is
not paid for and that is not focused en-
tirely on Israel with respect to this
package.

We should stand by Israel; it is in our
interest. But it is not in our interest
or, frankly, Israel’s, for us to continue
to borrow money we don’t have to fund
it. We should pay for it.

The second thing we should do is con-
tinue to move appropriations bills, but
not for the sake of it. With all due re-
spect to some of my colleagues who
think it is an end unto itself to move
appropriations bills, it is not. We must
move appropriations bills that are re-
sponsible, that pull back on the abuses
of this administration and, impor-
tantly, reduce spending. We are not
there yet. We have more to do.

Thirdly, when it comes to November
17, this House Republican Conference
must not blink. The fact that funding
expires in 3 weeks means we should get
our job done to get appropriations bills
passed and any stopgap spending meas-
ure should be short and focused on
forcing the Senate and the White
House to come to the table and cut
spending.

It cannot be that we are going to
continue to do what we have always
done, which is to kick the can down
the road, spend money we don’t have,
rack up debt, and do the same old thing
we have always done.

Fourth, this is probably the most im-
portant thing that needs to be said. I
don’t care who is in charge. I don’t care
who the Speaker is. I don’t care what
this Republican Conference puts out or
doesn’t put out. We have an obligation
as Republicans, who campaign on se-
curing the border, who go on TV and do
interviews, and go to our constituents
and do mailers and do fundraisers talk-
ing about securing the border, to fully
and completely secure the border.
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Under no circumstances should we
allow a single dollar to even be consid-
ered for Ukraine, if at all, and cer-
tainly not without having done our job
to secure the border, which means—Ilet
me be very clear for everyone in the
Senate and all of my House colleagues,
Democrat or Republican—a secure bor-
der starts with H.R. 2 and every compo-
nent in it. I don’t want to hear all of
your excuses about what the Senate
will take or not take. Otherwise, take
your Ukraine funding and shove it.

I am sick and tired of this place
doing the same old thing. Again, it
does not matter who is in the chair. It
does not matter who is in the Senate.
It does not matter who is in the White
House. We have an obligation as Mem-
bers of this body to do our job.

As I said before, we are a massively
divided country and a massively di-
vided House of Representatives rep-
resenting that divided country. There
are people in this country who are suf-
fering as a result. There are people in
Texas who are taking it on the chin
with tens of thousands of people pour-
ing into our communities, hospital get-
ting overrun, schools getting overrun,
police losing their lives and getting
overrun, cartels empowered, and
fentanyl pouring into our commu-
nities. I am sick and tired of it.

I am glad that some of my colleagues
have finally awakened in New York
and elsewhere because, oh, you got
100,000 people suddenly. Guess what, we
have had millions pouring through
Texas. My friend from Arizona in the
chair has had millions pouring through
Arizona.

All we do is give lip service to it. We
talk about securing the border. All of
my colleagues are running around say-
ing: CHIP, come to me, tell me, what do
you think the Democrats will actually
take? That is what is wrong with this
place. It is not about what they will
take, it is about doing the right thing.

I know the people that I represent, I
know the people that my friend from
Tennessee represents, I know that the
people that my friend from Arizona
represents are sick and tired of words.
Yet, all we really have, as Members of
Congress, are words and our vote.

We use our vote the best way we
know how to shape the direction of this
country. Sometimes that is not easy.
Sometimes you do have to compromise
to figure out how to make it work in a
legislative body. That is fine.

But the words we use matter. When
the Speaker of the House, my friend
MIKE JOHNSON, took the oath yesterday
and then spoke to the American people
from the rostrum, he spoke very elo-
quently about our motto ‘“In God We
Trust.”” He spoke very eloquently
about our constitutional principles and
about what it means to be an Amer-
ican, about our founding.

We have an obligation as Members of
this body to fight for the American
people who send us here. There are 330
million Americans who rely upon the
435 of us to fight for them, to fight to
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defend and uphold all of the values that
are represented by the flag hanging be-
hind my friend from Arizona.

Whenever we come to the floor and
whenever we give speeches—by the
way, I am happy to yield to my friend
from Tennessee if he would like any
time—whenever we come to the floor
and give speeches to an empty Cham-
ber, you ask: What is the point?

The point is actually to try to high-
light that we are supposed to use this
Chamber to debate and be deliberative.
We set out to change this place almost
a year ago and we have made some
pretty good strides, but we are far from
it.

I would ask my friend from Ten-
nessee and I would ask my friend who
is in the chair: What are the great de-
bates we have seen on the floor of the
House? Where are the great engage-
ments we have seen? Or is it rather
that all we see are the rote procedures
of coming down and standing at the
mike and offering an amendment for 3
minutes and then 3 minutes and then
back and then back and it is all set up,
and the votes are all set up, and then
we are done—or are we actually debat-
ing the future of the country?

