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The love for Husker athletics was 

shown once again at Memorial Stadium 
just weeks ago when 92,003 fans at-
tended a Husker volleyball match on 
Osborne Field, setting a world record 
for the most attended women’s sport-
ing event. 

Some of the greatest college football 
coaches of all time have called plays at 
Memorial Stadium, like former Con-
gressman Tom Osborne and Bob 
Devaney. This season begins with the 
Matt Rhule era, and he got his first 
win in the stadium last week. 

Congratulations to the university. 
Go Big Red. 

RECOGNIZING BELLEVUE WOMEN’S CLUB 
Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to wish the Bellevue Women’s 
Club a happy anniversary as they ap-
proach 100 years in service. 

In 1924, the Bellevue Women’s Club 
began serving their community. By 
1929, they were already taking on big 
projects like helping start the first 
Bellevue library and the city’s first 
swimming pool. 

Through their 100 years, this non-
profit has contributed their time and 
money to some of Sarpy County’s most 
significant organizations and events, 
like the Arrows to Aerospace Parade, 
Habitat for Humanity, and the Ronald 
McDonald House. 

Their club members’ support for a 
wide array of organizations in Sarpy 
County is unmatched as they give back 
through the senior community center, 
Books for Babies, and the Bellevue 
Food Pantry. The scope of their work 
through the years is very impressive. 

On behalf of Nebraska’s First Con-
gressional District, congratulations to 
the Bellevue Women’s Club on their 
first century, and here is to the next. 

f 

ENCOURAGING MEXICO’S COMPLI-
ANCE WITH WATER TREATY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand before you today to address a 
critical issue that is affecting the live-
lihoods of countless Americans across 
south Texas. The drought conditions 
and water scarcity we are witnessing in 
the Rio Grande Valley are causing un-
told hardships for our farmers and our 
residents. 

As stipulated in the Mexican Water 
Treaty of 1944, Mexico is obligated to 
provide the United States with an aver-
age of 350,000 acre-feet of water annu-
ally over a 5-year cycle. Unfortunately, 
Mexico has consistently delayed ful-
filling this commitment, leaving Amer-
ican farmers in dire straits. 

This year, south Texas farmers are 
poised to plant their crops, but they 
need water now. Without it, they face 
the prospect of harvesting only half of 
what they would yield in a typical 
year. 

This has far-reaching consequences, 
impacting our national food supply, in-
creasing food costs for families, and 

heightening our dependency on foreign 
agriculture. 

Moreover, communities in south 
Texas are now facing water restric-
tions, exacerbating the strain on fami-
lies and businesses alike. 

The Mexican Government bears a re-
sponsibility to honor the terms of this 
treaty. American farmers and ranchers 
should not bear the burden of Mexico’s 
failure to uphold its end of the bargain. 

I implore the Biden administration 
to take immediate action and hold 
Mexico accountable. Failure to con-
vene official meetings addressing this 
issue will result in catastrophic con-
sequences for south Texas farmers. 

Just last week, I had the privilege of 
introducing a bipartisan House resolu-
tion aimed at bolstering diplomatic re-
lations to encourage Mexico’s compli-
ance with the Mexican Water Treaty of 
1944. This historic resolution under-
scores our support for negotiations 
that ensure more predictable water de-
liveries to the United States, and it 
urges new commitments to guarantee 
at least 350,000 acre-feet of water are 
delivered annually. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to my 
colleagues from both sides of the aisle 
who have cosponsored this crucial reso-
lution. 

I also thank all the local officials 
from my community who have been 
working closely with me on this mat-
ter. 

Together, we are sending a powerful 
message: Clean water is not a partisan 
issue. This is an American issue. 

Through collaboration and diplo-
matic engagement, we can forge a 
framework for responsible water man-
agement that benefits both of our great 
Nations. 

Let us stand united in ensuring that 
the promises of the Mexican Water 
Treaty of 1944 are not just ink on paper 
but a lifeline for the American farmers 
who feed our Nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BENNETT COLLEGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. MANNING) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 150th anniver-
sary of Bennett College, which I have 
the privilege of representing in Con-
gress. 

In 1873, Bennett got its start as a 
school for elementary and secondary 
students in the basement of 
Warnersville Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Now, Bennett College, located in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, stands as 
one of only two all-women’s HBCUs in 
the Nation. 

In the 150 years since its founding, 
Bennett College and its alumni have 
made history. Bennett played a pivotal 
role in the civil rights movement in 
North Carolina. Before Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., gave his famous March 

on Washington speech, he traveled to 
Greensboro, North Carolina, in Feb-
ruary 1958. There, he was met with an 
overflowing crowd of young women, the 
Bennett Belles, at the Annie Merner 
Pfeiffer Chapel on Bennett’s campus. 

