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Above all, professionally, David loved
fostering the spirit of leadership in the
Navy and throughout his career.

Outside of his career, David loved to
pursue his hobbies of sailing, boating,
and home improvement with his wife,
Valerie.

Last December, David tragically lost
his 2-year battle with cancer. I am
grateful for his service and dedication
to educating future military leaders. In
recognition of his exemplary service,
David was posthumously promoted to
the rank of captain on April 25, 2023.

He is survived by his wife, Valerie,
with whom he shared 25 years of mar-
riage and his three daughters, Savan-
nah, Madeline, and Emma. May his
memory be a blessing to his family, to
his colleagues in the Navy, and to his
community.

———

CELEBRATING THE ALLEGHENY
NATIONAL FOREST CENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate
the Allegheny National Forest centen-
nial. For the last 100 years, the only
national forest in Pennsylvania has
been a shining example of what a mul-
tiple-use forest can do and be for a re-
gion.

This great forest wasn’t always this
vibrant. Prior to President Calvin Coo-
lidge signing a proclamation estab-
lishing the Allegheny National Forest,
or what we refer to as ANF, in 1923,
there was considerable deforestation
throughout Pennsylvania’s mnorthern
tier.

This was a result of unsustainable
and poor forestry practices during the
19th century and early 20th century. A
century later, forests throughout the
region have largely been restored and
forest health has returned across the
landscape by applying science and ac-
tive forest management.

Located in the northern portion of
my district, this incredible forest spans
more than half a million acres across
Forest, Elk, McKean, and Warren
Counties.

Whether it is timber harvesting, en-
ergy production, wildlife habitat, or an
abundance of outdoor activities, the
Allegheny National Forest has it all.

The ANF is the economic engine of
the region, supporting local jobs and
industries, as well as recreational op-
portunities for residents and visitors
alike.

The ANF is an important partner to
the forest products industry, which is
incredibly important for this region for
both economic needs and encouraging
forest health. The local logging and
forest products industry play impor-
tant roles in supporting the Forest
Service’s mandate to actively manage
national forests and ensure a reliable
source of domestic timber.

The Allegheny National Forest is
also located in the same area as Penn-
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sylvania’s historic oil region, which
began in 1859 when Colonel Edwin
Drake drilled the world’s first commer-
cially successful well in Titusville,
Pennsylvania.

The oil and gas industry has been a
staple industry in northwestern Penn-
sylvania, established long before the
ANF was even created. Today, energy
production in the ANF continues to be
a critical, economic driver in the re-
gion while the Forest Service remains
an important partner with local pro-
ducers and mineral rights owners.

Mr. Speaker, this centennial is a
grand celebration as it highlights the
importance of maintaining our mul-
tiple-use forest. To celebrate, the com-
munity is hosting a variety of activi-
ties leading up to the celebration on
Sunday, September 24. Events include
a Jakes Rocks Mountain Bike Trail
Fest, a forest-themed art show, a for-
est-themed film festival, and ending
with a birthday party on Sunday, the
24th, taking place at the Twin Lakes
Recreation Area.

The ANF is a nature lover’s dream
and continues to be a prime vacation
destination for Pennsylvania, as well
as Americans and even international
travelers.

While there are numerous hiking,
biking, and even snowmobile trails, the
ANF also provides Kkey resources to
sustain our country. From world-re-
nowned hardwoods to biomass fuels for
energy production, the ANF truly pro-
vides something for everyone. For gen-
erations, the forest has brought eco-
nomic prosperity to our region, and it
is essential that we are able to con-
tribute to the longevity and sustain-
ability of the Allegheny National For-
est.

I am dedicated to putting forth poli-
cies that promote natural solutions to
keep our forests healthy and resilient
for generations to come. These policies
include working closely with the For-
est Service, a division of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, to manage
our forests, foster healthy lands, and
allow this economic engine to thrive.

By supporting the Forest Service and
encouraging active management, we
can support healthy forests and rural
communities for generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent
the only national forest in Pennsyl-
vania. I will continue to support poli-
cies here in Washington that allow for
the ANF to flourish for the next 100
years and beyond.

———

REMEMBERING WORLD WAR II
VETERAN WILLIAM PARKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. VAN
ORDEN). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. HERN) for
5 minutes.

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of my constituent and
World War II veteran, William Norman
Parker, who passed away on September
11 as an American hero.
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Mr. Parker was one of the first sol-
diers to arrive on Omaha Beach on D-
day in 1944.

Mr. Parker and his fellow soldiers
displayed incredible heroism on that
fatal day and the terrible days that fol-
lowed. Their courage and patriotism
represent the very best of the Amer-
ican spirit. In July of this year, Mr.
Parker returned to Omaha Beach for
the first time since that day 78 years
ago. I can only imagine how he felt
standing on that calm beach then with
the traumatic memories from that
summer when he was just 19 years old,
risking life and limb for the future of
this country.

My prayer is that he found peace on
that beach and returned home feeling
the pride and gratitude of the Nation
he fought for. Whether it be on Omaha
Beach or at Ground Zero, America has
always stood for freedom, and we will
continue to make that stand.

My thoughts and prayers are with
Bill’s friends, his family, and beloved
veteran community as he is laid to rest
today in Oklahoma. May this hero rest
in peace for always and forever.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 23
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, we dare to approach You
this day, knowing full well that despite
our best efforts, no one of us is right-
eous, no one of us is without blame. All
of us have sinned and fallen short of
Your glory.

We dare, however, to pray that in
Your justice, You will be merciful to us
as we strive to bring honor to You in
this day You have provided us. In hope,
we pray that in Your discipline, You
will guide us in the way we should go,
that in our life and our work, whatever
we do would bring glory to You.

