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Kushner was ‘‘in his pocket.” Jared de-
livered for the Saudis over and over.

We now know today that when Jared
left the White House just 2 months
later, the Saudi Royal Family gave $2
billion to the Kushner hedge fund, and
Jared pockets another $25 million per
year in fees directly from the Saudi’s.

Now advisers to the Crown Prince
said publicly that this made absolutely
no financial sense, and they pushed
back, but the Saudi Crown Prince went
forward, and Jared Kushner is receiv-
ing that enormous benefit to this day.

Madam Speaker, I have been calling
out the Trump and Kushner crime fam-
ily for months, and we should not stop
speaking out until we get the inves-
tigation that we deserve. Americans
need to trust that White House offi-
cials are looking out for our national
interest.

The Kushner-Saudi deal is the big-
gest corruption scandal right now in
American politics. We need subpoenas,
investigations, and reforms so that this
type of grift never happens again.

————
UKRAINE STRATEGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. MILLER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to speak about the ongoing
brutal and unjust war that is still
wreaking havoc in Eastern Europe to
this day and about America’s role.

Make no mistake, Vladimir Putin is
an evil tyrant whose brutal army is
devastating the people of Ukraine.
Like many others, I look forward to
seeing him in The Hague.

My position on providing aid to
Ukraine has been clear. Ukraine should
have the tools it needs to win this war,
its war, with the help of other coun-
tries, not just the United States.

The United States, especially with
the American President, who holds
many of these powers, absolutely can-
not provide a blank check without ro-
bust oversight and something else that
has been lacking: a clear strategy to
end America’s involvement.

Before I became a Member of this
House, the previous Congress gave the
Biden administration the resources it
needed to help the Ukrainians end
their war. However, the piecemeal ap-
proach taken by this administration
has prolonged, rather than ended, the
fight.

Frankly, just like former President
Trump has said, the United States of
America has the tools to end this war
in 24 hours, bring that thug Putin to
the table, stop the killing of innocent
civilians, and allow Ukraine to main-
tain its independence.

I believe the American people, as
well as the Ukrainians fighting on the
front lines, have little use, if any, for
weak and ill-equipped weaponry that
simply prolongs the war rather than
bringing it to an end once and for all.

A piecemeal approach to helping
Ukraine is wasting taxpayer dollars,
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and I do not know anyone who is in
favor of wasting American tax dollars.

What we need is a strategy, over-
sight, and accountability:

A strategy that explicitly defines
what victory looks like so we know
when America’s involvement is at an
end; oversight so that the American
people know how their tax dollars are
being spent; and accountability for this
administration’s failures to implement
these elementary pillars of decision-
making.

Another far-reaching, multi-billion-
dollar supplement without these three
key tenets is not what the American
people want or deserve. Frankly, it is
not what the Ukrainians want either.

The Ukrainians have taken signifi-
cant steps to restore accountability to
their government and weed out corrup-
tion, so I believe they understand just
how important a transparency is.

Madam Speaker, Ukraine can end
this war, Ukrainians can have peace,
the innocent killings of civilians at the
evil hands of an evil dictator can stop.
We can share the tools Ukrainians need
without depleting our own capabilities.
However, the United States cannot be
drawn into another forever war with-
out a meaningful strategy that defines
how we know when it is over. We can-
not put American servicemembers in
harm’s way, and we certainly cannot
waste taxpayer dollars.

We were supposed to learn this lesson
after Vietnam, and, instead, we ended
up with a 20-year war in Afghanistan.
We cannot make the same mistake
again.

Madam Speaker, I represent one of
the largest Ukrainian-American popu-
lations in the House of Representa-
tives. My constituents are Americans
who are the family members of Ukrain-
ian soldiers. They are Americans who
are faith leaders, and some are even
first-generation Ukrainian Americans.
All of them are grateful for the Amer-
ican assistance and that of our allies,
and every single one is ready for this
war to come to an end, just as I know
so many others are, as well.

It is time for this administration to
be up front with the American people
and articulate a coherent strategy to
define our end goal.

Let us all work together to commit
to saving taxpayer dollars, increasing
crucial oversight of our operations,
logistical and tactical support, and fi-
nally commit ourselves to developing
the strategy needed to save innocent
lives, help the Ukrainians end their
armed conflict, keep America out of
this war, and ensure this does not go on
another day longer.

