H4418

voice for the people of Northern Chau-
tauqua County.

I am proud to address this Chamber
to celebrate the retirement of a true
newsman, Dave Rowley. His long ca-
reer in broadcasting is testament to his
passion for storytelling and his dedica-
tion to keeping our community in-
formed.

Dave has worn many hats over the
years, from reporting to anchoring,
producing, and hosting his radio show,
“Viewpoint.”” Through his work, he has
provided a space for meaningful con-
versations on the issues that matter
most to the people of Chautauqua
County.

As we celebrate Dave’s retirement,
we can’t help but feel a sense of loss as
very few journalists possess the same
integrity and reliability he has always
displayed.

His commitment to excellence, his
passion for the truth, and his dedica-
tion to his community will be a lasting
legacy for all that follow in his foot-
steps.

Dave Rowley’s retirement may mark
the end of an era, but it also marks the
beginning of a new chapter in his life,
and we wish him all the happiness and
fulfillment in his next chapter.

——

STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH
UNITED AUTO WORKERS

(Mr. NORCROSS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in solidarity with the nearly
150,000 United Auto Workers who are
fighting for fair pay, better benefits,
and safer working conditions.

These workers have built $250 billion
in profit for the Big Three automakers
over the past decade, but they have
been left behind. The Big Three CEOs,
the big bosses, have increased by an es-
timated 40 percent in their compensa-
tion over the last 4 years, but workers
over the last 4 years, 6 percent—a mea-
sly 6 percent.

To put that in perspective, Big Three
corporate bosses, $12,000 an hour. Those
starting wages for the autoworkers, 18
bucks an hour.

This says it all. It should be fair, but
this is unjust and unacceptable. Work-
ers deserve a fair wage and benefits
that reflect their hard work.

Mr. Speaker, we urge them to be sup-
ported.

——————

RECOGNIZING PENNSYLVANIA’S
McCLURE BEAN SOUP FESTIVAL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the McClure Bean Soup Festival. Over
the weekend, I attended the 132nd
McClure Bean Soup Festival in Snyder
County, Pennsylvania’s 15th Congres-
sional District.
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This annual celebration started when
Captain Michael Smith and several
other surviving Civil War veterans
wanted to host a reunion with other
veterans, and it has now grown into a
weeklong fair.

Supposedly, Captain Smith and his
comrades basically had beans and some
ham and, therefore, decided to provide
bean soup for all their comrades who
were attending that reunion. Today,
this fair has vendors, rides, and games,
but the biggest attraction is the bean
soup.

Last year, volunteers made more
than 30 kettles, and, yes, the recipe has
stayed the same for more than 130
years.

Mr. Speaker, this weeklong festival
is a staple in the Snyder County com-
munity. It is a unique way to remem-
ber the veterans of the Civil War while
building memories within the commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to next
year’s McClure Bean Soup Festival as
well.

FAIRNESS AND DIGNITY FOR UAW

(Mr. KIM of New Jersey asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
everyone should have the ability to
work in safe conditions, receive com-
petitive pay and benefits, and at the
end of the day, be able to put food on
the table.

America’s hardworking families keep
our country running, but right now a
lot of families are finding they don’t
have the support they need. Auto-
workers made concessions in 2008 to
save the auto industry and new con-
tracts have not been reinstated to help
them recover from those cuts and keep
up with the economic demands.

Meanwhile, auto company profits at
Ford, General Motors, and Stellantis
have skyrocketed 92 percent over the
last 10 years, totaling $250 billion. In
2023 alone, they are expected to profit
more than $32 billion. Despite their ef-
forts, worker pay has only gone up 6
percent over the last 10 years.

Companies can and should do better
because Americans deserve better.
Workers deserve a fair deal. They
aren’t asking for the moon; they are
asking for fairness and dignity.

———

LETTER TO ELON MUSK RE:
TAIWAN

(Mr. OGLES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Speaker, Elon Musk,
someone generally Kknown for pro-
moting free speech and autonomy,
falsely stated that Taiwan is an ‘‘inte-
gral part of China.”’

On a practical level, think about
what that means for our efforts. We in
Congress can promote Taiwan’s partici-
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pation in international organizations.
We can argue that Taiwan must have a
seat at the table, but if we refuse or
fail to confront the CCP on their fal-
sification of the historical record, if
we, as a Congress, can’t confront the
CCP with the truth, we are letting Xi
Jinping dictate the terms of the de-
bate. That is irresponsible and wrong.

Unfortunately, this wasn’t the first
time that Mr. Musk has spread misin-
formation about the relationship be-
tween the CCP, China, and Taiwan.

For Elon to spread the talking points
of the CCP from a position of influence
in the United States is unacceptable,
which is why I am sending a letter to
Elon Musk providing him with an accu-
rate account of Taiwan’s history and a
clear message: Taiwan is not part of
the People’s Republic of China and
their free will is not for sale.

———
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RECOGNIZING REVEREND JAMES
LAWSON’S 95TH BIRTHDAY

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 95th birthday of my
friend, Reverend James Lawson, who
for more than half a century has been
a force for justice and worker rights.

As a minister and teacher of non-
violent resistance, James Lawson was
a leader of the civil rights movement
and worked closely with Dr. Martin
Luther King. Lawson led sit-ins, Free-
dom Rides, and strikes, including the
historic 1968 Memphis sanitation
strike, and he was a mentor to our be-
loved John Lewis.

In 1974, Reverend Lawson moved to
Los Angeles, where he teaches non-
violence at UCLA. His work orches-
trating nonviolent sit-ins and civil dis-
obedience helped improve working con-
ditions for southern California hotel
workers, generating a national move-
ment for immigrant worker justice.