In this quiet moment, we yield to
Your will and ask that in the more
challenging moments that lie ahead of
us, Holy God, You would be in our
heads and in our thinking. God, be in
our eyes and in our looking. God, be in
our mouths and in our speaking. Oh,
God, be in our hearts and in our under-
standing.

In Your everlasting name we pray.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. RUTHERFORD led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

COLD ZERO PREMIUM SPIRITS
AND CEDAR RIDGE WINERY &
DISTILLERY HONOR VETERANS

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to celebrate a remarkable
collaboration between Cold Zero Pre-
mium Spirits and Cedar Ridge Winery
& Distillery that embodies the spirit of
giving back and honoring our veterans.

Casey Maxted, a former Green Beret,
brought together friends and col-
leagues from the military and co-
founded Cold Zero in Swisher, Iowa.

This year, members of Cold Zero Pre-
mium Spirits and Cedar Ridge Winery
& Distillery spent the 22nd anniversary
of the 9/11 terror attacks bottling whis-
key. Over 2,000 bottles of this special
whiskey will be available, and each
bottle is signed by one of six Medal of
Honor recipients, including Cedar Rap-
ids native Sal Giunta.

As we approach Veterans Day, let us
remember the profound impact we can
have on the lives of our veterans by
rallying around organizations and busi-
nesses who support them and are also
veteran owned.

Thank you, Cold Zero Premium Spir-
its and Cedar Ridge Winery & Dis-
tillery for your inspiring efforts to
make a difference.

I would also like to wish a very
happy birthday to the most special
man in my life, my husband, Curt
Meeks. Happy birthday, honey.

———

GAS PRICES HIT 10-YEAR
SEASONAL HIGH

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the irresponsible policies of
Biden and the liberal Democrats have
caused a 40-year high inflation, leaving
American families in financial distress
and jobs destroyed.

Bidenflation has affected the cost of
everyday goods and services and lim-
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ited the annual purchasing power of
families by thousands of dollars.
Worse, Biden does not seem to com-
prehend the reality of these decisions,
proven when recently describing his
economic policies. Biden said, I don’t
know what Bidenomics is, but it is
working.

Among the most damaging effects on
families is the highest seasonal gas
price in more than a decade, with the
national average at over $3.80 a gallon.

Sadly, American autoworkers are
being sacrificed to create dependency
on Chinese batteries. The Republican
House majority is working to correct
this, having recently passed the Lower
Energy Costs Act to streamline the
permitting process and reduce energy
costs to achieve energy independence,
which President Donald Trump had
achieved in his administration.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years as the global war on terrorism
continues, moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America with Biden
open borders.

———

SHEDDING LIGHT ON PYRUVATE
DEHYDROGENASE COMPLEX DE-
FICIENCY

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to shed light on pyruvate de-
hydrogenase complex deficiency, com-
monly known as PDCD.

This incurable and extremely rare
mitochondrial metabolic condition,
which manifests at birth, prohibits pa-
tients from properly transforming car-
bohydrates into energy, and instead
turning them into lactic acid that
causes painful seizures and develop-
mental delays.

I recently met with Rick and Kim
Higbee, a family in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, who have experienced the chal-
lenges of PDCD firsthand. Their daugh-
ter, Harlow, pictured beside me, began
to show signs of PDCD as an infant. As
any parent knows, when there is some-
thing wrong with your child, you will
move Heaven and Earth to get answers
and provide for their care.

Sadly, since PDCD does not currently
appear on infant screening lists, the
Higbee family waited 9 painstakingly
long months before they had a name
for Harlow’s condition and were able to
begin treatment.

Thanks to the doctors, nurses, and
specialists at UF Health in Jackson-
ville and her own fighting spirit, 3-
year-old Harlow has defied the odds.

This week, World Mitochondrial Dis-
ease Week, I am proud to join the
Higbee family and thousands of others
in advocating for PDCD to be added to
the infant screening list and for addi-
tional research funding to go toward
finding a cure. Early detection and di-
agnosis can mean the difference be-
tween life and death for more than 15
million children.
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On behalf of Florida’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, I am committed to en-
suring that families in our community
like the Higbees are supported in their
fight to eradicate this condition.

God bless Harlow and all of our chil-
dren living with PDCD.

——————

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, September 15, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I write to inform you
that I am resigning my position as the Mem-
ber of the United States Congress rep-
resenting the Second Congressional District
of Utah, effective at the close of the day of
September 15, 2023.

It has been the honor of my lifetime to rep-
resent the Second Congressional District of
Utah in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and I am eternally grateful for
the trust and faith that the people of the
Second District placed in me to serve as
their Member of Congress for the past eleven
years.

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter I
have submitted to Utah Governor Spencer J.
Cox.

Sincerely,
CHRIS STEWART,
Member of Congress.
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 6, 2023.
Hon. SPENCER J. COX,
Governor, The Office of Gov. Spencer J. Cozx,
Salt Lake City, Utah.

DEAR GOVERNOR CoX: I write to inform you
that I hereby irrevocably resign from the
U.S. House of Representatives, effective at
11:59 PM Eastern Time on September 15, 2023.
It has been one of the great honors of my life
to serve the good people of Utah in Congress.
My family and I have been very blessed by
this experience. I thank you for your leader-
ship as Governor and dedication to our great
state.

Sincerely,
CHRIS STEWART,
Member of Congress,
Utah Second Congressional District.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MIKE GARCIA of California). Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. STEWART), the whole number
of the House is 433.

———

UNDERFUNDING THE WIC
PROGRAM

(Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to appeal to the majority here
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