———

TRIBUTE TO DON TRINKS—MAYOR
OF WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the
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mayor of Windsor, Connecticut, Don
Trinks, a dear friend and person who
served in the capacity of mayor for 22
years, and a public servant in Windsor
for nearly three decades, as well.

He is a lifelong resident in what he
would claim is the oldest community
in the State of Connecticut, the town
of Windsor. It may be disputed by some
in Wethersfield, but that is what Don
would claim, and that is where he met
his wife, Barbara, in high school. They
went on to get married, and he went on
along with Barbara to be the go-to peo-
ple in the community of Windsor.

Now, he also happens to run and
manage, and probably is well known
for running Bart’s, which is second
only to Augie & Ray’s in East Hartford
as the greatest hot dog you can receive
in the State of Connecticut.

Madam Speaker, Don’s commitment
to the community of Windsor is unsur-
passed. In political office, Don always
sought to bring people together. He has
the right temperament for public serv-
ice and the ability to bring people to-
gether, as he did time and again, and
why he was so successful at getting
more than $3 million to revitalize
downtown Windsor.

I was always happy to work alongside
of him. It has been his leadership
throughout his career, his temerity, es-
pecially during difficult times and es-
pecially during COVID, where he was
one of those chief elected officials who
led by example, especially for small
businesses, of which he was very much
one of them. He was also a devoted fan
of Social Security, and we had an op-
portunity to work on that and visit
many senior centers.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to sub-
mit for the RECORD a tribute to Don
Trinks, the mayor of Windsor for 22
years.

I commend Congresswoman JULIA
LETLOW who came before the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means last week to
discuss her concerns about WEP and
GPO and Social Security. I look for-
ward to working with her. I think there
is an opportunity here, Madam Speak-
er, to recognize with more than 10,000
baby boomers a day becoming eligible
for Social Security, with almost 70 mil-
lion people who are currently receiving
Social Security, and with more than 40
percent of them Social Security being
their only form of retirement and pen-
sion, it is long overdue for the United
States Congress to act.

It has been 52 years since Congress
has enhanced Social Security. Madam
Speaker, more than 5 million of our
fellow Americans get below-poverty
level checks from the government, and,
of them, the majority are women, be-
cause they were the care providers and
were at home with their children or
caring for someone that was sick, and
also because when they were in the
workforce they weren’t making as
much as their male counterparts.

There is no rational reason why these
people in the wealthiest Nation in the
world, who have worked all their lives
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and paid into the system, gets below-
poverty level checks, except for the
fact that the United States Congress
hasn’t taken any action to correct this.
It is long overdue.

With people like Julia coming in, Mr.
Speaker, I know that there is a great
opportunity for us to come together
and succeed and make sure that all
Americans know that Social Security
is there for them.

This is not the time to talk about
cutting their benefits. This is the time
to talk about extending their benefits.

Yes, it is true that people are living
longer, but for every year you raise the
age of Social Security, that is a 7 per-
cent cut. What sense does it make if
you are living longer that you receive
less Social Security money to live on?
Of course, it does not.

————
RESTORE FISCAL SANITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
AUSTIN ScoTT of Georgia). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in the face of a looming government
shutdown to discuss fiscal responsi-
bility and the importance of returning
to regular order in this Congress.

The government borrows too much
money and the government spends too
much money. The Biden administra-
tion and Congressional Democrats’
spending addiction has created massive
inflation and caused our national debt
to climb to nearly $33 trillion. They
prioritize spending that is out of touch
with what Americans are asking for
and are Killing the economy in the
process.

Republicans have offered real solu-
tions to fix this mess. All the other
side has offered is enthusiasm for more
reckless behavior.

House Republicans remain com-
mitted to limiting future government
spending, reclaiming unspent COVID
relief money, eliminating burdensome
regulations, and promoting pro-growth
energy and economic policies.

We need to get government spending
under control and get our economy
back on track, and we need to protect
both our national defense and Social
Security and Medicare benefits for sen-
iors while we do it.

What we are seeing now is President
Biden and Washington Democrats’ fail-
ure to negotiate, which regular order
mandates and which Congress is based
on. We can’t keep going down this
road.

In my commitment to the Big First,
I promised to do everything I can to
end Washington’s spending addiction,
balance the budget, grow the economy,
curb inflation, secure the border, and
lower taxes for individuals and small
businesses.