That is what is at stake. We can talk
about debt commissions, we can talk
about whatever things that we might
do in the future one day, but the coun-
try is hurting while we are sitting here
in this Chamber not getting it done.

My main hope with having a new
Speaker, my friend MIKE JOHNSON, who
is a man of faith, a family man, a fa-
ther of five who gave a moving ac-
counting of the loss of his father right
before he became an elected represent-
ative—my hope is that the hand of God
is at play with the current makeup of
the leaders of this country in this body
to have the courage to stand up and
follow where the Lord is opening the
door for us to go, if we will have the
will to do it.

0 1745

I don’t pretend to have all the right
answers or know every right play or
move on a spending bill or a piece of
legislation. What I do know is that we
cannot continue to do what we have
been doing. What I do know is that if
we have any single responsibility as
Members of Congress, it is to follow the
Constitution of the United States, de-
fend the rule of law, and secure the
blessings of liberty as we are called
upon to do in the Constitution of the
United States.

We cannot do that if we continue the
lie that we can print money and spend
money we don’t have to create pro-
grams that cannot be funded to drive
up the cost of healthcare, to drive up
the cost of housing, to drive up the
cost of energy, to utterly fail to do our
actual responsibilities to secure the
Nation and to secure our communities.
Those are the things that failed states
do, and we are dangerously close to the
cliff.

The question becomes whether Re-
publicans are going to do what they
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said they will do. I, for one, am ready
to be here all day, every day, until we
get this right. I think I have seen my
wife, son, and daughter maybe 5 or 6
days over the last 45 days. We have an
obligation to do our job.

I have to say something to my col-
leagues, a couple of whom left today.
They had some medical reasons, and
that is all fine. But if I hear another
one of my colleagues talk about need-
ing to be home for Halloween, if I hear
another one of my colleagues talking
about, ‘I need to fly out so I can get
home to a fundraiser,”” or another one
of my colleagues talking about needing
to make it home, ‘“‘Oh, I have to see my
newborn,”’ all right, what do you think
our men and women in uniform want to
do when they are deployed for a year?

If you run for Congress, mean it. If
you run for Congress, come up here and
be willing to work. I am sick and tired
of my friends and colleagues who run
around campaigning on doing the hard
work of shrinking the government, cut-
ting spending, securing the border,
making our defense strong, and then
abandoning duty, walking out.

Fly in on Monday, fly out on Thurs-
day at noon. What in the hell is that?

We should come in next week, after
Speaker JOHNSON has been able to get
his office set up, and when we are in
here next Wednesday, we should not
leave. We should stay here. We should
pass the appropriations bills. We
should pass responsible legislation to
support our friend Israel, but pay for
it. We should pass legislation, if nec-
essary, as a cut stopgap measure to
deal with the appropriations process,
but we shouldn’t leave town.

I cannot go home to the constituents
I represent and look them in the eye
and say we did our job when I have to
meet another mother who lost her son
or daughter to fentanyl, another
spouse of a Border Patrol agent who
lost their husband or wife in the line of
duty, or the spouse of a police officer
lost in the line of duty because we
failed to do our job.

The American people expect us to do
ours. All of this drama about the
Speaker is utter nonsense, a footnote
in history. All that matters is what we
do as a body. For the 220 Republicans
who united around Speaker JOHNSON
and voted for him yesterday, that is
only as good as uniting to actually
carry out conservative policies that
the American people sent you here to
carry out. That is it. Otherwise, it is
all a show.

Today, we did the opposite. We fund-
ed programs we campaign against. We
spent more money that we don’t have.

My question for my Republican col-
leagues is, are we going to do what we
said we were going to do? It is a pretty
simple question, and I hope my col-
leagues will go back and look at what
they campaign on and then actually do
it.

One final point I think merits obser-
vation. We have conflicts in Israel.
Around this country, we have protests
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by a generation of Americans who
don’t have the first clue of what actual
sacrifice looks like, don’t have the first
clue of what they are talking about
with respect to what was wrought on
the Israeli people by the barbaric acts
of Hamas.

In this country, we are enormously
blessed, but we have foolishly funded
an education system that allows for in-
dividuals to spend their time advancing
radical, hateful, anti-Semitic, unin-
formed, ignorant nonsense in the name
of free speech.

Our friends in Israel were attacked
violently and barbarically. The vast
majority of Americans recognize that
and proudly stand alongside Israel, but
we have a problem in this country
when there are people taking to the
streets in support of a violent, terror-
istic organization, Hamas, in the false
name of apartheid, in the false name of
the supposed need for a two-state solu-
tion.