This speech, Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s first speech ever given in Greens-
boro, had a lasting impact on the en-
tire Triad community. 

Mr. Speaker, 2 years after his speech 
on Bennett’s campus, Bennett Belles 
participated in the famous Woolworth 
counter sit-in, the demonstration that 
ignited a movement of sit-ins for racial 
equality across the South and across 
the country and changed the entire 
course of American history. 

In the years since then, Bennett’s 
alumni have continued to make his-
tory. 

Bennett had the first Black woman 
president of a 4-year college in the 
United States, Dr. Willa B. Player. 

Former Bennett College President 
Johnnetta Cole went on to lead the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of African Art. 

Maidie Ruth Gamble Norman was an 
early Hollywood film star in the 1930s. 

Dr. Dorothy Brown was the first 
woman to practice general surgery in 
the South in the 1940s. 

Carolyn Robertson Payton led the 
Peace Corps under President Jimmy 
Carter. 

Marian Tasco was Pennsylvania’s 
first Black county commissioner. 

Many more Bennett Belles have bro-
ken down barriers and have been the 
first to accomplish amazing feats. 
Today, Bennett continues to educate 
young minds and produce change-
makers. 

Bennett has been an influential insti-
tution in our Nation’s history, as well 
as a pillar of outstanding education in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Congratulations to the Bennett 
Belles on 150 years of excellence. 

f 

HONORING BASIS ORO VALLEY 
SCHOOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of BASIS Oro Valley, a 
school in my district that has been in-
cluded in U.S. News & World Report’s 
2023 Best Public High Schools, securing 
the 21st position. 

This accomplishment is a testament 
to the hard work and dedication of our 
students, educators, and the entire 
school community. 

BASIS Oro Valley prides themselves 
on their award-winning STEM cur-
riculum and liberal arts program to 
help children pursue their dreams. 

From advanced AP courses to high- 
level music classes, this school has 
something for everyone. 

b 1015 

The average ACT score for BASIS 
Oro Valley students is a 32 and the av-
erage SAT score is 1368. This is one of 
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the best high schools in the country 
and it is located right in Arizona-06, 
my district. 

This school, which has only been 
around since 2010, has made a huge im-
pact on our community. I am so proud 
of the teachers who make this a great 
experience for the kids and the kids 
that push themselves to be better 
every single day. 

I am proud to represent this out-
standing school in Congress and to rec-
ognize the BASIS Oro Valley school 
here today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT 
CHRIS BAILEY ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. PEREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to thank president Chris Bailey, 
who is retiring after dedicating 12 
years to Lower Columbia College. 
Throughout his tenure, he diligently 
served students, staff, and the commu-
nity, transforming Lower Community 
College into a vital educational hub in 
the region. 

As a testament to Chris’ leadership, 
Lower Columbia College developed the 
Lower Columbia Regional Center, ena-
bling folks to work and access higher 
education pathways. Chris was pivotal 
in introducing the college’s first two 
bachelor of applied science degrees, as 
well as a vocational skills center, re-
flecting his commitment to expanding 
career opportunities for those at the 
college. 

We have been lucky to have a leader 
like Chris at Lower Columbia College. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank Chris for his dedi-
cation and wish him all the best in a 
well-deserved retirement. 

RECOGNIZING MALLONEE FARMS 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mallonee Farms, a family- 
owned dairy farm in my district. A few 
weeks ago, I was able to visit the farm 
in Curtis, Washington, where I met the 
farm’s owner, Maynard Mallonee. May-
nard is a third-generation dairy farmer 
and a member of the Organic Valley co- 
op. 

During my visit, I toured their farm, 
saw their new robotic milkers, and 
heard how Congress can support small, 
organic farms. Maynard is passionate 
about working for something bigger 
than himself. He works to be a good 
steward of his land, and he is already 
taking steps with his son, Jack, to en-
sure that the family farm continues for 
generations to come. 

Everyone at Mallonee Farms is fight-
ing hard for their farm, and I am grate-
ful to be in this fight with them. My 
focus is to ensure that Federal policy 
supports small, family farms like 
theirs. 

COWLITZ COMPLEX FIRES IN GIFFORD PINCHOT 
NATIONAL FOREST 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address the Cowlitz Complex fires in 

the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. 
Thirty fires might sound like a bad 
movie plot, but with 695 acres in flames 
and 342 hardworking folks trying to 
keep it all under control, it is the re-
ality of our community. 