We must restore fiscal sanity. Ameri-
cans deserve to have their tax dollars
used wisely. Giving the President end-
less, no-limit credit cards is no way to
govern in a democracy.
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Let’s secure the border. Let’s de-
crease our country’s dependence on
Communist China. Let’s commit to
reining in government spending.

It is hard for me to imagine how any-
one can love the open border so much,
or love losing to China so much, or love
$200 billion of unaccounted for COVID
relief dollars so much that they would
be willing to shut down the Federal
Government to keep the situation as-
is.

If the other side would spend as much
energy on funding the government as
they do on their liberal wish list, we
would have solved this problem long
ago.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN) for 5
minutes.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, we have
10 days until House Republicans force a
catastrophic government shutdown; 10
days until the food assistance that
nearly 50 million Americans rely on,
including 6 million women and chil-
dren, is put in jeopardy; 10 days until
seniors struggling with the Social Se-
curity or Medicare issue can’t get
someone on the phone to get their ben-
efit or to keep their coverage; 10 days
until the loans small businesses depend
on to pay their workers and keep their
doors open are delayed for who knows
how long.
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Mr. Speaker, we have seen this train
wreck before.

Republicans shut down the govern-
ment for over a month in 2018 while
they demanded billions in taxpayer
funds for Donald Trump’s border wall,
the same one that Mexico was supposed
to pay for.

That shutdown lasted 35 days, hurt-
ing families and reducing our economic
output by $11 billion, much of which
was never recovered. It only ended
after planes were grounded at major
airports due to the strain on air traffic
controllers, who were working around
the clock with no pay to avert a major
disaster.

Here we are again. It is Republican
shutdown deja vu. Extreme MAGA Re-
publicans are once again holding the
American people hostage in exchange
for dangerous policies and a politically
motivated impeachment.

You don’t have to take my word for
it. Just listen to the demands from my
colleagues across the aisle. One of our
colleagues, a Congresswoman from
Georgia, tweeted that she would not
vote to fund the government if Con-
gress doesn’t pursue an impeachment
inquiry against President Biden. Oth-
ers are trying to roll back abortion
protections for women serving in our
military regardless of where they are
stationed.

To pretty much no one’s surprise,
Speaker MCCARTHY has folded like a
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cheap suit on every single one of their
demands. That still hasn’t been enough
to get Republicans on board with this
new plan, a breakthrough that would
slash funding for the home heating as-
sistance that thousands of families in
my home State of Massachusetts de-
pend on each winter; eliminate access
to Head Start and childcare programs
for nearly 200,000 children nationwide;
and cut off access to housing vouchers
for 20,000 veterans and 90,000 seniors,
pushing them closer to homelessness.

This deal hashed out by Republicans
for Republicans was a disaster from the
start, and the fact that it fell apart
even quicker than it came together is
embarrassing for the majority of this
Chamber.

It is amateur hour, but the stakes are
too high, and the American people de-
serve better.

Mr. Speaker, there are 212 Democrats
standing by whenever your party is
ready to get serious and do what needs
to be done. There are 212 votes stand-
ing by to keep our government open, to
keep veterans housed, to keep our chil-
dren fed.

I encourage Speaker MCCARTHY and
my colleagues across the aisle to avert
this disaster before it is too late. Put a
clean funding package on the floor, and
let’s pass it together.

That is our job. It is your job, and
the American people expect you to do
it.

——
ENACT STRICTER SENTENCES FOR
CHILD TRAFFICKERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to share the introduction of my
bill, the CHILD Act of 2023.

This bill seeks to amend chapter 77,
section 1591 of title 18, United States
Code, by raising the mandatory min-
imum years of imprisonment for en-
gaging in the trafficking of any person
under the age of 18.

The current law states that if con-
victed of trafficking a victim under the
age of 14, there is a minimum of 15
years imprisonment. If convicted of
trafficking a victim between the ages
of 14 and 17, the minimum sentence is
10 years imprisonment.

Child sex trafficking remains a press-
ing issue in the United States. In 2021,
the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children received over 17,200
reports of child sex trafficking in all 50
U.S. States, affecting every type of
community, including cities, rural
areas, and Tribal land.

According to an NCMEC report from
2021, out of the 25,000 missing runaway
children, 1 out of 6 are likely to be vic-
tims of sex trafficking.

Offenders often target vulnerable
children who are of lower income, live
in dangerous circumstances, and seek
out better lives for themselves. Vic-
tims come from all backgrounds and
become trapped in a never-ending cycle
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