The fact of the matter is, our friends
in Israel, Israelis, our Jewish friends,
have been on that land for millennia. I
will not blink in standing alongside
Israel. It is in our national security in-
terest to do so. It is also the right
thing to do.

However, if my colleagues think that
we are going to save this country
through sheer force without recog-
nizing the cultural rot eating away at
our own children, whether it is through
electronic devices or our own education
system, then they are mistaken. We
cannot continue to fund the destruc-
tion of our own country, yet that is
what we do every single time we vote
to perpetuate a broken education sys-
tem and to fund the very programs
that are funding the very rot that is
destroying us from within.

Some of our greatest leaders have ob-
served that we will not be defeated by
a foreign enemy, but we will be de-
feated from within. Our great calling,
in my opinion, as Members of Congress
today, this generation of leaders, is to
stand up in defense of our core values,
proudly in defense of our Western civ-
ilization values, of our belief in God,
our Constitution, our belief in limited
government, our belief in the rule of
law, and not shudder, not walk away in
fear, but to proudly stand up in defense
of that and to stop perpetuating the
very cultural rot that undermines it. It
is the only way that we will save this
last great hope for mankind.

I am endlessly optimistic for the fu-
ture of the country because of the peo-
ple who love to live free, the Riley
Gaineses of the world who dare to say
no, the Scott Smiths of the world who
dare to say no, the Chloe Coles of the
world who dare to say no, the Mark
Houcks of the world who dare to say
no.

The strength of this country is with
the American people. It always has
been and always will be. Our calling is
to make sure that this government,
that this government that represents
them, empowers them and protects
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their liberties and nothing more. That
is our calling.

That is what I believe that our
Speaker, Speaker MIKE JOHNSON, will
enable us to do because I know he be-
lieves in those principles, but the only
way that MIKE JOHNSON can be success-
ful as Speaker is if 221 Republicans
rally around him in defense of the Con-
stitution of the United States and the
rule of law and actually do what they
campaigned on doing rather than com-
ing here and doing the same old thing,
advancing the status quo and every-
thing in this town that has been de-
stroying our country from within for as
long as I have been alive.

It is time for Republicans to stand
up. It is time for Republicans to actu-
ally defend the Constitution of the
United States. It is time for Repub-
licans to cut spending. It is time for
Republicans to secure the border. It is
time for Republicans to stand up in de-
fense of our military. It is time for Re-
publicans to do their damn job.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 57 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Octo-
ber 30, 2023, at noon.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2187. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s interim final rule — De-
fense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup-
plement: Limitation on Certain Institutes of
Higher Education (DFARS Case 2021-D023)
[Docket: DARS-2023-0029] (RIN: 0750-AL41) re-
ceived October 13, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-2188. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s interim rule — Defense
Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Replacement of Fluorinated Aqueous Film
Forming Foam (DFARS Case 2020-D011)
[Docket: DARS-2023-0028] (RIN: 0750-AK98)
received October 13, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-2189. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Privacy Act of
1974; Implementation [Docket ID: DoD-2022-
08-0142] (RIN: 0790-AL62) received October
13, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-2190. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting a re-
port certifying that the export of the listed
item to the People’s Republic of China is not
detrimental to the U.S. space launch indus-
try, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2778 note; Public
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Law 105-261, Sec. 1512 (as amended by Public
Law 105-277, Sec. 146); (112 Stat. 2174); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2191. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal
No. DDTC 23-049 Certification of Proposed
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2192. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal
No. DDTC 23-052 Certification of Proposed
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2193. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal
No. DDTC 23-064 Certification of Proposed
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-2194. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Memo-
randum of Justification for the drawdown of
defense articles and services and military
education and training under section
506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
to provide immediate military assistance to
Ukraine; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-2195. A letter from the Wildlife Biolo-
gist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s Major final rule — Migratory
Bird Hunting; Final 2023-24 Frameworks for
Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations [Docket
No.: FWS-HQ-MB-2022-0090; FF09M31000-234-
FXMB1231099BPP0] (RIN: 1018-BF64) received
October 12, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-2196. A letter from the Chief, Division
of Bird Conservation, permits and Regula-
tions, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — General Provisions;
Revised List of Migratory Birds [Docket No.:
FWS-HQ-MB-2022-0036; FXMB12320900000//234//
FF09M30000] (RIN: 1018-BG04) received Octo-
ber 12, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary.
H.R. 5721. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
require certain reporting on sexual assault
kit testing; with an amendment (Rept. 118-
256). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 4693.
A Dbill to provide that the Federal Reports
Elimination and Sunset Act of 1995 does not
apply to certain reports required to be sub-
mitted by the Tennessee Valley Authority,
and for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-257). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

———
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
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