Reverend Lawson has been an inspi-
ration to many as he continues the
fight for freedom and justice.

Mr. Speaker, I wish Reverend Lawson
a happy birthday.

——————

SENATE MUST ACT ON
IMMIGRATION CRISIS

(Mr. FLOOD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address America’s immigra-
tion crisis.

For 29 months, encounters with ille-
gal immigrants have been higher than
the highest month in the Trump years.

While Washington Democrats con-
tinue to ignore the crisis, House Re-
publicans continue to do everything we
can in our power to enforce them.

Earlier this year, we passed H.R. 2,
also known as the Secure the Border
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Act. This bill helps finish the border
wall, stops the Biden administration’s
open-border ©policies, and increases
Border Patrol staffing.

This legislation awaits consideration
in a Democratic-controlled Senate. It
cannot wait any longer.

It is time for the Senate to take ac-
tion. We cannot allow the Biden admin-
istration to dismantle the border wall.
We cannot allow Secretary Mayorkas
to circumvent or dismantle the suc-
cessful remain in Mexico policy. We
cannot continue to allow illegal immi-
grants to stream across our border ille-
gally without regard for our national
security.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
the Senate to come together and sup-
port a commonsense plan like H.R. 2 to
stem the humanitarian crisis on our
southern border.

———

STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH UAW

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because labor is in the House,
the people’s House, as we stand with
workers all across America who are on
strike, especially our United Auto
Workers, who are on the front lines
right now.

As a daughter of labor, this is a pow-
erful moment in history. Across the
Nation, across sectors, American work-
ers are tired of giving their lives for
their jobs every single day and getting
less in return. They are standing up,
organizing, and demanding better pay,
better conditions, and better benefits.

This movement is about people,
about writers, actors, postal workers,
and autoworkers who are paving the
path for future generations and receiv-
ing just compensation.

This is the moment. I am proud to
stand in solidarity with our United
Auto Workers and every worker across
America who is collectively bargaining
for the pay, benefits, and conditions
that they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my friends to
stay strong and keep up the fight.

———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 704

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON
ABILITY: Ms. Tlaib.

Mr. AGUILAR (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read.

OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNT-
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2670, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2024

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I offer
a motion to instruct.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. Houlahan of Pennsylvania moves that
the managers on the part of the House at the
conference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the Senate amendment to the
bill H.R. 2670 be instructed to disagree to
section 716 of the House bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
HOULAHAN) and the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on this motion to
instruct.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today because
this House has a choice. We can either
stand up for the rights of servicemem-
bers and military families or we can
allow the Republican-led House, and
specifically the extreme faction of the
Republican Conference, to continue
their assault on reproductive freedoms.

For my Democratic colleagues and I,
this choice is clear. We will fight. We
will fight for the freedom of service-
women and for their families, and I
urge my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle to please do the same.

Many of our servicemembers joined
the Armed Forces prior to the over-
turning of Roe v. Wade last June, and
they did so with the understanding
that they and their families would be
treated with dignity and would receive
comprehensive and high-quality
healthcare services, regardless of where
they were stationed—and, yes, that
also includes access to abortion care.

Since Roe was overturned, service-
members and their families have had
access to travel and to leave if they
need to seek reproductive healthcare,
but unfortunately, that freedom is now
being threatened today.

Mr. Speaker, today, for the very first
time since 1973, 14 States have passed
outright abortion bans. Seven more
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have passed partial bans, and six more
have tried but have been stopped by
the courts.

Nearly 120,000 servicemembers are
currently stationed in Texas. This is a
State that has implemented a draco-
nian anti-choice law and now has
among the worst maternal health out-
comes for women in the entire Nation.
Our servicewomen deserve better.

This issue has been politicized, and it
has been distorted. Outright lies have
been spread by elected officials and by
anti-abortion activists alike.

I will set the record straight. Here
are the facts: Women in States with
abortion bans are nearly three times
more likely to die during pregnancy,
during childbirth, or soon after giving
birth. Let that sink in. We are sta-
tioning our women in uniform and
their families in States where they are
three times more likely to die during
pregnancy.

No servicemember should have to ac-
cept a reality where they could lit-
erally die as a result of the anti-choice
State law where they are stationed.

These are the conditions that our
servicewomen and their military fami-
lies have to consider when they decide
to serve. Nearly half of servicemembers
no longer have access to abortion care,
and that is not counting even the mem-
bers of their families, as well.

Our servicemembers signed up to
serve our country with the under-
standing that one day they may have
to make the ultimate sacrifice, the
sacrifice of their life.

Let me remind the Chamber and
those who are watching that we have
an all-volunteer force. Again, I will re-
peat: We have an all-volunteer force.

As we look to recruit and retain the
best fighters and the greatest minds
that this Nation has to offer, we really
cannot restrict the very freedoms that
we ask women and men in uniform to
potentially die for.

It is also important, as we talk, to go
beyond the facts and figures and to
share the personal and human impact
of these anti-abortion laws and the
choices we are facing here this week in
this body.

In Texas, the second-largest State for
Active-Duty servicemembers in our
country, Amanda Zurawski was 18
weeks pregnant when her water broke,
putting her at a high risk for devel-
oping a life-threatening infection. Doc-
tors told Amanda that her life was in
danger and that the fetus was going to
die, but doctors could not provide the
medical care that she needed because
their hands were tied by Texas law.

Amanda eventually did develop sepsis
and did eventually nearly die.
Heartbreakingly, her ability to be and
get pregnant in the future might be
damaged, as well.

Amanda survived, and she survived
to share this story about her harrowing
experience to hopefully prevent others
from having this experience, as well.

This story and the data that we have
talked about today is why I am work-
ing with my colleagues, led by my dear
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