To the diligent task forces—the Cali-
fornia Incident Management Team 13 
and Rocky Mountain Incident Manage-
ment Team 2—patrolling and moni-
toring the fires, especially around Pot-
hole, Jackpot, and the Adams Fork re-
gions—your steadfastness does not go 
unnoticed. 

We are thankful that potential 
threats, like the heat near Pothole, 
turned out to be benign. The task 
forces’ preemptive actions are the 
backbone of our community’s safety. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the folks work-
ing these fires. Their tireless efforts 
protect our homes, our forests, and our 
future. Their commitment to contain 
these forests showcases the resilience 
of our community. 

HONORING A DEDICATED PUBLIC SERVANT, 
SERGEANT RICHARD KELLY 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a dedicated public 
servant and cherished member of our 
community, Sergeant Richard Kelly. 

On August 10, we lost Sergeant Kelly 
unexpectedly due to a medical emer-
gency while in the line of duty. He was 
only 54. 

Sergeant Kelly’s commitment to 
safeguarding our community was un-
wavering. He served the Battle Ground 
Police Department since 2005, where he 
ultimately rose to the rank of sergeant 
in 2019. 

Not only was he an officer of the law, 
he was a husband, father, brother, and 
a pillar of our community. He was re-
spected and loved by all who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 

I personally recall his attentive pres-
ence at my Battle Ground townhall, a 
testament to his deep sense of duty and 
connection to the people that he 
served. His loss leaves a void in our 
community and in the hearts of all who 
knew him. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and service of 
Sergeant Richard Kelly. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family, his 
colleagues, and the entire Battle 
Ground community during this time. 
May his dedication serve as a lasting 
inspiration to us all. 

REMEMBERING AND HONORING CORPORAL 
ZACHARY ‘‘ZAC’’ CLAYTON MERRILL 

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to remember and honor Corporal 
Zachary ‘‘Zac’’ Clayton Merrill, who 
passed away on August 20. 

After graduating from college, Zac 
joined the Army, distinguishing him-
self as captain of the 82nd Airborne and 
leading an explosive ordnance team in 
Afghanistan. 

His commitment and valor earned 
him the Bronze Star, among other 
commendations. After the Army, Zac’s 
call to service led him to the Van-
couver Police Department, where he 
became an integral member of the cri-

sis negotiation team and was eventu-
ally named unit leader. However, be-
yond the badges and commendations, 
Zac was a loving husband, son, brother, 
and uncle. 

He also had a profound bond with his 
grandfather, Stanley Merrill, also a 
Korean war veteran, which speaks vol-
umes about his deep roots in service 
and sacrifice. 

Corporal Merrill’s legacy of service, 
both on the battlefield and on our 
streets, will forever inspire and remind 
us of the sacrifices made by those who 
choose to serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I send my deepest con-
dolences to his family, friends, and all 
who had the privilege of knowing him. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. THOMAS J. 
WALTERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the direc-
tor of the Federal Law Enforcement 
Training Centers, Dr. Thomas J. Wal-
ters, for his 44 years of service to the 
United States. 

Director Walters oversaw the train-
ing and management program for new 
law enforcement officers across the 
country, including those at the Glynco, 
Georgia, campus in my district. 

Mr. Walters dedicated his entire four- 
decade career to defending our national 
security, serving as a Border Patrol 
agent, and in various leadership posi-
tions. He embodies both patriotism and 
leadership, and the next generation of 
officers is undoubtedly grateful for his 
expertise and the example he set. Di-
rector Walters emphasized that serving 
as the FLETC director was an honor 
and a career highlight. 

I know I speak for the whole First 
District when I say we appreciate his 
dedication to law enforcement and his 
service to others. I welcome the new 
FLETC director, Benjamine ‘‘Carry’’ 
Huffman, and I wish him the best of 
luck. 

REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVID 
LEONARD SHARPE 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of 
Lieutenant Colonel David Leonard 
Sharpe. At the age of 81, he leaves be-
hind a legacy of bravery, leadership, 
and selflessness. In 1966, he graduated 
from the U.S. Army Ranger School and 
became the first Army Ranger in the 
Georgia National Guard. He served in 
the U.S. Army Reserves in the Georgia 
National Guard for 41 years, from 1960 
to 2001. 

We remember him not only for his 
military accomplishments, but also for 
his dedication to his community. He 
excelled as a mechanical drawing 
teacher at Glynn Academy high school 
in Brunswick. In the summers, he 
worked on commercial and residential 
planning. 

I know Mr. Sharpe’s legacy will live 
on in the positive impact he had on his 
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